
GCSAA Introduces New 
On-Line Education Program 

Participating in continuing education can be difficult in 
a profession where much of the day is spent on the golf 
course. To enhance accessibility for its members, the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) 
is adding to its on-line education programming. 

"The Art and Science of Maintaining a Functional Putting 

Green" is now offered using on-line, streaming video tech-
nology. The new course features Milt Engelke, Ph.D. at 
Texas A&M University, and focuses on the components of a 
functional root zone and its importance in managing a top 
quality putting surface. The physical, chemical and biolog-
ical components of the root zone are discussed in detail for 

both native soil and sand-based root 
zone greens. 

"We are excited about adding 
another on-line class to our 
curriculum," said Hannes Combest, 
GCSAA director of education. "We 
believe that in order to provide quality 
education for superintendents in the 
most accessible manner, this will be 
the path we need to take. We are plan-
ning two more courses that will be 
available by fall." 

The class takes approximately 3.5 
hours, and is broken into 20-minute 
segments to make it easy for the busy 
superintendent to complete in multi-
ple sittings. Students who successfully 
complete the course and exam will be 
awarded .35 CEUs. 

Topics covered in Engelke's course 
include: 

+ Environmental limitations for 
bermudagrass and bentgrass on 
putting greens. 

+ Physical characteristics of the root 
zone, optimum for the plant growth 
and development. 

+ Mechanics of perched water table, 
layering and positive and negative 
results. 

+ Flushing greens versus leaching . 
+ Soil amendments, root zone activ-

ity and managing organic matter. 
Registration for the seminar is 

available at www.gcsaa.org/learn/ 
self study / artandscience.html. 

For more information: Contact 
Nicolas Shump, GCSAA education 
sales and program coordinator, at 
785-832-3650. 
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SEEDING, SODDING 
OR NEEDING YOUR TURF REVITALIZED 

Difference? Like 
Night Versus Day! 
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In June of 1998 we got 11 inches of rain - including over 6 inches in a single day! 
Our No. 1 fairway was under water for a week and the turf that didn't get washed 
away was flood-killed. 
In August, I slit-seeded the fairway, applying Launch to one side of it to see if it 
would make a difference. The difference was amazing - like night vs. day! And 
you could still see it until our third monthly application when the whole fairway 
was treated with Launch. 
We're using it now with great results on all our par 3 tees and driving range tees. 
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