
MGCSA President Responds to Various Questions 
Questions for the President 

So far it's been a busy couple of months for the new presi-
dent of the MGCSA, Kevin Clunis (and he's only just be-
gun.) I thought it would be interesting for the readers of 
Hole Notes to find out a little something about Kevin and 
what he feels is important for the organization and the golf 
industry in general. 

After graduating with a degree in education from St. 
Cloud State, Kevin decided that a career as a golf course 
superintendent was what he wanted. The five years work-
ing under Lyle Cran at Stillwater County Club helped him 
make that decision with no regrets. Kevin has been superin-
tendent at Stillwater C.C. for 10 years and whatever you 
hear him preach about responsible maintenance practices, 
he practices on his course. 

Kevin, Nancy and their four children live in Mahtomedi. 

What are your goals for the MGCSA during your 
presidency? 

Goals, or Presidential Directives, that I have issued to 
the Board of Directors of the MGCSA include issuing an 
environmental impact statement, involving the media at 
one of our monthly meetings and to increase the member-
ship from non-member golf courses. 

Talk about some of the problems that face golf 
course superintendents in Minnesota through the rest 
of the century. 

One problem is the public's misperception of the positive 
environmental impact that golf courses have. We as su-
perintendents must continue to communicate to our com-
munities the positive ecological and economic impact the 
golf industry has. Another problem will be an increased 
pressure from regulatory authorities on how we operate our 
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facilities. It will take all of our professional abilities to un-
derstand, conform and implement these policies. 

What can the MGCSA do to reach out to golf courses 
that are not members of the organization? 

We must show them the value of a membership and in-
sight into educational opportunities available. We must be 
able to demonstrate need of involvement and the capaci-
ties of improving the prospective superintendent as well 
as his or her course. 

How do you see the relationship between the 
MGCSA and the newly formed Minnesota Turf & 
Grounds Foundation? 

The MGCSA is still the lead organization within theh 
newly formed MT&GF. We will remain in that capacity for 
awhile until the foundation has enough resources to estab-
lish itself as an industry leader. The MGCSA will still re-
main with its own identity, but by being a member of the 
MT&GF, we can only strengthen our position in the green 
industry. 

Give us your thoughts on the relationship between 
the MGCSA, MT&GF, MGA and the University of Min-
nesota's involvement in the turfgrass industry. 

The U of M will have to step forward with a significant 
involvement if the MT&GF is to be a recognized player of 
the turf world. It will bring credibility to any research or 
findings from the Foundation. As for the MGA, Ross Galar-
neault, MGA Executive Director, has communicated to me 
in his own way how excited the MGA is to work with our 
association on all concerns of the golf industry. This could 
open up new resources for the MT&GF to tap into as it gains 
strength and involvement in the turf industry. 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Set For 
5th Annual Hazardous Waste Conference 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Fifth Annu-

al Hazardous Waste Conference on March 16-17 is designed 
to help Minnesota generators comply with the state's 
hazardous waste rules. It is recommended for all managers, 
company personnel and government officials, and is open 
to anyone interested in hazardous waste management. 

The conference will begin with a general session at 8:30 
a.m. on Thursday, March 16. Concurrent sessions will fol-
low Thursday afternoon and all-day Friday. A vendor dis-
play area will be set up on Thursday featuring environ-
mental consultants, hazardous waste equipment manufac-
turers and others involved in hazardous waste 
management. 

The price of the conference is $75 and the price of a work-
shop is $35. The price for both the conference and work-
shop is $100. The price covers tuition, instructional 
materials, meals and refreshments. 

For more information, contact Diane Wetzstein at (612) 
297-8467. (TTY users call (612) 282-5332). 

Topics For Member Articles 
• Maintenance tips on your course or equipment. 
• Major changes on your course or maintenance area, 
your role and how things were done. 
• Environmental issues on your golf course or in your 
area. 
• A personal goal achieved or human interest story. 
• What has worked and what hasn't in maintaining 
your course. 
• Photographs are welcome! 



