
BEFORE WE DEVELOPED THESE 
PROBLEM-SOLVING TURFGRASS 
MIXTURES, WE MARCHED 
THROUGH ACRES AND ^ w 
ACRES OF PROBLEMS 

Nobody knows the troubles we've seen. 
Our Northrup King turf specialists and 

researchers have hoofed through salt prob-
lems, soil compaction, disease, starved turf, J 
baked turf, cleated-to-shreds turf, and dor- * 
mant winter turf—all depressing sights. 1 
But it was a road well worth our travels. 

The result is a complete line of Medalist® 
turfgrass formulas that meet the demands of the professional turf manager. 

If you've been staring down at a turf problem, look up your solution here. 
And if you think it's a turf problem we haven't seen, just let us know. 

Our business is putting your problems behind us. 

MEDALIST TURF PRODUCT MAJOR AREAS OF USE SPECIAL FEATURES ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Athletic Pro and 
Athletic Pro II For athletic turf. 

Well suited for new seeding or overseeding. 
Fast establishing, traffic tolerant, rapid recovery. 
Both provide good footing. 

Boulevard Mix 
Any area with high pH 
(roadsides, sidewalks, boulevards, 
alkaline soils, etc.). 

Contains 'Fults' and Dawson red fescue for beautiful salt-
tolerant turf. Performs at low to high fertility levels. 

Landscape Pro Mix School grounds, cemeteries, 
golf course roughs, home lawns. 

Establishes fast. Adapts to broad range of conditions and 
management levels. Low to moderate fertility needs. 

Overseeder II Mix Fairways, tees, athletic fields. Rapid germination and establishment. Withstands heavy 
traffic and resists diseases. Penetrates compacted soils. 

Medalist North Mix Fairways, tees, cart paths, wear 
areas. 

Quality turf for high traffic areas. Clean mowing and 
disease resistant. 

Premium Sod Blend Commercial sod production. Exceptional dark green color. Tolerates light shade. Superior 
disease resistance. Rapid sod producer. 

Renovator Pro Mix 
Problem solver for heavy traffic 
areas (athletic fields, golf tees, 
and fairways). 

Penetrates compacted soils and combats Poa annua. 
Adaptable to most geographic regions. 

Medalist Brand 
Overseeding Products 

Winter overseeding of dormant 
bermudagrass. 

Establishes rapidly and evenly. Tolerates traffic 
while providing a superior putting surface. Smooth 
spring transition. 

Ask your Northru\ 
Or write Norti 

}roducts to solve your turf problems. 
rup King Medalist Turf Products, P.O. Box 959, Minneapolis, MN 55440. 
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FROM THE 

PRESIDENT'S 

DESK 
DOUG MAHAL 

Season '87 is nearly history now. As one 
superintendent I know prefers to put it, 
"here come those Cala-Clor skies!" Most 
Minnesota golf courses stay open several 
days after the plows go on the county 
highway trucks. That's a real tribute to 
our hearty-souled Minnesota golfers. 
Eventually, it's one final flurry of 
outdoor activity and then the entire 
grounds staff experiences a welcome 
program change. 

As stated many times, education is the 
prime purpose of MGCSA's existence. Our 
premier educational opportunity is coming 
right up December 2-4 at the Radisson St. 
Paul Hotel. Chairmen Jim Nicol, Rick 
Fredericksen and Fred Anderson have 
insured a top notch educational program 
for our annual conference. You won't want 
to miss the Friday evening banquet and 
"casino night" scheduled to close the 
festivities. The decor throughout the 
Radisson has had a facelift so I expect 
our accommodations to be even better than 
last year. Details and all registration 
materials will be in the mail soon. Do 
make early plans to attend. 

Many thanks to superintendents Rick Smith 
and Tom Natzel for their hospitality 
during our October and November meetings 
at LeSueur Country Club and Burl Country 
Club. Fall can get pretty cool but not to 
the point which makes golf impossible. 
Your golf courses were great, guys. Good 
job! 

This will be my last article as MGCSA 
president. Though the term is not quite 
over, I do think it's an appropriate time 
to say how impressed I am with the current 
board I've had the chance to work with. 
There is no task or committee assignment 
which does not require considerable time 
commitments so I must thank and 
congratulate each board member for his 
often unnoticed dedication to MGCSA. 



From The Lakes 

To The 

Mountains 
James M. Latham, Director 
USGA Green Section 
Great Lakes Region 

It's really too early to speculate on just 
what name tag will be placed on the 
golf/growing season. 1986 was the year of 
the Black Layer. Maybe 1987 will be 
called simply "The Longest"» Golfers may 
actually wear themselves out if we are 
blessed with normal fall weather. Lord 
knows they are wearing out enough turf 
this year. But without them there 
wouldn't be a need for us. Just what the 
consequences will be depends on the 
quality and quantity of turf and soil 
rehabilitation provided this fall. 

