Here’s The Wonderful Workman™ 3000
That Will Really Work Well For You!

V7V,

TORO.

e Get 3Wheel Maneuverability
with the stability and capacity
of a 4-wheel vehicle

e Haul bulkier, heavy loads

¢ Increase productivity

Moreover, it’s reliable
quiet and loaded
with standard features!

Most Cushman® Attachments Fit
This serious work vehicle in the “Truckster®” class offers more flotation, less

compaction and does more work of all kinds in many combinations.
Coming Soon

Workman with Spreader

Toro 200 Gallon Low Profile Sprayer

And
It's
Backed
By Our
Tradition
Of
Customer
Satisfaction

Toro Full Bed with Cushman ore Harvester

8 EDISTRIBUTING CO. m

14900 - 21ST AVENUE NORTH ¢ PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA 55447
PHONE (612) 475-2200 * FAX (612) 475-0351 » TOLL FREE 1-800-362-3665

1/3 Bed with Stake Sides and 2/3 Dump Box
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HOLE NOTES : - FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
; e Second Garske
, Oﬁ"“f‘a(l, fi‘}‘l‘;hca“,‘m ~ Scholarship Scramble ‘
= MeataGolfCose | | Another Success ‘
Supermtendents’ Assoclatlon ,
e lm~M608A L The success of the second annual Garske Scholarship Scramble
- BOARD OF DIRECTORS |  exemplifies the need to better relations with your staff. Judging by the happy
. OMeers faces at White Bear Yacht Club, a nice round of golf on a beautiful day
 President...........Greg Hubbard, CGCS improved everyone’s attitude. Our thanks go to Steve Garske and Par Aide
- Manitou Ridge Golf Course Company for their continued generous support of the scholarship program.
. GLATIMI6 | Next year, we'll try for a morning and afternoon shotgun to accommodate all
ieiiee v Jos Mok ;
 itan Purk Gl Gourss those who wish to play.
e 612,'783-3472 = Progress on the Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation is

: : Gardner continuing as all participating organizations have committed to membership.
rm&“‘e’ G"“; & C"“"t" Club The steering committee has been dismissed, and the first Board of Directors

. 507/281-3241 . . . e o - X
. ' | meeting will be held soon. This Foundation is the culmination of many years

Sﬁnm cmt,y cb | of hard work and will finally allow the Green Industry a unified voice over
~ 612/439-7760 its affairs. My thanks to all who have made this a reality.

R‘%mﬁnmc% ; Our Research Committee is continuing its commitment to the
. 31214735311;‘ ~, University of Minnesota’s research programs on snow mold and winter covers
" Diretors | astheban of mercury fungicides comes ever closer. Unrecognized participants
's ........Cushman Motor Co. | in this endeavor are Charlie Pooch and his Bolstad/University of Minnesota
¢ e1ontasder golf course maintenance staff, who have diligently cared for our research
ite ...........Pebble Creek GC | green, and the Leitner Company, supplier of various topdressing materials

6122614656 | over the years. Many thanks for your help.
. "Par A’“&“A‘#{S&‘I 5 Another of our members has received national recognition for his
. ..Eau Claire Golf & CC fine work. Rod Johnson of Sheboygan Pine Hills Country Club was the driving

715/836-8422 force behind a $10,000 donation by the Wisconsin GCSA to the GCSAA

.. .Indian Hills GC research project on pesticide use and superintendent mortality. This important

; ;715/770'3091 : study is exploring possible linkages between pesticide use and causes of death

 BREAEE ...  Club among golf course superintendents. These funds were raised by selling
s o 612/471-0341& v : : : : : :

i - pesticide application notification signs to member clubs with profits

f“?;?mmwe' CGCS ’ Grmdz;g/?éa{?gg; | earmarked for this project.

BmWhitwwth,CGCSNorthﬁeld ac Look for Early Bird registration forms for our upcoming annual

e 5076456879 | conference at the Minneapolis Convention Center in November. The

ysocki '.,'.;.,,.:....Fmbaulsi;r(z}olf&cc | Conference Committee, chaired by Bill Whitworth, has done a fine job of

. /334'5550 | preparing an exciting program, and I urge you to take advantage of this

opportunity.

