
fairways and add a challenge to golfers. 
Unfortunately tree care is not always a 
high priority to many superintendents. 
Trees can withstand a long time period of 
neglect and they have such a long life span 
few people will notice any change in the 
trees' health over several years. However, 
after many years of little or no care, a 
mature tree may die and it will take many 
decades before a new sapling can replace it 
in stature. It does not have to be this 
way. With attention to a few elements of 
treé care, many trees can live for over a 
century. • " • ' ^ ^ •

 :
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The first step in developing a tree care 
management program is to inventory all the 
trees on your course-. For each tree note 
its species* size (diameter at hh feet 
above the ground) and condition. When 
evaluating tree condition you y should be 
looking at the following items: 

..,
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 v' • ,4 f'I * }'
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1) Compare twig extension for the past 
several years to the years previous to that 
time. The average growth rate should be 
approximately the same. A V ' í -Í 

2) Check the root flare and trunk for 

decay. Look under loose bark for fruiting 
bodies of fungi. 

3) Look for premature fall color. Not all 
trees go through a fall color change 
(alders and black locust), but for many, 
premature coloration is an indication of a 
change in the tree

T

s health. 

4) Check the 
tree

1

s crown, 
dieback. 

overall condition of the 
Record the extent of any 
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This inventory should be updated every late 
spring and early fall. The purpose of this 
monitoring is to alert you to any change in 
the tree's health as soon as possible. Once 
the change is noted measures can be i 
implemented to return thè tr^e to a healthy 
state. , £ 

For example, perhaps you noticed an oak tree 
beginning to turn .color about 3 or 4 weeks 'i 
before the rest. Since this is an indication 
that something is wrong, you decide to give 
the tree a closer examination. Once up close 
you notice the branches are covered with the4 
golden oak scale. Now alerted to the 
problem, you can begin a spray program to 
reduce the pest population. Scales are not 

the only cause of premature fall 
color, poor drainage and borers may 
also cause this symptom. The point is 
that by regularly monitoring your 
trees you can observe and correct 
problems before it is too late. 

In addition to monitoring you need to 
begin a regular program of tree care. 
The most important practices to 
maintain or improve the health of the 
tree are: pruning, fertilizing and 
mulching. 

One of the most critical procedures 
in tree care is pruning. Proper 
pruning, especially if started when 
the tree is planted, will produce a 
tree with a strong, well spaced 
branch pattern. Unfortunately, it is 
easy to do more harm than good if you 
do not know when and how to prune. 
The best time to prune trees is late 
winter (February and March). Trees 
pruned at this time of year close 
their wounds quickly. They also are 
less likely to become infected by 
decay fungi. However, some trees, 
such as maples, will bleed if pruned 
at this time. The bleeding is not 
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The 
bleeding is not harmful to the tree, but 
some people may consider it unsightly. Trees 
may also be pruned during August so you may 
want to prune your "bleeders" then. August 
is also an excellent time to prune oaks. 
Oaks pruned from midwinter to late spring 
are attractive to insects carrying oak wilt. 
When pruning never remove more than 20 
percent of the branches in a single season. 
If too much wood is removed, the tree will 
compensate by producing a large number of 
soft, weak shoots called watersprouts. 
Cutting a branch back to a stub or tiny 
twig, a practice known as heading-back, will 
also result in a large number of 
watersprouts. To prevent watersprouts always 
prune by thinning out. This style of pruning 
calls for the removal of a branch at its 
point of origin or a lateral at least 
one-third the diameter of the branch being 
removed. 

Regardless of the style of pruning, always 
retain the branch bark ridge. This is the 
collar at the base of the branch. You should 
never cut a branch flush to the trunk since 
flush cuts require much longer to close. 
Also avoid covering the cut with pruning 
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paint. Generally, a layer of pruning paint 
makes the cut more favorable to fungi than 
if nothing had been done. 

A lot of misunderstanding surrounds the 
practice of fertilizing trees. Many people 
believe it is not necessary. But most trees 
will benefit from fertilizer; vigor will 
improve so the tree can withstand the 
competition from turf and environmental 
stresses such as soil compaction and air 
pollution. 

The best time to fertilize trees is before 
shoot growth begins in the spring. This way 
the fertilizer will be available for the 
spring rapid growth period. The amount of 
fertilizer for a tree should be based not on 
trunk diameter, but on the extent of the 
root system. Since you cannot measure the 
root system directly, measure the amount of 
square feet beneath the crown of the tree. 

Apply 4 lbs. actual N/1000 sq. ft. of crown 
area. This should be applied on the surface, 
not in holes punched in the soil around the 
tree. It can be applied at once or split 
applications several weeks apart if you are 
concerned about the effect on groundcover or 
turf. With the exception of some 

;

 micronutrient problems, such as iron for 
oaks and manganese for maple, the only 
nutrient trees need supplied as a fertilizer 
is nitrogen. Trees are very conservative in 
their use of phosphorous and potassium. You 
do not need to add them unless soil samples 
indicate a deficiency. 

Mulching is another tree care practice that 
is frequently overlooked. Mulching provides 
a tree with a more stable root environment; 
cooler and damper than the surrounding soil. 
This will reduce the problem with water 
stress, expecially on shallow rooted species 
such as birch. A mulch will also reduce weed 
competition and prevent "lawnmower blight". 
To be most effective, extend a layer of 
mulch from the trunk to the dripline. While 
this is not practical for large, mature 
trees, it should be done for recently 
transplanted stock. The thickness of the 
mulch is very important; only a light layer, 
one to three inches thick, is necessary. 
Mulching to a depth greater than three 
inches may inhibit soil gas exchange and 
favor the establishment of stem canker 
fungi. The best material to use for a mulch 
is composed wood chips or other organic 
compounds. Avoid using plastic; it inhibits 
soil gas exchange. Consequently the root 
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