
Golf Course Architects Urge 
Developers to Involve 
Superintendents in Construction 

The president of the American Society of Golf Course Architects has called on 
developers to involve golf course superintendents in the construction of their courses. 

"We try to get a superintendent involved at the start of construction so he can 
act as a project liaison, help interpret plans for the contractor and make sugges-
tions that will ease maintenance," said Clark. "For example, if we create a design 
that is difficult to maintain, he can bring it to our attention while changes can 
still be made." 

With the superintendent present from the start of the project, it be-
comes easier to maintain the course according to its design, Clark said. 

"Working together during the design and construction phase enables the superin-
tendent to learn the intent of the original design," he said. "As the golf course evolves, 
the superintendent can help ensure that the layout remains true to the architect's 
original intent." 

Education also enables a superintendent to become better acquainted with the 
purposes and perspectives of a golf course architect, Clark said. 

"Being informed is 90 percent of understanding each other," he said. 
"The best ways to stay informed are through continuing education, attending con-
ferences and exchanging information during the construction process." 

Although few superintendents have the opportunity to be in on the develop-
ment of a course from the beginning, they can always check the original plans 
to learn the architect's design strategy, Clark said. 

"We must look to the superintendent to make sure we don't forget that the golf 
course must be maintained," said Clark. "We sometimes need to be reminded that 
a slope we've designed has be be mowed twice a week." 

Architects also depend on the superintendent to monitor construc-
tion progress. "The superintendent has a lot of authority during construction," 
said Clark. "The contractor has to realize that he must satisfy the superintendent." 

It's also important for the superintendent to be on site so he sees what goes 
underground, he said. "In particular, he needs to oversee the installation of the 
irrigation system and confirm that the greens, for instance, have exactly four inches 
of gravel, two inches of barrier layer and 12 inches of mix. When we leave a course, 
it's in his hands." 

Remodeling projects offer an ideal opportunity for superintendents and architects 
to work together, Clark said. "One of the first things we do during a remodeling 
project is get the superintendent and pro together to ask what they would suggest 
be improved," said Clark. "They are the ones who are there every day, so they 
know the course's strengths and weaknesses. We utilize this type of input to de-
velop the master plan which is the blueprint for the project." 

—OGCSA Newsletter 

GCSAA PHONE NUMBERS 
The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America has changed 
its telephone numbers to provide direct dialing and to serve you better! 

Main Number: (913) 841-2240 
Conference & Show: (913) 832-4430 

Advertising/Sales: (913) 832-4440 
Education: (913) 832-4444 

Communications: (913) 832-4470 
Membership: (913) 832-4480 
Publications: (913) 832-4490 

FAX # Membership, Administration, Planning: (913) 832-4455 
FAX # Communications, Publications, Advertising/Sales: (913) 832-4466 
FAX # Education, Marketing, Conference & Show: (913) 832-4433 

GCSAA's new address is: 
1421 Research Park Drive • Lawrence, KS 66049-3859 

(3) 
Used Daihatsu Cut-a-Ways 

Low Miles, 
Low Maintenance Cost; 

Low Operating Cost\ 
Low Downtime 
and Low Cost 

$2,995 to $3,750 
Used as demos and rental units. 

Call 
Stan Malone 
(612) 894-1123 

or 1-800-678-1123 

SDA 
Site 
Design 
and Associates, Inc. 

IA CERTIFIED 
GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 

INDEPENDENT DESIGN 

BIDDING DOCUMENTS 

INSTALLATION OBSERVATIONS 

'AS-BUILT' PLANS 

PUMPING STATIONS 

700 Main Ave 
Suite 30 
Fargo, ND 58103 
701-232-8440 
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99.9% 
Just isn't good enough. 

You don' t settle for less than 100%. Your job 
demands at least that much. Golf is an exacting game, 
and you prepare golf courses for people who expect 
perfection - from themselves and from you. 

