
Jeff Churchill Accepts New Position 
Custom Retaining Walls, Inc., with locations in Rochester, LaCrosse and Cottage Grove, 

recently announced the appointment of Jeff Churchill as regional sales manager. With 
his newly assigned responsibilities, Churchill will help fortify the company's position 
within the wholesale market. 

Custom Retaining Walls specializes in the distribution and installation of Rockwood 
modular concrete retaining walls and Interlock paving stones and site furnishings. 

With his 12 years experience within the commercial turf and golf markets, Churchill 
will also help seek new opportunities outside the company's normal channels of busi-
ness by offering its products and services to turf and golf related accounts throughout 
the Twin Cities and Southern Minnesota. 

"The addition of Jeff to our team stregthens our position within the marketplace," 
said Greg Ernst, president and owner of Custom Retaining Walls. "Jeff has developed 
many good relationships within the turf business and by accepting his new role he will 
be able to introduce our company and products to new faces and markets." 

MTI Announces Quality Control 
Process Management System 

MTI Distributing has announced the implementation of a quality control process 
management system to insure the proper and timely set-up and delivery of commercial 
turf equipment. 

With the technological advances in today's commercial turf maintenance equipment, 
it is essential that processes insure the quality of the finished product to the end user. 

Mike Anderson, MTI's new president and general manager says, "We are proud to 
be on the leading edge of insured customer satisfaction in the professional turf manage-
ment industry. We are plesaed to have an open and honest relationship with our cus-
tomers that has encouraged continuous improvement in the area of customer 
satisfaction." 

Toro Company and GCSAA To Sponsor 
Joint Promotion for '99 U.S. Open 

The Ibro Company and the GCSAA will sponsor a joint promotion sending two assis-
tant superintendents and one student GCSAA chapter member to work on the superin-
tendent crew for the 1999 U.S. Open at Pinehurst, June 13-20. Selected individuals will 
spend the week working with the superintendent and golf course maintenance staff 
of Pinehurst maintaining the outstanding playing conditions demanded by tournament 
play. 

Participating on the U.S. Open turf care team is a milestone in the career path for 
many assistants. Not only is it resume building, but it increases individual visibility 
within a team representing the country's finest turf care professionals. The GCSAA 
already provides an invaluable networking feature through its career development 
programs. 

Applications for the program have been mailed to members of the Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association of America, including student chapter members. Packets in-
clude the application form and a brief overview of potential responsibilities at the 
tournament. 

Additional applications may be obtained by calling the GCSAA Service Center at 
800-472-7878 or by applying on-line through the Members section of the GCSAA Web 
Site at http://www.gcsaa.org/members/torocvr.html 

Tfen finalists will be selected from the applicant pool and forwarded to the selection 
committee at Pinehurst Country Club. Bob Farren, assistant director of golf course main-
tenance, and his team will select three winners — two assistant superintendents and 
a student chapter member. 

All will participate on this tournament turf care team. Winners will be notified by 
May 1, 1999. 

For more information, contact GCSAA Service Center by calling 800-472-7878. 

MGCSA AFFILIATE NEWS 
H E R F O R T - N O R B Y 

G O L F C O U R S E 
A R C H I T E C T U R E 

(612) 938-0020 (61 2) 944-5888 

http://www.gcsaa.org/members/torocvr.html


Analytical Services By: 

Paskvan Consult ing 
Route 1, Box 77A 
Akeley, MN 56433 
218-652-3542 Office 
218-652-2949 Fax 
paskcons@wcta.net 

"Where Success is Never an Accident" 

Specialists in Soil & Plant Nutrition 
Tailored to Golf Courses and Sports Turf 

We provide the following services: 

• Complete inventory of the soils on the course or job site 
• Sampling, Analysis, Delivery and Interpretation of the 

results to save you money 
• Recommend corrective fertilizer materials to save you money 
• Physical analysis on sand-soil-peat to determine proper 

mixing for greens and topdressing 
• Irrigation quality analysis 
• First lab in the country A2LA accredited under the new 

USGA guidelines for new greens contruction 
• Fast turn around time, yet quality is never compromised 

WESTERN MINNESOTA BULL SESSION 
MARCH 15, 1999 • 10:00 A.M. 

ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY CLUB 

For Superintendents, Assistants and Mechanics. 
Everyone is Welcome. 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 

on Poa annua applying surfaces and severe losses of turf 
occurred after several bouts with severe thunderstorms in-
undated previously dry courses with several inches of rain. 
High winds associated with lines of thunderstorms also 
cause extensive damage to trees on many courses during 
the summer. Acres of Poa turf on fairways died or were 
severly injured after a few days of heavy rainfall during Au-
gust. Preventive fungicide applications and grub control 
did little to prevent the loss of Poa last summer, which took 
superintendent and golfers by surprise. Scalping the turf 
after the heavy rain probably contributed to the injury. Gol-
fers grumbled about poor fairway conditions well into Oc-
tober and were typically unwilling to accept that the injury 
was weather related and beyond the superintendents 
control. 

Atypical weather persisted well into fall. A warm Novem-
ber and early December had many superintendents second-
guessing themselves regarding the use of covers on greens. 
Covers encouraged turf growth on greens at some courses 
until late December. Some superintendents removed covers, 
mowed the greens, and then re-applied snow mold fungi-
cides, while others did nothing. The implications of delay-
ing the normal hardening off process by covering turf will 
not be known until this spring. 

What will the last season of the millenium hold for your 
course? Only time will tell. 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND THE MARCH MINI-SEMINAR 
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 1999 

DOUBLETREE PARK PLACE HOTEL - ST. LOUIS PARK 
8:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M. 

WANTED 
Newer used wa lk ing g reens 

mower in good condit ion. 

Contac t : M I K E B U R K E 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

H e a r t of t he Valley GC 

(218) 784-4582 
OR (218) 784-2930 

FOR SALE 
Used 

TORO 474 1" BRASS 
QUICK COUPLER VALVES 

wi th s t a n d a r d cover. 
Requi res 1 W valve key. 

$15.00 each. 
Contac t : DAVID WOOD 

Oxbow CC 

(701) 588-4266 

FOR SALE 
1—Vermeer T300A trencher on 
tracks, with 4-way backfill blade, 
strong 4 cyl. Wis. air-cooled engine, 
many new parts including chain and 
stinger. $2,500. Also 1-Glenmac-
Harley rock rake/land-leveler. 3 point 
mount, pto driven, with hydr. scari-
fier. Good condition $3,500. 
Contact: FRED FABIAN, JR., CGCS 

Teal Wing GC, Hayward, WI 

(715) 462-3422 

FOR SALE 
• 1985 Ransomes 180 
Triplex Mower-$750 
• 1982 National 68" 
Triplex Mower-$300 

• 1972 Harley Davidson 
Golf Car (gas)-$250 

• Also 3 electric utility carts 
of various ages—$200 each 
Contact: FRED TAYLOR 

Mankato Golf Club 

(507) 388-2546 

FOR SALE 
1975 and 1976 Model 

National 84" Trim Mowers 
Good running condition. 

Good reel and bedknife stock. 
Ready to use! 

Best offer over $595.00 each. 
Contact: DOUG or JEFF 
at The Minikahda Club. 

(612) 926-4167 

FOR SALE 
Cushman/Broyhill 

240 gal. sprayer 
Model RC-1B sprayer control 

Excellent Condition 
$1,500 / Best Offer 

Contact: KURT HOVALDT 
Marshall Golf Club 

(507) 532-5164 

USED EQUIPMENT 
1992 Jac Turf Cat 

20 Hp gas • 2900 Hrs. 
Used to pick range balls, 
no mower deck with it, 
just the traction unit. 

$800.00 

1983 Giant Vac Blower 
14 hp Kohler 

Comes with hydraulics to 
run the air flow control. 

