
This Ain't Your Daddy's 

Poa Annua 
By RON FURLONG 

Everett Golf and Country Club, Mukilteo, Washington 
(Formerly at The Wilds in Prior Lake, Minn.) 

Had you cornered me a few years ago and told me that 
someday, in the near future, I'd be assisting in the manage-
ment of a golf course swimming in a sea of poa annua 
(greens, tees, fairways, rough, everywhere!), and that there 
would be absolutely no alternatives to this, I'd have thought 
you a bit nuts. However, nearly through my first year out 
here in the Pacific Northwest, I can safely say my attitude 
has indeed changed. 

Having spent the better part of the past decade in at-
tempts at eradicating this "weed," as we called poa, from 
the Twin City courss I worked at, it took a serious change 
of heart for me to actually accept this "grass" and, indeed, 
help it flourish. 

The managing of poa annua in the Seattle area is cer-
tainly, without a doubt, the most drastic difference I have 
encountered in the managing of turf in the Pacific North-
west compared to back home. (I think I will always call Min-
nesota home, even if I were to stay here another 30 years). 
Although a close second would be the fact that in January 
we're actually cutting cups and mowing greens compared 
to . . . well, you know what is happening at Minnesota 
courses in January. The word "managing" poa annua is 
the key. At many courses in the Midwest we're trained to 
a certain extent to hate poa annua. To fight it. To never 
give in. To control it. At The Wilds we had poa annua alerts 
if anyone ever spotted a single blade of the evil substance 
amidst our pure, unblemished acres of Penn Links. Okay, 
I'm exaggerating a bit, but I think I've made my point. In 
Minnesota, if you have the means to control poa, you con-
trol it. However, here, talking about controlling poa annua 
(a mistake I made when I first arrived) is bound to get 
smiles and a few chuckles from the locals, and the know-
ing, obligatory shaking of the head slowly. This is not to 
say that there are not newer courses in the northwest that 
make attempts, some successful, at growing colonial bent-
grass on their greens and tees. However, onmature courses, 
like the one I work at — Everett Golf and Country Club 
— which is as mature as they get at 90 years old, poa an-
nua is simply a fact of life. 

The truth of the matter is, once one accepts poa annua, 

you begin to realize that growing a quality poa annua green 
is no more difficult here than growing a Penncross creep-
ing bentgrass green in Minnesota. And with a fairly simi-
lar quality. All one needs to do to find proof of the poten-
tial quality of a poa annua green is to look at two of 1998's 
three major championships played in the U.S. The greens 
at both The Olympic Golf Club, site of the '98 U.S. Open, 
and at Sahalee, site of the '98 PGA Championship, are poa 
annua. Sahalee, a neighboring Seattle course, is similar in 
many respects to Everett Golf and Country Club (ECGC). 
Both courses are tight, mature layouts, flourishing amidst 
literally thousands of towering Douglas Firs. Though at 
only 100 acres ECGS could only dream of hosting such an 
event as the PGA Championship, we face most of the same 
trials and tribulations that Sahalee faces, including 
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the managing of our poa greens. 
In the Pacific Northwest, poa is seen commonly as a 

winter annual. After flowering and seeding, the annuals 
die, leaving dormant seed behind to germinate when 
moisture returns (moisture is definitely not a problem here 
from October through April). Mature courses tend to have 
more favorable, higher quality types of poa than the new-
er courses in this region. Studies have shown as many as 
20 different biotypes of annual bluegrass may exist on a 
single putting green. Another fact that makes poa annua 
a good grass for a putting green is the high shoot densi-
ties. As Dr. David R. Huff pointed out in a recent USGA 
article, a quality Penncross creeping bentgrass green will 
have about 200 to 250 tillers within a square inch, com-
pared to a similar healthy poa annua reptans green which 
may have as many as 1300 shoots in the same area. 