We know that. We operate the same way. We 
always have, and we always will. 

For quality professional turf products, tailor made to your needs and 
specifications, call Dennis Salwei at The Howe Company. 

4821 Xerxes Ave. N. 
T H E 

HOWE 
C O M P A N Y ^ ™ e a p o / / s , MA/ 55430 

(612) 535-1030 
. , . r 1- (800) 666-0693 

Giving our best for your success. 1 7 



"Sniglets" 
It is hard to believe but there are probably a few people out 

there who still do not know what sniglets are. A "sniglet" is 
a word that should be in the dictionary but is not. A trait I in-
herited from my mother is a love for words to the point that 
I am more than willing to make up my own to fit the situation. 
Some of my favorite sniglets for golf courses are as follows: 

• Funkers - Funkers are funky bunkers that show up on the 
golf course within a month of the new green chairman taking 
office. 

• Fumps - Fumps are funky humps that are left when funkers 
are filled by these subsequent green committee chairman. 

• Oughtabees - Oughtabees are tiny little trees or misplaced 
trees that appear on the golf course after someone rode by the 
area and commented "there oughta be a tree there". 

• Law of Hydromagnetism - Having worked on many a sprin-
kler, one of my favorite sniglets is the Law of Hydromagnetism. 
This is a little known law of nature that states that the sprin-
kler closest to the control box will always be pointed directly 
at you (since the last bum that ran the controls turned the head 
off just prior to getting wet). 

• USGAA — An acronym for the rapidly growing organiza-
tion — United States Golfers Against Aerifying. 

• Poanasaurus - Small herbivorous dinosaur that consumed 
mass quantities of Poa annua on a daily basis (now extinct). 

• Proscrastonomics - the economic discipline that dictates 
that if you postpone equipment purchases long enough, you 
will no longer need the equipment. 

Cover-up. 

y . r . ** \ 

I f Tnderneath some beautifully coi^tioried, cham^; 

pionshipgolf courses a||ypoimtains of trash, the 
scars left by years of garbage replaced fc>y a beautiful, in-
valuable green belt. And, landfill covers are only one way 
today's professionally managed golf courses are helping 
make our world a better place, 

Who's in charge^|piping these amazing ecosys-
tems in harmor^^rth nature? Today's golf course super-
intendents J | j K troubleshooter, part business 
manager, ^^^pent is t and all environmentalist—dedi-
cated to AiSSng our world a greener place. 

WE KEEP GOLF GREEN. 

TURF SUPPLY COMPANY 
2797 EAGANDALE BLVD. EAGAH, MN 55121 

Suppliers of Fertilizers, Seed 
and Chemicals to the 

TP RHONE-POULENC Turf Industry HAQUATROLS 
26019 Flo FOLICOTE 

GR^CE/SIERRA 
UNIRDYAL CALO CLOR - CALO GRAN 

CLEARV 
TERRACLOR 75WP PMAS 

i N O R - A M 

par ex 
• T«E EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

10-18-22 

TERENEB SP 

Countiy club 
10-18-1S 

tHÉ 
NATURAL ORGANIC 

(612) 454-3106 MHorganite 

DowElanco 
GALLERY 

T U R JF 
v w w w p ^ y ^ (Tmnn iM 

SUSTÀNE 
1-800-551-4857 



MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
OCTOBER 12, 1992 

ISLAND VIEW COUNTRY CLUB 

NEW MEMBERS—OCTOBER 12, 1992 
Robert Blaukat Rum River Golf Club 
Dennis Salwei The Howe Company 

RECLASSIFICATIONS—OCTOBER 12, 1992 
Richard Anderson Ridgewood Golf & Country CLub 

Mike Olson, Membership Chairman 

Class BII 
F 

B to A 

WILLIAMS & GILL 
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTURE 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

• 

GARRETT GILL 

421 North Main Street 
River Falls, Wl 54022 

(715) 425-9511 

Why the Ex 
stands for 
Excellence... 
in professional turf care. 

