
Where Should I 
Go to College? 

A new GCSAA publication, "Guide to Colleges," can help 
students and their parents answer this question. Availa-
ble in June, the guide offers information on 2- and 4-year 
turf-related educational programs. 

The guide is divided into four sections: 
• Section one details the golf course superintendent's 

profession and relationship to the golf industry. 
• Section two describes a sample curriculum outline for 

both 2- and 4-year programs. 
• Section three is organized alphabetically by schools and 

offers an in-depth profile of each institution. Each profile 
includes the institution's name, geographical location by 
city and state, degrees offered, brief description and "fast 
facts" about the undergraduate program, special features 
of the program, educational facilities and contact infor-
mation. 

Section four is a geographical listing of all national and 
international turf-related programs that GCSAA has on 
file. The listing includes 1-year certificate programs, cor-
respondence courses and short courses. 

Td select the program that best fits their needs, students 
and parents also find helpful the information on faculty, 
special research and laboratory facilities, the types of 
degrees conferred, the number of hours required for a 
degree, internships required, career placement assistance, 
tuition costs and much more. 

The "Guide to Colleges" will be distributed free to all 
participating 2- and 4-year institutions of higher education. 
It will also be available for $30 through the GCSAA 
bookstore. 

Agenda— 
(Continued from Page 29) 

N o i s e 
Experts advise that stricter regulations on workers' ex-

posure to noise can be expected. The National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is working on 
new recommendations that the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) may adopt through 
rulemaking. 

Plan of Action: GCSAA will monitor and report on 
regulatory developments and work with the Outdoor Power 
Equipment Institute as appropriate. 

Grow 

New construction or course renovation, 
contact LESCO for premium performance 

turf seed varieties and 18-24-12 starter 
fertilizer with PolyPlus* SCU. To obtain 

more information on LESCO turf products 
contact your LESCO Professional Golf 
Representative or call (800) 321-5325. 

LESCO and Grow With Us are trademarks of LESCO. Inc. 
PolyPlus is a registered trademark of LESCO, Inc. 

Coming Next Month: 
The State Legislation/Regulation 

section of the 1997 
Legislative/Regulatory Agenda. 

Only par ex with IBDif has the highest WIN percentage. 
We have more than Lebanon and more than Scottst Because the higher the 
Water Insoluble Nitrogen content, the longer your turf will remain green and the 
less chance there is for burn. 

IMC Vigoro 

feyilfd t h e 
m & u i d m e a n 
iy inferior 

NETWT 

Ken Quandt 
Territory Manager 

West Allis, Wl 
414-327-3993 

Precision Turf & Chemicals 
7728 Commerce Circle 
Greenfield, MN 55373 
612-559-5293 



Winter Woes— 
(Continued from Front Cover) 

Removing the ice from greens dur-
ing December or January did not 
seem to prevent winterkill. Several 
superintendents broke up or removed 
ice from greens during December and 
January and severe injury still oc-
curred on the putting surface. The in-
jury to turf on greens was not always 
limited to poorly drained or high 
traffic areas dominated by poa annua. 
The injury seen on greens at some 
visits in May was so extensive that a 
fair amount of bentgrass must have 
been killed as well. 

According to many superintendents, 
clearing the snow from greens just be-
fore or during the first significant 
period of warmer weather in March 
did help prevent melting water from 
backing up on the turf and re-freezing 
at night. Clearing the snow from 
around the greens to give the water, 
from melting ice and snow, a clear 
path off the putting surfaces also 
seemed to produce positive results. 

Without a doubt, covers helped pre-
vent winterkill in 1997. The excelsior 
mats appeared to provide a bit more 
protection than the fabric types of 
covers. There were no reports of sig-
nificant injury to turf on greens at 
courses that covered greens. On some 
courses that covered only a few of the 
greens, the covered greens entered the 

spring in good to excellent condition 
while the uncovered greens usually 
sustained serious winterkill. There 
was at least one notable exception 
where a course that usually covers 
greens did not cover last winter and 
did not experience injury. 

