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three golf balls, this step is repeated 
along the same line, but in the opposite 
direction. The distances obtained in 
steps one and two are averaged, result-
ing in the Stimpmeter reading for the 
green. The longer the distance, the 
faster the green. A reading of 8 - 9 feet 
is considered a medium to fast speed 
for day-to-day play. 

The Stimpmeter is a helpful man-
agement tool for the golf course super-
intendent in providing smooth, consis-
tent putting surfaces, but is not intend-
ed for course-to course comparisons. 

I've played a lot of golf courses and 
have seen hole locations all over the 
place. What is the USGA's recom-
mendations regarding hole locations? 

The USGA frequently receives 
requests for guidelines with respect to 
selection of hole locations on the put-
ting greens, particularly during com-
petitions. There are no rules regarding 

hole locations, so there is no such thing 
as an "illegal" hole location. However, 
we do have some guidelines. 

Many factors affect selection of hole 
locations. The first and most important 
is good judgment in deciding what 
will give fair results. Do not be tricky 
in locating holes. There should be 
enough putting green surface between 
the hole and the front and the sides of 
the green to accommodate the required 
shot. 

In any case, it generally is recom-
mended that the hole be located at 
least five paces from any edge of the 
green. If a bunker is close to the edge, 
or if the ground slopes away from the 
edge, the distance should be greater, 
especially if the shot is more than a 
pitch. 

An area two to three feet in radius 
around the hole should be as nearly 
level as possible and of uniform grade. 
A player above the hole should be able 
to stop the ball at the hole. Consider 
the condition of nearby turf, especially 
taking care to avoid old hole plugs that 

have not completely healed. 

We have bentgrass fairways and 
I'm confused as to what to do with 
my divots. Are we better off replac-
ing the divot or just filling the scar 
with the sand/seed mix that's provid-
ed? 

If the divot has some soil attached 
and hasn't been blown into a hundred 
pieces, it will heal quickly if it is 
replaced immediately Be sure to 
replace the divot (green side up!) and 
step on it to establish contact with the 
soil below. If the divot cannot be 
replaced, then the sand/seed mixture 
should be used in the scarred area. 
Golfers who take the time to replace a 
divot properly or repair divot areas 
help keep the fairways in good condi-
tion for their fellow golfers. 

What are the USGA's recommen-
dations when selecting sand for 
bunkers? 
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DRIVE FOR THE "U" PROGRAM 
The Drive for the U is a program designed for in-kind donations to the University 

of Minnesota Turfgrass Research Center. All donations are tax deductible and 
will help to build the research center into a top notch facility. Contact: 

Paul Eckholm, CGCS, Heritage Links Golf Club, epeckholm@msn.com 

C o m p a n y / P e r s o n Commitment Value 

Glenn Rehbein Companies Site Survey OPEN 

Turf Supply Company Product OPEN 

Hartman Construction Services OPEN 

Paul Eckholm, CGCS Rotary Mower $ 2 0 0 

Plaisted Companies Materials OPEN 

Eureka Sands Materials OPEN 

Greenlmage Sprayer $ 1 , 0 0 0 

DTN Weather Services Satellite System $ 1 , 5 0 0 

Rick Fredericksen, CGCS Vacuum $ 8 0 0 

Rob Panuska 1 8 Cups $325 

Century Rain Aid 6 Irrigation Heads $ 9 5 0 

Miltona Turf Products Turf Maintenance Tools $325 

Paul Eckholm, CGCS Reel Maintenance OPEN 

Hydrologie Irrigation Materials $2 ,000 

Gill Miller Inc. Design Services $ 3 , 5 0 0 

E-Z-Go Golf Cars Workhorse $ 5 , 0 0 0 

E-Z-Go Golf Cars Workhorse $ 3 , 5 0 0 

Bonestroo & Assoc. Design, Construction, Services OPEN 

Twin City Seed Bentgrass Seed $ 4 0 0 

Simplot Partners Fertilizer Products $5 ,000 

North Star Turf Two Mowing Units $33 ,819 

North Star Turf Top Dresser $7 ,495 

MTI Distributing, Inc. Three Mowing Units $48 ,423 

Without you, who knows where we'd be. 
Thanks for placing our products where they 
belong» On your golf course. 1 -888-893-2433 B E 3 F 

mailto:epeckholm@msn.com

