
Check Out This Deck! 

NEW 82" CONTOUR DECK 
Makes Toro 

Groundsmaster® 3000 
Something 

Really 

Special 

Toro's new contour deck on its Greensmaster® 3000 
really is something special. It's like having four 22" mowers 
in action. It can cut over your most difficult areas without 

scalping. In addition, this mower has excellent sidehill 
stability in 2 or 4 WD and a quick-attach implement 

change system complemented by 5 decks, a leaf blower, 
snowblower, rotary boom, cab and more. 

GALL MTI AND TEST THEM TODAY 
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. A 

As a bit of a naive and altruistic person, I sometimes get the feeling that 
I'm living in the shadows. I was reminded of this during discussions with a 
number of past presidents of the MGCSA a few weeks ago, and again at the 
GCSAA Conference and Show in Las Vegas. The message from both of these 
encounters is one we've all heard before: Money makes the world go 'round. Duh. 

In a place like Las Vegas, where a hundred bucks can slip through your 
fingers like a one-shot lead at Augusta, you can easily lose your perception 
of what a dollar is worth. Twenty bucks in the slots here, fifty at the crap table 
there, another ten at the blackjack table, and suddenly you're trying to scrape 
together the ninety-nine cents for a hot dog. Amazing. Yet step back a few paces 
and take a look at what the players have helped finance, a few dollars at a 
time. Mega resorts of gargantuan scale. Colossal structures of extreme 
magnitude. Dizzying attractions. You get the picture. The point? The eighty 
bucks from one guy didn't build the city. But add it to the other twenty nine 
million visitors per year that contribute eight, and pretty soon you're talking 
about real money. 

So what has the financial development of Las Vegas got to do with the 
past presidents of the MGCSA you ask? Wise question, young grasshopper! AS 
a mission of study, I informally polled seven of our former leaders as to their 
thoughts on the way our association is performing. I did this because in the 
course of doing business, it is sometimes easy to forget to listen to the customer. 
(Think of what you would hear if you called the past presidents of your club!) 
Thankfully, these gentlemen were more than willing to share their views and 
comments about our organization. Overall, I heard positive remarks regarding 
things like Hole Notes, education opportunities and research. There were, 
however, a few points of contention. Most notably, and with surprise, the 
question of our financial support of the Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation 
was brought up. (See article on Page 5.) 

The connection is, I hope, obvious. The support of the MTGF has come 
a few dollars at a time. The fact that more and more people (visitors) attend 
the annual conference every year means that we are now talking about real 
money. If we attract more people, we will make more money. (Why do you think 
Las Vegas continues to grow?) 

In our case, the ability to draw attendees from a much larger pool of folks 
has allowed for larger profits and the ensuing debate over where the money 
should go. 

The challenge for our association is, while working within the framework of 
the Foundation, to learn how to make the best use of the profits.) This must be 
done carefully and wisely. For if we derail the MTGF, we will have effectively 
burned down the casina 

* * * * 

Be sure to attend the MGCSA March Mini-Seminai; Vice-Fesident Jim 
Nicol and ex-officio James Gardner have both endorsed Jack Mattefly as a 
"must see!" As we all need the best employees to effectively run our operations, 
we all need to get the latest information on how to hire and keep these key 
people. See you there! — Fred Taylor, MGCSA President 
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Money: It's a Drag 
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1997 MGCSA Monthly Meeting Schedule 
April 29 

The Lafayette Club • Dinner Only 
Speaker: Bob Vavrek, USGA • Host: John Harris 

June 16 
Cannon GC • Host: Jeff Backstrom 

July 14 
Scholarship Scramble 

Hidden Creek GC • Host: Marty Tferveer 
August 18 

MGCSA Amateur Championship 
Rush Creek GC • Host: Tbm Fuller 

September 14 
Stodola Research Scramble 

The Preserve at Grand View Lodge • Host: Tbm Kientzle 
October 6 

Les Bolstad University of Minn. GC • Host Charlie Pooch 
December 10, 11 & 12 

MGCSA Annual Meeting 
MTGF Conference & Trade Show 

Minneapolis Convention Center 

Need Markers For Your Course? 
Monson Consulting, Inc. 

Tfel/Fax: (612) 933-4638 



ICE ALERT! 
By Robert C. Vavrek 

Agronomist, USGA Green Section 
North Central Region 

Due to the unusual weather pat-
terns during November and December 
many greens and low lying fairway 
areas on golf courses throughout Min-
nesota have become covered in ice that 
varies from less than one-half inch to 
several inches thick. In response to 
numerous requests for recommenda-
tions regarding the potential for win-
terkill to turf, particularly Pba annua, 
under prolonged periods of ice cover, 
the following information is being 
made available to you with the as-
sistance of the Minnesota Golf Course 
Superintendents' Association. 

