
Managing Your Turf 
by Larry Vetter 
President, Turf 
Management 
Products, Inc. 

Choices you 
make today 
affect future 
turf quality and 
maintenance 
budgets. 

Today's professional turf manager 
is besieged by rising costs, height-
ened environmental awareness, the 
increased use of facilities with higher 
quality demands, and members who 
play numerous other courses and 
become arm chair quarterbacks com-
menting on your performance. In 
the face of it all, you, the profession-
al turf manager, are expected to do 
things that Mother Nature never 
dreamed of doing. 

It ain't easy being green. 
You are asked to make plants 

grow under conditions they were 
never intended to handle. No self-
respecting grass plant likes to have 
its top cut off every day, then 
trampled, ripped apart, kicked and 
scuffed, and then be asked to look 
and perform its best. But, that's 
exactly what we expect from grass 
plants in most of our turf areas. 

The bottom line for the profes-
sional turf manager is that our job 
is to grow grass for a particular 
purpose but in a way that is 
"unnatural." The "unnatural" 
things we do to turf causes stress 
for the plant. To help plants sur-
vive, we make modifications such 
as increased watering, amended 
soils, nutrient and pesticide 
applications, and so forth. 

Deliberations and 
considerations. 

Since the "perfect" plant type does 
not exist for every turf situation, and 
probably never will, the turf 
manager must make some choices 
after carefully considering the 
aspects of each turf situations. Here 
are some of the things we must 
consider. 

Locale. Grasses that like the 
climate in Orlando don't necessarily 
like Minnesota. (Even though there 
didn't seem to be much of a 
difference on some days in February.) 

Usage. Is it a home lawn, putting 
green, park area, rough, fairway, 
roadside, etc? Usage determines a 
number of things including cutting 
height, the amount and type of 
traffic to prepare for, and so on. 

Desired quality. Does it have to 
look perfect at all times? During 
certain seasons? Or is function more 
important than appearance? 

How will it really be managed? Is 
irrigation available? Will it be 
fertilized? When and how much? 
Will the budget permit regular mow-
ing? The use of fungicides? Budget is 
most always a critical consideration 
in making the best decision. 

Some decisions are easier 
than others. 

Sometimes, one of the above 
factors dictates the choice to 
be made. Warm season grasses 
simply can't survive Min-
nesota's climate. A putting 
green with a specified cut-
ting height of 3/16" demands 
the use of a bentgrass. Usually, 
however, it is a combination 
of these considerations that 
the turf manager bases his 
choices upon, 
making the deci-
sion more difficult. 

To make the best 
choice in each situation, we need 
to evaluate all of the appropriate 
considerations, identify our 
objectives and needs, and 
understand the basic strengths and 
weaknesses of our various grass 
choices. 

We'll get further along in this 
discussion in future issues. But, if 
you need help in making the best 
planting decision today, give one of 
these Turf Management distributors 
a call. Or call us at 612-476-1650. 

Twin Cities Area: 
Landscape & Turf 612-934-2380 
North Star Turf 612-484-8411 
Turf Supply 612-454-3106 

Western Minnesota and the Dakotas: 
Dakota Turf 605-336-1873 

Your Turf Management Products 
distributor has proven that he cares 
about you and the job you're expect-
ed to do. He can supply you with 
one of our quality seed products to 
help make your job easier in the 
future. 

Coming next issue. 
Information that will almost 

certainly change the way you grow 
your turf! 

Reprints of this article are available 
from: 

Turf Management Products, Inc. 
3617 Larchwood Drive 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 
612-476-1650 
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Flooded basements were commonplace. Golf courses had water in areas where 

no one had ever seen water standing before. When we should be getting bu-

ried with snow, it rains! Do you suppose we will see snow in August? 

We are supposed to be able to have definite answers for winter preparation 

and always be able to second-guess Mother Nature, are we not? So when your 

membership wonders what happened to your course after the calm, mild winter 

we just had, be prepared to pin them down on the winner of the next Superbowl! 