THE NOVATE E ADVANTAGE 
Advanced Synthetic Turf 

• DRIVING RANGES CAN OPEN EARLIER AND STAY OPEN LATER! 
EXTENDED SEASONS MEAN MORE REVENUE 

FROM FOOD, BEVERAGE AND PRO SHOP SALES. 

- GOLF ACADEMIES & CLINICS 
FOR BOTH OLDER AND 

WITHOUT HARMING 
CAN EXPAND ENROLLMENTS 
YOUNGER STUDENTS 
NATURAL TURF. 

- $$ ̂ OUTLAYS FOR SEED, FERTILIZER AND MAINTENANCE 
CAN BE REDUCED! 

NOVATEE MORE THAN PAYS FOR ITSELF. 

- LOW, 1/2 HOUR-A-WEEK MAINTENANCE SAVES TIME 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS. 

- EXCLUSIVE TOP DRESSING (miniGRAINS OF RUBBER & SAND): 
PLAYS LIKE NATURAL TURF. DOES NOT COMPACT. 

DOES NOT HARM IRONS OR WOODS. 

WHEN USED WITH PARTIALLY INCLOSED DRIVING 
RANGE TEES, GOLFERS CAN PRACTICE IN 
ANY WEATHER. WITH NOVATEE, THEY'RE 

"SWINGING IN THE RAIN!" 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
612-934-1205 

Products for 
Putting Greens, 

Target Tees, 
Tennis Courts 

and Athletic Fields 

LOOKS LIKE GRASS 

FEELS LIKE GRASS 



MPCA Sets Sights On Septic Systems 
Many of us take for granted the discharge of vehicle wash-

water, shop floor waste, rinsewater and other wastewaters 
to septic systems or to the surface. 

How could this practice pose a problem? After all, it's just 
water, dirt, grass clippings and maybe a little HIP, solvents, 
gas and oil. 

The problem lies in the accumulation of these and other 
toxins into the soil. Sooner or later they will migrate to 
ground water and find their way to domestic wells or pub-
lic waters. When this happens, the party that is found 
responsible will get tangled up in the nightmare of environ-
mental remediation. 

Until now, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) had no specific limits for many toxic constituents 
found in discharge waters* 

This may seem strange, but basically the policy was that 
until a problem manifested itself in soil, wells or public 
waters, no action was taken. 

However, the EPA has given itself until March, 1995 to 
mandate specific restrictions on wastewater discharge to 
the MPCA. The MPCA will take these restrictions and 
either enforce them as is or make them tighter for Min-
nesota businesses. 

For example, "Drinking Water" quality limits are .05 
mg/1 (Parts Per Million) Lead, 250 mg/1 for Sodium Chlo-

ride, and .005 mg/1 for Benzene (a common solvent found 
in gasoline). Image what the limits are for HIP. 

There are indications that Drinking Water Standards will 
be used as a benchmark for discharge of wastewater from 
industrial sites. This naturally would include golf courses 
and other businesses in the turf industry. 

Solutions 

What regulatory people are telling us is that those busi-
nesses using on-site systems of discharging wastewater 
have several options. 

1. Stop washing equipment, floors and vehicles. 
2. Capture all of the discharge in a holding tank and 

have a vendor pump the tank. 
3. Capture and recycle the water through some type of 

treatment equipment. 
Regardless of the method that is chosen, remember that 

anything we do to protect the environment not only im-
proves our quality of life, it can also be used to promote a 
positive image in the community. 

—Scott Ender, Ruffride-Johnson Equipment Ca 
* * * * 

*"Disposal of Industrial Wastewater Alternatives" fact sheets 
1-5 are available from the MPCA on request Contact 
Gretchen Sabel at (612) 296-0550. 

WASHED BENTGRASS TURF 
Minnesota's only washed Bentgrass supplier. 