Our greens management program here at ECGC, in-
stituted by CGCS Randy White, is similar in many respects 
to that of a Midwest program. A spring and fall aerifica-
tion and topdressing; light topdressing throughout the year, 
about every third or fourth week; a verticutting and spik-
ing program in the summer; occasional hydroject aerifica-
tion throughout the year, as well as occasional solid core 
tining; a sound fertility program, and the mad scramble 
during the hot months of July and August to keep the deli-

cate grass alive with proper irrigation. There are, of course, 
many differences as well. We are not hit with pythium or 
dollar spot here, but instead anthracnose and fusarium 
reign terror. No cutworms, but the European Crane Fly is 
a nasty little replacement (crows love to peck at the greens 
looking for the larvae). But here, like anywhere, golfers 
want speed (we roll twice a week in the summer months) 
and conditions just like those they saw on television on Sun-
day. The Augusta syndrome. Some problems are, alas, 
universal. 

Most are aware, of course, of the testing done over the past 
few years at the University of Minnesota by Donald White, 
Ph.D., which has actually produced a poa annua reptans 
(creeping bluegrass) seed for sale on the market. DW 184. 
According to White, once established, DW 184 produces 
very few flowers, is dense, upright, dark green and has dis-
played good resistance to a variety of diseases. Still, con-
vincing someone in Minnesota that poa annua is the 
answer for them may as yet be a hard sale. Some ways are 
hard to change, and certainly being forced into the change, 
as I was when I made my move to the Seattle area, was 
an easier way of facing up to this conversion. I simply had 
no choice. Yet, even in Minnesota, I think one has to look 
at the situation with an open mind and say to oneself, is 
this the way to go? Should I suddenly embrace something 
I have spent so long trying to eliminate? Time will tell. 
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GREENSMASTER® 3100 
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• Quick response power steering 
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Garske Scholarships 
Now in Third Year 

Named after the founder of Par 
Aide Products Co., the Joseph S. 
Garske Legacy Awards now are in 
their third year of funding two 
scholarship grants to children and 

grandchildren of MGCSA members. 
The Par Aide firm, located in St. 

Paul, contributes $2,500 annually, 
divided into two grants. This year Lu-
cas A. Mahal, son of Doug Mahal, su-

perintendent at The Minikahda Club, 
received his second grant of $1,250. 
He is a natural resources student at 
Vermilion Community College in Ely. 

Awarded her first $1,250 grant for 
the 1998-99 school year was Amy 
Mounts, Evansville, daughter of Peter 
Mounts, superintendent at Tipsinah 
Mounds Golf Club, Elbow Lake. Amy 
is a computer science student at the 
University of Minnesota in Morris. 

The late Mr. Garske, who died at the 
age of 76 in 1982, started Par Aide in 
1954 with plans to make a "good" ball 
washer. A foundryman and avid golf-
er, he knew little about the golf busi-
ness, tried to sell his ideas for design 
and tooling to two accessory compa-
nies, was turned down by both and so 
began Par Aide Products Company. 

The Garske scholarships were start-
ed two years ago by Joseph Garske's 
son, Steve, who noted that his father 
"was an orphan with only a sixth 
grade education and was self-
conscious about his lack of formal 
schooling, but he always wanted to 
help young people with their edu-
cation." 

"I am pleased to have our company 
provide these scholarships since the 
superintendent's job has become ever 
more demanding and, for many su-
perintendents, providing a college 
education for their children requires 
true sacrifice," Garske said. "I am for-
tunate to have the opportunity and 
ability to help." 

For more information about apply-
ing for these and other MGCSA 
scholarships, call the MGCSA office 
at (612) 473-0557 or toll free at 
1-800-642-7227 or fax (612) 473-0576. 

Not every hole has to have a 

WATER HAZARD! 

Prinsco PE pipe will keep your 
greens and fairways dry... 
and always ready to play. 

