
Golf Courses Show Strong Compliance With Pesticide Regulations 
By CAROL ROBERTSON 

GCSAA Information Writer 

About 97 percent of U.S. golf courses tended by GCSAA mem-
bers have at least one currently certified pesticide applicator 
on staff, according to the findings of a survey of Class A 
members. 

GCSAA's Office of Government Relations and Education 
Department recently conducted the survey to gauge the degree 
of compliance with federal and state pesticide applicator regu-
lations among professional golf course superintendents. 

"These results provide strong evidence of our members' com-
mitment to safety and sound ecological practices," says Tom 
Akins, GCSAA Government Relations manager. 

"GCSAA strongly supports the position that only properly 
trained and educated personnel should be allowed to purchase 
and apply restricted-use chemicals," Akins says. "We are pleased 
that the survey data show that an overwhelming majority of 
our membership follow that policy on the courses they manage, 
and comply with state and federal regulations." 

Of the 1,157 superintendents who responded to the GCSAA 
survey, 1,061, or about 92 percent, hold valid pesticide appli-
cator licenses for the state where they work. Another five per-
cent who are not licensed themselves have someone else on 
staff who is licensed. 

Most of the 36 respondents who had no certified pesticide 
applicator on staff said either they used no restricted-use pesti-
cides whatsoever, or they had recently moved from another 
state and were in the process of becoming certified. 

Under Section 3 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), any pesticide classified by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) for restricted use only "shall 
be applied for any use to which the restricted classification ap-
plies only by or under the direct supervision of a certified ap-
plicator." 

FIFRA Sec. 2 (e)(4) defines "under the direct supervision of 
a certified applicator" as follows: "Unless otherwise prescribed 
by its labeling, a pesticide shall be considered to be applied 
under the direct supervision of a certified applicator if it is ap-
plied by a competent person acting under the instructions and 
control of a certified applicator who is available if and when 
needed, even though such certified applicator is not physical-
ly present at the time and place the pesticide is applied." 

At present, EPA is considering some revisions in the pesti-
cide applicator certification regulations promulgated under 
FIFRA, including the addition of another level of direct super-
vision which would require the certified applicator to be on 
site and available at point of use within five minutes. GCSAA 
will comment on the proposed rules after they are published 
in the Federal Register. 

EPA also has proposed a reclassification of pesticides deter-
mined to pose a hazard to groundwater. (See Briefing, Decem-
ber 1989.) Akins estimates that as many as 30 more pesticides 
may be labeled "restricted-use" under this proposed rule. 

Section 4 of FIFRA allows each state to implement its own 
pesticide applicator certification program, and to date, every 
state except Nebraska has its own program. (The Nebraska legis-
lature has labeled a proposal to enact a state certification pro-
gram, and currently the U.S. EPA administers the program that 
certifies Nebraska pesticide applicators.) 

A number of states already have stricter requirements than 

the current FIFRA guidelines, and superintendents should con-
tact their local regulators to keep current on local requirements. 
Some states require: 
• A certified applicator to be "on-site" or "side-by-side" 

a non-certified applicator. 
• An operator's license for the person who actually 

does the spraying under the certified applicator's su-
pervision. 

• Certification and a license for anyone on the golf 
course who applies any general-use or restricted-use 
pesticides. 

• An annual report of pesticide usage. 
• Golf courses that use restricted-use pesticides to ob-

tain special liability insurance. 
Still, most states do not require the person who actually does 

the spraying to be licensed — as long as the sprayer is under 
the "direct supervision" of a certified applicator — but about 
56 percent of the GCSAA survey respondents reported that they 
are certified themselves and also have at least one other em-
ployee who is currently licensed to apply restricted pesticides. 

The survey data revealed no significant difference in pesti-
cide licensing between certified golf course superintendents 
(GCSA) and noncertified superintendents. Of 455 CGCS superin-
tendents who responded, 93 percent are currently licensed pes-
ticide applicators. Of 700 non-CGCS superintendents who 
returned the questionnaire, 91 percent hold current pesticide 
applicator licenses. 

LESCO Has It! 
Everything you need for professional turf management. 

• Fertilizers • Equipment 
• Plant Protection • Replacement Parts 
• Seed • Golf Course Accessories 
• Irrigation • Safety Products 

(800) 825-3726 

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116 (216) 333-9250 

Manufacturers, Formulators and Distributors 
for the Green Industry. 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Bill Johnson 

Edina Country Club 

As this summer season begins to wind down, and demands 
on those in our profession aren't quite as pressing, it's a good 
time to review what we've accomplished on our golf courses 
and to begin planning for what lies ahead. 

