
GCSAA Launches New 
Golf Business Publication 

A new magazine has been launched to provide a single 
comprehensive information source for people who make golf 
their business. The magazine is called Golf Business To-
day (GBT). 

Explosive growth over the last several years has made 
it increasingly hard to keep up with the changes in the in-
dustry. GBTs goal will be to give each reader a convenient 
way to keep pace with all facets of the business of golf. 

Started in March, GBT will be published monthly by the 
Golf Course Superintedents Association of America 
(GCSAA). GCSAA is an international professional associ-
ation formed in 1926, with more than a half-century of pub-
lishing experience in the golf course management industry. 

GCSAAs board of directors commissioned an independent 
research organization to explore the need within the golf 
industry for a single resource that could meet the demand 
for news from around the industry. The result of that 
research is GBT. 

"Golf Business Today is designed to be a service to the 
golf industry," said Randy Nichol, CGCS, president of 
GCSAA. " GBT will fill a need as a single, concise source 
that will help those in industry keep tabs on the golf news 
that really counts." 

GBT will offer information drawn from a wide range of 
fields, with key facts presented in fast-reading summary 
form. The new magazine will also include longer features 
that take an overview of topics and developments of interest 
to everyone in the golf business. 

GBTs target audience will be golf course architects, 
builders, club managers and owners, superintendents and 
others who make their living from golf. 

Other golf industry groups, such as the American Socie-
ty of Golf Course Architects and the Golf Course Builders 
Association of America, have officially endorsed the publi-
cation, further confirming the need for GBT. 

GBT will reach readers through two channels. About 
25,000 copies will be deliver to persons who now receive 
Golf Course Management (GCM), the official magazine of 
GCSAA. Another 25,000 copies will be mailed to other golf 
business people who are not GCM subscribers. 

The motto of GBT is "Around the Business World of Golf 
in 30 Minutes." 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

MUST BE RETURNED TO THE MGCSA 

OFFICE BY JULY 1, 1992 

APPLICATIONS MAY BE OBTAINED BY 

CALLING THE BUSINESS OFFICE AT: 

(612) 473-0557 

Grounds & Facility 
Expo Set August 4-5 

The Minnesota Parks Supervisors Association has 
announced details regarding the MPSA-sponsored 
Grounds and Facility Expo. 

The outdoor Expo will be held Wednesday and 
Thursday, August 4 and 5, at the Elm Creek Park 
Reserve located northwest of Osseo. The show hours 
will be from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day. Par-
ticipants at the show will include turf and facility 
managers and their crews responsible for the main-
tenance of park systems, golf courses, university and 
school grounds, public works facilities, sports turf and 
recreation facilities, commercial grounds and ceme-
taries. In the past, the Expo has attracted over 75 ex-
hibitors within the industry showing their products 
and offering on-site demonstrations. MPSA officials 
expect closer to 100 exhibitors registering for this 
summer's event. 

For more information contact: 
Rich Pelletier, City of Eagan at 681-4300 or 
Dean Heng, Hennepin Parks at 559-6703 

GCSAA Elects 1993-94 
Board of Directors 

Randy Nichols, CGCS, Cherokee Town & Country Club, 
Dunwoody, Ga., was elected president of the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) during 
the association's 1993 annual meeting in Anaheim, Calif. 

Nichols succeeds William R. Roberts, CGCS, Lochmoor 
Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich., who as immediate past 
president will continue to serve on the board for a year. 

Joseph G. Baidy, CGCS, Acacia Country Club, Lyndhurst, 
Ohio, was elected vice president. 

Re-elected as a director and appointed secretary/treasurer 
was Gary T. Grigg, CGCS, Naples National Golf Club, 
Naples, Fla. 

Elected as directors were David W. Fearis, CGCS, Blue 
Hills Country Club, Kansas City, Mo., and George E. 
Renault III, CGCS, Burning Tree Club, Bethesda, Md. 

Appointed to the board was R. Scott Woodhead, CGCS, 
Valley View Golf Club, Bozeman, Mont. Woodhead will 
serve the remaining year on Baidy's term as director. 
Baidy's director position was vacated when he was elected 
vice president. 

