Deacon’s Lodge—

(Continued from Page 9)

WASTE BUNKERS COLLECT
ERRANT SHOTS

Several large waste bunkers are
positioned to collect errant shots and
protect balls from rolling into the
trees or wetlands. The grassing
strategy has fast-running bent grass
where the slope helps the player and
Kentucky bluegrass to hold the ball
up where the slope penalizes the
player.

Although Deacon’s Lodge is now
open for play, it should get even bet-
ter with the maturing and grooming
of the playing surfaces. More plant-
ings and more work in the evolution
of the natural “waste‘ areas also are
planned.

Said Schunter: “Our golf course is
not even one year old, but it will be
like a fine wine, getting better with

EMPHASIZING MINNESOTA-MADE PRODUCTS and a Northwoods feeling in the
clubhouse at Deacon’s Lodge, Bonnie Hankinson, wife of developer John Hankinson,
spent countless hours planning, hunting for and buying items that would provide a com-
fortable gathering place, one to which golfers would want to return.

CONCRETE CART PATHS

6 -7 -8 -10" wide

26% inclines are possible

Reference list available

HOWREY

CONSTRUCTION

For more information, contact

David Howrey ® 820 W. High St., Rockwell City, lowa 50579

712-297-8182
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Jessie

Arnie and Jesse Officially Open Deacon’s Lodge

The King and The Gov Provide Entertaining Exhibition

They were quite a pair to draw to...and from....and about,
they being the legendary Arnold Palmer, designer of Dea-
con’s Lodge in Breezy Point, and Jesse Ventura, the gover-
nor of Minnesota who showed he very much loves playing
the game as well as its positive impact on the state.

On Memorial Day, celebrated May 31 this year, The King
and The Gov played nine entertaining holes after warm-
ing up for about 20 minutes on Deacon Lodge’s immense
practice tee, all the while treating some 300-plus Grand
Opening guests to a huge variety of quick-witted quips as
well as some excellent golf shots -- by BOTH.

Arnie, of course, is a much better player. He shot around
an even par 36 and Jesse a tad under 50 if you accept a
few mulligans here and there on the nine holes they played.
Eighteen holes had been planned, but the cold, damp
weather sliced that in half.

Both golfers were pleasant and gracious, teasing each
other a bit during the warm-up, on the course and at a news
conference during lunch for all attending.

A left-handed golfer, Jesse not only showed that he has
played a fair amount of golf before but also that he truly
loves the game. This was his first time out this year, and
he drove with his 3-wood because it was “too early in the
season’’ for him to use a driver but periodically his shots

off the tee were right in the neighborhood of his playing
partner.

Surprisingly for a man his size (6-5, 270 pounds), he had
a surprisingly soft touch around the greens and brought
some cheers from the crowd with his putting. In fact Ar-
nie, aside from some gentle ribbing here and there,
described Jesse as a golfer “with great potential.”

While marching his size 13s around the course, he said
he wasn’t in as good physical condition as he would like,
said his new job as governor just doesn’t allow him the time
he would like to play more, but expressed the desire to do so.

“My wife has her horses, and when she’s busy with them,
she says ‘why don’t you go play golf,” Jesse said. “In the
past I have, and I hope to in the future”

If he could play more, it was apparent he could live up
to his 14 handicap.

After lunch, catered in a huge parking lot tent, both play-
ers fielded a variety of questions — some golf, some politi-
cal, some just plain fun. At the close of the conference, Jesse
told Arnie, “I know you have to fly back East now, but you
know what I’'m going to do? I'm going to play the other
nine.”’

He did.
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Minikahda Celebrates 100 Years
As a Golf Course—dJuly 15, 1999

By JACK KOLB
MGCSA Life Member

A short preamble appeared
in “The 25th Anniversary
Book” (1924) celebrating the
25th year of The Minikahda
Club’s existence. It read as
follows: “Twenty five years
ago the gregarious instincts
of society was beginning to
express itself in the Country
Club. Minikahda came into
existence to embody that
spirit. It was a pioneer. It was
a luxury. It was ahead of the
times. At its birth, golf was
new in this country and a gol-
fer was a novelty, frequently
he was an object of ridicule
and derision — but all this
has changed.”

