
INTEREST IN MUNICIPAL, 
PUBLIC GOLF COURSES 

CONTINUES TO BUILD 
AS MORE PLAY GAME 

Golf course construction costs vary 
greatly, but most communities or developers 
can count on spending at least $1,250,000, 
not including the cost of land, for a 
modern regulation-length golf course, 
according to Roger Rulewich, president of 
the American Society of Golf Course 
Architects. 

Rulewich noted, however, that most 
municipal and public golf courses are 
showing healthy profits as more women and 
seniors play the game. He noted that some 
golf courses in the southeast and western 
regions that are open year-round are seeing 
annual net profits in excess of $300,000. 

"As more communities recognize the value of 
a golf course as a recreational facility 
for its residents, an attractive green 
belt, and as a magnet for tourists, golf 
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course development will continue to boom,
w 

Rulewich predicted. 

The ASGCA president said that a typical 
golf course construction budget, which will 
be affected by location and condition of 
land, might look like this: 

»Construction of 18-hole course -
$1,000,000 to $3,000,000 

Maintenance Equip. 150,000 to 300,000 
Maintenance Bldg.. 100,000 to 250,000 

TOTAL $1,250,000 to $3,550,000 

•Includes basic golf course construction 
(clearing, grading, construction of tees, 
greens and bunkers, seeding, etc.), 
irrigation system, shelters, bridges, cart 
pathways and service roads. 

Rulewich emphasized that these cost figures 
are intended only as rough guidelines and 
do not include the cost of the land, 
clubhouse, other facilities, or architect's 
fee. In addition, maintenance costs 
usually run between $100,000 and $250,000 
annually. 

Costs will vary, Rulewich added, by section 
of the country due to different terrain, 
climate and number of playable days. 

The ASGCA president stated that ordinarily 
about 150 acres of land are needed to build 
a regulation length golf course. Only 75 
to 100 are needed for an executive course, 
while only 50 to 80 acres are needed for an 
18-hole par three course. 

Many new municipal and public courses are 
being built on landfills, flood plains, and 
other "undesirable" sites. Rulewich 
pointed out that an experienced golf course 
architect should be brought in early in the 
planning process so that the proper golf 
course site is preserved in the master 
plan. 

"Studies show that the 45 percent of U.S. 
golfers who normally play on municipal 
courses are confined to just 15 percent of 
the nation's golf courses," Rulewich noted. 
"With these figures in mind, it's not 
difficult to see why so many municipalities 
and private developers are working to build 
more daily fee golf courses." 

Those planning to build a municipal or 
public course can obtain additional 
information by writing the American Society 
of Golf Course Architects, 221 N. LaSalle 
St., Chicago, IL 60601. 



JOHN DEERE FRONT MOWERS 

Engineering Excellence 
Mowing Productivity 

2-Year Limited Warranty 
When mowing productivity really counts, 
count on a John Deere Front Mower. 
The F910 and F930 Front Mowers were 
designed from the ground up to be 
productive, versatile and durable 
mowing machines. Both are powered 
by reliable, twin-cylinder, air-cooled 
Onan engines — 20 hp on the F910, 
24 hp on the F930. The F910 can be 
equipped with a 50- or 60-inch mower, 

the F930 with a 60- or 72-inch mower. 
All three mowers feature adjustable 
mowing height, PTO shaft drive and deep-
contour deck design. Both the F910 
and F930 have hydrostatic drive and 
power steering for easy operation and 
close-quarters maneuverability. And both 
are backed by a new, 2-year limited 
warranty and our local parts and service 
support. See us soon for a test drive. 

® Nothing Runs Like a Deere 
NEW GOLF TOURNAMENT 

John Deere recently announced an agreement with the PGA of America to sponsor a 
Regional and National Pro/Superintendent Golf Championship. Watch for future details 

For John Deere Sales and Service, Call on: 

CARLSON'S 
LAKE STATE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
12500 DuPont Avenue South 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
800/642-4100 

7004 - 11th Avenue S.W. 
Rochester, MN 55902 
507/282-8888 



SHORT COURSE 

IN HUMAN RELATIONS 
The beet short course in human relations 
we've heard about is this one published by 
columnist Norton Mockridge: 

•The six most important words in our 
language are, I admit I made a mistake. 