Wash Penncross Bentgrass 

Bentgrass and Kentucky 
Bluegrass Turf Available 

GLENN^^p 

J T ^ E H B E i N 
m COMPANIES 

Turf Operations 
Harris, MN 55032 

612-227-1215 

Contact us about golf course construction and soil mixes. 
Blaine office 612-784-0657 



A (W)HOLE IN ONE 
One-stop shopping for golf course materials 

TOPDRESSING 
MATERIAL 
• 80/20, 70/30, or 

mix to order 
• Sand screened 

with 1 mm screen 
(USGA spec) 

• Product blended then rescreened through 3mm screen 
to assure clean mix 
All specs available upon request 

CARTPATH AGGREGATE RIPRAP 
Colors: - Buff 

Red rock 
Grey 
Gravel 

DRAINTILE ROCK 
Sizes: T, VÁ" 

DECORATIVE ROCK 

NEW CONSTRUCTION Plaisted 
Companies 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 

P.O. Box 332 
Elk River, MN 55330 

DRAINTILE ROCK CHOKER SAND -

GREENS MIX' 

Minnesota's complete supplier of golf course materials 
Todd Plaisted • John Plaisted • Steve Young 

(612)441-1100 

BUNKER 
SAND 
• Clean, washed sand 

• 2 particle sizes 
to choose 
from 

LARGE OVERSIZE ROCK Sizes: 18" 
10" 

10" round 
4" round 

Great around ponds 

For landscaping 

Sizes: 
Colors: 

VA" or 
• Trap rock 
• Red rock 
• Buff limestone 
• River rock 

• Granite 
• Salt & 

pepper 



Jinx At The Links: 
Eco-Watchers Eye The Greens 

I am certain that subsequent generations will shake their 
heads in disbelief at some of our recreational pleasures. 
Let's take golf as an example. 

I am not a player, but my wife and children are, and they 
tell me that hitting that little white ball around on 
meticulously landscaped turf dotted with water-courses, 
gets them back in tune with nature. And, it is both physi-
cally and mentally rewarding. 

There is no question of golfs popularity. Worldwide there 
are at least 50 million golfers (50 percent are American), 
and golf course construction is the fastest type of land de-
velopment in the world. In terms of total acreage, the 
world's 25,000 golf courses would exceed the size of 
Belgium. 

King James, the Scottish monarch who introduced the 
world to golf in the 15th century, would not recognize 
modern golf courses. Today's courses are a manicured 
monoculture that carries a stiff environmental price tag. 

Anne Piatt, in her article "Toxic Green, The Trouble with 
Golf," which appeared in the May/June issue of Worldwatch, 
addresses some of the environmental problems with golf. 
For example, around the world, golf course developments 
"displace people, destroy habitats, pollute surrounding 
water and air with their heavy concentration of fertilizer 
and pesticides and deplete public water supplies." 

Water 

Golf courses require enormous amounts of water. Con-
sider, for example, that the three municipal golf courses in 
Tampa, Fla., use 560,000 gallons of water daily. Mining 
"fossil" groundwater to irrigate golf courses is clearly an 
unsustainable practice. North Mankato's new golf course 
is a case in point. They are using water from the Mount 
Simon-Hinckley aquifer that is thousands of years old, and 
it is essentially nonrenewable. 

Sandra Postel in her 1992 book, "Last Oasis," reports that 
in 26 countries, water scarcity problems are putting a con-
straint on food production, economic development and pro-
tection of natural ecosystems. 

Africa, the continent with the fastest growing population, 
also has the largest number of water-scarce areas. 

In the Mid-east, nine countries have serious water 
problems. And, water scarcity problems also are evident 
in Barbados, Belgium, Hungary, Malta, Singapore and the 
Netherlands. 

Ironically, some of the countries with water scarcity 
problems are the ones with the fastest growing golf course 
construction projects. In Thailand, a new golf course is be-
ing built every 10 days, and golf is the major cause of law-
lessness among rural people. 

Chemicals 

Thirty years ago, golf courses were treated with mercu-
ry and arsenic to make the turf bright green. 

Today, these toxic metals have been replaced with heavy 
doses of fertilizers and pesticides. 

In the United States, golf courses, on average, use about 
seven times the amount of pesticides applied to agricultural 
land. 

Golf course greens with their largely sand base are a sieve 
for the leaching of pesticides and fertilizers into 
groundwater. 

How these golf course chemicals may affect people is 
largely unknown, but the U.S. National Association of Golf 
Superintendents is currently funding research on the ef-
fects of pesticides on the health of greenskeepers, players 
and caddies. 