• Contains environmentally-oriented, non-leaching IBDU® slow-release nitrogen. 
• Regionally formulated blends to meet your agronomic needs. 
• Not dependent on soil temperature or microbial activity. 
• 100% available nitrogen in a single growing season. 
• Non-hydroscopiC; flowable product." 
• Non-burning; low salt index. 

Ed Long 
Specialty Products 
Territory Manager 

913/897-5604 

Precision Turf Turf Supply 
& Chemicals Company 
Plymouth, MN Eagan, MN 
612/559-5293 612/454-3106 



As a new member of the Golf Course Superintendent's Association, 
I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself to as many of the 
general membership as possible. Over the months to come, I'm 
going to personally contact and meet as many superintendents as I 
can. That's going to take some time. 

Meanwhile, I want to let you know that the Howe Company is 
ready to meet your needs for quality professional turf products. I've 
been with Howe since 1970, and I know we can give you the 
highest quality products, customized to your requirements and 
specifications, and service any size order. I want to tell each of you 
personally about our capabilities to help make your job a little easier 
and your golf courses greener. I'l l be in touch. 

(You don't have to wait for my call. I'd be glad to hear from 

Dennis Salwei 

T H E 4821 Xerxes Ave. N. 
t r n f i F P Minneapolis, MN 55430 
MSLUWWJCM (612) 535 - 1030 
C O M P A N Y (800) 666 - 0693 

Giving Our Best for Your Success. 



Construction Dilemma— 
(Continued from Page 19) 

The greens will take about 12 weeks to cover well enough to 
tolerate a reasonable load of traffic, say a pace equivalent to 
35,000 rounds per year. This puts your opening date in Sep-
tember or October, a downtime of around 6 months. 

Now let's assume you are planting bentgrass greens in the 
Midwest. Ideally, you would plant in the fall, giving the best 
two growing periods (this fall and the next spring) to mature. 
A good target for most Midwest locations would be September 
1. Again allow the contractor around 60 days, starting construc-
tion July 1 (this never happens since EVERYONE has a July 
4 tournament). The maturing process on bent greens will in 
most cases mean waiting until the following Spring to open. 
April 1 is usually a safe bet. This means approximately 9 months 
of downtime. However, remember that these months include 
December, January and February, typically very slow golf 
months. 

There are many instances where courses have opened much 
earlier (and much later) than the dates I have described above. 
Sometimes you are blessed with ideal growing conditions and 
the turf matures very rapidly. 

Sometimes there are no rain days to slow the contractor and 
he finishes in less time. Sometimes everything just clicks into 
place. 

On the other hand, sometimes you feel like Murphy was an 
optimist. First, the plant generating the sand falls behind. Then 
the contractor can't find the right equipment locally because 
he is building a new mall across town and every truck for 100 
miles is already rented. Of course, as soon as the mix is put 

on the greens, a good old "Texas Toad Floater" comes along 
and washes mix, coarse sand and gravel into the next county. 
The seed or sprigs you ordered are nowhere to be found. The 
members are ready to use the superintendent as pre-plant fer-
tilizer, and the contractor and architect are pointing cans of 
methyl bromide at each other. Murphy never built greens. 

Seminar Announcement 

GCSAA Offers 
Technical Training 

for your 
Spray Technician 

This one-day course will run 
from 8:00 a.m. to 3-.30 p.m. 

on March 30th, 1993 
at Midland Hills Country Club 

Cost is $95.00 
Any questions call: 

913/832-4444 

Progress 

PROGRASS ® 

Progress 

Your First Choice, Top Choice 
for Control of Poa annua and other 
Annual Grasses and Broadleaf Weeds 

Apply in the fall for Poa annua-free 
turf the following growing season in. . 