PRINSCO 
Manufacturers of GOLDFLO Dual-Wall and 
GOLDLINE Corrugated Polyethylene Pipe 

800-992-1725 I 
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How Does He Stay So Long? 
By JACK KOLB 

MGCSA Life Member 

Great Grandfather Carl Fabian aboard his new Worthing-
ton tractor. This picture was taken in 1944. 
he wound up in Winona, Minnesota and was commissioned 
to design Winona Country Club in 1919. Upon the open-
ing of the new club in 1920 Ben Knight stayed on as the 
Golf Pro for the next 31 years and retired in 1951. Winona 
Country Club is in a beautiful setting. It takes you out of 
typical Minnesota landscape and puts you in a New En-
gland setting such as Vermont. It is located in a deep val-
ley with high, cliff-like, heavily wooded hills surrounding. 
The geology is so different than the average Minnesota 
Prairie Golf Course. 

Carl Fabian (Ron's father) became Superintendent in 
1939 and retired from the course in 1953 at which point 
Ron Fabian took over. Ron, of course, grew up on the course 
and began working as a 12-year-old making $22.50 per 
60-80 hour week during the summer. As Ron explains he 
did everything that had to be done in a crew of 3-4 men. 

In 1964 construction began on the second nine and 
opened in August of 1966, thus Winona Country Club be-
came an 18-holer. Three tennis courts, automatic irrigation 
and, swimming pool completed in the mid 70's brought the 
course into "Country Club" status. 

In high school Ron became a musician specializing as an 
accordionist. He often brought his accordian to school and 
would leave directly from school for a gig. This was his se-
cond love and he found it to pay more than he could make 
on the golf course. He never abandoned the golf business 
(because of the fickleness of people in entertainment), music 
was his social expression. He got to travel far and wide, he 

(Continued on Page 18) 

I have often said that it is easy to write about someone 
who has a lot of interests and I am sure that individual 
has been found in the person of Ronald C. Fabian. Gener-
ally we write about former Superintendents. This gentle-
man has been around so long that I was sure retirement 
had taken place. Not so! The name Fabian has been as-
sociated with Winona Country Club since 1939. It was 
Ron's father who started work as Golf Course Superinten-
dent at that time. 

I had met Ron in March of 1953 at the 25th Annual Turf 
Conference held at the Curtis Hotel in downtown Min-
neapolis. He was there to pick up as much information as 
possible so he could replace his dad as Golf Course Superin-
tendent that Spring. Thus as I began looking for retired 
"Soups," you would think that 45 years later Ron would 
qualify. 

To digress for a moment — it might behoove us to know 
that Winona Country Club was opened in 1920 as a nine 
hole course. The course was deisgned by Ben Knight, a 
Scotsman from Aberdeen, Scotland. He seemed to have 
been a multi-talented individual. He was born in 1889 and 

Ron Fabian working on his Worthington "Overgreenthe 
forerunner of triplex green mowers. Son Dennis is interest-
ed in Mom the photographer. The "Overgreen" had one 
mower mounted between the large wheels and two follow-
ing. The operator was accessible by the long handle-bars. 
Photo taken in 1955. 
emigrated to the USA in 1909 as a 20-year-old with a back-
ground in engineering. His talents led him into many en-
deavors in many parts of the country. Several of his jobs 
were in association with the construction of Golf Courses. 
After a short hitch in the U.S. Army during World War I, 



Fabian— 
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watched lovers spoon, bar room brawls, played at weddings, 
wakes and corporate parties. Even afer he was appointed 
Golf Course Superintendent of Winona Country Club in 
1953 (succeeding his dad) Ron worked days at the golf club 
and played with the band at night. 

Ron has played all the "big-time clubs" in Minnesota and 
some better known out-of-state. Ron played the old Prom 
Ballroom on University Avenue in St. Paul, Schliefs Little 
City around the corner from my place in Inver Grove 
Heights, Marigold Ballroom on Hennepin Avenue in Min-
neapolis, the Play more in Rochester, Minn., Avalon Ball-
room in La Crosse, Wis., Pine Island Pavilion, George's 
Ballroom in New Ulm and the list goes on including a twice 
a year trip to Chicago to play the Aragon Ballroom on the 
North Side and the Trianon on the South Side. As we all 
know many of these ballrooms have disappeared and Ron 
has been able to concentrate more on his first love — the 
golf course. 