Congratulations to Pat and John Harris on the birth of their new
8-pound son, Christian. Just another welcome complication to John’s harried
life.

Upcoming events this month include the Walker Cup at Interlachen,
the LPGA event at Edinburgh and our Annual Championship at the Links
of Northfork. Sharpen up your golf games and register early!

—Greg Hubbard, CGCS
President

; HOLE NOTES is published monthly except bimonthly December/January, February/March for
f ta, Minnesota 55391-1617 $2 an issue or $20 per year by the Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents Association, 240
- TEL 612/473—0557 o FAX: 612/473-0576 Minnetonka Avenue South, Wayzata, MN 55391-1617. Scott Turtinen, Publisher. Application
e m FREE 800'842'7227 . to mail at second class rates is pending at Wayzata, MN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes
L . to HOLE NOTES, 240 Minnetonka Avenue South, Wayzata, MN 55391-1617.
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Water, Water Everywhere

1993 has already brought a few
surprises our way. This summer many
of the Midwestern states have seen an
excessive amount of rain. Many areas
have been devastated with the result-
ing flooding. Most would agree, situa-
tions could always be worse than the
present circumstances we may en-
counter. For instance, the flooding and
heavy rains have severely affected
some of our golf courses, but most have
not experienced the tremendous bur-
den of losing homes and property. As
turfgrass managers, flooding of any
magnitude is going to present frustra-
tions and challenges while we try to
restore the damaged areas as soon as
possible.

Fox Hollow has experienced minor
flooding in the past, but nothing can
be compared to the summer of 1993.
Fox Hollow is located along the Crow
River, which borders seven of the
courses 18 holes. The river, which
originates in western Minnesota, pass-
es by Hutchinson, Delano and Rock-
ford before emptying into the
Mississippi at Dayton. High waters
are usually expected in the spring
from snow melt and run-off. However,
heavy rainfall on top of saturated soils
can lead to rising water levels
throughout the golfing season.

The Crow River has already crest-
ed well above flood stage on three
separate occasions in 1993. The annu-
al spring rise in March/April was fol-
lowed by extremely high water
beginning May 15. The course was
flooded a third time June 15 following
the heavy rains in the southwestern
corner of the state. As of this date
(July 18) five holes are still 75% sub-
merged (approx. 8 to 10 acres). Reced-
ing has begun and we anticipate flood
free turf in 7 to 10 days.

Every golf course has its own plan
of action according to its location. Any
noticeable rise in water levels initial-
ly threatens access to #16 green. To
help keep all 18 holes playable for as
long as possible, we have purchased an
80 foot portable dock bridge. The struc-
ture is stationed over the land bridge

By Chuck Molinari

Superintendent, Fox Hollow Golf Club

that leads to the right of #16 green. It
is tightly tied to nearby supports for
stability, as the conditions worsen.
Eighteen-foot planks are placed
together which are wide enough to al-
low safe access for golfers and a walk-
ing greensmower.

The par three third hole has an is-
land green that is only reachable by
a permanent bridge. Once the water
starts flowing over the low end of the
bridge, the water level has reached
holes #5, #7, #11 and #17, making
them unplayable.

One solution to keeping the water
off the lowest portion of the course,
thus saving as much turf as possible,
was to install a temporary pump with
the capacity to discharge up to 5,000
gal. of water per minute (approx.
7,200,000 gal. per 24-hour period). At
that rate, we are able to shut off the
pump after several hours and restart
it when necessary. We've been very for-
tunate to have access to this pump on
short notice. Without it, flooding
would linger on much longer in low ly-
ing areas.

The layout of the course has al-
lowed us to keep nine holes open
through the highest water conditions.
Mapping out a playable nine holes,
with minimum walking distance be-
tween each was important to keep gol-
fers interested and challenged. Thru
one stretch of time, we went to the ex-
treme of closing the driving range and
cutting a fairway down the left side
that leads to #17 green. A short, but
very playable, par four.