• Perennial ryegrass 
• Kentucky bluegrass 
• Fairway-maintained bentgrass 

ECONOMICAL - EFFECTIVE 

PROGRASS® is a registered trademark of NOR-AM Chemical Co. 

TURF SUPPLY CO., 
2797 EAGANDALE BLVD., EAGAN, MN 55121 • (612) 454-3106 



INTRODUCING 
JOHN DEERE 

1800 UTILITY VEHICLE 

O 18 HP LIQUID COOLED V-TWIN ENGINE 

O ACCEPTS 210 GALLON SPRAYER, 
HYDRAULIC DUMP BOX OR SPREADER 

O LOW GROUND PRESSURE 

O HYDROSTATIC DRIVE 

CALL FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY! 

Polfus Implement, Inc. 
1409 Hwy. 64 East 

New Richmond, WI 54017 
(715) 246-6565 



65th Annual MGCSA Turf Conference & Business Meeting 
November 18, 19 & 20, 1992 

Northland Inn 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 

The upper registration form is for daily registration. The lower form is for those who wish the total cost of the conference shown 
in one figure. Lunch is included in the registration fee for all three days. Two banquet tickets are included in the total amount in 
the lower form. Please make room reservations directly with the Northland Inn. Inform them of your association with the MGCSA. 
No refunds will be allowed after November 9, 1992 for the conference. 

CONFERENCE ADVANCED DAILY REGISTRATION 
65th Annual MGCSA Turf Conference and Business Meeting 

Northland Inn - Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 
November 18, 19 & 20, 1992 

Indicate Days 

Name:. 

Club/Firm:. 

Wed. Thür. Fri. 

Rate per day AMOUNT 

MGCSA - $40 
Non-Member - $60 
Student - $25 ^ 

Banquet tickets at $40 ea. $ 

Guest Name: 
MGCSA Classification: A B Bll C D E F Non-member Student 

(circle one) 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _ 

For rooms call 1-800-441-6422. 
Make check payable to MGCSA and mail to MGCSA, P.O. Box 617, Wayzata, MN 55391. Phone: 612/473-0557. 

ADVANCED REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 9, 1992 

Proper attire for the Conference is coat and tie, 

CONFERENCE ADVANCED REGISTRATION 
65th Annual MGCSA Turf Conference and Business Meeting 

Northland Inn - Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 
November 18, 19 & 20, 1992 

Conference Cost 

MGCSA Members - $200.00 ea. 
N a m e : Non-Members - $260.00 ea. 

Club/Firm: Student - $155.00 
Guest Name 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $. 

MGCSA Classification: A B Bll C D E F Non-member Student 
(circle one) 

Make check payable to MGCSA and mail to MGCSA, P.O. Box 617, Wayzata, MN 55391. Phone: (612) 473-0557 
ADVANCED REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 9,1992 

Proper attire for the Conference is coat and tie. 



FLORATTNE PRODUCTS GROUP 
HEY ELMER, i HEARD THEY ARE 

USING A NEW PRODUCTCALLED "ASTRON" 
ON THE GREENS AROUND HERE! 

YEAH ART, IT ALMOST FEELS LIKE THERE IS 
SOMETHING ALIVE UNDERNEATH OUR FEETII 
HEY STAN.J HEARD ALOTOF THE MEMBERS 
WOULD LIKE TO PLAY A ROUND OR TWO WITH 
DAISY. 

NO COMMENT II 

WE ARE MORE SERIOUS ABOUT OUR PRODUCT AND SERVICE THAN OUR ADVERTISING. 
FLORATINE PRODUCTS ARE BIOSTIMULANTS THAT INCREASE ROOT MASS AND DEPTH. 