Here's what I am getting at. After this winter thaw begins and you see that 

you have lost some turf to winter-kill, be prepared to call on your fellow su-

perintendents, your state association's Board of Directors and your area profes-

sionals at the University of Minnesota for help. Your association is doing a survey 

about what you do to prepare for winter. We all have different approaches to 

what we do, what ideas work or which do not. Please take some time during 

this busy time of the season to fill out this survey when it comes. It could benefit 

us all in the future. 

I would like to say a hearty thank you to Dan Miller and Tom Haberman 

for the splendid arrangements they made for the MGCSA Hospitality Reception 

held during the 62nd Annual GCSAA International Turf Conference in Orlan-

do. And, as well, to all of our Associate members, who support and sponsor 

this event. It is truly enjoyable to see some familiar faces when you are out 

of town...besides Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck! Thanks to you all! The at-

tendance of the conference was near 18,000. The equipment show was incredibly 

large. One time through took eight hours! 

* * * * 

I had the honor of presenting checks on behalf of the MGCSA to Mr. 

William Bengeyfield, retiring USGA Green Section Director, and Mr. James Snow, 

USGA Green Section Director. One was for $1,000 to the USGA-GCSAA Research 

Project, and the other, a $1,000 check to GCSAA President Dennis Lyons for 

our continuing support of the GCSAA Research & Scholarship Fund, at the Gold-

en/Platinum Tee Club Reception on Sunday, February 25. 

* * * * 

I also would like to thank the Lafayette Club and host superintendent John 

Harris for holding the GCSAA Regional Seminar: Business Communication & 

Assertiveness Techniques, and the MGCSA Spring Mini-Seminar. This cooper-

ation and support is very much appreciated by all of us in the MGCSA. 

* * * * 

Our next meeting will be held at the Owatonna Country Club on April 

16. I know that our host, Randy Nelson, will have the course ready and open 

for us...if his second-guess is better than Mother Nature's. Hope to see you there! 

—Kerry Glader, GCSA 

President 



TORO THE NEW STANDARD OF 

The Reelmaster 223-D's Exclusive Features 
Master your cutting quality 
with unsurpassed efficiency 

THIS KNOB 

PUTS YOU 

IN CONTROL. 

• Variable Reel 

Speed Control 

To accommodate varied turf conditions, Toro 

offers you Variable Reel Speed Control. This 

unique feature allows you to match the reel 

speed to your desired height of cut and 

mowing speed for optimal cutting efficiency. 

It's as simple as: 

1) select your height of cut, 

2) determine your mowing speed, 

3) and adjust your reel speed, 

accordingly. 

Positive Down Pressure 
System 

To keep the reels down for better ground con-

tour following, better penetration and thatch 

control, Toro gives you a geometrically equal 

cutting unit suspension design. And, a spring 

loaded, Positive Down Pressure System, ad-

justable at 4 positions in 8 lb. increments, 

helps to maintain the reels in position over 

varying contours. This enables you to produc-

tively mow at a faster rate, beyond tradition-

al mowing speeds, and maintain a consistent 

height of cut. 

This will achieve the ideal 

relationship between reel and 

ground speeds and maximize 

your cutting efficiency. 

Superior Cutting 
Performance 

Maintains proper bed 

knife angle throughout 

the entire cutting height 

range. 

* * * * 

Units are pulled from 

below the center line 

of the reel to assure 

constant contact with 

the turf. 

Eliminates waves in 

bentgrass turf. 

DISTRIBUTING COJ 
14900 - 21st Ave. No. 
Plymouth, Minnesota 55441 1-800-362-3665 Minnesota 
(612) 475-2200 1-800-328-3558 Out State 



LIGHTWEIGHT FAIRWAY MOWERS 
Clean, consistent 
cutting action 
Patterned after Toro's proven 

Greensmaster® cutting units, these reels 

were redesigned to be more responsive to 

the specifics of fairway cutting to provide 

a superior quality of cut. 

The bedknife, reel blades and front rollers 

are heavy duty to withstand the more 

rugged terrain. 

Choose either 5 or 8 Bladed Floating 

Cutting Units to meet your desired height 

of cut range and mowing speed. 

Toro recommends the 8 blade reel for 

heights of cut below 5/8" and the 5 blade 

reel for heights of cut above 5/8". 