$600.00 

1983 Three Wheel Cushman 
with Vicon and no box 

1575 Hrs. 
$2,600.00 

Contact: GREG SPENCER 
Brookview Golf Course 

(612) 512-2353 
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE 

TO MEMBER SUPERINTENDENTS 
CALL OR FAX THE OFFICE 

(612) 473-0557 • Fax: (612) 473-0576 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-MGCSA-27 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

mailto:paskcons@wcta.net


For a t h i r d o f t h e c o s t o f hand labor* , y o u can p u t t h e Toro® S i tework™ 

Systems p r o d u c t l ine t o w o r k f o r you . T h e c o r n e r s t o n e o f t h e S i t e w o r k 

Systems l ine is t h e Dingo® c o m p a c t u t i l i t y loader , a 4 1 - i n c h w i d e versa t i l e 

m a c h i n e t h a t p o w e r s o v e r 30 avai lable a t t a c h m e n t s . I t a lso c o m e s fu l ly 

l oaded w i t h 3000 psi o f hydraul ic p o w e r t o haul, t i l l , t rench , plant, dig, drag and 

dri l l . Th is c o m b i n a t i o n o f p o w e r and versat i l i ty , in a mach ine t h a t can f i t 

t h r o u g h a 4 8 - i n c h gate w h i l e be ing gen t le o n ex is t ing landscapes, a l l ows y o u 

t o d o an endless n u m b e r o f j obs in spaces p rev ious ly accessib le o n l y by 

hand labor. 

DISTRIBUTING CO 
Visit Toro on the World Wide Web at www.toro.com 14900 - 21st Ave. No. 

P l ymou th , M inneso ta 55447-4655 
(612) 475-2200 

* T h i s is on ly an example . You r resul ts may va ry acco rd ing 
t o actual cond i t i ons and specif ic sys tem emp loyed . 
© I 998 T h e T o r o Company . A l l Rights Reserved. 1-800-362-3665 

http://www.toro.com


Size isn't 
Everything... 

We're not the biggest guys selling quality 
turf equipment and turf care products 
in this market. 

There are larger ones. 

But in this day and age when many 
national turf distributors are scaling 
back to make investors happy and 
to reduce operating costs, it's sure 
nice to know that an independently 
and locally owned turf distributor 
like North Star Turf Supply has 
well trained sales and support 
people in the field everyday 
ready and willing to help 
you grow better turf. 

After 75-plus years of 
serving our customers, 
you could call us old-
fashioned, but we still 
believe in personally 
calling on our customers. 
We believe in starting and 
finishing each personal visit 
with a firm handshake. 

No, we're not the area's largest distributor 
of turf equipment, fertilizers, chemicals, grass 
seed and golf accessories. But we do conduct 
business the best way we know how. 

Face-to-face. 

North Star 
Turf Supply 

St. Paul Eagan 
Sioux Falls 

800-592-9513 



Calcium 
A Major Player With Returns Above and Below 

By RICK GABLER 
Floratine Products 

We all know how critical the correct nutrients within the 
soil and turfgrass are for turf survival during the more 
stressful periods of time. Calcium is one of the nutrients 
to help with this task. Its nutrient-carrying capabilities wi-
thin the turfgrass are critical. Its responsibility within the 
soil is major. Then why do we not see it added to fertility 
programs more? Let's go over some of the major proven facts 
of Calcium, before we try to answer this. 

Calcium Improves Soil Structure 
In Heavy Clay Soils 

Calcium is used to flocculate the clays in the soil. Floc-
culation is the process where smaller clay particles are 
broken up and then held together in fewer but larger par-
ticles. These particles allow more air space between them 
which means more air and water movement down through 
the root system. Better infiltration and conductivity results 
in less water on the surface which may help minimize al-
gae problems. 