Paul S. McGinnis, CGCS, Union Hills Country Club, Sun 
City, Ariz., and Bruce R. Williams, CGCS, Bob O'Link Golf 
Club, Highland Park, 111., have one year remaining on their 
terms and will continue serving as directors. 

GCSAA officers serve one-year terms, and directors are 
elected to two-year terms. 



Dr. Beard Outlines '10 Vital Trends' 
Dr. James Beard recently outlined 10 trends he felt vital 

during a presentation at the Michigan Turfgrass Confer-
ence, just a few miles from Michigan State University 
where he taught from 1961 to 1975. 

"Some of the things I say will probably be wrong, but the 
challenge is to think of the future," said Beard, who was 
visiting from Texas A&M University. 

1. More computer use in turfgrass management. 
"You're going to come in and turn that computer on and 
you're going to get a series of readouts, that there is a high 
probability of this disease in the next four days, or the prime 
time for winter overseeding is coming up, or a period of root 
stress is approaching," he notes. Computers, networked to 
libraries, will provide an immediate source of information 
for turfgrass managers. 

2. Reduced pesticide use. More corrective and fewer 
preventive applications. More pesticide applications will be 
target-specific. 

3. More emphasis on pest management ap-
proaches. The key to solid turfgrass management? "Un-
derstanding and manipulating the environment in favor 
of the growth of the turfgrass plant, and minimizing the 
chances of stress," says Beard. 

4. Water conservation. Expect less water available for 
turfgrass use, higher water costs, increased use of effluent 
water, government control or allocation, says Beard, not-
ing that the industry has had a hard time convincing the 
public that turfgrass is actually vital in preserving and pro-

tecting groundwater. 
5. More uses of controlled-release fertilizer 

products. The presence of nitrates in groundwater will con-
tinue to be an issue. He asks for improvements in slow-
release fertilizer carriers. 

6. Less energy waste. Expect steadily rising costs for 
petroleum-based products and internal combustion 
machinery, causing turfgrass managers to plan their pro-
grams with energy savings in mind. 

7. Improved stress tolerance in turfgrass cultivars. 
Plant breeders will accelerate their efforts to develop grass-
es that provide quality turf while requiring less energy, 
water, fertilizer and pesticides. 

8. Innovative rootzones for turfgrass getting lots of 
traffic. Beard refers to a mesh element system in place in 
the upper six inches of turfgrass rootzone at the 14-acre 
Santa Anita (Calif.) Race Track. He said it significantly 
reduced divoting and improved turf at the track. Systems 
based on similar principles might be developed for golf 
tees/greens and sports fields. 

10. More education needed to keep abreast of tech-
nological advances. Turfgrass managers will have to be 
well-versed in turfgrass, and also in cost control, system 
organizations, personnel management, budgeting, etc. 

The heart of his message? "Efficiency through better 
management of water use, pesticide use, energy use, equip-
ment use, labor use and fertilizer use," says Beard. 

Make Daconü 2787 
the Cornerstone 

of Your Turf 
Management 
Program 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
LARRY THORNTON 

612/723-0151 or 1-800-642-2736 

W I L B U R - E L L I S 

IDEAS 10 GROW WITH® 

AG-A11092 



'Trash Mates' Recyclers 
Top List Of New Par Aide Products 

For years, player-generated waste has been an unsightly 
problem on the golf course. Par Aide's new "Trash Mates" 
keep trash out of sight and act together as a recycling center 
and a waste receptacle. 

Thanks to a restricted opening in the snap-on, "Cans 
Only" lid, players separate cans right on the course. A se-
cond Trash Mate handles the rest of the trash with inter-
changeable lids and accepts common bag liners for easy 
emptying. 

Trash Mates are said to deliver more mounting versatil-
ity than any other container. Unique, universal mounting 
brackets offer many choices and attach easily to any two-
inch pipe or vertical surface. Purchased as a pair or in-
dividually, the polyethylene plastic containers have a gener-
ous holding capacity of nine gallons each, and are available 
in three colors. 

For more information on Par Aide's Trash Mates, contact 
Par Aide Products Company at 3565 Hoffman Road East, 
St. Paul, MN 55110. For the name of the Par Aide dealer 
nearest you, call 612-779-9851. 