It's been a rather weird season. Lack of 
snowcover in many areas last winter cost 

Built like a truck... 
works like a fleet. 

The Cushman Turf Care Vehicles are built to last 
and designed to do more jobs, and do them better. 
For cost efficient operation and unmatched 
versatility, the Cushman Turf-Truckster® is your 
best investment. Give us a call today for a free 
demonstration. 

Cushman® Professional Turf Equipment 

CUSHMAN MOTOR CO.. INC. 
2909 E. Franklin Avenue • Minneapolis, Mn. 55406 

PHONE: 612 • 333 3487 
JERRY COMMERS - TIM COMMERS - JOHN SNIKER 

C U S H M A N 
B U I L T T O L A S T 

some courses a goodly amount of green 
grass this spring. The old fashioned 
techniques worked best to prevent 
desiccation. Greens were "adequately" 
top-dressed after the last application of 
snowmold preventers. Later, when no snow 
cover came, the thinking superintendents 
hauled water to keep some kind of moisture 
(ice, of course) on the surface. Cal 
Polsean, at Westward Ho, Sioux Falls 
recorded 400 man-hours were needed to 
supplement the 0.5" of precipitation over 
the winter. 

Winter play got a good test at the 
Minnehaha Club there. They recorded 700 
rounds of golf over the winter with no 
apparent turf problems on sand topdressed 
greens by early June. But, play had been 
stopped on March 1 and not resumed until 
the greens were fully thawed. 
Superintendent Gene Reiter hauled some 
water, too. 

On the other side of the coin, a Minnesota 
club had no such restriction, and in mid-
June the footprints of two golfers were 
still visible (dead grass), complete with 
heel and toe prints. Just two people 
playing one day interfered with the play 
of the rest of the membership for over two 
months! 

The grass greened up early this year, but 
didn't get any real growth until the warm 
rains came along in May. The primary 
spring complaint was rough greens. The 75 
degree days were balanced by the 35 degree 
nights to get a zero score on spreading, 
fill-in growth. Some courses, though, 
were still recovering from the fall rains 
- like the washout at Kohler and the 30" 
rain that fell at Bay City, Michigan. 
Now, the Minneapolis/St. Paul area is 
starting over again with 21" within 7 days 
beginning July 27 (Interlachen gauge). 

This season has been, in all but a few 
areas, a report of the effectiveness of 
irrigation systems. It should be a great 
selling year for multiple row irrigation. 
Between those toasty roughs came the 
centerline slops and the occasionally 
Pythium spots and ruts. 

Enough talk about the weather. The 
lightweight, floating head mowers are 
getting the best of Poa annua in fairways. 
The bent has really moved out this year, 
especially where superintendents have been 



TURF SUPPLY COMPANY 
2970 Dodd Road 454-3106 S t . Pau l , M N 55121 

THE MOST COMPLETE LINE OF 
TURF PRODUCTS FOR COMPLETE TURF 
MANAGEMENT UNDER ONE COMPANY 

We formulate our products 
to satisfy the regional nutritional 

requirements of your turf. 

CALL 
454-3106 

EARLY ORDER DISCOUNTS 
EARLY DELIVERY DISCOUNTS 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 

MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS INCLUDE 
10% FOR EARLY ORDERING AND SHIPPING 
19% MAXIMUM QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 



able to adequately control the irrigation. 
Where the bent is well scattered through 
an area it can do its own thing without 
chemical help, but with patience. 

Plant growth regulators have taken up the 
anti-Poa fight with a vengeance and are 
performing very well in bent, blue and 
ryegrass fairways. The only ill effects 
noted so far occurred when a crosswind 
blew one material around quite a bit and 
when a heavy rain washed another 
application into surface drainage areas. 
Good results were obtained on spring 
applications to fall seeded bent following 
turf eradication. There are still lessons 
to be learned, but the outlook is good. 
And there are other materials yet to be 
fully tested in this area. 

Mone of these things are free and now that 
budgeting time is nearly upon us. let's 
look at some numbers. I note from the new 
Pannell-Kerr-Forster report that the 
maintenance cost per hole on Midwest 
courses in 1986 was $19,610. That's about 
$353,000 for 18 holes, a 9% rise over 
1985. The national average was $21,101 
per hole, up 7.8% from the previous year. 