As we know today, golf
clubs are essential to our or-
ganization (MGCSA), voca-
tion and welfare. Golf is
virtually a necessity and gol-

fers are looked upon as our
clients.

In the fall of 1898 three
young couples with bicycles pushed their vehicles up a very
steep slope on the west side of Lake Calhoun looking for
a secluded spot for a picnic. The most recognizable name
of one of the sextet was Clive T. Jaffray. Mr. Jaffray had
been exposed to golf in 1895 and was ever on the alert in
the Minneapolis area for a site which would be suitable for
a local course. The beauty of the site so impressed the six
young people that they set about at once to form a club for
social and golfing functions.

Within 60 days of that picnic the first Board of Gover-
nors met on November 11, 1898. By April 1899 a full com-
plement of members was secured plus a waiting list of 50.
By midsummer, the clubhouse and a nine-hole golf course
were built. On July 15, the first ball was driven off num-
ber one tee by club president ‘Judge M.B. Koon.”

The new club was given the name Minikahda which
means (in Sioux Indian language) “by the side of the water.”

No access road existed originally and transportation to

Early morning golf, summer of 1900. North face of Minikahda clubhouse.

Minikahda in the years 1900 to 1906 was by boat from the
foot of Lake Street to a boat house on the west shore of Lake
Calhoun at the bottom of an 80-foot bluff below the club-
house. Roads began to develop by 1906 and a horse shuttle
replaced the boat until the year 1916 when a motor bus
replaced the horse.

Eventually roads began to threaten the new golf course.
Total acreage for an 18-hole course had not been purchased
when Excelsior Road (Boulevard) was constructed connect-
ing with Lake Street. Calhoun Avenue was constructed ap-
proaching the clubhouse area from the south, went up to
the high plateau area on which the clubhouse was con-
structed, passed to the north side of the clubhouse and
thence down to connect with Excelsior Road (Blvd.) Thus
a highway ran through the front yard of the clubhouse and
left golfers driving across Calhoun Road from number one
tee to reach number one green.

(Continued on Page 15)
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Minikahda—

(Continued from Page 13)

Although Minikahda began as a nine-hole course there
was at least one hole built entirely on land the club itself
did not own. In 1906 a committee was formed to lay plans
for an 18-hole course. Member-individuals purchased land
parcels for anticipated course expansion, held on to them
for several years without charge and then sold them to the
Club without profit. Thus the second nine was built on
property not yet owned by the Club.

It is interesting also that as the course was torn up and
rearranged for an 18-hole layout, members were allowed
to play at Minneapolis Golf Club which later changed its
name to Bryn Mawr and went out of existence in 1911. The
Minikahda 18-hole course was formally opened on July 4,
1907. After some tournaments and golfing professionals
had played a number of rounds, recommendations for im-
provements were made. The golf architect, Donald Ross,
made a study of the suggestions and redesigning began in
1916. World War I interrupted progress so that the Donald
Ross changes were not completed until the fall of 1920.

Henry Mackall, long-term Green Committee Chairman (21 years)
and befriender of Minikahda maintenance personnel.

The Minikahda Club has had a plethora of recognizable
and celebrity names in its membership. One individual
however, made decisions that would preseve the golf course
and grounds as they are today. His name is Henry Mack-
all. Henry Mackall joined the club in 1911 and by 1913 be-
gan to serve the club in many illustrious ways. He served
as secretary, president and for 21 years as green chairman.
He lovingly preserved journals, notes, memorabilia and
could give you the history of every bit of construction that
had been done on the course as well as the litigation that
went to preserve it. He was available to any employee who
had to make hard decisions. He helped this writer in situ-
ations involving the widening of Excelsior Boulevard in
1964, and the litigation regarding removing the irrigation
line from Lake Calhoun. We often sought his wisdom,
which was resented by the duly elected green committee,
making this writer unpopular with his immediate super

visors. He was the only honorary member of the Board of
Governors which the Club ever had.