When Turf Supply Company was an infant and this 
writer was trying his luck at sales, I would arrive at Wino-
na C.C. rather late in the afternoon (like 4:30) and would 
have to seek Ron at his Witoka Tavern and Dance Hall. 
He had bought this place in 1975. Joan, his wife, would 
open the bar about 3:00 p.m. and Ron would help close it 
at 3:00 a.m. the next morning. After about five years of 
working 12 hour nights and 12 hour days they sold it. Ron 
has been very generous in praise of his wife Joan who car-
ried the load for most of these enterprises. 

Ron's outside interests never cease to amaze one. At the 
time of this interview he had dropped his wife Joan off in 
Stillwater as she was conning the antique shops and shar-
pening her eye for value of furniture, jewelry, trinkets, 

Pictured from right to left are grandfather Ron, son Den-
nis, grandson Adam and grandson Lukus. 

dinnerware and all those things that go along with estate 
sales. You see, Joan and Ron also handle estate sales. 

Ron's son, Dennis, also has been a great support. Dennis 
started working for his father at age 16. Ten years ago he 
was named Assistant Superintendent. Dennis' son, Adam, 
(age 23) started working for Pat Shortridge in the pro shop 
and upon legal age joined the grounds crew. Grandson Lu-
kus (Dennis' son) is a two-year veteran of the grounds crew, 
ron and wife Joan have been married 46 years (1952). They 
have five children, 12 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Ron received his 45-year plaque from the MGCSA and has 
24 years as a member of the GCSAA. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

GOLF COURSE G.M. 
WANTED 

Golf Course General Manager 
wanted for a 9 hole course. Duties 
include supervision of grounds 
crew and clubhouse staff. Salary: 
$28,000-$35,000. 
Send Resume and/or letter to: 
SWAN LAKE COUNTRY CLUB 
P.O. Box 308, Pengilly, MN 55775 
Telephone inquiries, ask for Dan at 
218/885-1285. 

WANTED 
Axel Assembly for 

F-10 Jacobsen Mower 
or whole unit 

Contac t : G A L E N SABELKO 
Pr ince ton Valley Golf 
E a u Claire, Wisconsin 

(320) 732-3696 

FOR SALE 
Used 

TORO 474 1" BRASS 
QUICK COUPLER VALVES 

wi th s t a n d a r d cover. 
Requi res l l A" valve key. 

$15.00 each. 
Contac t : DAVID WOOD 

Oxbow CC 

(701) 588-4266 

FOR SALE 
1975 and 1976 Model 

National 84" Trim Mowers 
Good running condition. 

Good reel and bedknife stock. 
Ready to use! 

Best offer over $595.00 each. 
Contact: DOUG or JEFF 
at The Minikahda Club. 

(612) 926-4167 

HELP WANTED 
Aggressive, energetic, self starter 
needed to join our retail golf & turf 
equipment sales department. Ex-
perience in this type of sales is neces-
sary as are highly developed written 
and verbal communication skills. Ex-
cellent salary, commission and 
benefit package available! Send re-
sume and cover letter to: 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Pt. Douglas Dr. S. 

Hastings, MN 55033. 
Paid Advertisement 

FOR SALE 
C u s h m a n / B r o y h i l l 

240 gal. sprayer 
Model RC-1B sprayer control 

Excellent Condition 
$1,500 / Best Offer 

Contact: KURT HOVALDT 
Marshall Golf Club 

(507) 532-5164 

USED EQUIPMENT 
1992 Jac Turf Cat 

20 Hp gas • 2900 Hrs. 
Used to pick range balls, 
no mower deck with it, 
just the traction unit. 

$800.00 

1983 Giant Vac Blower 
14 hp Kohler 

Comes with hydraulics to 
run the air flow control. 