All the greens have been built
above the 100-year flood plain. They
are dry with the exception of a small
portion of #5 green. With high water
lasting for an extended period of time,
there was a need to get to greens #3,
#5 and #16, which had become acces-
sible only by boat. With mowing and
other programs hindered for nearly
three weeks, it was necessary to reach
these greens. The one-half inch plus
turf needed to be cut to a manageable
height. It was also a good time for a
fungicide application. Being in need of

a boat, we sought out the fishermen
and hunters of the crew. A ten-foot
duck boat was quickly provided. The
boat adequately carried a walking
greensmower, a hand sprayer and two
staff members.

In past high water periods we were
fortunate enough to see the water re-
cede anywhere from five to 14 days af-
ter the turf had been covered. Within
this time frame, both the bentgrass
fairway landing areas and existing
bluegrass held up remarkably well.
But the restoration and clean up of the
fairways was still of great concern.

As soon as possible, we connected
hoses to nearby sprinkler heads and
power washed the silt layer that had
accumulated on the surface. The ex-
cess water was then squeeged off and
hand-raked to stand turf up and im-
prove the drying out process. When
conditions dried out enough, a two-
directional aerifying took place to im-
prove air circulation. The biggest con-
cern with this type of clean-up is the
time-consuming task of washing the
turf. It was slow going but very ef-
fective.

The current flooding has lingered
into its fourth week, and, as stated
earlier, seven to 10 more days are ex-
pected before all water has complete-
ly receded. This time reseeding is a
certain, with turf being submerged for
at least five weeks. Our current plan
of action is to slit seed wherever pos-
sible. If that is not effective, a seedbed
will be prepared by verticutting heav-
ily and broadcasting the seed which
will then be dragged in. For safe meas-
ure, an application to prevent pythium
from developing will be done due to
the heat and humidity expected in late
July and August. Lower humidity
would be welcomed.

It is our hope the unusual flooding
of ’93 will not be a regular occurence.
At times, the condition of the course
can be overwhelming. But it is good to
know that this will soon pass and the
flooding of 1993 will only be a memory
of new experiences and challenges.

4 HOLE NOTES




an

& &
LEITNER COMPANY

Specializing In Soils For Golf Course
Maintenance & Construction
Soil mixing and processing specialists.

Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil
and sand products for over 50 years.

From 10 yards to 10,000 yards — material
to specification for topdressing and construction.

Quality — Reliability — Experience
MIKE LEITNER

LEITNER COMPANY

945 Randolph Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

(612) 291-2655

PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA




AT WHITE BEAR YACHT CLUB

1993 Garske Scholarship Scramble Results

Buffalo Run G.C.

DaVe:DeeI i sis s v vavEEies 6 Y SRS Y G S R R i o s bR 4 30-30—60

Wapicada G.C.

Mike Kasner, Scot Milstroh, Bobby Gans, Russell Olson....................... 32-31—63

North Star Turf

Gordy Miller, Greg Brodd, Jeff Churchill, John Hopko ........................ 31-34—65

Stillwater C.C.

Kevin Clunis, Mike Nelson, John Teply, Jeff Zignego ......................... 32-33—65

Hudson G.C.

Shane Andrews, Troy Johnson, Jerry Benson, A. Popen Hagen ................. 33-32—65

Manitou Ridge G.C.

Greg Hubbard, Mike Ligday, John Hammerschmidt, Charley Miller............. 34-32—66

Rochester G.&C.C.

James Gardner, Dan Breitbart, Jeff Anderson, Arvid Neus .................... 31-35—66

White Bear Yacht Club

John Steiner, Dave Longville, Dave McCarty ..............cooiiinninennnnnn. 33-33—66

Faribault G.&C.C. / Turf Supply Co. / Island View G.C.

Dale Wysocki, Chuck Bargfrede, Mark Poppitz, John Wiley .................... 35-31—66

Worthington C.C.

Tom Meier, Jeff Linder, Mike Suman, Jeff Berkhof ...................cccvvu... 30-36—66

Pheasant Run G.C.

