
Designing a Vehicle/Equipment Washpad 
By Scot Ender 

Ruffridge-Johnson Equipment Ca, Ina 

Water flows downhill, oils float and solids sink. There, 
now anyone reading this is qualified to design an equip-
ment wash area. Or so it would seem. 

All of the above statements are true in most cases. 
However, throw in some soap, some grass clippings and 
some high ph chemicals and the usual physical characteris-
tics of water, oils and solids will change. 

Constructing a washpad should be more than throw-
ing down a slab of concrete that slopes toward a center 
trench. Do you know anyone who likes to clean the muck 
out of a drainage trench or catch basin? Which is easier: 
Shoveling and scooping out a six-foot deep sump area or 
emptying an above-ground bag filter or cart? Which will 
get done on a regular basis by your employees? 

What if the washpad were constructed so that the 
natural physical characteristics of oils, solids and chemi-
cals were encouraged to interact and therefore remove 
themselves from the water? It can be done and it isn't ex-
pensive or difficult. Common sense and GOOD PLANNING 
are the key ingredients in designing a wash area. 

Another important aspect of a good washpad is 

ACSP for Schools-
(Continued from Page 25) 

How to Get Started 
1. The first step is to identify the public or private 

elementary, middle or high school that you want to adopt. 
2. Contact and give a brochure to the principal at the 

school. Thoroughly explain the program to the principal 
and get approval before going any further. 

3. Fill out the registration form found in the brochure 
and mail it to The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Pro-
gram for Schools, along with the $100 registration fee and 
the name of the contact person at the school. 

After the registration form is processed you will receive 
a letter confirming the adoption of the school and thank-
ing you for your participation in the program. All materi-
als will be sent directly to the school. Feel free to keep in 
touch with the school contact for updates on the school's 
participation in the program. 

To obtain a membership packet or to find out more 
about how the program works, please contact the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanc tuary Program for Schools at 
518/767-9051. To learn more about maximizing the value 
of your participation as an "adopter," please contact the 
GCSAA Public Affairs Department at 913/832-4490 

Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program 
46 Rarick Rd., Selkirk, NY 12158 

Phone: 518/767-9051 • Fax: 518/767-9076 

what happens to the water after it leaves the pad. If you 
are building a new maintenance facility your odds of get-
ting a permit to discharge washwater to the surface or to 
a drainfield are slim at best. 

So, if your options are to collect the wastewater in a 
holding tank or to recycle, then the cleaner your discharge, 
the cheaper it is going to be to dispose of the water or to 
recycle it. 

Make the maintenance of your wash area a simple task. 
Trap the solids and clippings in an easily compostable man-
ner. Separate the oils and greases for skimming and dis-
posal with other waste oils. Make it easy to do for general 
maintenance and to keep the wash area looking like it isn't 
an environmental liability. Step back and take a look at 
your wash operation and if it looks bad to you, think of how 
it looks to the golfers and others that may pass by. 

GOLF COURSE 
Product of the Month 

HECHO 
PROFESSIONAL 

TOOLS 

TRIMMER/CUTTER 

GAS TRIMMER SPECIAL 
1995 CL0SE0UT MODEL 

was $ 5 4 9 9 % . . n q q 

closeout ^ 4 4 9 " 

SRM-3000 TRIM TOUGH JOBS 
DOWN TO SIZE. 

• Powerful ECHO 30.8 cc commercial 
duty engine with dual-piston rings 

• Pro-Fire" Electronic Ignition for 
easy starts 
Centrifugal clutch and vibration 
reduction system for operator 
comfort 
Heavy Duty Echomatic™dual line head 
uses commercial grade .095 Cross-Fire" 
nylon line 
Covered by 2-year, 5-year and lifetime 
consumer warranties 
1-year commercial warranty 

SPRING TREE TRIMMER SPECIAL 
wasc 4AAQQ REACHES UP TO 16V2 ft.! special 

I 4 9 9 AGGRESSOR™ $299" 
» ECHO 21.2 cc engine with Pro-Fire™ Electronic Ignition for fast, easy starts 
» Reciprocating Blade is safer, less damaging • One year commercial warranty 

I DISTRIBUTING CO. 
PLYMOUTH HEADQUARTERS 

14900 Twenty- f i rs t A v e n u e Nor th 
P lymouth , M inneso ta 55447-4655 
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FARGO BRANCH 
4310 Ma in A v e n u e 

Fargo, Nor th Dako ta 58104 
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JOB OPENINGS 
To: Members/MGCSA 

The Links at Northfork is now accepting applications 
for the position of ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT. The 
Links at Northfork is an 18-hole, public golf course locat-
ed in Ramsey, Minn. The course features Pennlinks greens 
and Penncross tees and fairways while utilizing a Network 
8000 irrigation system. 