Eco-golf 

Golf as a major recreational sport is not going to vanish, 
but organizations like GAG'M, the global anti-golf organi-
zation, are pushing for development policies that will 
minimize long-term damage and risks. 

Some global environmental organizations are suggesting 
that we return to golf courses designed not by bulldozers, 
but by nature. Gen Morita, head of a global anti-golf or-
ganization, says, "There is no more room on Earth to des-
troy nature for the sake of a mere game." 

—Don Gordon, Free Press Columnist Mankato, Minn. 

Par Ex® 
introduces a 

faiiiily of 
mid-sized 
fertilizer 

grades 
designed 
to meet 

the needs of 
today's 
closely-
mowed 

turf. 

Par Ex* and IBDU* are registered 
trademarks of Vigoro Industries, Inc. 

WHY MID-SIZE 
GRADES FOR 
CLOSELY-
MOWED TURF? 

B E C A U S E fairway-sized 
particles are too large to 
apply to closely-mowed turf. 

B E C A U S E greens - s ized 
products can be difficult to 
spread. 

BECAUSE IBDU is the most 
rel iable, most consistent 
source of s low- re lease 
nitrogen. 

For more information contact: 

Precision Turf & Chemicals 
3145 Sycamore Lane 

Plymouth, MN 55441 
6 1 2 / 5 5 9 - 5 2 9 3 

Ken Quandt 
Territory Manager 

West Allis, WI 
4 1 4 / 3 2 7 - 3 9 9 3 



You just can't beat 
THE SYSTEM 

Introducing the new 3215 and 3235 mowers 
Good news. The days of "one-

size-fits-air lightweight fairway 
mowing just ended. 

Now, with the new John Deere 
3215 Turf System I and 3235 Turf 
System II Mowers, you get the 
ground hugging benefits of 22-inch 
cutting units regardless of what 
turf surface you work on. 

The 3215 with standard cutting 
units is a 25.5-hp machine designed 

to perform well on 
any turf type, but 
especially on the 
more delicate cool-
season grasses. 
Cutting units are 
5 inches in diameter 
and feature 7-bladed reels. 

The 32-hp 3235 can be equipped 
with standard or heavy-duty ESP™ 
cutting units. The ESP units are 

SIMPLE SOLUTION 

7 inches in 
diameter, have 
3-inch rollers, and 
feature 8-bladed 
reels to handle 
tough conditions 
like mowing warm-

and transitional-season grasses. 
Talk to us soon for more infor-

mation about these revolutionary 
new mowers. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE® 

Folfus Implement 
1409 Hwy. 64 East 

New Richmond, WI 
Call for Demonstration 

(612) 439-6776 or (715) 246-6565 



ADA: Moving Towards A New Reality 
By Pat Jones 

Director of Communications 

The golf industry has reached an important mile mar-
ker in the long road to final rules regarding the applica-
tion of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to course 
design. 

The proposed rules set forth by the Golf Subcommittee 
of the U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Com-
pliance Board were published in the Federal Register in 
late September. A summary is provided below, but you can 
contact GCSAA Government Relations for a full copy of the 
proposed rules. 

With official publication also comes the opportunity for 
public comment, so please feel free to forward your thoughts 
on the issue to "ADA Comments" in care of GCSAA Govern-
ment Relations. 

Readers should note that the proposed regs deal mainly 
with new construction and remodeling of the physical plant 
of the golf course. They do not answer many commonly 
asked questions about how ADA affects the operations of 
the course. 

For example, the proposed language does not address the 
questions of whether it can ever be reasonable to temporar-
ily deny access to a disabled golfer who uses an assistive 
device or golf car that is likely to damage soft or wet greens 
(although this is the subject of a research project at Rut-
gers that is co-sponsored by USGA, the Association of Dis-
abled American Golfers and GCSAA), or whether lightning 
warning systems must offer alternative methods of notify-
ing hearing-impaired golfers of risks. 