Greensmix® Announces 
Incorporation of NorthWoods Organics 

Greensmix® a supplier of custom blended rootzone me-
dias, announces the incorporation of its affiliate company, 
NorthWoods Organics. 

NorthWoods Organics is located in Duluth, Minnesota 
and is managed by Principal Scientist Thomas Levar. 

Tom is a former research scientist with the University 
of Minnesota and holds an honors graduate degree in both 
Soil Science and Horticultural Science. Tom has published 
several papers over his 17-year career and is recognized 
throughout the international peat community. 

Tom's role at NorthWoods Organics includes the manage-
ment of peatland resources, which encompasses resource 
assessment, characterization of peat materials, and peat-
land management for agriculture and forestry. 

NorthWoods Organics now offers a wide variety of organ-
ics for rootzone media including: sphagnum, reed-sedge, 
hypnum and top moss. All of these organics are available 
from several locations throughout North America, in either 
bulk, seven cubic yard bulk sacks or 5 cubic foot compressed 
bales. 

NorthWoods Organics has several plants and offices 
throughout North America. For further information, please 
call NorthWoods Organics at 715-258-8566. 

Mary Burg, Brightwood Hills, and Cary Femrite, Pebble 
Creek, discuss the merits of leather lounging. 

Now, Scott offers 
effective Poa control 
and high potassium 
feeding in one product 
Gain the programming flexibility you're looking 
for with ProTurf* High KTM Fertilizer with TGRR 
Poa Annua Control * Not only does it weaken 
the competitive Poa, but it also allows you to 
choose to add a high potassium feeding to your 
fertilization schedule to help your turf. 

Ask your ProTurf 
Tech Rep for details. 

ProTurf 
Leif Erickson 
Technical Rep. 
800-728-0354 
Mike Redmond 
Exec. Technical Rep. 
612-422-0785 

15-0-29 
High K Fertilizer 
with TGR Poa 
Annua Control 



A revolutionary leap in the evolution of mowing. 
To see where rotary mowing is headed, take a good look 
at the sleek new Jacobsen HR-5111.™ It delivers an ll'-plus, 
high-production cut and exceptional trimability in a rugged 
four-wheel-drive package. 
Built for long life in rough country. 
Hydrostatic 4WD, a heavy-duty axle with differential lock, 
and a reliable, fuel-efficient, 51-hp diesel let the HR-5111 
confidently tackle tough hills that stall the competition. 

Our new box-channel steel, straight-line frame takes 
the pounding of tough conditions like no other mower in 
its class. Plus, the full-fiberglass body keeps its good looks 
for years, even in the harshest environments. And it's all 
backed by a 2-year, 1,500-hour warranty.* 

No belts. No pulleys. No kidding. 
Our revolutionary, fully hydraulic cutting 
system eliminates the maintenance and 
adjustments of belt-driven units. It incor-

j porates individual, lifetime lubricated 
? spindle motors which deliver more 
power to knock down tall, heavy grass, 
for a clean 1" to 5Vi' cut. The decks 

have a unique, counter-rotating 
spindle configuration producing 
the smoothest rear discharge 
going. 
Smooth operator. 
From the easy-to-read, full instru-
mentation, to the ergonomie con-
trols, the HR-5111 redefines operator 
convenience. What's more, power 
steering, tilt wheel, cruise con-
trol and the adjustable high-back suspension seat keep 
the operator comfortable, for a more productive day. 

For high productivity, 4WD mobility, heavy-duty dura-
bility and operator comfort, there's nothing like the 
HR-5111 on turf. 

TEXTRON 
Jacobsen Division of Textron, Inc. 

T H E S H A R P E S T THINKING O N TURF. 

lilMigiBlinM NORTH STAR TURF, INC. 
3080 Centerville Road (612) 484-8411 
St. Paul, MN 55117 (800) 592-9513 

"We Initiate Satisfaction" 



The Rewards of the 
Conference Speaker 

Irrißation SuppCy, Inc. 
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF 

Weather 
L A W N A N D T U R F 

mafic, 
I R R I G A T I O N 

VALVES • CONTROLLERS • SPRAY HEADS 

We carry a wide variety of high quality 
Plumbing Supplies & Irrigation Products 

TWO LOCATIONS 
St. Paul Minneapolis 

483-4300 
2963 Yorkton Ind. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

535-0008 
8601 73rd Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 

THINK SPRING - BE SAFE 
Call your 

Turf Supply Co. Representative 
for your Environmental Protection needs. 

