Canada Geese—
(Continued from Page 9)

Evaluate the Problem

Try to define the problem specifically. Are geese obstruct-
ing the golf game or is their excrement causing complaints?
Is the problem occurring only in certain areas? Is goose
feeding or feces causing turf damage? Are you dealing with
resident geese or a migratory population? Your method of
control will be most effective if you define the problem, nar-
row down zones of damage and effectively communicate
with golfers.

Survey Your Course

Survey your course to determine how you might actual-
ly be encouraging geese. Where are geese problems most
prevalent? Do these places have open water that borders
an in-play area? Do you mow grass right down to the shore-
line, thus providing geese with the view they prefer? If the
answer is Yes, then you are providing great geese habitat.

Feeding Geese

Do any golfers or homeowners feed geese? Have they done
so in the past? If this is the case, the geese on your course
have probably grown used to people and their numbers may
have increased due to the artificial food supply.

Nesting

Are geese nesting on the property? Where? How many
pairs are raising young? If geese are just starting to get
established and there are only one or two pairs, now is the
time to think about goose control.

Migration

Do geese seem to be a problem only in fall and spring?
Do you have large flocks landing on your lakes or ponds
in autumn? This indicates that your course is being used
during migration. In the fall, family groups gather in small
flocks, leave their breeding grounds and fly to “staging
areas” along the route south. These “staging areas” of open
water habitat provide a place for geese to rest and feed be-
tween long flights. If geese are mainly using your course
during migration, time is on your side and patience is war-
ranted. Before long, the geese will move on.

Wintering

Are geese primarily spending the winter on your course?
If this is the case, you are likely providing habitat for a
migratory goose population.

Reduce Your Frustration

It is important to recognize that it is extremely difficult
to control nature. If your goal is to remove every goose from
your course, you will likely end up frustrated, angry and
unsatisfied.

However, there are things you can do to try to lessen the
impact of geese and discourage them from overrunning the
course. Be realistic in your attempts to control geese. You

will have much greater success if you try to strike a balance
between Canada geese and the needs of golfers and main-
tenance personnel.

Choose the Most Effective Control
Measure For Your Situation

Control measures fall roughly into three categories: bar-
rier methods, scare tactics and intervention. Some combi-
nation of these may prove most successful. Remember, the
easiest time to deal with geese is before they start nest-
ing. Be ready in early spring when geese begin to breed.
Even if they are well-established on the property, prevent-
ing them from nesting will break their successful breed-
ing record and discourage them from returning or staying.

Barriers

e Monofilament line or wire. String monofilament line
or wire around the edge of your ponds where geese are most
prevalent. The wire should be approximately six inches
above the water line. Several courses have found that two
rows of string, one at the water’s edge and one about two
to three feet in the water, are most effective. The string will
not interfere with golf play, but will deter geese from easi-
ly walking onto the course.

e Aquatic vegetation. Rather than mow right to the
water’s edge, plant aquatic vegetation around lake and
pond margins. This helps to disrupt the expansive view, acts

(Continued on Page 13)

More and more people consider us their
primary source for Turfgrass Seed, Wildflowers,
Natural Fertilizer and Futerra Erosion products.
WHY? Because we perform!
Call today. 1-800-545-TURF

cC O M P A N Y

7265 Washington Ave. So. Phone: 612.944.7105
Edina, MN 55439 FAX: 612.944.7239
E-mail: twincityseed@uswest.net
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The facts are here in biack and
White. Not to mention classic
orange and tournament green.

Jacobsen’s 1110 Hauler™ gives you Of course, you can also choose Classic Jacobsen

more horsepower, more cargo space Orange or our new Tournament Green. See your
and more colors. For starters, you get an 11 hp, Jacobsen distributor for a demonstration today.
350 cc, twin cylinder gas engine. Add to that

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURF.
13.3 cubic feet of cargo space and removable

side panels. Plus, a roomier operator North Star

compartment and a longer,

77-inch wheelbase for more &vPudl ‘Eagan

N . = | 4 Sioux Falls
stability and a smoother ride. 3 800-592-9513




Canada Geese—
(Continued from Page 11)

as a physical barrier and provides excellent habitat for
other more desirable wading birds and wildlife.