Other areas: East $17,607 per hole, up 
11.8%; South, $20,568 per hole, up 7.8%; 
the far West, $28,177 per hole, up 3.5%. 
The numbers are interesting, but their 
meaning depends on what one is trying to 
prove. 

An entomological note: The mild winter 
certainly helped increase the golf course 
bug problem this year. Just note the 
number of strange yellowed blotches on 
greens with a perfect green outline of a 
foot right in the middle. It's been a 
great year for cutworms and ants, too. 

The Good Turn of the Year: Superintendent 
Vern Burks in Great Falls hired 30 Boy 
Scouts to transplant aerator plugs from 
the surviving parts of greens to the 
aeration holes on high mounds where the 
turf was lost to desiccation. His green 
cover, by the way, was a hydromulch fiber 
that had been successful for the previous 
nine years. This time it blew off. 

The observation of the season: The 
development of grain on fairways from tee 
toward the green which can be worrisome at 
the start of a backswing. Golf cars. So 

Tom Haugen (Minnesota) 
507-234-5102 
(Whse — Janesville) 

612-445-8742 CHEMICALS, INC. 

SERVING YOUR TURF NEEDS WITH 
PRODUCTS FROM: 

Applied Biochemists * Cutrine 
Brayton * Custom Blend Fertilizers 
Clearys * 3336, PMAS 
Dupont * Tersan 1991, Tupersan 
Gordons * Trimec, Betasan 
ICI * Gro Safe, Fusilade 
Mobay * Oftanol, Bayleton 
Noram-Tuco * Nitroform, Acti-Dione 
Rohm-Haas * Fore, Dithane 
Solo * Backpacks, Handheld Sprayers 

Brandt * Turf Mix Micro Package 
Ciba-Geigy * Subdue, Diazinon 
Dow * Turfion D, Dursban 
Elanco * Balan, Surflan 
Hoechst * Acclaim 
Mallinckrodt * Vorlan, Duosan 
Monsanto * Roundup 
Rhone Poulenc * Chipco 26019, Ronstar 
SDS Biotech * Daconil, Dacthal 
Union Carbide * Se vin, Weedone DPC 



The Ryan GA 30® beats 
the competition in versatility, 
speed and precision. 

Ryan continues to set 
the standard to which 
others compare. 

The new Ryan GA 30 is designed to aerate golf 
greens, tees, fairways, sports turf and commercial 
grounds. With a flexible aerating pattern ranging 
from 1" X 2Vi to 5" X 2Vi", you can aerate from 
5,625 square feet/hour up to 28,125 square feet/ 
hour. The GA 30 is not only faster on the green, 
but with a transport speed of up to 6 mph, it gets 
you off the golf course twice as fast. It's a tractor 
and aerator in one compact, durable riding 
machine. Ask for a convincing demonstration 
today. 

( 6 1 2 ) 4 8 4 - 8 4 1 1 

R.L. GOULD & CO. 
3 7 1 1 Lexington No., St. Paul, M N 



get out the vertical mowers to go with the 
aerators. 

And the worry of the year: Spots on some 
greens that look very much like the C-15 
disease, except the grass isn't C-15. At 
this writing, tests are being rechecked at 
UW and HSU. 

Remember When? USGA Championships were 
played on greens mowed at 3/16 inch - only 
10 years ago at the Women's Open at 
Hazeltine. Maintenance programs have 
since then given the players the best 
conditioned golf courses they have ever 
seen. There are two operations 
responsible for most of this - light and 
frequent topdressing with properly sized 
sandy material (straight or mixed) and 
lightweight mowing of fairways. Both have 
their drawbacks but none are 
insurmountable. Both require additional 
operations but higher quality usually 
demands a higher price. Both demand 
enlightened operational management and 
that's why continuing education is so 
important to all of us today. 

EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

TOM FISCHER 

The close of another golf season is upon 
us. I am sure everyone is looking forward 
to a more relaxed atmosphere that the 
winter months bring. 

A very important event took place last 
month. The Minnesota Golf Course 
Superintendents' Association held its 
first annual Research Golf Tournament. 
Nineteen clubs helped sponsor the event 
by donating tee times. Southview Country 
Club graciously hosted the banquet. This 
tournament was for any golf course, public 
or private, having players who wanted to 
participate in a challenging event and 
raise money for the research trust fund. 
This year's participation was fair with 

A complete new line of small-
particle sulfur-coated urea 
fertilizers specially designed for 
low-cut turf. 