Scott Weltzin, Darren Gourley, Bob Gardner, Hank Grahs ..................... 32-34—66

Minneapolis G.C.

Dale Caldwell, Tom Herzog, Rick Skjosby, Lester Reiff ........................ 33-34—67

National / Turfco / Par Aide / Midland Hills / Pebble Creek

Steve Garske, Cary Femrite, Scott Austin, Monty Montague ................... 33-34—67 ‘

North Oaks C.C. RSN

Jack MacKonZi6:: o vonwmasinesn 5 i sonoinien & i Soieimnes s i feahianmses 34-33—67 The White Bear Yacht Club staff was

Chisago Lakes G.C. very supportive of all our needs.

Dave Zimmer, Rob Altman, Dan Elcher, Brad Peper .......................... 35-32—67

Buffalo Heights G.C.

Todd Klein, Brooks Ellingson, Mark Severson, Tim Kuebelbeck ................ 33-34—67

Birch Bay / Reed’s Sales & Service

Tom G. Kientzle, John Beyer, Dale Walesheck, Mike Brunelle.................. 31-36—67

River Falls G.C. /| Baker Park National G.C./ Check Signature

Paul Dignau, Scott Knutson, Keith Greeninger, Joe Check .................... 33-34—67

Pebble Creek G.C.

George Peterson, Mike Albus, Joe Buege, Jeff Larson . ...............c.00u.n.. 32-35—67

Daytona C.C.

Jerry McCann, Bruce McCann, Chris Hasbrouck, Mark Orwoll ................ 35-33—68

MTI Distributing

Nate Gould, Bob Reihe, Bob Fredericks, Tom Haberman ...................... 34-35—69

North Star Turf / National Mower Co. / Oak Glen G.C.

Dan Miller, Joe Churchill, Stan Kinkead, Pete Mogren ....................... 32-37—69

Minikahda Club

Doug Mahal, Mike Brower, Rick Krause, John Jorosz . .............oovveunn.n. 36-33—69

Hillcrest C.C.

Joe Rondeau, Lowell Riecks, Rob Tennant, Fred Betz ......................... 35-34—69 o ww s s

Les Bostad G.C. Specializing in

Charlie Pooch, Jim Peloquin, Russ Adams, Jerry Bibbey ...................... 34-36—170 Re.Design & Construction

Keller Fence/Westfield G.C.

Mike Keller, Jim Keller, Dick Kolter, Fred Peterson, Jr. ... .................... 36-35—71 of Golf Courses

Indian Hills G.C.

Dick Grundstrom, Charles Schultz, Aaron Martin, Matt Johnson ............... 36-35—T71 Consultants

Dellwood Hills G.C. i

John Bichner, Pat Anderson, Al Jaques, JeffBohler .......................... 37-35—72 Froject Management

Tartan Park #1 / Precision Turf Contact:

Joe Moris, Randy Allen, Ed Peterson, Dave KIupp . ..............couoeeenn... 37-36—73 ORwach

Tartan Park #2 Gerald “Gary” Rohling

Curt Pickar, Joel Starzecki, Ron Boyden, Jeff Fredeen ........................ 37-38—75

g?xx lﬁ)lﬂ)wl_G.C.' Mark Callender, Rod H Troy H 38-37—-175 B Giles:uvaiiel
uck Molinari, Mark Callender, anson, BOBON: o6 waivsmenios o e -37— .

Ml Hille G Elk River, MN 55330

Eric Peterson, Kelly Wusicka, Max Hartmann, John Cox...................... 37-38—75

Town & Country Club (612) 441-5127

Bill Larson, Steve Williams, Jim Crawford, Mike Romundstad ................. 42-34—-76

otheainC ROE. Fax (612) 441-3851

Jim Schmitz, Craig Sell, Tim Warren, Dean Rinken . ..................c0ou... 39-39—-78
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A (W)HOLE IN ONE

One-stop shopping for golf course materials

TOPDRESSING
MATERIAL

* 80/20, 70/30, or
mix to order

« Sand screened
with Tmm screen
(USGA spec)