Calcium Helps Plants 
Absorb Nutrients Better 

In a simplified manner, Calcium is a nutrient carrier in 
both the soil and the turfgrass tissue. In the soil it helps 
control the water movement and conductivity which means 
it can deliver more nutrients from the soil solution. In the 
turfgrass, Calcium helps regulate water and nutrient up-
take by the roots and the movement throughout the plant. 
Calcium aids cell division and cell wall formation and is 
critical for respiration during high heat and humidity peri-
ods. A large Calcium deficiency within the turfgrass could 
result in poor root development and little response to nitro-
gen or iron applications. Also, high nitrogen applications 
in the spring or fall can lead to wilt if the Calcium within 
the turfgrass is below its target range. 

Calcium Helps Bind 
Organic Matter to Clay 

The value of organics is increased when Calcium levels 
in the soil are correct. Microbial populations favor a cor-
rect Ca: Mg ratio (1). Imbalances of Calcium and Magnesi-
um can permit organic residues to decay into alcohol, a 
sterilant to bacteria, and also into formaldehyde, a preser-
vative of cell tissue. In soil tests, this is exactly what is hap-
pening when we see high levels of organics and low levels 
of available Calcium. A minimal resonse to organic fertiliz-
er inputs can be seen in these situations. 

Calcium Can Decrease 
Sodium Content in Soil 

Because Calcium is divalent (double positive charge), and 
atomic weight of the Calcium molecule being 40 and sodi-
um being 23 with a single charge, sodium can be replaced 
on the soil colloid by Calcium. The sodium is then ionized 
in the soil solution, which then can be flushed. 

Here are some of the findings we have seen after com-
pleting many soil reports in the Upper Midwest: 

• Calcium levels in the sand-based greens are usually 
70-90% base saturation. This usually means calcareous 
sand was used in the construction. 

• Old push-up greens usually show a 55-70% base satu-
ration of Calcium. 

Which one of these is better for Calcium availability? 
(Continued on Page 26) 

You expect the most from 
your fertilizer. 

You expect the most from 
your seed. 

Shouldn't you expect the most 
out of your soil tests? 

40 of the top 100 golf courses 
in the U.S. do. 

Paskvan Consulting 
Balanced Soil & Plant Nutrition 
"Where success is never an accident" 

Craig Paskvan 
Phone: 218-652-3542 • Fax: 218-652-2949 
E-mail: paskvanconsulting@unitelc.com 

mailto:paskvanconsulting@unitelc.com


Calcium— 
(Continued from Page 25) 
It may be difficult to say until you do a soil test called 
"Water Soluble Paste Extraction." This test takes a sam-
ple of your soil, and adds either distilled water, or even bet-
ter, your irrigation water. The soil solution is then sucked 
from it and analyzed for nutrients in the soil. Unless Gyp-
sum, Limestone, Dolomitic or a liquid Calcium source has 
been applied, we typically see a low level of available Cal-
cium. When the available Calcium reaches its target range 
and is in balance with other nutrients, the result on the 
turfgrass and soil is very significant. Disease, algae, thatch, 
LDSA, watering and color uniformity can be greatly af-
fected. 

Some Available Calcium Sources 

Gypsum. Usually around 22% Calcium and 16% sulfur. 
Most widely used. Does not significantly effect pH. Check 
sulfur levels in the soil before application. 

Limestone. Usually around 36% Calcium. Can raise pH. 
Dolomite. Usually around 21% Calcium and 10% mag-

nesium. Can raise pH. Check magnesium levels in the soil 
before application. (The above three products are usually in 
granular form but liquids are available) 

Liquid Calcium. Usually around 8% Calcium. Immedi-
ately available to the turfgrass. 

The answer to why we don't see Calcium used more often 
is in the above mentioned products. The granular Calcium 
products thatwere available years ago took a long time to 
break down in the soil and were messy during application. 

Many times the results were not seen until the next year. 
How many times have we seen limestone used to make 
something on a course or athletic field and then the next 
spring the grass was greener where the limestone was 
applied? 