$600.00 

1983 Three Wheel Cushman 
with Vicon and no box 

1575 Hrs. 
$2,600.00 

Contact: GREG SPENCER 
Brookview Golf Course 

(612) 512-2353 
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE 

TO MEMBER SUPERINTENDENTS 
CALL OR FAX THE OFFICE 

(612) 473-0557 • Fax: (612) 473-0576 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-MGCSA-27 



The Great Stewards 
Of Minnesota Golf Courses 

It is my belief that the late John 
James Audubon would be very happy 
to see what is happening at golf 
courses in Minnesota today. And the 
same could be said for the late George 
Bird Grinnell. Both of these men 
played key roles in the beginning of 
America's wildlife conservation move-
ment. John James Audubon, a man 
impassioned with birds, became the 
authority of ornithology in North 
America in the early 1800s. He would 
later become forever famous as a 
painter of North American birds. Ge-
orge Bird Grinnell, the editor of Forest 
and Stream magazine, a man who at 
an early age was tutored by Au-
dubon's widow, formed the first con-
servation movement in America in 
the late 1880s. Grinnell, who believed 
that Audubon "had done more to 
teach Americans about birds of their 
own land than any other who lived, 
felt that "Audubon" would be a very 
appropriate name for his newly 
formed conservation organization. 
Hence, the birth of the first Audubon 
Society. Grinnell was motivated at 
that time by the vast destruction of 
birds by humans for their use of 
feathers and wings on hats and cloth-
ing. This disregard to conservation 
nearly lead to the extinction of sever-
al species of North American birds. 
Grinnell didn't disapprove of the tak-
ing of wild fowl for consumption, but 
he did disapprove of people and prac-
tices that held no regard for the fu-
ture well-being of wildlife in America. 

Today, another movement is un-
derway, and it happens to be on golf 
courss throughout America. The Au-
dubon Cooperative Sanctuary Pro-
gram for Golf Courses, administered 

By MICHAEL BROWER 
Hillcrest Country Club 

by the non-profit Audubon Interna-
tional, was started in 1991. There are 
currently 79 Minnesota golf courses 
involved in the program. The purpose 
of this program is to educate and as-
sist landowners and land managers 
through active involvement in pro-
tecting and enhancing wildlife 
habitats and conserving and sustain-
ing natural resources on their proper-
ties. Audubon and Grinnell would be 
proud of this program, because it is a 
continuation of what they started. 
There were conservation issues in the 
1800s, there are issues facing us as we 
approach the year 2000, and there 
will be issues for future generations 
to come. There will always be a need 
for conservation efforts. 

Audubon and Grinnell would be es-
pecially proud of the superintendents 
that I'm going to refer to as "The 
Great Stewards of Minnesota Golf 
Courses," the golf course superinten-
dents that have embraced this conser-
vation philosophy wholeheartedly. 
Are you one of them? In a day and age 
of increased environmental aware-
ness and scrutiny, can you afford not 
to be one that adopts this philosophy 
enthusiastically? There are current-
ly eight Minnesota golf courses that 
have achieved full certification in the 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
System. 

The Great Stewards 
Of Minnesota Golf Courses 

Minnesota Valley Country Club 
Bloomington, Minnesota 

Larry Mueller and Staff 
* * * 

The Minikahda Club 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Doug Mahal and Staff 

* * * 

Baker National Golf Course 
Medina, Minnesota 

Keith Greeninger and Staff 
* * * 

Woodhill Country Club 
Wayzata, Minnesota 

Rick Fredericksen and Staff 
* • * 

Izaty's Golf and Yacht Club 
Onamia, Minnesota 

Steve Schumacher and Staff 
* • * 

Somerset Country Club 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Jerry Murphy and Staff 
* * * 

The Town and Country Club 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Bill Larson and Staff 
• • • 

Tartan Park Golf Course 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota 
Joe Moris and Staff 

Each of these superintendents, their 
staffs, and their golf courses have 
been recognized by Audubon Interna-
tional for their efforts and success in 
each of the six achievement categories 
that the Audubon Sanctuary Program 
administers. They are environmental 
planning, integrated pest manage-
ment, outreach and education, wild-
life and habitat management, water 
conservation and water quality 
management. There are 20 addition-

(Continued on Page 20) 



Great Stewards— 
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al courses in Minnesota that have submitted environmen-
tal plans for their properties and are working toward full 
certification. 