Unfortunately, cool weather this 
spring and many hard frosts during 
May have slowed down the rate of 
turfgrass recovery. Plastic sheeting 
and geotextile fabric covers have been 
used to raise soil temperatures on 
overseeded greens to encourage faster 
seed germination. Overseeding tools 
such as the Verti-Seed and Job Saver 
resulted in faster germination due to 
better seed-to-soil contact than ver-
ticutting and broadcast seeding oper-
ations. Pre-germinating bentgrass 
seed by repeatedly soaking then dry-
ing the seed while changing the water 
between soakings has produced good 
results in the past and should be con-
sidered whenever the soil tempera-
tures are low. Pre-germinating seed, 
though, is a time-consuming task best 
suited for repairing relatively small 
areas of damage because the seed 
must be sown by hand or with a drop 
spreader. 

If there is a positive side to the 
widespread winterkill, it perhaps em-
phasizes the importance of several 
basic turfgrass management princi-
ples to the golfers. It reminds us all 
that standard maintenance practices 

that give the competitive edge to 
bentgrass over Boa annua such as aer-
ation, keeping the playing surfaces on 
the dry side, overseeding and improv-
ing surface/subsurface drainage in 
wet areas are necessary to reduce the 
risk of winterkill in the future. 

Winter Disease— 
(Continued from Page 5) 

present time I do not expect to find 
resistant strains, but will try. 

A survey of golf winter programs is 
being done by the MGCSA and when 
those results are available we should 
again review programs to determine 
what works and what did not. While 
I did not have plots this past year, 
reports from Michigan and Wisconsin 
are consistent in that many have had 
failures. The year was not good for 
winter disease control. I expect more 
will be learned in the next several 
months. 

Recognizing 
Distinguished 
Service 

Do you know a superintendent, edu-
cator, turf researcher or other in-
dividual who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the ad-
vancement of the golf course superin-
tendent's profession? 

Nominations for GCSAA's presti-
gious Distinguished Service Award 
(DSA) are being accepted through 
Sept. 1 for the 1998 DSA. The award 
will be presented at the Opening Ses-
sion of the 69th International Golf 
Course Conference and Show next 
February in Anaheim, Calif. 

Individuals who received a GCSAA 
Distinguished Service Award within 
the past 10 years are ineligible. 

1997 DSA recipients were past 
president Gerald F. Faubel, CGCS; 
Joseph Vargas Jr., Ph.D.; and Cole-
man Y. Ward, Ph.D. 

Nominations must be submitted to 
the board of directors on official DSA 
nomination forms. Members and 
chapter leaders may obtain an official 
form by contacting the executive 
management department at 
913/832-3617, or execmail@gcsaa.org. 

Professional Tree & Turf Equipment of Minnesota 
SPRA YING EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 

• ARBORIST TOOLS 

+ BACK PACK SPRAYERS 

• ENGINES 

• FITTINGS AND VALVES 

• HOSE REELS 

• POLY TANKS 

+ PUMPS 

• ROOT FEDERS 

• COMPUTERIZED SPRAYER CONTROLS 

• SPRAY GUNS AND WANDS 

• SPRAY TIPS 

• SPREADERS 

• SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

CUSTOM BUILT SPRAYERS: 
Truckster Lawn Care 
Trailer Sprayers Hydroseeding 
Tree Sprayers ATV Sprayers 

Phone: 53984 CSAH 20 Fax: 
(888) 243-3599 Paynesville, MN 56362 (320) 243-3569 

mailto:execmail@gcsaa.org


The Toro Greensmaster 3100. 
So Quiet You 

Can Hear A Pin Drop. 

tpf i lg 

At only 82 decibels, the 

Toro Greensmaster .,1 

3100 has to 

be heard to 

be believed. 

We'd like to come out and let you and 

your crew see, and hear, how it works 

on your greens. 

Your maintenance 

chief, for 

example, will 

notice that 

all major parts 

Greensmaster 3100 a r e a c c e s s i b l e , SO 

repairs can be made quickly and easily. 

YouTl notice that this is the 

lightest 

riding greens 

mower on the 

market, so there's lower 

compaction and less turf damage for 

better playability. 

Your crew will love the 

responsiveness of our precise power 

steering. And your whole team 

will appreciate the assurance of 

Turf Guardian™ hydraulic oil leak 

detection. 

Give us a call to arrange a demo 

of the 3100. Because until you test this 

mower in person, you 

ain't heard nothin'. 

Helping you put quality into play? 