Ice cover on turf is not an unusual 
event in Minnesota; what is unusual 
is the length of time the ice will re-
main on the playing surfaces unless a 
midwinter thaw occurs. The most com-
mon question is: Will over 100 days of 
solid ice cover cause injury to Pba 
greens? Should the ice be physically 
removed?.. .There is no clear-cut 
answer. 

The most common causes of winter-
kill to turf are (1) crown hydration — 
the injury that occurs to the growing 
points of grass plants during 
freeze/thaw events, (2) cold tempera-
ture fungal diseases, (3) direct low tem-
perature kill to exposed turf and (4) 
desiccation that commonly occurs on 
elevated sites on the course that lack 
snow cover during windy frigid 
weather. I agree with many superin-
tendents and researchers in that both 
Poa and bentgrass can survive over 
100 days of ice cover if the turf has had 
an opportunity to harden off properly 
during late fall and when the ice re-
tains consistent snow cover all 
through the winter. 

The "suffocation" of turf under ice 
probably occurs where sunlight pene-
trates black ice (clear ice) and causes 

a slight warming at the playing sur-
face. A thin layer of free water and an 
increase in temperature under the ice 
might stimulate microbial activity 
and cause the turf to break dormancy 
— either condition could result in the 
buildup of toxic gases or carbon diox-
ide. A similar process might occur 
when ice forms on greens before the 
ground freezes. The bottom line is that 

there is little scientific 
research in turf literature to 
support this process. The inju-
ry to turf that is frequently 
blamed on ice cover probably 
occurs during the initial freez-
ing process or immediately af-
ter the ice melts from the 
greens in the late winter or 
early spring — the time when 
the turf has very little toler-
ance to cold temperatures. 

What to Do 
or 

Not to Do 

First, determine whether in-
jury to turf has already occurred by 
chipping through the ice and remov-
ing a small plug of turf from the low 
lying area of the green. Grow out the 
plug in a warm sunny location (a 
greenhouse would be ideal) to docu-
ment the health of the turf. Monitor 
the turf every few weeks until spring. 

More importantly, remove snow and 
as much ice as possible from greens 
during or just prior to the first signifi-
cant spring thaw. The turf will have 
little tolerance to cold temperatures 
and be very susceptible to crown 
hydration at this time. Provide every 
opportunity for the water from melt-
ing ice and snow to move off the put-

ting surfaces. Some superintendents 
apply a dark material (Milorganite, 
dark sand, etc.) to ice on greens dur-
ing late winter to accelerate the melt-
ing process. Dark materials, though, 
are only effective on relatively thin ice 
covers of no more than an inch or two 
thick. The key to success is to prevent 
water pooling in low lying areas of the 
greens during the day and then freez-

ing at night. Again, most of the inju-
ry to turf that is blamed on ice cover 
probably occurs just after the ice 
melts, especially when cold nights fol-
low the initial thaw. 

The Risk 
of 

Ice Removal 

The ice and snow cover on your 
course may be a blessing in disguise 
considering the amount of severe 
desiccation that occurred on exposed 
turf last winter at many courses in 

(Continued on Page 7) 

ICE SURVEY 
The MGCSA will be conducting a 

survey related to ice accumulation 
and damage. If you have an ice buil-
dup, please keep a record of weather 
patterns, removal methods, etc. and 
refer to this information when fill-
ing out the Spring Survey. 

Hopefully, by compiling this infor-
mation, we can determine effective 
methods of dealing with this 
problem in the future. 



LEITNER COMPANY 
Specializing In Soils For Golf Course 

Maintenance & Construction 

Soil mixing and processing specialists. 
Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil 

and sand products for over 50 years. 
From 10 yards to 10,000 yards — material 

to specification for topdressing and construction. 

Quality — Reliability — Experience 

MIKE LEITNER 

LEITNER COMPANY 
945 Randolph Avenue 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

(612) 291-2655 
PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA 



We can tell you 
what to plant, 
where to plant, 
when to plant. 

Ice Alert— 
(Continued from Page 5) 

western Minnesota, Nebraska and the Dakotas. Desiccation 
affects bentgrass and Poa alike, and several relatively new 
courses experienced significant losses of bentgrass on ex-
posed putting surfaces that later required extensive over-
seeding, plugging and sodding last spring. Consistent ice and 
snow cover would have prevented these losses of turf. 