New granular products are sold today where the availa-
bility of the Calcium is significantly improved. Now some 
manufacturers pulverize the gypsum or limestone and then 
bind the powder with an organic water soluble binder into 
very small beads. Upon application to the turf, and after 
the first watering, the product disperses into the soil. The 
exposed surface area of the Calcium is greatly enhanced 
over the old chunks and rocks of older products. More sur-
face area means a faster break down into the soil. There 
are no powder clouds drifting around during the applica-
tion and no big bumps on the greens or tees. No powder 
means no loss of product to the wind and no foot marks. 

Liquid Calcium applications are very fast in delivering 
the available Calcium to the turfgrass when applied cor-
rectly. Don't let the low application rates fool you. The li-
quid Calcium products are usually complexed for foliar 
uptake or chelated for staying in the soil solution for up-
take by the turfgrass roots. Since most liquid Calcium 
products can only contain a maximum of approximately 8% 
total Calcium, the addition of bulk granular Calcium to 
the soil might be required per a soil report. 

Calcium has been building and strengthening our bones 
for many years, now try it on your turfgrass. It will like 
it and, in return, strengthen you. 

References: (1) Eco Farm, C.J. Fenzau. 

OUR CARRYALLS WORK OVERTIME 
SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO 

CLUB CAR 
INGERSOLL-RAND 

GETOUT 
- A ND 
STAY 

OUT. 

Minnesota Golf Cars 
and Utility Vehicles 

951 EAST 79th STREET BLOOMINGTON, MINNESOTA 55420 

(612) 853-9836 
A U T H O R I Z E D D E A L E R 



How to Save Dutch Elm 
Infected Trees by Tracing 

By TOM PROSSER 
Rainbow Treecare 

Tracing Dutch Elm disease and saving elms is not a 
difficult process. In fact, it can easily save many elms that 
are infected well into the trunk. However, it can be tricky 
and the arborist performing the tracing must have a basic 
understanding of how Dutch Elm disease grows in the tree 
as well as an elms vascular physiology. If the disease has 
entered the root system of the elm, this process will not 
work and the tree needs to be removed. 

The Goal of Tracing 

This process will only work if all the disease fungus is 
isolated from the rest of the tree. This sounds much hard-
er than it actually is. If you clearly understand the essen-
tial points as stated below, with a little practice you will 
easily be able to perform this operation. You will readily 
be able to predict where the disease is growing inside the 
tree and be able to put walls between it and the healthy 
portion of the tree. Many trees are saved every year. The 
disease is so predictable that seldom are trees lost after 
isolating the infected part. 

Basic Information about Dutch Elm Disease, 
Elm Physiology and Tracing 

Dutch Elm disease is a fungus. It usually enters an elm 
through a 2-4 year old twig, on the back of the European 
elm bark beetle. Once inside the tree, the disease starts to 
grow downwards at a rate anywhere between one inch to 
one foot per day. It is important to note that the Dutch Elm 
fungus moves downward much faster than it spreads later-
ally. In addition, it only grows in the current year's water 
conducting tissue — never deeper. The disease causes the 
tree to produce a dark brown stain in the xylem. These 
brownish "tyloses" are not the disease, but the tree's reac-
tion to the disease are what the arborist will use to follow 
the disease. 

The architecture of a branch/trunk junction only allows 
the disease to grow down. This is because the vascular tis-
sue connection is only at the bottom of a branch. This is 
different than a co-dominate stem junction where the vas-
cular tissue is connected on all sides. The reason you need 
to know this is that when tracing an infected branch, the 
disease will only grow out the bottom of the branch into 
the trunk or stem. Thus, it is often unnecessary to remove 
that whole limb, as the disease is often isolated to growing 
below that branch. 

Once this information is clearly understood, the tracing 
process should be within reach of most anyone who has the 

patience and care to thoroughly finish the process. 

The Steps of Tracing Dutch Elm Disease 

The tools needed for tracing are a chainsaw, a hammer, 
a sharp chisel and a sharp-pointed pick. 