Personal requirements include a minimum two years 
of turf education and experience working on a golf course. 
Must be able to obtain a Minnesota pesticide license. 

Responsibilities include assistance in all aspects of golf 
course maintenance, proper use and application of fertiliz-
ers and pesticides, knowledge of irrigation systems and 
ability to operate all turf and grounds related equipment, 
prepare and keep precise records and be in charge of su-
perintendent's responsibilities and duties when he is 
absent. 

Salary range is $18,000-$20,000 and is based on ex-
perience and qualifications. 

Benefits include club-paid health insurance, paid an-
nual vacation and dues paid for membership in MGCSA 
and expenses involved in attending regional education 
seminars. 

The position is open immediately. 
Application deadline is June 1, 1996. 
Send resume to: MITCH FOSSEY, Superintendent 

The Links at Northfork 
9400 153rd Ave. N.W. 
Ramsey, MN 55303 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

To: Members/MGCSA 

Applications are now being accepted for the position 
of SPRAY/IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN at The Wilds Golf 
Club in Prior Lake, Minn. 

The Wilds is a new 18-hole, upscale public golf course 
designed by Tom Weiskopf and Jay Morrish. 

Duties would include the precise application of turf 
maintenance products with sprayers and spreaders. Also, 
this person would assist in the operation of the automatic 
irrigation system along with all other golf course main-
tenance procedures. 

Qualification's include previous 
golf course experience, a pesiticide ap-
plicator's license and a turf school 
student or graduate. 

Salary and benefits are commen-
surate with experience. State dues 
paid. 

Inquiries should be directed to: 
JAMES D. GARDNER, CGCS 
The Wilds Golf Club 
3151 Wilds Ridge 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 

Phone: (612) 496-0037 

H E L E N K E L L E R 

T O U R N A M E N T 
• 2 person Scramble 
• $100,000.00 in Prizes/Trophies 
• Shotgun Start, 8 am & 1 pm 
• Limited number of Golf Carts 

ENTRY FEE: 
$50.00 per person/includes green fee 

TROPHIES: 
1st Place Team — 2 Trophies 
2nd Place Team — 2 Trophies 

HANDICAP: 
USGA Handicap — 1995 Preferred 

5 HOLE IN ONE CONTESTS: 
• 1996 Jeep • 1996 Ford • 1996 Pontoon 

• 1996 Lund Pro Sport, 100 HP Mercury/Trailer 
• 1996 Club Car Golf Cart 

LOCATION: 
Perham Lakeside Country Club 

FRIDAY, JUNE 28,1996 
Everyone Welcome! 

TO REGISTER, CALL: 
Perham Chamber of Commerce 1-800-634-6112 

or 
Perham Lakeside Country Club 218-346-6070 

Williams rGill Office 

Facsimile 

(715) 425- 9511 

(715) 425 -2962 

& Associates 
Garrett Gill, Principal 

Golf Course Architects 

Williams, Gill of Wisconsin 
421 North Main Street 
River Falls, WI 54022 

• Services • 
» New Course Design 
• Master Plans 

• Golf Practice 
Center Design 

1 Environmental 
Planning 
Irrigation Design 
Renovation & 
Restoration 
Site Planning 



CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR SALE 

Jacobsen Greens King Walk Behind Mower 
Sharpened and ready to mow $1,100.00 

Contact: KEVIN FROEMMING 
Crow River C.C. 

(320) 587-2785 
FOR SALE 

• Tbro VT3 Controllers (1988 & 1989 Models) 
• Surge Control Panel $500.00 
• All Controllers are Panels only — No Pedestals 
• Tbro LTC Controller — Three years old 

with complete Pedestal and Panel $600.00 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 

• Some Controllers have Footings 
• Recently Serviced for Lightning Protection 
• 35 VT3s $400.00 ea. 
• 2 Core Pulverizers for Tbro Aerators $950.00 ea. 