Furthermore, removing ice from greens during midwinter 
is almost an impossible task unless the greens are covered 
with a geotextile fabric that provides a barrier between the 
ice on the turf. The risk of disrupting the playing surface 
or removing part of the turf along with the ice is great when 
solid ice cover is chipped away using solid time aerators, 
Verti-Drain units or spikers — not to mention the damage 
this process can do to the maintenance equipment. Even if 
it were possible to safely remove ice from an uncovered 
green, the turf would be exposed to the wind and cold tem-
peratures unless snow were blown back onto the greens. In 
my opinion, the questionable benefits of midwinter ice 
removal is not worth the effort. 

There may be isolated courses where ice removal is benefi-
cial and where the removal of ice will not create a risk of 
surface disruption.. .but as a general recommendation, the 
time spent removing ice would be better spent during the 
early spring — when the potential for winterkill is greater. 

Regardless of what course of action is taken at your course, 
monitor the condition of the turf frequently and keep the 
golfers well informed as to the possibility of finding less than 

Guess that makes us 
plant managers. 

Whatever the job —athletic fields, 

golf courses, schoolyards, roadside 

mixes to D.O.T. specs — Peterson 

Seed Company can help you choose 

the right seeding mixture. We'll also 

provide expert advice for any projects 

that involve seeding. Call today, and 

ask us for your free seed guide. 

©1996 Peterson Seed Company, Inc. 

S E E D M I X T U R E S 

P E T E R S O N S E E D CQ 
Helping your seed business grow. 

ideal playing conditions next spring. The USGA's Turf Ad-
visory Service will be available from early spring through-
out the season should turf-related problems occur. 

Good luck and feel free to contanct the USGA Green Sec-
tion Office in Elm Grove, Wisconsin, for further informa-
tion regarding this and other agronomic questions. 

Don't put up with unplanned water 
hazards... 
10 times faster than other portable pumps, the self-priming, 
lightweight BUNKER-PUMPER can pump 280 GPM right 
down to the sand. Just throw it in a flooded bunker, ditch, 
or low lying area and let it pump aH of the water out of the 
way. Bunker Pumper saves valuable manpower for the 
important projects that need to be completed on the course 
and is absolutely necessary after a heavy rain during your 
busy season. OTTERBINE® — offering another quality 
water management product for your golf course. 

"The pump has paid for itself in what I have 
saved in labor costs" -John Chassard, Lehigh C.C. 

Moves 280 GPM 
10 times faster than traditional trash pumps 
Gets sand traps and low lying areas back into play quickly! 
Reliable Briggs & Stratton Engine 4 Minutes Later... 
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Turf Supply Company 

LONGEST CONTROL. 
BEST PERFORMANCE. 

LOWEST RATES. 
Sentinel® turf fungicide has everything you need to prevent turf 
diseases on your golf course. 
• Longest Control - 20-35% longer than other systemic fungicides to 

keep you and your sprayer off the course. 
• Best Performance - Proven on brown patch, dollar spot, summer 

patch and 11 other turf diseases. 
• Lowest Rates - New, low recommended rates are even gentler on 

your course. 

For more information contact your Turf Supply Representative at: 
Turf Supply Company 

2797 Eagandale Boulevard • Eagan, Minnesota 55121 
(612) 454-3106 • Fax: (612) 454-7884 • 1-800-551-4857 



Supporting the MTGF 
... is it in our best interest? 

By FRED TAYLOR 
President, MGCSA 

There is little question that the 
emergence of the Minnesota Turf & 
Grounds Foundation as a benefactor of 
thousands of dollars in revenue from 
their annual conference has raised 
more than a few eyebrows among the 
membership of the MGCSA. Questions 
such as "What are they going to do 
with the money?.. .Why doesn't the 
MGCSA get that money? and why are 
we supporting the entire industry?" 
have been circulating throughout our 
organization. It is important that this 
issue be brought out in the open and 
discussed, lb this end, I would like to 
give my impression of the MTGF, its 
benefits to members of the MGCSA 
and the cost to our members. 

First of all, we must remember that 
the MTGF is a foundation, not an as-
sociation. It does not collect dues from 
members — you are a member of the 
MTGF automatically by being a mem-
ber of an association that is affiliated 
with the MTGF. Every attempt is 
made to encourage new individuals or 
firms to join an allied association first. 
AS a foundation, the MTGF was creat-
ed to support and promote the turf and 
grounds industry, of which, golf 
courses are a part. 