Scare Tactics

¢ Explosives. Explosives have been tried with very limit-
ed success. Usually, geese will fly away for awhile and then
return when things calm down. In addition, the very effec-
tiveness of explosives — noise — will not only disturb geese,
but golf course neighbors and golfers themselves. Unless
you're interested in putting on a fireworks display every
morning, choose another method.

* Bird scare tape. Mylar bird scare tape can be tied to
stakes near ponds, but is of limited value for geese control.
Remember, geese are big birds that don’t scare easily.

¢ Pistol launcher. A single-shot pistol launcher, simi-
lar to a starter’s pistol, can be used to frighten geese. Dili-
gence is important with this method. Geese must be stalked
in the early morning or evening until they feel threatened
for their safety and leave.

* Dogs. Many superintendents have successfully used
dogs to chase or stalk the birds. The gently, but energetic
nature of the English setter makes this dog a good choice.
If you are interested in finding out more about English set-
ters, contact Charles Martineau at Whippoorwill Country
Club, 150 Whippoorwill Road, Armonk, New York 10504,
telephone (914) 273-3755. Mr. Martineau breeds and trains
English setters, and has found them to be most effective
in dealing with Canada Geese on his golf course.

Analytical Services By:

Paskvan Consulting

Route 1, Box 77A

Akeley, MN 56433
218-652-3542 Office
218-652-2949 Fax
paskvanconsulting@unitelc.com

“Where Success is Never an Accident”

Specialists in Soil & Plant Nutrition
Tailored to Golf Courses and Sports Turf

We provide the following services:

* Complete inventory of the soils on the course or job site

e Sampling, Analysis, Delivery and Interpretation of the
results to save you money

® Recommend corrective fertilizer materials to save you money

® Physical analysis on sand-soil-peat to determine proper
mixing for greens and topdressing

® [Irrigation quality analysis

e First lab in the country A2LA accredited under the new
USGA guidelines for new greens contruction

e Fast turn around time, yet quality is never compromised

Intervention

When other control methods have failed and golfers will
no longer tolerate geese on the course, local authorities
should be contacted to help you deal with Canada geese.
Your local department of wildlife can help you determine
the best method of intervention. This may include permits
to disrupt nests or eggs, physical relocation (trap and trans-
fer) or hunting.

Never destroy Canada geese without a permit. Canada
geese are protected by law. Not only may your course pay
large fines for killing geese, the resulting negative public-
ity can be devastating for your course and your profession.

Education

If geese are a problem on your golf course, you must not
only deal with the geese, you must also effectively deal with
golfers. Communicate what you know about Canada geese
natural history and goose control. Use your newsletter to
let people know what strategies you have employed or plan
to implement to minimize nuisance or damage.

Finally, recognize that you are not alone. Many superin-
tendents are struggling with the same problem. Encourage
golfing organizations to which you belong to open a dia-
logue with the U.S. Department of Fish & Wildlife. Wild-
life biologists are conducting on-going research about
Canada geese. They are interested in learning more about
why migratory populations are declining while resident
populations are on the rise. Communicating your observa-
tions can result in positive progress toward striking a
balance between golf and geese.

We can tell you
what to plant,
where to plant,

when to plant.

Guess that makes us
plant managers.

Whatever your needs for your golf TURF SEED

course, Peterson Seed can help. They
can supply grass seed for everything
from tees and greens to fairways and :
roughs. Whether you're building a 4
PETERSON SEED C©

Helping your seed business grow.

new course or renovating an existing
one, Peterson Seed offers expert

advice and dependable products.
1-800-328-5898

L © 1999 Peterson Seed Company, Inc.
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HERITAGE'" and DACONIL.
The Fungicides That Fit Your
Disease Management Program Perfectly.

ost all golf course superintendents puzzle over
the right combination of disease control prod-
ucts for their turfgrass management program.
Put an end to this dilemma with HERITAGE and
DACONIL, the two broad-spectrum fungicides that
fit your program perfectly. Together, HERITAGE
and DACONIL bring just the right complement of
advantages to your tees, greens, and fairways.