Ask about our 
Free Training on "Workers Right to Know" 

Spill Responce Kit & Drum Personal Safety Kits 

Decontamination Kits 

TURF SUPPLY COMPANY 
2797 EAGANDALE BLVD. 

454-3106 

Jim Cink 
Jim is the Chemical Safety 

Specialist with "Just Consult-
ing." He does extensive reading 
and research into national and 
state regulations and enjoys 
researching viable options to 
make them work. He is present-
ly looking at techniques using 

__ plant materials that will assist 
in the environmental degradation of chemicals. 

Greg Harding 
Greg has spoken on behalf of 

the MDA regarding the "Inci-
dent Response Program." Greg 
enjoys simplifying the rules and 
regulations of our industry and 
developing workable schemes. 
He realizes superintendents 
have to deal with a wide varie-
ty of problems. Therefore "I try 
to break it down to the more pertinent problems that con-
cern superintendents." 



Kansan Wins Rain-Burdened 
GCSAA Golf Championship 

After battling the elements and a tightly bunched field, Richard Stuntz, 
CGCS, fired a steady final-round, 1-over-par 72 at Steele Canyon Golf Club 
to win the 1993 Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) 
Golf Championship. 

A field of nearly 450 GCSAA members and affiliates in nine flights com-
peted in the championship, which was played Jan. 23-24 in San Diego, Calif. 

It was the first GCSAA championship victory in 13 tries for Stuntz, vice 
president of golf course facilities at Alvamar Country Club, Lawrence, Kans. 
"I played pretty solidly the whole time," Stuntz said. "It feels real good to 
break through after all these years." 

The 43rd GCSAA championship saw record rainfall that nearly washed 
out the tournament before it began, and the disqualification of its first-round 
leader. 

In the weeks prior to the Jan. 23-24 tournament, the San Diego area was 
inundated by record rainfall. Although the moisture went a long way to relieve 
a six-year-long drought, the storms had near devastating impact on the region's 
golf industry. 

GCSAA's tournament was scheduled to be played on four San Diego courses: 
Steele Canyon, Carlton Oaks Country Club, Eastlake Country Club and 
Mount Woodson Country Club. 

Flash floods caused considerable damage to many low-lying areas, includ-
ing golf courses. The flooding caused erosion, making course turf too soggy 
to maintain. The Carlton Oaks course was one of the hardest hit, losing much 
of its front nine when the San Diego River and a local tributary left their 
banks. The course had to be abandoned as a tournament venue. 

The remaining three courses pitched in to accommodate the loss of Carlton 
Oaks. The Four Seasons Resort Aviara Golf Club also was pressed into serv-
ice for the final round. 

A three-time winner of the GCSAA championship, Dave Powell-
superintendent at Myers Park Country Club, Charlotte, N.C.—had distanced 
himself from the field with a first-round, 1-under-par 70 and was off to a strong 
second-round start. However, on the fourth hole it was discovered that he had 
been playing the wrong ball since putting out on No. 3. 

Once they discovered the mistake, Powell and his playing partner—Randy 
Nichols, CGCS, Cherokee Town & Country Club, Dunwoody, Ga. (who began 
the day two shots back and tied for second place)—disqualified themselves. 
They had mistakenly begun playing each other's ball following blind shots 
to the par-3 third hole. 

Stuntz did not dismiss the fact that his victory was directly related to the 
misfortune of Powell. "He pretty much was in control," Stuntz said. "He's an 
excellent player. He's won the thing three times and he's good at closing. When 
he gets out in front, he normally hangs right in there." 

However, disqualifications like Powell's are part of the game and Stuntz did 
not downplay his own winning efforts, attributing his victory to getting bet-
ter with age. "I think probably I'm better mentally than I used to be," he 
said. "I'm more patient. I understand that aspect of the game better. When 
you grow and mature in the mental aspect, that's a big advantage. As Ken 
Venturi says, 'To have been there before. . .' " 

Winning the Scottish Trophy for capturing the gross division of the chap-
ter team competition was the California #1 team. The Frank Lamphier Trophy, 
awarded to the winner of the net division in the chapter team competition, 
went to the New Jersey team. 