The vast majority of the questions from around the in-
dustry deal with these types of operational issues. Because 
ADA is really a complaint-driven statute (i.e., the rules are 
formed by the courts as lawsuits and complaints are de-
cided), many questions will remain unanswered until test 
cases are filed and work their way through the appellate 
system. For example, recent test cases on the general pro-
visions of ADA have established that people with severe 
asthma may qualify for ADA protection. Another case is 
examining whether the statute applies to people with ex-
treme obesity. Although no golf cases have worked their 
way into the public record, senior Access Board officials con-
firm that a number of golf-related complaints are already 
on file. 

Even more difficult are ADA-related questions about golf 
car usage. For example, what provisions should be made 
for modified golf cars (with swivel seats and/or steering-
column-mounted speed controls)? Even if they're not tech-
nically mandated under the law, courses might still face 
bias claims if they're not provided—particularly if use of 
a car is required. The committee recommended further 
study of this issue. 

It's not a bad idea to step back from the "rules" and con-
sider the issue from a customer service or member satis-
faction standpoint. In that context, you might decide that 
what may not be required by the laws of justice may be 
demanded by the laws of marketing and public relations. 
In short, your facility's policies on players with disabilities 
may be more of an "image" issue than a legal one. 

Although the ADA-Golf process is not over, it is a good 
time to recognize the remarkable contributions made by 
GCSAA Director George Renault III, CGCS, and Henry 
Thrower, the PGA of America's Director of Special Projects. 
Over the past two years, Renault and Thrower have done 
a great service to golf by contributing hundreds of extra 
hours of work (and attending countless government meet-
ings) to represent golfs interests in this issue. It's another 
good example of how golf benefits by being part of the 
governmental process. Thanks also to the many others from 
the industry, including Greg Jones of ADAG and noted ar-
chitect Dick Phelps, who also participated actively in the 
process. 

Summary of Key Recommendations of ADA-Golf 

Important Note: These recommendations were open to 
public comment until Dec. 20,1994. Following public com-
ment, the Access Board will review the comments and pro-
pose final language. That language will also be subject to 
public comment and a final review by the Department of 
Justice. Therefore, the provisions will probably not come 
into effect until late 1996 or early 1997. Until then, all golf 
courses—both private and public—continue to be covered 
under the existing Title 3 requirement to remove barriers 
to access when easily achievable. 

1. Accessible Route: The subcommittee's goal was to 
provide disabled golfers with access to the ball. The assump-
tion was that most players with disabilities would use golf 
cars or other assistive devices. Therefore, "accessible 
route'—an important consideration within other provisions 
of ADA—could not be defined because balls fly un-
predictably. 

2. Golf Cars: The subcommittee recommends that any 
requirements for providing modified golf cars should not 
be finalized until statistical research has been done to docu-
ment what kinds of assistive modifications should be speci-
fied to meet the needs of the largest proportion of disabled 
golfers. The committee also recommended discussions with 
golf car manufacturers about modifications. 

3. New Construction Design Standards: The recom-
mendation is that any NEW courses built after the provi-
sions come into effect must offer access to: 

(Continued on Page 18) 



ADA: Moving Towards 
A New Reality 
(Continued from Page 17) 

a. At least one tee per hole. 
b. All greens, except when extreme safety issues or en-

vironmental restrictions prevail. 
c. Practice greens and at least one teeing station (or 5 

percent of total stations). 
d. Weather shelters, restrooms and other amenities when 

cart paths are provided. 
e. Fairways, at least every 75 yards, except where prevent-

ed by extreme terrain or environmental restrictions. 
Hazards (bunkers) do not have to be accessible under the 

OUTREACHES THE 
PRETTY BOYS 
That's The Beauty Of A National. 
21" of reel outside the wheel. That's 
a claim the others can't make. 
With a National's flexible 
design, sand bunkers, curbs, 
or any trimming tasks are 
well within reach. 

Call us, or your dealer today 
to try one on for size. 

recommendation. At least one practice bunker should be 
accessible if practice bunkers are built in the practice area. 

4. Remodeling/Reconstruction: The subcommittee 
recommends that whenever physical alterations are made 
to a feature on an EXISTING course, those features would 
have to be brought into compliance. "Alteration" means 
changes in physical dimensions (length, width, height). 
Resodding, seeding or irrigation work are not included in 
the definition of "alteration." Examples: If you completely 
rebuilt and/or recontoured a green, that green would have 
to be accessible. If you rebuilt one or more tees on a hole, 
at least one tee on that hole (but not necessarily the one 
you rebuilt) would also have to be accessible. The altera-
tions recommendations did not address fairways. 