HERITAGE FUNGICIDE

* Exhibits both preventative and curative activity

* Only strobilurin chemistry with systemic activity

* Controls most turfgrass diseases, including
Pythium, take-all patch, summer patch, anthracnose,
and snow mold

® Reduced risk to environmental resources
Extended spray intervals with low use rates

* Improves turf quality with no stunting or growth
regulator effect

ZENECA Professional Products

DACONIL FUNGICIDE

* Multi-site mode of action

* Sticks and stays for maximum protection
against fungal diseases

* Controls 14 diseases, including dollar spot, leaf spot,
melting out, rust, and red thread

* Three flexible formulations—Ultrex”,
Weather Stik*, and Zn

When putting your turfgrass disease management
program together, pick up HERITAGE and DACONIL
fungicides—they’re the perfect fit.

For more information, contact your authorized
Zeneca Agent, or call Zeneca Professional Products
Toll Free at 1-888-617-7690. Labels and MSDSs
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week via

Fax on Demand. Please call 1-800-640-2362.

www.zenecaprofprod.com

JHeritage Daconil

Fungicide

Always read and follow label directions carefully.

DACONIL Ultrex®, DACONIL Weather Stik”, DACONIL Zn®, and

HERITAGE® are registered trademarks of a Zeneca Group Company.

© 1999. Zeneca Inc. Zeneca Professional Products is a business

of Zeneca Ag Products, a business unit of Zeneca Inc. ZPP-HER-009
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The Importance of Repairing Divots
Course Etiquette — It’s Everyone's Responsibility

A famous college basketball coach once said that recruit-
ing was like shaving — miss just one day and you look bad.
It could be said that golf course management personnel,
especially superintendents, feel the same way about gol-
fer etiquette on the course.

Golf Course etiquette is an all-encompassing term that
refers to demeanor, adherence to course maintenance rules,
and dress, among other issues. However, most associate golf
course etiquette to the concept of ball mark repair and divot
replacement. Take a moment to consider what a course
would look like if patrons were excused from replacing
divots or fixing ball marks for just one day. A well-managed
facility would look like a battlefield.

Golf course personnel are unanimous in stating that, as
a whole, golfers still do not do an adequate job in repair-
ing their ball marks and divots. Despite the presence of
posters, notes in newsletters and announcements in meet-
ings to serve as reminders, most facility managers believe
the message can never be repeated too much.

This becomes an even bigger issue as the game ex-
pands to include more juniors and those who have recent-
ly picked up the sport. Instructors and experienced golfers
should be diligent in teaching the how and why of golf
course etiquette. Failing to teach golfers the proper tech-
niques now creates future problems.

The basis for ball mark repair and divot replacement is
for competitive and agronomic reasons. Balls that land in
unrepaired divots place a golfer at a disadvantage, just as
having to putt over a ball mark. By leaving turf damaged
(unrepaired), it becomes susceptible to disease and/or in-
festation of weeds, resulting in a lower quality of playing
surface. This necessitates the need for attention by golf
course superintendents and their staffs, thereby taking
them away from more pressing duties. As a general rule,
a ball mark repaired within 10 minutes will heal with a
smooth surface within two or three days. An unrepaired
ball mark may take as long as three weeks to heal, but the
result will be an uneven surface.

Because grass varieties differ from course to course, and
from fairways to the rough,the best rule to follow in replac-
ing divots is to check with the golf

then fill the divot hole and tamp down the sand with your
foot. If a sand/bentgrass seed mixture is provided, divots
in the rough would not be replaced so as to not contaminate
the bluegrass with bentgrass seed. In Bermuda grass fair-
ways, generally sand is just used.