DISTRIBUTING CO. 
14900 - 21st Ave. No. 
Plymouth, Minnesota 55441 1-800-362-3665 Minnesota 
(612) 475-2200 1-800-328-3558 Out State 

A Tradition of Customer Satisfaction 

Always supportive, MTI Dist. Co. provides you with un-
compromis ing technical a n d service suppor t a s well as 
s tocks a complete inventory of replacement par ts . And , 
when you've got a mower down unexpectedly, Toro's Direct 

Today 48 Hour Delivery p rogram ensures any par t not im-
mediately available will be delivered to you within 48 hours. 
N o m i n i m u m . N o m a x i m u m . N o extra charge. 

Con tac t MTI Dist. Co. today for details o n these and 
other programs aimed at total customer satisfaction in sup-
por t of you and your business. 

INTERCHANGEABLE 

Easy to handle, high capacity baskets 

are mounted to the carrier frame, not 

the cutting units, ensuring cutting unit 

stability. 

Large diameter, narrow width tires 

provide a properly oriented footprint 

to minimize scuffing and attain the 

desired contact area to reduce ground 

pressure and to adapt to your specific 

turf. 

Adjustable grass dispersion shields afford 

you the flexibility of rear dispersion. 

The Rear Roller Height of 

Cut Adjustment is engineered 

to maintain the proper 

bedknife position for opti-

mum cutting efficiency at 

1/4" to 3/4" heights of cut. 
IT'S 

EASY 

TO 

SERVICE 

ON-UNIT 

BACKLAPPING 

* * * * 

The midmount radiator with easy-to-remove 
debris screen and tilt-out hydraulic oil cooler 
is easy to service and proven reliable. 

All cutting units are interchangeable, too. Just 
loosen two fasteners, and the hydraulic motors 
are quick to release. 

CUTTING UNITS 

The Reelmaster® 223-D gives you the 

productivity and consistent quality of 

cut you've been striving for. 

Trailing cutting units are free to float 

in all directions to ensure ground fol-

lowing over undulations and to 

minimize scalping. In the event of im-

pact, each cutting unit incorporates a 

breakaway device to help lessen 

damage. 



Huge Crowds Jammed the Exhibit Area at the 1990 GCSAA Conference 
—Photos by Dale Wysocki 

Records Shattered at 1990 International Conference 
More than 17,400 members of the golf community attended the 1990 Internation-

al Golf Course Conference and Trade Show hosted by the Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America (GCSAA). 

Held Feb. 19-26 at the Orange County Convention/Civic Center in Orlando, Fla., 
the conference and show broke all existing association records. 

The 17,400-plus attendance figure represented a 20-percent increase over the previ-
ous record of 14,534 made last year in Anaheim. 

A record 552 exhibitors showcased their products and services during the three-
day trade show, almost 100 more than exhibited at the 1989 Anaheim show. The 
exhibition covered nearly 170,000 square feet, up from 143,000 in 1989. 

International attendance was up as well with an estimated 1,500 participants 
representing some 25 countries outside the United States. 

Highlighting the conference and seminar portion of the week were 38 continuing 
education seminars, a state government relations forum, a meeting of allied associa-
tions and an international roundtable. More than 2,200 members participated in 
seminars and symposia on environmental and water resource management, budg-
eting and financial management, safety and risk management, golf course design 
and more. 

Dr. Ken Blanchard, author of The One Minute Manager, delivered the keynote 
speech at the opening session Feb. 22. A multi-projector slide presentation, "The 
Challenge of the '90s," which outlined the key environmental challenges facing su-
perintendents in the next decade, rounded out the opening session. 

At the association's annual meeting on Feb. 26, Gerald L. Faubel, CGCS, was elected 
president. Stephen G. Cadenelli, CGCS, was elected vice president and William R. 
Roberts, CGCS, was appointed secretary/treasurer. 

At the gala closing banquet following the annual meeting, Sherwood A. Moore, 
CGCS, was presented with GCSAA's highest honor, the coveted Old Tom Morris Award. 
Moore is the first superintendent to be honored with the prestigious Morris award. 