The 1994 GCSAA Golf Championship is scheduled for Jan. 31-Feb. 1 in 
Austin, Texas. 

Here Are Some 
Simple Steps For 

A Successful 
Meeting Agenda 

Every meeting should have an 
agenda, but how do you write a 
good agenda? By following these 
simple steps: 

• Do list items in a logical se-
quence, building each on the one 
before. 

• Don't overload the meeting 
with too many topics. Keep the 
number within reasonable 
limits. 

• Do begin with easier topics, 
then move on to the more 
difficult or controversial 
subjects. 

• Don't devote meeting time 
to topics that can be handled 
better by sub-groups or in-
dividuals. 

• Do identify which agenda 
items are designed to exchange 
information, and which are 
meant to solve a particular 
problem. 

• Don't schedules breaks to 
interrupt important discussions. 

• Do set starting and finish-
ing times. 
—from "How will you manage?" 

FOR SALE 
• One Set Powered Spiker 

Unit for Toro Greensmaster 
Best Offer 

• 16 Standard Professional 
Ball Washers with Stand. 

$100 ea. or Best Offer 

CONTACT: 

Paul Eckholm 
Grand Forks C.C. 
701-775-7969 



AT NORTH STAR 

TURF WE THINK 

THERE'S A BETTER 

WAY TO SAVE 

YOUR MONEY ! 

But... saving money is only part of a good 
value! Performance, reliability and after 

sale service are others you should 
consider. National Mowers have 

proven their reliability and agility 
on the worlds top golf courses. 

The amazingly lightweight 
footprint along with 

superior agility 
and control 

allows you to get 
to those hard-to-cut 

slopes and valleys 
that are off-limits 

to most other mowers. 

VERTI-CUT MOWERS • GANGS • TRIPLEX UNITS 

CALL US 
ABOUT 

OUR 
SPECIAL 

SPRING TERMS 

NATIONAL MOWER COMRANY 

DISTRIBUTED EXCLUSIVELY BY: 
"We Initiate Satisfaction' 1ST 

NORTH STAR TURF, INC. 
3080 Centerville Road 
St. Paul, MN 55117 

(612) 484-8411 
(800) 592-9513 



The Greater Minnesota 
Golf Course 

Equipment Swap 
In an effort to add a different twist to the April monthly 

meeting, there will be an equipment and accessories swap 
at the Mankato Golf Club from 9:00-11:00 a.m., April 19, 
1993. The swap is open for all regular members to sell and 
buy golf course equipment such as mowers, trimmers, ve-
hicles, saws, etc., as well as accessories such as rakes, ball 
washers, signs, etc. Irrigation parts and supplies are also 
welcome commodities. In short, anything that pertains to 
golf course maintenance can be sold, traded, purchased or 
bartered. 

In addition to the regular membership attending, it is 
hoped that people from courses that are not members of 
the association will come to look over the merchandise and 
to interact with members. Hopefully, after learning of the 
benefits of MGCSA membership, they can be recruited as 
members. It is up to us as members to seek out one or two 
non-member superintendents to attend this function. The 
more people that we have, the greater the potential for 
success. 

1993 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 

MAY BE OBTAINED BY CALLING 
THE MGCSA BUSINESS OFFICE 

1-800-642-7227 or (612) 473-0557 

April Meeting Special 
Golf Course Equipment Swap 

When: April 19, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Where: Mankato Golf Club 
What: Mowers, vehicles, rakes, ball washers, 

antique equipment, etc. 
Who can sell: Any regular member or club — 

Please, no vendors 
Who can buy: Anyone! Invite non-member superin-

tendents or owners! 

h ' 

Golf Course 
Accessories 
Ballwashers • Detergent • Mounting 
Pipes & Bases • Tee Signs • Spike 
Brushes • Hole Cutters • Flag Poles 
• Flags • Cups • Rakes • Benches 
• Tee Markers • Practice Greens 
Markers • Whipping Poles • Course 
Signage • And More. 
Requested by players. Preferred by 
course professionals. Specified by 
designers and used with pride 
wherever golf is played. 
Call your Par Aide dealer today for 
our FREE CATALOG, or call us at 
612/779-9851 for the name of the 
dealer nearest you. 
® 1990; Par Aide Products Co., St. Paul, MN. 