Similarly, it's a good time to reflect on what's trans-
pired with Hole Notes since the first of the year and to chart 
our publication's course for the future. 

I'm happy to report that the August issue finished "in the 
black—thanks to excellent advertising support from so many 
companies. Looking ahead, we want to continue delivering an 
informative, newsy, attractive product that captures the atten-
tion of our readers and merits these advertising investments. 

The "new look" of Hole Notes, as well as its varied content 
and expanded coverage, have drawn considerable (and favora-
ble) comment. But we're not going to rest on our laurels; rather, 
we want to make a good thing better. 

We also appreciate the growing number of superin-
tendents who are contributing articles, photos and suggestions. 
We'd like to have one of these in each issue. 

An excellent example of this continuing cooperation is Dale 
Wysocki, head superintendent at Faribault Golf & Country Club. 
In this space we've thanked him previously for his photographi-
cal coverage of our monthly meetings, golf outings and special 
events—like his photos at our Northfield meeting (see page 19) 
and the 1990 Championship at Hazeltine (see page 10). In this 
issue he also has submitted a timely story and photos describ-
ing his experience with underground storage tanks and accom-
panying problems at Faribault (see pages 12-13). Thanks, Dale. 

* * * * 

Congratulations to John Katterheinrich, the Minikah-
da superintendent who won the 1990 Championship at Hazel-
tine (see page 10), and to Kevin Clunis, who really has 
accomplished a lot in advance for our annual Conference to 
be held November 28-30 at the Northland Inn. For a preview 
of the excellent program coming up, please turn to page 5. 

Pre-registration forms are scheduled to be mailed later this 
month. Begin making plans now to attend these excellent 
sessions. 

Meantime, get your teams ready for the Stodola Scramble at 
Dellwood Hills on Monday, September 24. This competition al-
ways is a lot of fun. 

—Bill Johnson, MGCSA 

Remaining 1990 MGCSA Meeting Sites 

Date Site Event 

r Now, Scott offers ^ 
effective Foa control 
and high potassium 
feeding in one product 
Gain the programming flexibility you're looking 
for with ProTurfp High KTN1 Fertilizer with TGR* 
Poa Annua Control* Not only does it weaken 
the competitive Poa, but it also allows you to 
choose to add a high potassium feeding to your 
fertilization schedule to help your turf. 

Ask your ProTurf 
Tech Rep for details. 

Mike Redmond 
234 5th Avenue North 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
612/933-0828 

LEITNER COMPANY 
Soil mixing and processing specialists 

Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil and 
sand products for over 50 years. 

From 10 yards to 10,000 yards - material to 
specification for topdressing and construction. 

Quality - Reliability - Experience 

Mike Leitner 

Leitner Company 
945 Randolph Avenue 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

(612) 291-2655 

Sept. 24 Dellwood Hills G.C. 

October 8 Stillwater C.C. 

Stodola Scramble 



NOW GROW 
TOUGHER TURF FOR FEWER 
BUCKS. 

Introducing Masters' Brand Controlled-Release Potassium Fertilizers. 
Masters' Brand is the surest 

way to give your turf all the 
potassium it needs without 
risking turf burn or too much 
nitrogen stimulation. 

The results of tests by a 
leading turfgrass scientist show 
a 44% higher K retention rate 
for Masters' Brand treated soil. 
And 114% more potassium in 
plant tissue. 

Our 9-0-27 and 0-0-39 fer-
tilizers save you money in the 
long run, too. With less leach-
ing, you get optimum perfor-
mance using less product. And, 
since fewer applications are 
required, you save on labor 
costs. 

Grow great turf for less this season. 
Get all the details on 

Masters' Brand Controlled-
Release Potassium Fertilizers 
and our other Masters' Brand 

fertilizers and seed products. 
Call Turf Management 
Products at 612-476-1650 or 
contact: 

Twin Cities Area: 
Landscape & Turf 612-934-2380 
North Star Turf 612-484-8411 
Turf Supply 612-454-3106 

Western Minnesota and the Dakotas: 
Dakota Turf 605-336-1873 

Turf Management Products, Inc. 
3617 Larchwood Drive • Minnetonka, MN 55345 

612-476-1650 