•The five most important words are, You 
did a good job. 

•The four most important words are, 
What is your opinion? 

•The three most important words are, If 
you please. 

•The two most important words are, 
Thank you. 

•The single most important word, We. 
•And the least most important word, I. 

(Bits and Pieces) 

•To motivate employees, don't tell them 
what they're doing wrong; tell them what 
they're doing right. Don't measure 
absenteeism; measure attendance. Don't 
measure errors; measure accuracy. Keep the 
focus where it belongs: on good results and 
good performance. 

•Increase your overall level of 
decisiveness by making immediate decisions 
on matters of little consequence or plans 
which can be revised easily. (You may be 
surprised how many decisions fall into 
these catagories.) Save your caution for 
matters of major consequence or plans which 
will be difficult to modify if 
circumstances change. 

* EARLY BIRDS " 
FLOCK FOR '88 SHOW 

"Early Bird" registration forms are 
streaming into GCSAA headquarters at a 
record pace, according to Bonnie 
Stephenson, meetings coordinator. 

More than 7,000 packets were mailed to the 
membership July 17 promoting the 59th 
GCSAA International Golf Course Conference 
and Show to be presented Feb. 1-8, 1988 in 
Houston. 

The postman delivered the first 
registration form to GCSAA headquarters 
the following Monday morning from Blue 
Hills Country Club superintendent Dave 
Fearis, Kansas City. 

"There is already a great amount of 
excitement about next year's conference 
among both members and exhibitors," said 
Tuula Wright, GCSAA sales and marketing 
manager. "It will be the largest 
conference and show in GCSAA's history." 

"Early Bird" registration offers GCSAA 
members a substantial savings. Fees for 
registration, seminars, the spouse 
program, luncheons and the banquet are at 
a special rate until September 15. Early 
registration also gives members first 
chance to enroll in seminars, make hotel 
reservations and choose banquet seating. 

For further information, contact Bob 
Still, Media Relations Manager, GCSAA, 
913/841-2240. 

FOR SALE 

••Batteries for Electric Golf C a r s ^ 
Exide - the Number 1 Battery on the market 
GC4-220 AMP Hr. $41.50 ea. Cushman 
Motor Co., 2909 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 333-3487. 
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DISTRIBUTING CO. 

IRRIGATION SUPPLY CENTERS 
WHOLESALE ONLY 

NO CONSUMER RETAIL SALES 

1 
PLYMOUTH 

14900 21st Ave. No 
Plymouth, MN 55441 
(612) 475-2200 
MN Watts 1-800-362-3665 
Outstate 1-8 00-328-3 558 
Near 4 94 & Hwy. 55 
Open Time: 7:30 a.m. 

2 
FRIDLEY 

8 041 Ranchers Rd 
Fridley, MN 55432 
(612) 785-2430 
Near Hwy. 47 & 81st St 
Open Time: 7:30 a.m. 

BURNSVILLE 
1103 RiverwoOd Drive 
Burnsville, MN 55337 
(612) 890-3720 
Near Hwy. 13 & Near 12th St 
Open Time: 7:30 a.m. 

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 
***Nightscaping - Outdoor Low Voltage 

Lighting 
(Wire-Control-Lamps-Fixtures) 

***Otterbine Aerators 

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 
Toro Controllers 
Toro Valves 
Toro Sprinkler Heads 
PVC Pipe & Fittings 
Poly Pipe & Fittings 
Hydraulic Tubing & Fittings 
Vacuum Breakers 
Backflow Devices 
Valve Boxes 
Repair Fittings 
Turfco Pipe Puller Parts 
Repair Parts 
Accessories 
Wire - Single Strand Wire 

Multi Strand Wire 
Intake Filter Screens 
Hand Tools 
Shovels 
Cutters 
Foot Valves 
Plastic & Brass Saddle Tees 
Clamps 
& Related Irrigation Products 

RENTAL EQUIPMENT 
***Piper 140 Pipe Pullers 
***01athe 128 Trencher 
***Turfco Boring Tool 

(With MTI Trailer) 

(Drop Off and Pick-up Points for MTI Service Center on Controllers) 