Müi 
fcrej 

[Corp, 
Specializing in 

Re-Design & Construction 
of Golf Courses 

Consultants 
Project Management 

Contact: 
Gerald "Gary" Rohling 

817 Gates Avenue 
Elk River, MN 55330 

(612) 441-5127 
Fax (612) 441-3851 

18 HOLE NOTES 



Member Involvement Is Key 
At a recent Research Committee meeting, a member of 

the committee had commented about the wonderful network 
that the Twin City metro area had communicating its prac-
tices of different areas of golf course management, especially 
greens covers, growth regulators and different forms of 
winter patch disease control. 

The key to any great communication network is involve-
ment; in this case it's membership involvement. When mem-
bers interact with each other, ideas are shared, common 
goals are reached, solutions to problems are found. Not only 
can this involvement help any MGCSA member profession-
ally, but the avenues are open for personal relationships to 
grow. 

The information that you can receive by getting involved 
as a MGCSA member will provide you with the opportuni-
ty to promote the well-being of your golf facility and pro-
mote yourself professionally. With this type of involvement 
it is definitely a win-win type of involvement. 

Several Minnesota Turfgrass Managers are very willing 
to share their knowledge on a variety of different subjects 
ranging from plant protectants to covers. The dynamic duo 
of Dr. Ward Stienstra and Kevin Clunis will help you ready 
your golf facility for the onslaught of winter, Dr. Stienstra's 
valuable knowledge concerning what fungicides work or 
what combination of fungicides work will be of great help 
to all members of the MGCSA now that Calo-Clor will be 
banned from use after July 1, 1994. Kevin Clunis will be 
able to offer all members of the MGCSA practical solutions 
to the application of these plant protectants. 

Over at Minnesota Valley Country Club, Larry Mueller 
has used many different types of turf covers. Larry will be 
able to help you with "when do they (covers) go on, when 
do I remove them, which cover works in this location." 

Growth regulators are an interesting subject. You can use 
them to reduce clippings, speed up your greens without 
lowering the height-of-cut, help suppress a specific weed 
grass and convert over to Creeping Bentgrass. Dale Wysocki 
of Faribault Golf & Country Club will be more than happy 
to offer advice about Growth Regulators. 

— Dale Wysocki 

Has it! Everything you need for 
professional turf management 

•Fertilizers «Control Products «Seed 
•Irrigation «Equipment »Replacement Parts »Golf Course 

Accessories »Safety Products 
•Service Brochures • Low Voltage Lighting 

(800) 321-5325 
Your Growth Partner 

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

Less work, more play. 

Gandy Sweep Master® brushes in turf-building 
materials faster, so tees, fairways and greens get 
back in play sooner. Its aggressive double-diamond 
design hugs contours with less chatter. Also makes a 
clean sweep of athletic fields, sand areas, and paths. 
Available with hydraulic, three-point, or manual 
hitch/lift options. Sweep Master is simply a better 
way to brush. 

ITS GANDY 
528 Gandrud Road, Owatonna, MN 55060 

Paul Olson 
Territory Manager 

Roseville, MN (612) 483-4782 

The highest Thing To merge 
Since Grabgrass 

Just Bat A Whole Lot Tougher 



It's the Dose That Can Harm 
By DOUGLAS FENDER 

Executive Director 
The American Sod Producers Association 

Each spring, just as millions of 
Americans are looking foward to a 
return to their outdoor lives after 
spending the winter as virtual shut-
ins, a whole host of voices rise up in 
a chorus proclaiming that turfgrass 
pesticides are dangerous to our 
health. They cite wide-ranging, yet 
impressive statistics on the amount of 
these chemicals used each year. 

Americans spent $6.4 billion last 
year on lawn-care products, up 
13% from 1989.'—Time Magazine, 
June 3, 1991. 

With spring in full bloom, millions 
of Americans are applying millions of 
pounds of chemicals to their lawns to 
kill weeds and bugs and make the 
grass grow thicker and greener. An 
estimated 51 million homeowners do 
the work themselves. More than 8 
million hire professional lawn care 
companies to do the job. The sale of 
lawn care products and services has 
developed into a multi-billion-dollar 
business." Sen. Joseph Lieberman, 
May 9, 1991. 

