
Two Superintendents Take First Full Crack at the American Birkebeiner 

MGCSA members Eric Counselmen, Somerby Golf Club Superintendent; and Tod Blankenship, CGCS from Big Fish G.C. in Hayward, after the 
completion of the 50 km American Birkebiener. Both members skate/skied (freestyle) the race which starts at Telemark Resort in Cable, Wis. and ends 
in downtown Hayward, Wis. The times were 5:49:05.5 for Tod and 5:50:16.9 for Eric. "We wanted to make sure there would be plenty of room for 
improvement in the years to come," said Tod. The race is the longest in North America and has about 7,000 participants overall between the classic 
and freestyle skiers and Kortleopet and Birkebeiner participants. "Some take it pretty serious but for EC and myself it was our first one and I think 
we both just wanted to make sure we would finish," said Tod, and added "overall we finished pretty much at the bottom of the pack; 3,081 out of 3,232 
for me and 3,089 out of3232 for EC. But, the most important thing is we finished strong! 51 kilometers is a long way to ski up and down hills but, 
just as important, I took EC in the end (only because I made him wait for me so I could steal some of his water:) All kidding aside, it was a great time 
and I know I really look forward to skiing it many more times./r 

L e a v e ' m G r e e n w i t h Envy 

Creeping Bentgrass Blend 

Contact: Joe Churchill, Seed Solutions Phone: 612-790-7333 

Using Dominant Xtreme, 
SR 1119 and Tyee Creeping 
Bentgrass will get your 
course looking twice as nice 
with half the effort... 

PjOMpMAIMT 

Superior performance on 
greens, tees and fairways 

Excellent NTEP quality ratings 

Enhanced disease resistance 

Competitive against Poa 
annua 
Superior wear tolerance 

Creeping Bentgrass 

Creeping 
Bentgrass 

Seed Solution 1-800-356-7333 