Fi DISTRIBUTING CO. 
14900 - 21ST AVENUE NORTH • PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA 55447 

PHONE (612) 475-2200 • FAX (612) 475-0351 
TORO, Greensmaster and Turf Guardian and are registered trademarks of The Toro Company. © 1993 The Toro Company. No. 94-242-T. 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Rob Panuska 
Waseca Lakeside Club 

My big beef this spring has to do with the weather. I know 
what you're thinking, just shut up and deal with it, you 
can't control it anyway!! You're absolutely right, we can't 
control it and that is not my beef. We have all heard the 
jokes about those who forecast the weather. "It's the only 
profession where you can be wrong 50% of the time and 
still have a job." Hence my beef!! 50% would be great, but 
this spring it seems that any prediction out further than 
one day is 90% off the mark. When my kids ask me what 
tomorrow's weather is going to be like, I have learned to 
smile and simply say, "Ask me tomorrow night and I will 
tell you." 

* * * * 

I was remiss last month in not thanking Jack Kolb 
for his article about Gilbert Foster. For those of us who are 
relatively new (10 years or less) to this industry, it is great 
to read about the people who "paved the path." Keep up 
the good work, Jack, and thanks a million for your contri-
butions. 

* * * * 

Also special thanks to Jack Mateffy for his summary 
articles from the March Mini-Seminar last month and this 
month. Brad Pedersen has been the contact at the univer-
sity and has gathered various articles from different depart-
ments for our publication. Thanks, Brad. 

* * * * 

Our first monthly golf outing will be held on June 16 
at Cannon Golf Club. Host superintendent is Jeff Back-
strom. We should be safe from snow this time around, Jeff! 
Also, take a look at the hole-by-hole preview and entry in-
formation in this issue for the 1997 Garske Scramble on 
July 14 at Hidden Creek in Owatonna. Thanks to Marty 
Terveer, host superintendent, for providing the preview. 

* * * * 

A REMINDER that July 1,1997 marks the date that 
the affiliation agreement with GCSAA goes into full ef-
fect. After July 1 you must join both the state and nation-
al associations. Up unti l tha t t ime you will be 
grandfathered in and only have to belong to one associa-
tion if you choose. However, I would encourage you to strong-
ly consider joining both the MGCSA and GCSAA. The flow 
of information and resources available by both of our as-
sociations is significant. If you need assistance in convinc-
ing your employer to support your dues in these professional 
associations, please give our state office or GCSAA a call. 

* * * * 

Please feel free to send me your thoughts about a 
topic or project at your course. It does not need to be 

written perfectly; I will be glad to work it over and get it 
ready for publication. If you see an interesting article that 
you think our members would enjoy, get me a copy and the 
source for permission to reprint. We are always in need of 
material; your help would be greatly appreciated, Thanks!! 

— Rob Panuska 
Editor 

Harris, Lafayette Club 
Host April 29 Meeting 

Seventy-five members gathered at The Lafayette Club for 
a golfless but very informative monthly meeting. Host su-
perintendent John Harris did an outstanding job with all 
arrangements. 

Bob Vavrek, USGA Green Section, spoke of the trials and 
tribulations of Minnesota 
golf course superinten-
dents around the state who 
had to deal with the wacky 
winter weather. Vavrek 
offered ins ights on 
methods that seemed to 
work better against win-
terkill and practices that 

John Harris didn't. (See a recap of Bob 
Vavrek's talk on the Front Cover of this issue) 

This month the MGCSA travels to Cannon Golf Club 
where Jeff Backstrom plays host to members on June 16. 

The stately Lafayette Club on Lake Minnetonka. 



TEE-TO-GREEN QUALITY 
FROM JOHN DEERE 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Point Douglas Drive S. 

Hastings, MN 55033 

Call for a Demonstration 

Phone: (612) 437-7747 or Fax: (612) 437-3483 

2653 

Hydaulic reel drive, exceptional climbing 
ability, and 26-inch cutting units let 
you mow where others can't. 

GATOR VEHICLES* 

Your best choice for utility hauling 
with 4- and 6-wheel low-ground-
pressure models available. 

3215/3235 

Both deliver ground-hugging fairway 
performance with five John Deere-
manufactured 22-inch cutting units. 

3365 

Five 30-inch cutting units combine to 
deliver a quality cut over wide areas— 
from fairways to roughs. 

1200A 

New design features more power, more 
comfort, more attachments, and less 

± 8 0 0 
True utility performance with your 
choice of sprayer, spreader, and cargo 
box configurations. 

220 
This new walk-behind features an operator-
presence safety system, new engine, and 
11-bladed reel. 

2243 

and diesel models both feature 18-
hp engines and John Deere cutting 
units, for exceptional quality of cut. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE® 