The 62nd International Golf Course Conference and Show will be held Feb. 4-11, 
1991, at the Las Vegas Convention Center in Las Vegas, Nev. The 1991 GCSAA Golf 
Championship will be held Feb. 4-5, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

CHATTING with Sherwood A. Moore, CGCS, 

right, who became the first golf course superin-

tendent to receive the coveted Old Tom Morris 

Award at the 1990 International Golf Course 

Conference and Show in Orlando, Fla., is John 

Harris, Lafayette Club, Minnetonka Beach, co-

editor of Hole Notes. 



Dale WysockVs Candid Camera Captures Minnesota's 
Enthusiastic Participation at Orlando Conference 

Tom Fischer, MGCSA vice-president, Edinburgh U.S.A., at wheel of Toro. Jim Nicol, MGCSA treasurer from Bunker Hills GC, enjoying Orlando with 

Watching are Tom Haberman, left, and Glenn Rasmussen, both of MTI, Inc. his lovely wife, Barbara. 

Scott Hoffman, left, Madden Inn Golf Course, with 

Tim Commers, Cushman. 

Doug Mahalo, Minikahda Club, center, with John Wiley, left, and Tom McCann, 

both of Landscape and Turf. 

Representing North Star Turf, from left, were A1 Gerdin, Kirby Burmeister, Gordy Miller, Dan j j m Lindblad, Wayzata Country Club, left, dis-

Miller and Scott Leustman. cusses products with a vendor. 



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOR SALE 
New Keystone Dragmats 

Best Offer ' 
Dale Wysocki 

Phone: 507-334-5550 
Faribault CC 

FOR SALE 
Toro Park Master 

5-Gang, 5-Blade Reels, 
Good Condition 

$3,700.00 
Phone: 715-836-8422 

John Granholt 
Eau Claire WI. 

WANT 
TO BUY 

OR SELL? 
* 

Advertise 
in 

Hole Notes 

FOR SALE 
Seven 11-bladed Toro 
Reelmaster mowers. 

WOODHILL COUNTRY CLUB 
612/473-5811 

FOR SALE: 
1984-84" National Triplex Mower. 
Electric Start, 12 H.P. Kohler Motor. 
Excellent Condition. 
Call Dan Peluso Home: 

218/326-0979 
Office: 218/326-1000 
Pokegama Golf Course 
Grand Rapids, MN 

Recruit 
A NEW MEMBER 

Need a new membership applica-
tion or reclassification form? Contact 

Greg Hubbard 
Membership Chair 
Manitou Ridge Golf Club 
3200 N. McKnight Rd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
612-777-2987 

TOPDRESSING 

Relax! 

Let us take the worry out of topdressing . . . 
• We use only the highest quality raw materials. Our peat source is 
high in organic matter and our sand is processed through a 1 mm 
screen to assure a more desirable particle size. 

• Each component is screened and processed separately. Every 
order is mixed at the time of pick up or delivery and rescreened to 
assure uniformity. 

• We will formulate any mix according to customor specifications. 

RANDALL 
TRANSIT MIX CO 

Northwood, Iowa 



IN LAWRENCE, KANSAS 

Construction Begins on New GCSAA Headquarters 

Ground was broken on January 12 for 
the construction of the new $4 million 
headquarters complex of the Golf Course 
Superintendents of America (GCSAA). 

President Dennis D. Lyon, CGCS, said 
that the groundbreaking ceremony was 
an important step for the future of the 
association. 

''We're excited to see the building be-
coming a reality," Lyon said. "This new 
facility will allow us to keep meeting the 
needs of our growing membership for 
many years to come." 

Joining Lyon in the ceremonial "first 
shovel," were GCSAA Vice President Ger-
ald L. Faubel, CGCS: GCSAA Secre-
tary/Treasurer Stephen G. Cadenelli, 
CGCS; GCSAA Executive Director John 
M. Schilling and Mayor of Lawrence 
Robert Schumm. 

Part of the building's planned 40,000 
square feet will be a state-of-the-art 
educational facility. An extensive period-
ical library and advanced audio/visual 
equipment will aid the GCSAA education 
staff in the growth and development of 
its programs and seminars. 