LESCO, Inc. • 20005 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116 
Cleveland 333-9250 

(800) 321-5325 
NATIONWIDE 

(800) 362-7413 
IN OHIO 

MINNESOTA IRRIGATION 

DISTRIBUTION CENTER 

(612) 633-9416 

Full Service Warehouse 
2592 N. Cleveland Avenue 

RoseviIle. MN 55113 

Large enough to meet your 
needs ... but small enough 

to know who you are. 

STOCKING ALL THE 
MAJOR MANUFACTURERS 

SUPERIOR 
IRRI-TROL 

RICHDEL 
NELSON 
HUNTER 

NSS - SPECTRUM 
FERTILIZER 



59th International 
Golf Course 

Conference & Show 

HOUSTON 
G C S A A 

February 1-8, 1988 
George R. Brown Convention Center, Houston, Texas 

• 30 Seminars • Golf Championships • Trade Show • Annual Meeting 

For Conference, Seminar or Exhibitor Information: 
1 -800/GSA'SUPT or 913/841-2240 

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 
1617 St. Andrews Drive 

Lawrence, KS 66046-9990 



the tournament raising $2,030.00, a good 
beginning baiance for the fund. LOST-
Next year we plan to make a few changes in 
the format. We would like to make aware 
the fact that everyone is eligible to 
play. These people would include 

managers, golf pros, superintendents, 
men's club members, people from private 
clubs and public golf courses as well. 
The tournament day will be one of good 
competition and camaraderie among all 
participants. 

We would like to thank Richard Smith of 
LeSueur Country Club for hosting the 
October meeting. Turf Supply sponsored a 
great educational program. 

Please don't forget to send in your 
December conference registration as soon 
as possible. We are looking forward to 
another great winter seminar. See you 
there. 1 

THANK YOU 
The Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents' 
Association would like to express its 
sincere thanks to the membership and staff 
of the nineteen clubs that donated use of 
their courses for our First Annual 
Turfgrass Research Benefit Tourney. The 
participating clubs were: 

EDIKA COUNTRY CLUB 
GOLDEN VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB 
HAZELTINE NATIONAL GOLF CLUB 
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB 
INTERLACHEN COUNTRY CLUB 
INDIAN HILLS GOLF CLUB 
MENDAKOTA COUNTRY CLUB 
MINNEAPOLIS GOLF CLUB 
MINNESOTA VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB 
NORTH OAKS GOLF CLUB 
OLYMPIC HILLS GOLF CLUB 
ROLLING GREEN COUNTRY CLUB 
STILLWATER COUNTRY CLUB 
SOUTHVIEW COUNTRY CLUB 
TOWN AND COUNTRY CLUB 
WEDGEW00D VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB 
WHITE BEAR YACHT CLUB 
W00DHILL COUNTRY CLUB 
WAYZATA COUNTRY CLUB 

The Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents' 
Association earnestly requests your help 
in locating the following Life Members: 

GEORGE FIGEL 
GIL FOSTER 

ORVILLE GERBER 
SPENCER E. NELSON 

ED NOHAVA 
ART OLSON 

If you know of their current disposition 
and/or address, please contact the MGCSA 
office. Thank you. 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
We require a person knowledgeable about 
golf courses to sell turf maintenance and 
mowing equipment. EOE. Send resume to 
Andrea, Long Lake Ford Tractor, Inc., 
P.O. Box J, Long Lake, MN 55356. 

FOR SALE 
* 1980 Dedoes Aereator Drum Type Cushman 

Mount. Priced at $500.00. 
* Smithco Model 110 Lark Supreme Sprayer 

w/8 horse Briggs and Statton Engine. 

New. 
* Golden Eagle 4-cylinder piston pump w/50 

ft. high pressure hose with spray gun. 
* 15 ft. sectional boom. 
* 100 gal. teflon tank with agitator. 

Priced at $675.00. 
Elm Creek Golf Course. 
Phone: Work 478-6716; Home 473-7394. 

DON'T FORGET 
60th TURF CONFERENCE 
Radisson* Hote l St. Paul 

Complete details and 
Registration Materials 
have been mailed to 
MGCSA Members. 



i l l a I DISTRIBUTING CO. 
14900 21st Avenue North • Plymouth, Minnesota 55441 

GD 
TORO. 

HIGH VOLUME 
REPLACEMENT PARTS 

\ 

S a l e 

WATCH MAIL FOR DETAILS 

SPARTAN® • REELMASTER® • WALK GREENSMOWERS • GREENSMASTER 3® 
TURF PRO 84® • HD WALK ROTARIES • WIDE AREA MOWERS • GROUNDSMASTER 52® 

GROUNDSMASTER 62® • GROUNDSMASTER 72® • GROUNDS MAINTENANCE TRACTOR • SAN0 PRO® 