Step 1 

The first step of tracing DED is to pick your candidate 
wisely. Because the symptoms of this disease are often be-
hind the growth of the fungus, symptoms alone cannot be 
your guide. To determine if a tree can be saved, "explora-
tory surgery" must be done. This involves finding the point 
of the infection and then opening small windows progres-
sively down the tree looking for the characteristic brown 
staining. When doing this, notice how the width of the fun-
gus growth gets narrower the further down you go. For a 
tree to be saveable, the disease discoloration must end at 
least 10 feet above the root system. One exception to this 
scenario exists, that is if the disease has grown into the 
center of a co-dominant stem. If this happens, the disease 
may grow upward into the rest of the tree quickly and the 
tree may not be saveable. Note: In some cases, there are 
multiple disease infection sites; each one needs to be traced. 

Step 2 

Once the tree has been determined to be a viable can-
didate, the tracing process can begin. The first step is to 
remove the infected branch or branches that are less than 
6 inches in diameter. Once you reach infected limbs over 
this size and the disease stain comprises less than a third 
of the circumference of the branch, you can begin the trac-
ing process. If the disease comprises more than 1/3 of the 
branch circumference, it is advisable to remove this limb 
back to the collar. 

Step 3 

Begin tracing at the point where the diseased branch was 
removed. The first step is to cut a window to get an idea 
of the size of the disease and the direction it is growing. 
Using a chainsaw, cut a I-IV2 inch deep groove 1-2 inches 
on each side of your estimated disease stain. Since the bark 
is in the way, you will need to interpolate the path the fun-
gus is growing. This first section should go 6 inches down. 
Then cut across and connect the two cuts. Take the ham-
mer and pound on the bark. It should pop off revealing the 
disease stain and the direction it is going. If the disease 
stain goes wider than estimated, be sure to increase the 

(Continued on Page 28) 



Dutch Elm Disease— 
(Continued from Page 27) 

width of the isolated area. Also, be sure you create a buffer zone of clear 
unstained wood of 1-2 inches to the outside of the growing disease. 

Step 4 
Keep repoeating the above process all the way down the limb and into 

the trunk. This will take practice and patience at first; as you get ex-
perience, you will be able to go much faster. In many cases the disease will 
not go exactly straight, but will follow the twists and turns of the xylem. 
The pattern of the bark can be a useful tool to help predict these turns. 
However, the staining must be your guide. 

Not every hole has to have a 
WATER HAZARD! 

Prinsco PE pipe will keep your 
greens and fairways dry... 
and always ready to play. 

PRINSCO 
Manufac tu re rs of G O L D F L O Dua l -Wal l a n d 
G O L D L I N E Cor ruga ted Po lye thy lene Pipe 

800-992-1725 

Step 5 

Eventually the disease stain will become 
very thin and then disappear. Because the 
tyloses stain is a symptomatic reaction to 
the disease, the tracing must continue for 
a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 15 ad-
ditional feet to insure all the disease is 
compartmentalized. This is the trickiest 
part of the process, but by using a sharp 
pick or nail you will be able to "light up" 
the xylem and continue tracing. At this 
point, stick the pick into the xylem — you 
will notice that the xylem in both direc-
tions will turn a lighter color. This will be 
your guide to making sure you are isolat-
ing the infected xylem and not going off 
course. Once you have gone at least 1-15 
feet past the last visible stain, you are 
finished. If you have isolated all the disease 
from the rest of the tree, it will be saved. 

Step 6 

The final step is optional: injection of 
Thiabendizole (Arbotect 20-S) using the 
University of Minnesota technique and 
dosage. While this will not cure infected tis-
sue that may have been missed, it will very 
effectively protect the tree from future in-
fection for 2V2-3 years. 

Important Notes 

• Because this tracing process leaves a 
wound on the tree, it is important not to cut 
too deep. Deeper than one inch below the 
bark and two inches outside the stain is 
usually unnecessary. 

• Early season disease signs often reflect 
an infection from the year before. In these 
cases, the symptoms can be very far behind 
the disease in the tree and some disease 
will be located in last year's xylem hidden 
underneath this year's tissue. A chisel can 
be used to scrape away this year's xylem 
to make sure the disease is not in last 
year's vessels. 