While some non-scientific commen-
tators would lead us to believe that all 
of this turfgrass pesticide is killing us, 
the truth is that the life-threatening 
potential of pesticides is no greater 
than food coloring and preservatives, 
prescription antibiotics and spray 
cans! Less than 10 people a year are 
killed by any of these causes! 

Although even a single death is one 
tragedy too many, the hype and hys-
teria being whipped up about turf-
grass pesticidres by ' the media, 
self-appointed watchdog groups and 
even legislators grossly overstate and 
misrepresent the facts. These chemi-
cal critics fail to report that since 
1956, there has been a steady decline 
in the number of lethal pesticide-
related accidents each year (from all 
causes, not just turfgrass chemicals). 
In 1956, there were 152 such deaths; 
however, by 1984, there were only 27 
and the number continues to decline. 

In fact, far more children have died 
from accidental overdoses of aspirin 
than from pesticides, by a sizable 
margin. Bicycle accidents, by compar-
ison, kill 100 times more people each 
year and swimming accidents kill 
nearly 400 times more people. 

As the volume of pesticide used an-
nually has expanded and the number 
of pesticide-related deaths has 
declined, the overall lifespan of 
Americans has increased. Just since 
1920, before the wide-spread use of 
any pesticides, lifespans in the U.S. 
have increased from 54 to 75 years. 
While many factors in addition to pes-
ticide use have contributed to this in-
crease, it should be obvious that if 
increased pesticide use was highly fa-
tal, both the number of directly relat-
ed deaths and the overall lifespan 
would not have made such significant 
changes to the good. 

Turfgrass is a way of life to most 
people. If we don't have a lawn of our 
own, we cherish even more the pub-
lic parks and playgrounds with their 
large grassy areas that provide us a 
relaxing, enjoyable and refreshing 
part of our lives. The Lawn Institute 
estimates that there are some 25 to 
30 million acres of turfgrass in the 
U.S., with over 20 million of those 
acres being home lawns. 

In addition to providing people with 
an outdoor area to enjoy life, an aes-
thetic benefit, grasses also provide a 
vast array of functional environmen-
tal benefits, many of which are not 
immediately considered by the public. 
These include: 

1. Water purification 
2. Pollution absorption 
3. Particulate entrapment 
4. Oxygen generation 
5. Temperature modification 
6. Erosion control 
7. Noise abatement 
8. Glare reduction 
9. Allergy control 

10. Fire retardation 

11. Groundwater replenishment 
12. Safe play/sport areas 
While people enjoy the mere 

presence of a lawn, turfgrasses are 
better able to provide their environ-
mental benefits when they are made 
stronger through the proper use of 
chemicals. Without the use of pesti-
cides lawns can quickly weaken, be-
coming thin and unable to perform 
their environmental role. 

Fortunately, turfgrasses and pesti-
cide useage can be very successfully 
combined, to achieve a highly func-
tional environmental advantage, 
while naturally providing spaces of 
beauty and places to play and relax. 

Practicing these common sense 
guidelines will help assure that every-
one benefits from turfgrass use, and 
no one is harmed: 

(1) Accurately determine the 
"target" pest. In lawns, fungi can 
create symptoms almost identical to 
damage caused by insects. Know 
what the real problem is before you 
treat an area and use only the proper 
chemical. 

(2) Know the size of the area to 
be treated. Step-off or carefully 
measure large areas to know how 
many square-feet of space require 
treatment. This will help you calcu-
late the amount of chemical to pur-
chase, mix and use. 

(3) Carefully read all label direc-
tions. The label will instruct you on 
the specific use of the chemical, in-
cluding the proportions to use to con-
trol a particular pest. It will also 
provide cautionary advice regarding 
the chemical's use around non-target 
items such as other plants, animals 
and people. While the print is often-
times very small and seemingly in-
volved, its careful reading is worth 
the extra minute or two it may take. 

(4) Be familiar with the operation 
of your sprayer or other applica-
tion device. Test the unit with plain 

(Continued on Page 21) 