000000000
000000000

booOoDOOO0U

« Product blended then rescreened through 3mm screen

to assure clean mix
All specs available upon request

BUNKER
SAND

« Clean, washed sand

« 2 particle sizes
to choose /
from

CARTPATH AGGREGATE

Colors: - Buff
* Red rock

» Grey
» Gravel

RIP RAP

LARGE OVERSIZE ROCK Sizes: 18" - 10" round

10" - 4" round

Great around ponds

Sizes: %", %", 14" :

DECORATIVE ROCK

Sizes: 1%" or %"
Colors: « Trap rock

» Red rock

« Buff limestone
* River rock

& « Granite

NEW CONSTRUCTION
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N
N
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&
S
\7Z,

R T e
DRAINTILE ROCK CHOKER SAND
GREENS MIX

SNz

N

Plaisted
Compani€s ro.poxa:

INCORPORATED Elk River, MN 55330

Minnesota’s complete supplier of golf course materials
Todd Plaisted  John Plaisted

(612)441-1100




Superintendent « Fishing Guide « TV Tipster « Video Producer
% %k ok %

For Steve Hamelau, It All Came Together in Alexandria

If a person has the opportunity to live where he really
wants to live, does the type of work he really wants to do
and can engage in recreational pursuits he thoroughly en-
joys, that person is indeed fortunate.

Steve Hamelau, head golf course superintendent at Alex-
andria Golf Club in west central Minnesota, considers him-
self most fortunate. As a young Iowa farm lad who loved
to fish, hunt and trap, he used to vacation with his par-
ents in the Alexandria area and thought that some day
here’s where he really wanted to live.

That opportunity came 13 years ago and Hamelau,
now 44, thoroughly enjoys an unusual lifestyle that not only
includes tending to the challenging responsibilities at Alex-
andria Golf Club but also involves serving as a respected
fishing guide, producing a 30-second weekly fishing show
on KSAXTYV, an Alexandria television station, and over-
seeing the production of various outdoor promotional videos
with his two sons, Mitch and Jonathan.

STEVE HAMELAU (center) and friends out on the lake in
Alexandria.

Moreover, his outdoor pursuits also have the blessing of
the Board of Directors of Alexandria Golf Club and, it is
said, appreciate what he has done and is doing for the com-
munity “as long as every blade of grass is where it should
be on the golf course”

“This type of situation would not work out for all golf
course superintendents, but in my case it does,’ said
Hamelau. “My primary responsibility, of course, is Alex-
andria Golf Club, and I have an excellent assistant superin-
tendent in Greg Olson and an excellent crew that takes
pride in what each one is responsible for. My other activi-
ties result in working some weird hours.”

Born in Winnebago, Minn., Steve moved with his family
when he was less than a year old to Nevada, Iowa, where
he was graduated from high school in 1967. His apprecia-
tion of the outdoors led him to Iowa State University in
Ames, where he started to major in fisheries and wild life
but later switched to earn a degree in natural resource de-
velopment for outdoor recreation. At the time he thought
he might get involved with a state or federal park system.

During his college days he managed a county park on
the edge of Lake Miami in Albia, Iowa in 1969. During the
summer of 1971 he assisted the superintendent at a 9-hole
course the city of Ames had acquired. The following year
he became superintendent at a Nevada course, then was
hired for the same position at an 18-hole municipal course
in Waverly, Iowa in 1976. That lasted only two months since
he was asked to become superintendent of public grounds
for Waverly’s Parks and Recreation Department, a position
that involved overseeing 20 parks; a huge, year-around
cemetery and all the public areas—plus the 18-hole golf
course.

While working in Iowa, he became a member of the Min-
nesota Golf Course Superintendents’ Association and,

among other benefits, received the periodic announcements
of job openings. When he noticed the Alexandria Golf Club
position was available, he remembered his boyhood activi-
ties in this area, applied for the job and was hired in 1980.
For Steve, it was a dream that had become a reality.