5. What is "Access"? Generally, the 
term access applies to the existence of a 
path of travel to a particular feature, the 
suitability of the path and the relative 
dimensions and flatness of the feature. 
The latter means that the path is wide 
enough and the feature is flat enough to 
allow safe access. For example, an acces-
sible tee must have an entry point not ex-
ceeding a slope of 1:20, be wide enough for 
a golf car and not have cross slopes of more 
than 1:50. (For detailed information on the 
specific access definitions, contact GCSAA 
for a full copy of the committee's 
recommendations.) Note however that the 
committee did not recommend design 
guidelines for the actual putting green 
surface. 

Don Strot, 
Minnesota OSHA, 

to speak on: 

OSHA 
Regulations & 
Enforcement 

at the 
MGCSA 

Mini-Seminar 
March 13, 1995 

THIS IS A "MUST-SEE" 
DISCUSSION FOR EVERY 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

You will have the 
opportunity to ask questions! 



TurfSupply Company 

POLYPil 

For More Information, Contact TurfSupply Company 
2797 Eagandale Boulevard • Eagan, Minnesota 55121 

(612) 454-3106 • 1-800-551-4857 • Fax 454-7884 



As Superintendents We Can 
Build Our Future Together 

By Robbie Hellstrom 

Who designed the course? Who built the course? Who is 
the pro? Do these statements sound familiar? If you are a 
golf course superintendent they most probably do. All too 
often, unfortunately the question, "Who is the Superinten-
dent?" never gets asked. 

I have pondered over this question for many years now. 
When I became involved in the golf course maintenance 
business six years ago, I realized almost immediately the 
lack of recognition superintendents received. Just enter-
ing the business I had no concept of the dedication and hard 
work required of this profession. I do understand now, and 
this is what has led me to write this article. 

The last five to ten years have signalled an enormous 
amount of growth in the golf industry. More people have 
taken up the game, equipment has improved and playing 
conditions have catapulted to incredible degrees. One would 
think that automatically the job of superintendent is cer-
tainly more recognized than in the past, yet the position 
does not enjoy the spotlight as much as it should. This is 
somewhat hard to believe when you compare certain other 
positions in the sporting industry to that of a golf course 

superintendent. Let's look at a few jobs in sports main-
tenance to see just how much different the professions are. 

1. Golf course superintendent: 
• In most cases a college education or specialized courses 

are required 
• Responsible for the management of: staffs ranging in 

size from 15 to 50; dozens of pieces of equipment; more than 
100 acres of varying types of turf; pesticide courses and 
licenses; water; wildlife; irrigation; drainage; computers 
and budget 

• A playing season that ranges from 5.5 months to all 
year round with between 15,000 to 45,000 rounds of golf 
played, and this is just the beginning 

2. Ice maker, professional hockey: 
• No college degree required 
• Elements completely controlled 
• No need for enormous amounts of equipment or labor 
• Playing time limited to sixty minutes a night two or 

three nights a week 
(Continued on Page 21) 

GioV 
* Golf Course 
Accessories 
Ball Washers * Detergent * Mounting 
Pipes & Bases * Tee Signs * Spike 
Brushes * Hole Cutters• Flag Poles • 
Flags * Cups * Rakes * Benches * 
Tee Markers * Practice Greens 
Markers •Whipping Poles * Course 
Signage ^ And More. 
Requested by players. Preferred by 
course professionals. Specified by 
designers and used with pride 
wherever golf is played. 
Call your Par Aide dealer today for 
a FREE CATALOG, or call us for the 
dealer nearest you: 612-779-9851. 

©1995, Par Aide Products Co., St. Paul. MN. 

R& nvironmental 
Re-Creations, Inc. 

Horticultural Services 

SUSIE FOBES - Horticulturist 
12410 Huntingdon Ln. 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(612) 933-0553 (metro area) 
(800) 626-6429 (non-metro) 

FAX: (612)933-0553 