As mentioned earlier, Calhoun Avenue ran through the
golf course. It was Henry Mackall who engineered the
vacating of Calhoun Avenue which ran through the club.
And in exchange deeded land along the west shore of Lake
Calhoun on which West Calhoun Boulevard now exists.

In 1959 there were many rumblings of disaster to the in-
ner city country club: (A) Real Estate taxes were being com-
puted on a value that open land best could be used. (B) A
freeway running diagonally from Edina to downtown Min-
neapolis (through Minikahda) was on the drawing board.
(C) Widening of Excelsior Boulevard which runs through
the course. (D) Termination of drawing water from Lake
Calhoun.

Many thought the Club could not survive all these
threats. Options on land in the western suburbs was quick-
ly secured with the idea that the club would relocate. One
of these was a 725-acre piece of farmland surrounding a
small body of water called Hazeltine Lake. This writer was
privileged to view the site along with golf architect Robert
Bruce Harris and a group of Minikahda members headed
by Totten Heffelfinger. Great enthusiasm was expressed
about the Hazeltine property, but upon being put to a mem-
bership vote in November of 1957 the proposal was reject-
ed. Minikahda was not going to flee to the suburbs.

(Continued on Page 17)

IT’s IN THE TAG

Help your Affiliated Chapter receive up to
$.50 per tag from qualified Turf-Seed, Inc.
Tag Team™ or Tee-2-Green Corp. Penn Pals™

varieties or seed mixtures.*

FOUNDATION

Turf-Seed, Inc. and Tee-2-Green Corp. have pledged to
contribute to your Affiliated Chapter and The

GCSAA Foundation’s “/nvesting
CERTIFIED SEED
Mixture

in the Beauty of Golf Campaign.”
Gertified Seed

Just collect the blue tags* and send
them to The GCSAA Foundation of ‘

along with your name and your

designated Affiliated Chapter. The 0000000000
staff at The GCSAA Foundation
will do the rest. It’s that simple.
Your Affiliated Chapter and The
Foundation will split $.50 for every Turf-Seed variety or mix-
ture blue tag and/or $1.00 for every Tee-2-Green Penn Pals
variety or mixture tag. This rebate offer could provide your
Affiliated Chapter with the funds to sponsor scholarship pro-
grams for turfgrass students or local and regional research.

Call The GCSAA Foundation for more information at (800) 472-7878 ext. 465.

*Variety names must match qualified seed list. Mixture tags must carry a M16 or M16M prefix. Turf Seed product
Blue Tags are redeemable for $.50 each, while Penn Pals™ product tags are redeemable for $1.00. Rebates will be splic
evenly berween the Affiliated Chapter and The GCSAA Foundation. Direct rebate offer to GCSAA Foundation, 1421
Research Park Drive, Lawrence, KS 66049.

[iureseeomnc. g TEE2GREEN.

We would like to acknowledge Turf-Seed, Inc.
and Tee-2-Green Corp. for their contributions
through this philanthropic program.
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A Cut Above The Rest.

Jacobsen® Turfcat® 500 Series

Discover the higher level of performance and
comfort found only in the new Jacobsen

500 Series out-front rotary mower. A tighter
turning radius, hydraulic traction drive and
up to 35-hp deliver higher productivity than
ever before. A larger, 12-gallon fuel tank, new
easily adjustable deck mounting arms and
simple maintenance access reduce operator
downtime. Ergonomic controls and an
adjustable suspension seat reduce operator
fatigue. A test drive will prove it. For a cut
above the rest, give us a call today.