In replacing a divot, the policy is to replace the divot so
the grass can send down new roots. If so, replace the turf
in the same direction it came out, and tamp down firmly
so the mower won’t pull it back out. _GCSAA

The Tessman Company
Your Supplier For Growth

« Par Ex Fertilizer « Novartis
« Spring Valley Fertilizer » Chipco
« Liquid Growth Products  « Echo

« Professional Course
Blended Grass Seed

» Dow Agri Sciences
e Bayer Chemical
 Riverdale Chemical

P

800-882-5704 + 651-487-3850 « F 651-487-3115

course superintendent for the partic-
ular policy. As a general rule, replace
any divot on the course unless there

WilliamspGill o

e Services ®

(715) 4259511 ® New Course Design

is a sand or sand/seed mixture provid-
ed in a container on the golf car. Typi-
cally, the divot is replaced on any
course with bentgrass or bluegrass
fairways. If you are playing on a
course with bentgrass fairways and
bluegrass rough, you must pay partic-
ular attention to the materials in the
container. If just sand is provided,

Facsimile
- I | | E-mail golfwga@pressenter.com

& AS Sociates Golf Course Architects

Garrett Gill, Principal

(715) 425-2962
® Master Plans

® Golf Practice
Center Design

* Environmental
Planning

® Irrigation Design

* Renovation &
Restoration

© Site Planning

Williams, Gill of Wisconsin

122 N. 2nd St.
River Falls, WI 54022
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HERFORT-NORBY

GOLF COURSE
ARCHITECTURE

(612) 942-0266 (612) 944-5888

The Infamous Sea-Serpent

In reference to the Charles Erickson article appearing in the April issue of
Hole Notes it was implied that Mr. W.F. Brooks and Charley Erickson had in-
vented the irrigation device known as the “Sea-Serpent.” Since necessity was
appreciated far more than money at that time, many so-called inventions were
sold to manufacturers for a new suit of clothes or some form of barter gift.

Scotty McLaren of the Toro Company was an astute dedicated employee and
had remarkable rapport with golf course superintendents throughout the Unit-
ed States. Scotty knew what was needed in the field and often brought back
to Toro ideas that made handsome profits for the company.

We are assuming that somehow Toro was given permission to manufacture
the Sea-Serpent.

In 1931 the following advertisement appeared in a golf supply catalogue sup-
plied to us by Stan Kinkead from the “National Mower” archives.

These are assumptions as proposed by Jack Kolb. If anyone has more defini-
tive information, we would be very happy to receive the details.

Toro *“Sea-Serpent” Fairway Sprinkler

In the Sea-Serpent we offer a very ettective device for watering fairways. On 40 1bs.
pressure will cover 60x160 ft. of area, and greater areas on higher pressure. X
On ordinary fairways one man can move it from place to place. The most practical
fairway sprinkler we know of. Comes complete with 4 heads, pipe and all truss rods.
Uses 1%-inch hose. sl
Price, F. O. B. Minneapolis
Price, F. O. B. Chicago.. 205.00

Complete stock on hand at all times

HAS YOUR ADDRESSED CHANGED?

Remember, if you have changed jobs or changed houses, the MGCSA would
like to get your updated phone and address information to keep records current.
The new membership roster will be printed in July 1999.
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MGCSA MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

APRIL 15, 1999
By Michael Brower, MGCSA Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

Rob Panuska reported that the MGCSA investment portfo-
lio is at an all-time high of $157,148. The $20,000 which was
approved by the Board to be moved from money-market to Ja-
nus Capital Growth Fund has been completed. Discussion
about the operating budget for the next fiscal year. Final
review will occur at next month’s meeting and be approved.

Communications

Letter from the MGA inquiring about MGCSA strategic plan
for the next 10 years. Discussion about what should be in this
plan. Executive Committee will give input and relay to MGA.
GCSAA letters received with regard to upcoming delegates
meeting and a call for nominations, a thank you to MGCSA
for supporting the Platinum Tee Club, and the results of the
membership survey. Thank you from the USGA for support
of its research program. Letter from the Minnesota PGA ask-
ing for nominations for the Golf Hall of Fame. Discussion on
possible nominees followed.

Arrangements
Jim Johnson reports that he is currently looking for sites

for next year’s golf tournaments.
Business Office

Scott Turtinen reported current membership numbers as fol-
lows: Grand total — 918; of those, Class A & B — 394; Class
C & E — 282; Affiliate — 149; Life — 62, and Honorary — 31.
Turtinen also suggested that the MGCSA participate in KFAN
radio’s “Tee to Green” segment on Tuesday evenings. Public
Relations Committee to address this issue.