EXCELLENT CONDITION 
Contact: CARY FEMRITE 

Pebble Creek 

(612) 261-4656 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
• 1994 Tbro Groundsmaster 325D, 2WD $9,000 
• 1994 Greensmaster 3100, 11 blade reels $9,000 
• 1994 Reelmaster 5100D, Fairway mower $16,000 
• 1994 Tbro Hydroject $15,000 
• Tbro 5100 5-plex Fairway Mower $18,000 
• Tbro 3100 Greensmower $9,000 
• Tbro 216 Triplex $8,000 
• Tbro Hydroject $18,000 

All equipment like new. Very low hours. 
Contact: James D. Gardner, CGCS 

The Wilds Golf Club 

612/496-0037 

FOR SALE 
• 1990 Smith Co. Super Rake with Plow and Cultivator 

$1,800 or best offer 
Contact: TOM PARENT 

River Oaks G.C. 

(612) 438-2707 
FOR SALE 

* Yanmar 3-cycle Diesel 
Contact: Steve Shumansky 

Perham Lakeside C.C. 

(218) 346-6071 

TORO 

<< » 
10% Discount On 

Summer Stress Management 
Products Until July 30 

* Maintain Root Depth and Mass * 

Multi-purpose 6-0-0 
Improves Soil Fertility Characterstics, Resulting 

In Increased Nutrient Retention 

Turf Iron 12-0-0 
With Humic Acid. 

An Excellent Organic Chelator of Fe 

Potassium 0-0-30 
Builds Stem Strength 

Increases Plant Durability 

Calcium and Magnesium 
Increases Stress Tolerance in Plant 

Turf Plex IV 20-2-3 
Primarily a Nitrogen Source 

With Compost-Derived Humates 

Turf Plex VI 12-3-9 Granular Organic 
With 56% WIN includes Ca, S, Mg Fe, Mn and Zn 

TECHNICAL BULLETINS I PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

Liquid Products May Be Sprayed 
Or Injected Through Irrigation 

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

DISTRIBUTING CO. 
PLYMOUTH HEADQUARTERS 

Butch Greeninger 
14900 Twenty-first Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447-4655 

(612) 475-2200 Ext. 202 
1-800-362-3665 

FARGO BRANCH 
Dan Evavold 

4310 Main Avenue 
Fargo, North Dakota 58104 

(701) 281-0775 
1-800-782-1031 



A written rebuttal to "Who's Idea Was This Anyway? 
According to the response I have received via E-mail, phone 
and in-person, our chapter should have voted 95% against 
the by-law changes and 5% for it. I think I'll start writing 
articles that I think everyone should agree with me on and 
I'll probably get an overwhelmingly negative response. 

In the Lions Den 

On the 23rd of April I attended a seminar sponsored 
by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. The speaker 
was Mr. Brian Detzler who is the parks director for the City 
of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada. The subject was how the 
Waterloo parks department had reduced its pesticide usage 
for 90% of the acres maintained to .25%. This was done us-
ing a program called the Plant Health Care Program. 

The Plant Health Care Program is different from IMP 
in the fact it tries to prevent problems proactively instead 
of monitoring and treating as needed like you would find 
in an IPM approach. 

Unfortunately some of the strategies such as mowing 
rye/blue grass at three and one-quarter inches and routine 
"rest days" would not apply to golf courses. 

In addition to raised mowing height, another basic 
strategy was very aggressive aerification. They aerified 
their sports fields twice a month, alternating core aerifi-
cation with spiking, using an airway. At River Oaks we can 
attest to the value of this approach. We have aerated with 
"mini" tines on a monthly basis for the last several years 
with great success. 

I had expected to be attending this seminar with 
fellow turf professionals. As it turns out I saw only four 
persons from our profession and a few other "Green Space 
Managers" (I like that term for our profession). The rest 
of the audience was comprised of very hard core environ-
mentalists and their "guest." By hard core, I mean "All pes-
ticides are toxic and will lead to the extinction of our race." 
Yes, that is a quote. 