Alexandria Golf Club is a prestigious Minnesota course,
well-known for its annual Resorters’ tournament and as
a major tourist attraction. In June it attracted considera-
ble media attention when Tom Lehman PGA Day was held
here. (See July 1993 issue of Hole Notes.)

“We usually work our course to peak for the Resorters,’
said Club President Jon Haaven. “This year we peaked for
our Tom Lehman Day, then aimed at maintaining it well
for the Resorters in August.”

Hamelau began guiding in the Spring of 1982, ac-
knowledging that “it’s a lot of fun but must be accom-
plished without interfering with our golf course work.”

“A true guide,” he said, “understands what his clients
desire. Getting a limit is not the main thing. Companion-
ship and teaching things of value, in and out of the boat,
are particularly important.”

Said Club President Haaven: ‘“Steve does a fabulous job
on the golf course and his weekly television show.”

On KSAXTV Steve does a 30-second shot on the 10 o'’clock
news for 26 weeks. Most of the time he films about four
shows in three hours during off-duty time.

The television filming led to related video produc-
tions for chambers of commerce and resorts. Sons Mitch,
19, a sophomore at St. John’s University in Collegeville,
and Jonathan, 16, a junior at Alexandria High School, han-
dle most of the film production in the Hamelau home,
where a full video studio has been set up. They also work
part-time on the golf course. Steve’s wife, Darlene, handles

(Continued on Page 25)
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he GA 60 Aerator has proven to be more

effective than any competing tractor-pulled
reciprocating fairway aerator on the market. Features
such as twin aerating heads, its own source of power,
and floating turf guards deliver greens-caliber aeration
even on undulating terrain. The heavier and beefier
aerating heads provide greater strength to cover a
broader range of turf conditions.

The GA 60 is easy to hook up. One person can
attach or detach the ball hitch without bolts or tools.
As with all of the revolutionary Cushman® 5th Wheel
Implements, its low 11 psi minimizes ground compaction.

B Cushman GA 60 Aerator

Large enough to cover your fairways in record
time, the GA 60 lets you aerate up to 1.1 acres per
hour. Maximum coring depth is a deep 4". You can
vary the coring pattern from 2 1/2" x 3 1/2" to 2 1/2" x
5". Turf-Truckster® hydraulics allow the aeration unit
to be raised for easy transport and lowered for quick
operation.

Quality large area aeration is a big order to fill,
but the GA 60 delivers...and then some.

Only Cushman increases your productivity with a complete line of 5th Wheel Implements.

Cushman 5th Wheel Implements
provide the highest capacities available
to meet the demands of intense turf

to less than 12 psi. When you have to

aerate, haul, dump, spray, spread or top
dress, no one offers more capabilities
than Cushman. No one!
maintenance practices. They are exclu-  consqct us today ...

sively designed to keep ground pressure for a free demonstration.

CUSHMAN

—(USHMAN MOTOR (0, IN(=

2909 EAST FRANKLIN AVENUE « MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55406 -

CUSHMAN __
TURF-CARE =
EQUIPMENT

(612) 333-3487 « FAX (612) 333-5903 « TOLL FREE 1 (800) 759-5343



Golf Course Photography

Photographing your golf cource can be a challenging un-
dertaking, one that might lead to frustration and disap-
pointment if not approached with the proper understanding
of what it takes to succeed in capturing the beauty that
you see there so often. There are a lot of details to be consi-
dered before a finished picture can be created. The purpose
of this article is to familiarize you with some of the proce-
dures that will increase your percentage of good golf course
photographs.

The first consideration should be what kind of equip-
ment to use. The larger format cameras, such as 102 and
4X5, will yield the best quality negatives and slides for en-
largements and reproduction in magazines, but realistically
speaking, most people reading this article will be using
some type of 35mm camera. Some of this equipment will
be a fixed lens type with no options for changing lenses.
Others will have the capability of adding wide angle and
telephoto lenses to the equipment for increased flexibility.
But no matter what type of equipment that you have at
your disposal, you can get better photographs if you become
more aware of what to do with your equipment. My recom-
mendations would be to have no smaller than 35mm for-
mat with both wide angle and telephoto lenses when
possible. I’ll discuss the use of these lenses later.