The way in which the MTGF sup-
ports our industry is obvious in some 
cases, and a little vague in others. The 
most obvious contributions are the 
educational opportunities offered at 
the annual conference. Think back a 
few years when the MGCSA confer-
ence was held at the Northland Inn. 
If you compare that trade show to the 
current MTGF trade show, you must 
agree that the current show is by far 
and away more educational and valu-
able to attendees. As far as the educa-
tional sessions are concerned, the 
current format allows for more choices 
of topics and a greater number of 

nationally recognized "headline 
speakers." The cost to attend this con-
ference is about the same as it was at 
the Northland. What this boils down 
to is a better conference for the same 
fee. lb me, that is a good deal for every-
one in our association. The attendance 
statistics confirm this position, as 567 
people from the golf course industry 
registered for the 1996 conference as 
compared to the roughly 350 or so that 
attended at the Northland in 1992. 
This represents a 60% increase in par-
ticipation. A better value does attract 
more people. 

There are other ways that the 
MTGF has been of help to our indus-
try and our association. Some of these 
are difficult to quantify, much like 
Jimmy the Greek's "intangibles" 
which he used to help handicap foot-
ball games. One of the intangibles is 
the opportunity to meet and interact 
with green industry people that are 
not from the golf course. I personally 
have met some really great people 
from the parks, sports turf, cemetery 
and school supervisors associations, 
not to mention a new group of non-turf 
vendors that can help me with my 
non-turf supplies and equipment. If 
networking is the buzzword of the fu-
ture, then having the folks from the 
other allied associations around to 
communicate with is a good deal for 
us. 

Another intangible that has come 
from being involved with the MTGF, 
is improved relations with the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. It is no secret that 
the MGCSA and the U of M have had 
a somewhat tenuous and at times 
strained relationship over the past ten 
or fifteen years. I can't put my finger 
on why this started, but I believe that 
mending the fences is always better 
than tearing them down. In our turf 

community, it seems to me that the in-
dustry should support the University, 
and the University should in return 
support the industry. It works in the 
fields of medicine, business and 
agriculture; why can't it work in turf 
and grounds? Through the efforts of 
many people in the MTGF, the bridge 
between the University and MGCSA 
is getting easier to cross. Ultimately, 
there will be a strong and unified rela-
tionship between the two. 

Related to the University, the emer-
gence of the Empire Township project 
as a potential educational and 
research facility for turf and grounds 
is a huge bonanza for our industry. If 
built as planned, this will be the 
greatest asset to the Minnesota golf 
turf community that has ever existed. 
There are many, many possibilities as-
sociated with this research center, and 
there is no group of people that would 
benefit more from such a project than 
golf course superintendents. It is un-
likely that the University would pro-
vide the land for the project without 
the support of a unified turf and 
grounds industry. Admittedly, it's not 
a sure bet, but from a cost/benefit 
standpoint to the membership of the 
MGCSA, it's no-cost, huge-return 
potential is a "no-brainer." 

Another benefit derived through the 
MTGF is the ability for the Founda-
tion to elevate the knowledge and un-
derstanding of individuals that have, 
in the past, not had any educational 
opportunities offered to them. Obvi-
ously, this has no direct impact on 
members of the MGCSA; we have had 
the luxury of greater education for 
years. But indirectly, helping others by 
making turf and grounds education 
available, will support professionalism 
throughout the entire industry. Again, 

(Continued on Page 11) 



TEE-TO-GREEN QUALITY 
FROM JOHN DEERE 

Hydaulic reel drive, exceptional climbing 
ability, and 26-inch cutting units let 
you mow where others can't. 

GATOR VEHICLES' 
Your best choice for utility hauling 

with 4- and 6-wheel low-ground-
pressure models available. 

32X5/3235 
Both deliver ground-hugging fairway 
performance with five John Deere-
manufactured 22-inch cutting units. 

Five 30-inch cutting units combine to 
deliver a quality cut over wide areas-
from fairways to roughs. 

1200A 
New design features more power, more 
comfort, more attachments, and less noise. 

1800 
True utility performance with your 
choice of sprayer, spreader, and cargo 
box configurations. 

220 
This new walk-behind features an operator-
presence safety system, new engine, and 
11-bladed reel. 

2243 
Gas and diesel models both feature 18-

hp engines and John Deere cutting 
units, for exceptional quality of cut. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE® 

Pblfus Implement 
1409 Hwy. 64 East 

New Richmond, WI 
Call for Demonstration 

(612) 439-6776 or (715) 246-6565 