• Wet springs often result in larger xy-
lem tubes and a faster moving disease. Con-
versely a dry spring will result in smaller 
xylem tubes and much slower moving 
disease. 

• Because there is an element of risk, 
other elms in root graft distance need to 
have these root grafts physically or chemi-
cally disrupted in case the procedure fails. 

* * * 

Editor's Note: This procedure was developed 
by Tom Prosser of Rainbow Treecare in Min-
neapolis and has been successfully used to save 
hundreds of infected elms. 



When you need Top Dressing Material 

you need Plaisted. 

P.O. Box 332 • 11555 205th Avenue N.W. • Elk River, MN 55330 
6 1 2 - 4 4 1 - 1 1 0 0 

Plaisted Companies is the one call for all your golf 
course materials, including top dressing blends 
to meet your most demand ing specifications. 

Construction Materials • Top Dressing Blends • Bunker Sand # Carpath Aggregate • Draintile & Decorative Rock 
Photo courtesy of Burian Photography® 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Steve Shumansky 
Perham Lakeside Country Club 

Cabin Fever 
Do you have it? Are you thinking about how nice it's go-

ing to be when all the snow is gone and the ice on the lakes 
melts away? That is what I've been thinking about these 
past couple weeks. I can't wait until I can go out on the 
course and see how nice everything will look. Besides, my 
fish house is on dry land and the Walleye season is over 
for a time, not that they were biting very much the last 
month of the season. The sun is shining and warming 
everything up. So far, this winter has been rather good to 
us, no ice anywhere and enough snow cover to keep a 
blanket on everything. As long as it doesn't turn really cold 
and stay that way for a long period of time, I don't see any 
problems for anybody. (I hope I haven't jinxed anybody by 
saying that!) 

Are You Ready 
Spring is almost upon us. The time to kick butt is right 

around the corner. By now our equipment has been serv-
iced, cleaned up and ready for another season's use. I'm 
getting that itch to start painting all the amenities, i.e. 
benches, ball washers, tee markers, etc. And when that 
happens, the feeling of a new season brings a feeling of 
freshness. 

For me, I had better finish up those around-the-house 

projects before the busy time hits. Otherwise it'll have to 
wait until November. And I hate when that happens. Liv-
ing out of a suitcase or bathing in a sink are not my cup 
of tea. 

Golf Show 

Paul Eckholm would like to take this time to thank 
everyone who helped out at the Golf Show held February 
19-21 at the Metrodome. Supporting our association is 
something we need to do to keep it viable. Maybe a lot of 
people didn't even know we have a booth there. It's my 
fault for not announcing it in Hole Notes for you to sign 
up. I know Paul talked to people about working it, but I 
can say it made for a long weekend for us. (Yes, I drove 
down and helped, too.) 

Notes 

Congratulations go out to Tom and Tracy Johanns on the 
birth of their son Steven Russell in January. 

* * 5fC * 
The MGCSA wishes to thank P&H Warehouse for its 

generous contribution for the Orlando Hospitality Night. 
* * * * 

Condolences go out to Steve Young whose father 
passed away this winter in Arizona. Steve is an affiliate 
member from Plaisted Industries who served on the 
MGCSA Board of Directors this past year. 

* * * * 

With this I'll close. I've run out of things to talk about. 
I hope as the snow melts and spring arrives you and your 
courses are in good health! 

See ya next month. — Steve Shumansky 
Editor 

MGCSA President Thomas Fischer, CGCS, offers James Snow, 
USGA Green Section, an MGCSA Research donation check of 
$3,000. 

We can tell you 
what to plant, 

where to plant, 
when to plant. 

Guess that makes us 
plant managers. 

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 2 8 - 5 8 9 8 

Whatever your needs for your golf 
course, Peterson Seed can help. They 
can supply grass seed for everything 
from tees and greens to fairways and 
roughs. Whether you're building a 
new course or renovating an existing 
one, Peterson Seed offers expert 
advice and dependable products. 

© 1999 Peterson Seed Company, Inc. 