The type of film that you will use will be determined by
your primary end use of the images. If your primary use
is for reproduction in a magazine, then your choice should
be slide or transparency film. Magazine publishers use
slides and transparencies to make color separations for
printing and can get the highest color saturation and de-
tail from this medium. Slide film is more exacting in its
exposure and therefore can be more difficult to get good
results for the inexperienced photographer.

Print film would be easier to use because the exposure
isn’t as critical and it will be less expensive for enlarge-
ments, but you will not be able to get the deep color satu-
ration that you can get in slide films that are properly
exposed. Remember that the lower “ISO” rated films render
the highest quality results, with finer grain structure for
enlargements and reproductions. Proper care of your film
both before and after exposure is very important to your
color stability. Always refrigerate your film before and af-
ter exposure. Be sure if you do refrigerate your film that
you allow a couple of hours for the film to warm up in the
canister before using to avoid condensation. Have your film
processed as soon after exposure as possible for the best
color. Above all, don’t store film in your car during hot days.

Perhaps the single most important element in your pho-
tograph is the lighting. It makes or breaks a landscape pho-
tograph. Cultivating an ability to recognize good lighting
when you see it should be your highest priority. Look at
any photograph that you like and ask where the lighting
is coming from and why it makes the photograph good.
Study the direction of light every time you view a picture
and become aware of its effects on the landscape. Low af-
ternoon light can define shapes on a golf course that you
were not aware of at noon. Dark foregrounds and brightly

lit greens can lead the eye to the green, which is the main
subject. Undulations in the green that are such an impor-
tant factor in every golfer’s game become well defined in
the low angled light of late afternoon. The way that light
strikes the green or fairway of a golf hole can make a
remarkable difference in the impact of a photograph.

Generally speaking, having the light source at your
back or sides will render the best color saturation on your
shots and will define landscape shapes. When shooting with
the light at your back, be careful not to get your shadow
in the foreground of your photograph. Because the layout
of your course doesn’t change from hour to hour or day to
day, the only variable that you have is to view the lighting
on your course at different times during the day and de-
termine which is the optimum time for a particular hole.
If you are dealing with late afternoon diminishing light
as your optimum time for a particular hole, there may be
only a few minutes during that time that the hole can best
be photographed. Other holes can only be photographed on
overcast days because the greens are always showing
shadows from surrounding trees when bright sun is used.
Being aware of this and taking advantage of the lighting
will render the best possible image. Shooting on a crisp
clear day that has a mixture of deep blue sky and white
clouds adds another dimension to your photographs. Avoid
those hazy, bald sky days because there is no color satu-
ration.

Your images should be well thought-out for both light-
ing and composition. It is equally as important to know
what to include as what to exclude. Try to compose your
images to be as simple and uncluttered as possible,
eliminating distracting elements and backgrounds so as
to focus the viewer’s attention on the key element. Get in
close, shoot from the back of the green with a wide angle
lens, shoot from the tee with a normal lens, get a high an-
gle, or a low angle, shoot from every imaginable angle and
you’ll surprise yourself with the limitless possibilities that
some of the holes present. Be selective about a certain fea-
ture that makes the hole unique. Sometimes you can even
include two holes effectively in the same photograph.

Be careful to meter the landscape carefully for proper
exposure of your film; bracket your exposure by taking pho-
tographs at both the correct exposure according to your
meter and one F-stop above and below that exposure. This
practice will show you, especially in slide photography, that
one F-stop can make all the difference in a slide’s color satu-
ration. A few extra frames exposed at the perfect lighting
time for a hole is cheap insurance that you have the image
properly exposed. Make notes of your exposure in a note-
book for later reference. This will increase your knowledge
for more predictable results every time.

Most important of all is to have fun trying to capture that
special beauty that only a golf course can offer. The more
that you shoot and evaluate what you shoot, the better you
will become at photographing your course.

—Bob Maynard, Through The Green