Conference and Education

Michael Klatte, CGCS, reported on MTGF conference speak-
ers. Dr. Watschke will not be able to attend; most of the other
speakers have been confirmed and plans are going along
smoothly.

Editorial

Turtinen reportd that Kevin Schmidt forwarded an outline
of the new respirator requirements gathered from the OSHA
manual to be published in Hole Notes.

Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation

Michael Brower reported that much of the previous MTGF
monthly Board meetings dealt with constitutional changes.
Objectives, organization and membership issues more clear-
ly stated in new constitution. MTGF Expo '99 & Benefit Golf
Tournament is set for July 20-21 at the University of Minneso-
ta. Golf will be at Les Bolstad University of Minnesota Golf
Course and the Expo will be held at the St. Paul Campus. The
Expo will include equipment demos, tours of the gardens, turf
plots, hot houses and labs. MTGF will be donating some of
the proceeds to the GCSAA Student Chapter at the University.

"Quard Vinning “Cualiy”
CONCRETE CART PATHS

6 -7 -8 -10 wide

26% inclines are possible

Reference list available

HOWREY

CONSTRUCTION

For more information, contact
David Howrey ® 820 W. High St., Rockwell City, lowa 50579

712-297-8182
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1999 MGCSA
MONTHLY MEETINGS

JUNE 7
Benson Golf Club
Host: Dave Sime

JULY 12
Izaty’s Golf & Yacht Club
Host: Steve Schumacher, CGCS

AUGUST 12
Heritage Links Golf Club
Host: E. Paul Eckholm, CGCS

SEPTEMBER 12
Cragun’s Resort
Host: Tom Kientzle, CGCS

OCTOBER 11
Albion Ridges
Host: Brooks Ellingson

DECEMBER 8,9 & 10
MGCSA Annual Meeting
MTGF Conference & Trade Show
Minneapolis Convention Center

QUALITY SUPPLIER OF TURF

* Washed and Regular Turf (Sod) in 1% yd. or
up to 55 yd. Big Roll Size (42" Wide)

TURF TYPES:
® ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS BLEND
* SPORTS TURF

BLUEGRASS/P. RYEGRASS BLEND
BENTGRASS

9
V6iin? -

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

NEW MEMBERS: MAY 10, 1999
Class

Chad Belland
Oneka Ridge Golf Course. ...........coovvvneiunnn .. A — GCSAA
27461 Stonegate Rd., Webster, WI 54893
W: (651) 426-6889
Patrick J. Franklin, CGCS
TPC of the:Twin Citled o v incusaswasvem caumn s A — GCSAA
11070 Radisson Rd., Blaine, MN 55434
W: (612) 785-0696
Jason M. Ruhoff
Koronis Hills Golf Club. . ....... ..ottt C
415 Richmond St., No. 3, Paynesville, MN 56362
W: (320) 243-6112
Nathan Weisel
McCarthy 'Well COMPRNY . < v s sivwviaenivas aeaainss s o Affiliate
506 Elwood Terrace, Shakopee, MN 55379
W: (612) 854-5333

RECLASSIFICATIONS
David L. Calder
Silver Creek Golf Course .............coovivnn.n. C to B — GCSAA
Brad Deyak
Koronis Hills Golf Club. ................. C to B — GCSAA pending
Chris Schellenberg
Wayzata Country Club. .................... Student to C — GCSAA
Robert Stern
Pebble Creek Golf Club = siwanwsimsitediah 41 deni e s vinesia DtoC

—Tom Meier

MGCSA Membership Chairman

EHBEIN

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION &
RECONSTRUCTION

+Go f_Cou?sés { * Sports Fields

NETLON"ADVANCED TURF SYSTEMS

Self-Cultivating means healthier turf
and better drainage.