"It will allow us to bring GCSAA mem-
bers here to Lawrence to attend educa-
tional activities in a facility that is 
custom-designed to meet our instruction-
al needs," said Colleen Smalter Pederson, 
GCSAA Director of Education. 

An eye-catching feature of the new 
headquarters will be the surrounding 
landscape. In addition to being situated 
on a championship golf course, the 
building will be highlighted by fountains 
and a wide variety of shrubs and flow-
ers: approximately $300,000 worth of 
professionally designed landscaping. 

The landscape will tie in closely with 
the look of the neighboring golf course. 

"We wanted the landscape to reflect 
the professional quality that our mem-
bers maintain on their golf courses," not-
ed Schilling. 

The building design was completed by 
PKG Design Group, P.A., a Lawrence ar-
chitectural firm. At the ceremony, Schill-
ing announced that R.D. Andersen, 
Topeka, had been selected as general 
contractor for the project. Construction 
of the building has begun. Schilling said 
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plans call for the building to be ready 
to occupy in about 10 months. 

The new site is one mile west of the 
current GCSAA building, which has been 
located on the Alvamar Golf & Country 
Club since the association moved to 
Lawrence in 1973. Despite the relocation, 
the new headquarters will still overlook 
an Alvamar course: a new 18-hole cham-
pionship layout being designed by ar-
chitect Ken Kavanaugh and developed 
by Alvamar owner Robert Billings. The 
new course is also expected to be open 
in 1991. 



NEW GOLF COURSE WATERING COMPUTER 

High-Tech Keeps It Green at Madden's 

Photos Courtesy of the Brainerd Dispatch 

BY LEW HUDSON 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch 

It's more than human. 
Madden's new golf course watering 

computer is in a class by itself. 
You doubt that? Consider the facts. 

There are three courses at Madden's— 
Pine Beach West, Pine Beach East and 
the Social 9—45 holes in all. 

Watering the greens, tees and fair-
ways requires 600 outlets. 

The computer, using information 
gathered from a weather monitoring 
station near the office of Golf Course 
Superintendent Scott Hoffman, pro-
grams each outlet to deliver precisely 
the amount of water lost that day by 
evaporation. 

To do so it takes into consideration 
natural rainfall, wind direction, veloc-
ity, relative humidity and the amount 
of sunshine and cloudiness. 

Plus it makes allowance for the type 
of vegetation at each watering outlet, 
the soil type, compaction, degree of 
slope and proximity to the lake or trees. 

It even factors in effects of longitude, 
latitude, water pressure and chemical 
content of the water before deciding on 
the hydro dosage to be delivered by 
each individual sprinkler outlet. 

Golf course watering used to involve 
a tremendous amount of tedious work 
with hydrants and hoses. No more. 
Now, more than 11 miles of under-
ground, plastic pipe connects the 240 
automatic pop-up outlets. 

Madden's is the second course in 
Minnesota to install the computerized 
system. Oak Ridge in the Twin Cities 
was first. 

Sold by the Toro Co., Bloomington, 
Minn., the system has been on the 
market only two years. 

Hoffman has been directing work on 
the Madden installation for the last two 
seasons and expects to be finished by 
1991. 

In addition to being labor-efficient, 
the system makes maximum use of ev-
ery gallon. When you are pumping 
120,000,000 gallons a year from deep 
wells, efficiency is important. 

"We are trying to replace the exact 
amount of water that is lost on a daily 
basis," Hoffman said. 

The computer is programmed to 
start the watering rotation in the even-
ing after golfers complete their final 
rounds. Outlets are turned on and off 
on a rotating basis. 

Normally the daily replacement is 
delivered in two cycles to allow the 
water to soak in rather than run off. 
Not only does the computerized sys-
tem make maximum use of water, it 
also produces better grass by deliver-
ing exactly what water is needed—no 
more and no less. 

It also monitors all 600 stations cons-
tantly and sounds an alert in case of 
malfunction. 

Do you know any humans who can 
do that? 

(Ed. note: This story was reprinted 
through the courtesy of the Brainerd 
Daily Dispatch.) 