Nearly 2,500 courses across the country are now active 
members of the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System 
Progam (the ACSSP). This number is growing each day, and 
I encourage every Superintendent to become involved with 
the program. It doesn't matter whether you're in the center 
of a metropolitan area or in the northwoods, there are im-

The straight cut, the cleanup cut, the whole 

The new 2500 Tri-Plex Greens Mower from John Deere. 
The complete package. In a 
nutshell, that's the new John Deere 
2500 Tri-Plex Greens Mower. From 
quality of cut to ease of operation 
and service, the 2500 scores high 
marks in all areas. Where quality of 
cut is concerned, the 2500 is 
second to none. The John Deere-
designed and manufactured cutting 
units feature a new bedknife-to-reel 

design. The patented offset-cutting-
unit design provides the operator with 
a clear view of the center cutting unit 
and helps reduce "tri-plex ring." 

Operators have never had it so good. 
The operator station on the 2500 has 
convenient fingertip controls for the 
throttle, reel drive, and cutting unit 
lift/lower. 

The 2500 is also extremely service 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Point Douglas Drive S. 

Hastings, MN 55033 
(612) 437-7747 • Fax: (612) 437-3483 

Noth ing Runs Like a Deere® 

provements each of us can make to wildlife habitat on our 
golf courses and conservation practices and environmen-
tal planning that will have a positive impact on our proper-
ties. The ACSSP represents an opportunity for all golf 
course superintendents to promote positive, pro-active en-
vironmental achievements. Your members, your communi-
ty, your staff, your image, wildlife, and the overall 
environment will all benefit. And let's not forget about Au-
dubon and Grinnell, they started the movement that has 
benefited our generation. Golf course superintendents have 
the opportunity to continue the movement for future gener-
ations. Become a "great steward," embrace it whole-
heartedly! 

For more information, contact: 
AUDUBON COOPERATIVE 

SANCTUARY SYSTEM 
c/o Audubon International 

46 Rarick Road 
Selkirk, NY 12158 
Tel: (518) 767-9051 

Web Site: http://www.audubonintl.org 
E-mail: acss@audubonintl.org 

Business Meeting— 
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ceived the association's Distin-
guished Service Award. 

Fred Taylor, Mankato Golf Club, 
was presented the Watson Award for 
his journalistic efforts for Hole Notes. 

Scholarship honorees were Chad 
Wilson, Utica, Minn. (Iowa State); 
David Swift, Sherburn, Minn. (Penn 
State); Kristine Ramsey, Peterson, 
Minn. (Iowa State), and Mike Har-
rington, Delafield, Wis. (University 
of Minnesota). 

The Trans-Mississippi/MGCSA 
Award went to Riley Kieffer, Niss-
wa, Minn. (Michigan State). 

The Joseph S. Garske Legacy 
honorees were Lucas Mahal, son of 
Doug Mahal, CGCS, and Amy 
Mounts, daughter of Peter Mounts. 

The MGCSA Legacy Awards went 
to John Redmond, son of Mike Red-
mond and Aaron Smith, son of Mark 
Smith. 

Tom Garrett, Mendota Heights, a 
Minnesota director of the Trans-
Mississippi Golf Association, present-
ed two checks totaling $1,500 from 
the Trans-Mississippi Turf Scholar-
ship Fund, Minnesota Project. 

The next MGCSA meeting will be 
held on Monday January 11, at Iza-
ty's Golf & Yacht Club. Jim Lehman 
will be the guest speaker starting at 
11:30 a.m. 

friendly. Cutting units can be 
detached in seconds, with adjust-
ments designed with the technician 
in mind. And daily service points 
can be checked from one side of the 
machine. 

You've never seen a tri-plex mower 
that can do it all like the 2500. So 
call us today for a demonstration. 
www.deere.com 
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