North Star

St. Paul Eagan
Sioux Falls
800-592-9513

JACOBSEN

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS




Minikahda—

(Continued from Page 15)

Henry Mackall again was very active in
promoting the “Green Acre” law which pro-
tected open areas from undue tax oppres-
sion. To satisfy the environmental critics
who objected to pumping water from Lake
Calhoun, Minikahda drilled a well and
drew water from an aquifer under the lake.
It had been proven that the irrigation
water drawn from the lake was slightly
more than one inch per year, a hot-dry win-
dy day dould remove more than that in an
18-hour period. With regard to freeways
runing through Minikahda, the proposed
freeways were located elsewhere and
Minikahda continues to enjoy its near
downtown location.

In 100 years of operation the following
men have worked the hallowed grounds of
Minikahda as its Course Superintendent:
Charles Erickson, Gordon Brinkworth,
Ludwig Nelson, Idon Haugen, Jack Kolb,
Larry Vetter, Dan Hanson and at the
present time Doug Mahal.
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. MWater Pront. Minoekahda Goli Cinb, Twin Citles, Minn

From 1900 to 1906, Minikahda members traveled by boat from the foot of Lake
Street to this boathouse on the west shore of Lake Calhoun. From this point they
had a long, steep climb to the clubhouse.

repairs be needed.

Nothing Kuts Like A Diamond

PP PYPPODPEHPG O

NEW Built to exacting standards.

Diamond Turf
Equipment inc.

RELIABLE Every product is backed by a two-
year bumper to bumper warranty. It’s designed to
keep you running & get you back up fast should

Represented by:

 Diavosn

VERAPRO 2000

Onlyth A Diamond |

AFFORDABLE DTE has been manufacturing

greens equipment since 1982. Only top quality
OEM parts are used, engines such as Honda assure

dependability.
DEPENDABLE Purchasing direct from the

manufacturer assures you the best price possible. Call

today for current pricing.

Tee Shot Marketing, Inc.
Leech Lake/Walker, MN
(800) 950-4288
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SPRING/SUMMER HOURS = - |
o s A Tradition of

(Plymouth, Fridley, Burnsville, and Fargo Locations)
8:00 am - 12 Noon, Saturday
(Plymouth Location ONLY)

With the exception of May 29, July 3,
and September 4 when we will be closed for
the long holiday weekends.

These extended hours will continue
through mid-September.

GROUNDSMASTER® 3000
with Contour 82” Deck ,

« Out front deck with right hand
trim offset

« Cutting width: 82", height-of-cut: 1-4"
« Rear discharge with parti I recycling

AVAILABLE
e * Product Demonstrations s
fe SR el « Equipment Finance Programs ¢

Contact Your
MTI Representative Today

“




EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS

Dependability "=

Call 612-475-2200, Ext. 302 or
1-800-362-3665, Ext. 302
(For service during regular business hours,
8:00 am — 4:30 pm, Monday — Friday,
call John Artus at the above numbers,
but use ext. 205)

The Complete Source for Irrigation Renovation

Tore 750
Series Sprinklers

Toro 780
Series Sprinklevs

SitePro

CENTRAL CONTROL SYSTEM

Tore 670
Series Sprinklers
o Reiellas: 0102
Toro 650
Series Sprinklers

dore




k‘l” &BIR p ® Conserving Nature's Resources Since 1933.™

GOLF IRRIGATION

EAGLE"™ Series Rotors

Call your Rain Bird
| Golf Distributor at
| 800+422-1487
e WAREHOUSE SALES, INC. | R/\IN»BIRDng\l,ES, INC. GOLE |
PLYMOUTH EAGAN ST. CLOUD SIOUX FALLS RAPID CITY

9835 10th Ave. N. 1971 Seneca Road 415 Sundial Drive 2303 W. 50th St. 1945 Rand Road
Plymouth, MN 55441  Eagan, MN 55122  Waite Park, MN 56387  Souix Falls, SD 57105 City
612-542-1188 612-687-0282 320-259-6448 605-357-9577
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FAX 612-546-7515 FAX 612-687-0382 FAX 320-259-0165 FAX 605-357-9960