I had the pleasure of engaging in a debate with sever-
al of these well-intentioned zealots. As one was finishing 
off her vegetarian lunch from a caterer that specializes in 
organic food, I mentioned that she had just eaten insecti-
cides, and fungicides that if presented for EPA approval 
would never make it on the market. 

She looked at me like I was nuts! I continued with the 
question: How do you think plants defend them-
selves? . . . Magic? I wanted to continue with the fact that 
coffee and table salt are more toxic than most chemicals 
used on turf but I knew the route was hopeless. 

She started quoting authors that in my readings on al-
ternative management practices I recognized as well. . . 

less than scientific shall we say. Her point was that pesti-
cides destruction of the human races would be brought 
about by the disruption of our endrochrin system (hor-
mones, etc.) 

I later mentioned to her that one of the primary winter 
feeds of livestock in England was turnips which contain 
a chemical that would never pass through the EPA. I con-
tinued with the fact that this chemical can and does in-
hibit reproduction (endochrin drivin system) in the 
livestock. It is the same chemical(s) that are found in broc-
coli and give it its nasty odor and the snap in its taste. 
(That's why George Bush and I are such sensible men.) 

Again, she looked at me like I was nuts (Not all that 
uncommon of a reaction, really) and this time with the dis-
tain you would give a small child. It was clear to her that 
I understood nothing. It was like debating politics with my 
mother-in-law (Whom I love dearly). She's right, I'm wrong. 
Talk all you want to but you won't change her mind. Or 
to quote my best friend's best line "I'm sorry but you're 
wrong." 

I was going to rebut her again by asking if she'd like 
me to sprinkle some rotenone, neem oil or nicotine on her 
salad but decided that I would have been wasting my time. 
These people believe what they want to believe and refuse 
to even think about anything else. With any luck, she will 
think twic about what I said the next time she eats her 
organically grown broccoli salad. 

If you read my articles you already know I'm a spray 
at last resorter. I also believe pesticides are overused by 
some green space managers (it does have a nice ring to it) 
and as a result the reputation of our whole profession 
suffers. 

What I also know is that no matter how proficient we 
become at managing our golf courses with reduced chemi-
cals, I for one will always have a couple of gallons of sub-
due and a case or two of daconil in the chemical storage 
locker. After all, what's better for the environment, bare 
soil or treated turf? 

* * * * 

I have had several requests to get a list of E-mail 
addresses put together for MGCSA members. If you are in-
terested in sharing your E-mail address with your fellow 
members we will publish it in the July issue. Just send it 
to me at this address: (tparent@minn.net) 

MEMBER-GENERATED ARTICLES 
Articles written by members are the key to the success 

of a publication such as Hole Notes. We listen to each 
other's ideas and trust each other's common sense and 
advice, so why not share it? An experience of a 
superintendent at one golf course may be of use to a 
fellow superintendent at another course. Hole Notes 
needs you to put down those thoughts on paper and 
welcomes your suggestions for articles. Please contact 
Tom Parent, Editor, Hole Notes. 

Phone: (612) 438-2707 • Fax: (612) 438-2782 
E-Mail: tparent@minn.net 

EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Tbm Parent 
River Oaks Golf Course 

mailto:tparent@minn.net
mailto:tparent@minn.net


Five new models. Five stronger, 
faster, hungrier cats. 

¿im Pp 

The new Turf cats feature powerful 

23 hp and 28 hp Kubota diesel 

engines with available 4WD. Or choose the 

reliable 45 hp Ford gas model with 2WD. With 

mowing speeds up to 6 mph and transport speeds 

up to 10 mph, you get high productivity. 

Seven cutting decks offer outstanding 

versatility: 60" and 72" side or rear 

discharge rotary decks, 

the new 60" and 72" 

Mulcherizer™ rotary 

mulching decks and our 60" fine-cut flail. Also 

available: a rugged cab, snow blower, debris 

blower, dozer blade and rotary brush for year-

round performance. Ask your Jacobsen distributor 

for a Turfcat demonstration today. 

T H E PROFESSIONAL'S C H O I C E O N TURF. 

TEXTRON 
Jacobsen Division of Textron inc. 

J-39-5LBWD B P S T 
i E ® ! NORTH STAR TURF, INC. 
3080 Centerville Road 
St. Paul, MN 55117 

(612) 484-8411 
(800) 592-9513 


