
Green Waste Recycling 
Recommended by GCSAA 

Golf course superintendents often face environmental ques-
tions regarding their management practices. One such ques-
tion is the disposal of green wastes such as grass clippings, 
leaves, brush and other vegetative trimmings. Many states 
have passed laws banning clipping disposal. GCSAA encour-
ages superintendents to recycle green wastes generated on 
golf courses. 

Whenever possible, grass clippings are not collected. 
Clippings allowed to fall to the soil will return nutrients and 
organic matter. This practice is sometimes limited by the aes-
thetics and playability demanded on certain areas of the golf 
course, such as tees and greens. And under the right condi-
tions, clipping return may encourage the spread of turf dis-
eases at certain times of the season. For these reasons, return-
ing clippings to the turf may be limited to roughs and fairways 
and the time of season. Mowing frequently to keep clippings 
short is a method of enhancing the appearance of the turf 
because it encourages rapid clipping degradation on the play-
ing surface. 

The dropping of leaves in the fall presents challenging man-
agement options for their removal. One option is to mulch the 
leaves with mowers directly on the turf. Similar to grass clip-
pings, leaves provide nutrients and organic matter for the soil. 
Also similar to clipping return, mulching leaves is limited to 
fairways and roughs because of playability constraints. Many 
superintendents blow leaves off fine turf areas into roughs and 
then proceed with mulching. Mulching mowers can expedite 
the exercise of grinding the leaves into fine particles. 

Brush can be shredded for use as landscape mulch. When 
processed through grinding and shredding equipment, 
woody brush and trimmings make an excellent landscape 
mulch for use around plantings and walkways. Mulch con-
serves soil moisture, prevents weeds and adds valuable organ-
ic matter to the soil. 

Green wastes can be composted on the golf course. If clip-
pings, leaves and brush cannot be directly added back to the 
course because of operational constraints, they can be com-
posted in a compost pile. Such materials readily degrade to 
rich organic composts to use as soil amendments when a few 
key management techniques are used. These include grinding 
all coarse material, blending green fleshy material with woody 
materials, frequently turning the pile and providing adequate 
moisture. Detailed composting information is available from 
most state agriculture extension agents or universities. 

Homeowners are encouraged to leave the clippings on their 
lawns, to use slow-release fertilizer and to mow every five to 
six days. Bagging grass clippings only contributes to the land-
fill problem and shouldn't be necessary if lawns are mowed 
regularly. 

Recycling on Golf Courses 

Today's world has placed a renewed emphasis on both vol-
untary and mandatory recycling. New technology has given 
many former waste products a second chance. GCSAA supr 
ports the recycling effort and encourages its members to con-
serve and recycle. 

Recycling is a process that leads to the reuse of wastes. This 
process consists of collecting, transporting, sorting/grading, 
storing and processing. Golf course wastes that can be recy-
cled include used motor oil, tires, batteries, cardboard, pesti-
cide rinsate, grass and tree clippings, solvents and, in some 
states, pesticide containers. 

Recycling makes economic and environmental sense. By 
reducing waste disposal, landfill space can be preserved. Some 
experts estimate that grass clippings and yard wastes make up 
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•Golf Course Materials and Services 
•Topdressing Sand(USGA Approved) 
•Custom Blended Greens Mix 
•Bunker Sand 
•Cart Path Aggregates 
•Decorative Rock 
•Washed Drainage Rock and Sand 
•Rll Material 
•Pulverized and Screened Topsoil 
•Prompt Delivery 
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Sand & Gravel Inc. 

13530 Willandale Rd. Phone: (763) 428-2393 
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Green Waste Recycling-
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Agency projects that half of the country's 6,000 landfills will 
reach capacity and close by the late-1990s. Therefore, some 
states are passing recycling mandates and legislation banning 
yard wastes from landfills. 

Golf course superintendents in many states are faced with 
legislation aimed at specific types of wastes generated by golf 
courses. Many superintendents voluntarily recycle even 
though there are no mandatory state laws requiring participa-
tion in recycling programs. As landfill disposal costs begin to 
rise, recycling may become the most economical method of 
waste disposal. 

Whenever possible, superintendents recy-
cle grass clippings. 

Grass clippings can be recycled by spread-
ing them along the rough and around trees. 
Composting the clippings is also an option. 
Compost is an excellent growing medium 
that promotes fast germination and can 
reduce fertilizer use. Recycling grass clip-
pings provides valuable nutrients that 
improve the soil. 

Whenever possible, superintendents recy-
cle pesticide rinsate. 

An alternative to disposal of pesticide 
waste is recycling pesticide rinsate in the 
field. According to an EPA research work-
shop, pesticide rinsate recycling is "economi-
cal, technically uncomplicated, provides total 
containment, may be adapted to specific site 
situations and minimizes the amount of 
wastewater that must be treated and disposed 
of." Superintendents who utilize this practice 
are encouraged to build a catchment and stor-
age system for pesticide rinsate intended for 
reuse. This facility should be in compliance 
with state and local regulations. 

Encouraging or requiring composting of yard waste. 
Making the state a market for recycled goods by requiring 

or encouraging state agencies to buy products made from 
recycled materials, to use compost material whenever possible 
and to recycle their own wastepaper. 

Offering tax incentives to companies or organizations that 
buy recycling equipment. 

Providing funds for private research and development and 
low-interest loans to recycling companies. 

Requiring recycling instruction in schools. 
Financing processing centers for recyclables. 
You can work with your superintendent to start a commu-

nity recycling program. 

Used Tires and Motor Oil 
Can Be Recycled 

Used tires and motor oil from golf course 
maintenance equipment and golf cars can also 
be recycled. Tire and oil distributors and local 
recycling companies should have information 
regarding recognized tire and motor oil recy-
cling centers. 

Trends in State Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Legislation in Effect 

In Some States 

Banning certain materials — such as lead-
acid batteries, oil, tires and yard wastes — 
from landfills. 

Assessing advance disposal fees on the 
purchase of hard-to-
dispose-of products. 

Outreaches The 
Pretty Boys 
That's The Beauty Of A National. 
21" of reel outside the wheel. That's a 
claim the others can't make. With a 
National's flexible design, sand 
bunkers, curbs, or any trimming 
tasks are well within reach. 

Contact us for a test drive: 
1-888-907-3463 
www.nationalmower.com 

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY 
700 Raymond Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
Fax (651) 646-2887 

Email sales@nationalmower.com 
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