UNIVERSITY TESTED AND PROVEN. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL DAN GABLER AT 612-935-5591 
UPPER MIDWEST CALL 1-800-825-8827 

STRATE GRAIN CO. INC 
1200 MAIN STREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55343 

PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED BY F.P.G. MEMPHIS, TN jf 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Dale Wysocki 
Faribault Golf & Country Club 

Where does professionalism start? Does it start when you 
enter your vehicle and arrive at your place of employment? 
Does it start at the MGCSA's Annual Turf Conference and Show? 
On November 18th, let's make sure that professionalsim takes 
place at the Northland Inn and Conference Center. A suit and 
tie is strongly recommended as appropriate dress. The Con-
ference and Education Committee has done a fantastic job 
rounding out the Educational part of the Conference. So, when 
the speakers are explaining ways to make our jobs easier, please 
listen to what they have to say. You might find a new and ex-
citing way to manage your golf course. 

A passing note to all CGCSers, at the end of the Conference 
there will be a test for you to take. When you pass the test, 
you will be given credit for .5 DEUs, towards your recertifica-
tion with the GCSAA. 

* * • • 

When I heard the sounding of the "S" word in the 
weather forecast, it made me think of last year and not having 
my winter patch disease fungicides down or final application 
of topdressing on. What's the weather going to do this month? 
I don't think there is anyone around who can tell exactly what's 
going to happen from one day to the next, but that doesn't mean 
that I'm not glued to the forecast at 6 p.m. or 10 p.m. This year 
every golf course around will be put to bed long before the 
first permanent snowfall. 

• • » # 

What will I remember about 1992? The cooperation 
received from the members of the MGCSA when soliciting ar-
ticles, the Board's input on Hole Notes, a sunny afternoon in 
September with my T-Line Chipper and the sixth hole at the 
Lafayette Club, never putting your thumb between two four-
foot pipe wrenches going opposite directions at high velocity, 
breaking ninety, the GCSAA's response to the KARE-11 
newspiece, the very positive attitudes that all Golf Course 
Managers have, the preparation that all MGCSA monthly meet-
ing host Golf Course Managers go through in order to host a 
monthly meeting. 

* • • • 

In case you are wondering, this is my final installment 
as Editor, and it has been a busy year although I don't think 
I lost anything off the top of my head. I can't afford to anyhow. 
We, as Golf Course Managers, are a unique breed, we are En-
vironmentalists, we understand that everyone who plays our 
facilities mows their yards at 5/32 " or shorter, It's Always Green-
er On The Other Side Of The Fence Country Club down the 
road has greens that are always stimping at 192 " and their main-

tenance budget is slightly less than a dollar eighty. Why do 
we do it? Well, someone has to! But, look at the enjoyment 
that we reap. Sometimes it is such a good feeling to go out for 
a course tour the day before the "Big Event." It's enjoyable to 
entertain a couple close personal friends on a Wednesday af-
ternoon. Once a month you can get together with 70 or 80 good 
friends and hash out the last month's events. That's what is 
great about the MGCSA. You're never more than a phone call 
away from some type of help, be it a fellow Golf Course Manager 
or an Associate who can get you the latest on equipment or 
plant protectants. The MGCSA is there to help the members. 
The idea of member involvement is not new, but member in-
volvement is necessary to make the MGCSA bigger and most 
certainly better. You will know when the time comes to get 
involved, because it will be a subject or idea that you really 
believe in. 

* • * • 

Congratulations to Jeffrey and Susie Churchill with 
the addition to their family, Spencer Claire. 

* * * • 

Thanks to all Associate Members who contribute to the 
betterment of the MGCSA. 

— Dale Wysocki 
Editor 

T C f e 
- ^ ^ E N T E R P R I S E S 

Golf Irrigation and 
Equipment Specialists 

"Total service for your golf course needs!" 
Pump Stations • Sprinklers 
Aerators • Troubleshooting 

Reel Grinding, Hydraulic Pump & Cylinder Repair 
Engine Repair, Full Equipment Reconditioning 

726 - 192nd Avenue N.E. • Cedar, Minnesota 55011 

(612) 434-6997 
(612) 640-9855 (Pager) Mike Reynolds 