COMPANIES e

NETLON"MESH ELEMENTS AND MIXES

NCTGA MGCSA For Compaction Resistance on cart paths,

MSTMA WTA sports fields and other high use areas.
SDGSA ISTMA
MTGF TPI

For Quality Construction & Neltor Products Contact:
(612) 784-0657 * FAX: (612) 784-6001

For Quality Turf Contact:

8651 Naples St. N.E.
(612) 674-7937 » FAX: (612) 674-7044

Blaine, MN 55449
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Deacon’s Lodge Gears Toward June 18 Opening
Finishing Touches Being Put on New Arnold Palmer Course, Clubhouse in Breezy Point

By RALPH TURTINEN

Another major golf course — Deacon’s Lodge at Breezy
Point — is nearing completion.

All signals are go for the June 18th opening of the
fabulous Arnold Palmer course, named after his father and
located on Weaver Point Road seven-tenths of a mile north
of the entrance to Breezy Point Resort.

“Tee time requests for June 18 and other dates have been
coming in regularly, and we're almost full for the first day,’
said Head Golf Professional Mark Neva. ‘“Carpeting is be-
ing laid, the asphalt parking lot has been completed, the
pro shop is being stocked, landscaping is nearing comple-
tion and the course is almost ready for play.”’

Deacon’s Lodge, which utilizes five tees and plays any-
where from 6,964 yards from the blacks to 4,766 yards from
the reds, is a golfer-friendly course with huge fairways, one
as wide as 71 yards, that should keep the pace of play mov-
ing properly.

“But don’t think it’s just a walk in the park to play,’ said
Neva. “It’s attractive, it’s varied and is an excellent test
of golf”’

Three lakes, gnarly waste bunkers, an attractive assort-
ment of white Ohio sand bunkers, various wetlands,

OnlyWith A Dlamond

NEW Built to exacting standards.

RELIABLE Every product is backed by a two-
year bumper to bumper warranty. It’s designed to
keep you running & get you back up fast should
repairs be needed.

Diamond Turf
Equipment Inc.

Nothing Kots Like A Diamon
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Represented by:

challenging greens and a pleasant assortment of white and
Norway pines, birches and oaks lining the fairways make
Deacon’s Lodge visually interesting as well as challenging.
Because of the design, players should have the same feel
for each hole with proportional challenges emanating from
virtually every tee.

“No matter what their handicap, golfers should plot their
way around any course, but particularly at Deacon’s Lodge
because of its design,’ said Neva. “They also should enjoy
the fact that several of the greens have up to 20 feet of bent
grass fringes, occasionally allowing some putting on ap-
proach shots.”’

Cart paths parallel all fairways, some of which have
crowns that periodically will enhance driving distance.

Each hole has its own charcter, but among unusual ones
are the opening par 4 with its horseshoe-shaped tee box
and its mirror image, the 10th; the par 3 seventh, with two
greens separated by a pair of Norway pines, the 15th with
its gigantic waste bunker and the scenic par 3 17th, going
over marshland with an attractive lake in the background.

(Editor’s Note: A more in-depth article about the development of
Deacon’s Lodge will appear in the July issue of Hole Notes.)
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OnlyWith A Dlamond

AFFORDABLE DTE has been manufacturing

greens equipment since 1982. Only top quality
OEM parts are used, engines such as Honda assure
dependability.

DEPENDABLE Purchasing direct from the

manufacturer assures you the best price possible. Call
today for current pricing.

Tee Shot Marketing, Inc.
Leech Lake/Walker, MN
(800) 950-4288
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SPRING/SUMMER HOURS - -
IRRIGATION AND COMMERCIAL PARTS ra I I o n o
7:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday
(Plymouth, Fridley, Burnsville, and Fargo Locations)
8:00 am - 12 Noon, Saturday

(Plymouth Location ONLY)

With the exception of May 29, July 3,

and September 4 when we will be closed for

the long holiday weekends.

These extended hours will continue
through mid-September.

GROUNDSMASTER® 3000’”’

with Contour 821)06‘ ,

e Out front deck wuh rlght hand
trim offset

REELMASTER® 3100-]) » Cutting width: 82", height-of-cut 1-4"
Wlth Sldewmder Cuttmg Umts * Rear discharge with partial recycling
~* Mows up 4.6 acres per h ur at 5.5 mp

AVAILABLE

e Product Demonstrations *
* Equipment Finance Programs ¢

Contact Your
MTI Representative Today




