
Minnesota OSHA Clarifies Guidelines For 
Roll-Over Protective Structures (ROPS) 

By TERRY MUELLER 
Metro Safety Director, Occupational Safety and Health Division 

It has come to my attention that there is some confusion 
regarding the use of roll-over protective structures (ROPS) 
on non-agricultural equipment. 

Minnesota OSHA published a draft standard in the State 
Register on March 25, 1996, along with a request for in-
put from interested parties. In my "Open Letter to All In-
terested Parties," dated March 29, 1996,1 explained that 
while Minnesota OSHA is considering promulgation of this 
proposed standard, we would not enforce the use of ROPS 
in programmed inspections. In the end, after MNOSHA 
reviewed the comments and concerns of those who respond-
ed to the notice, we decided it was not necessary to pursue 
a standard at this time. 

Our current enforcement policy for ROPS for non-
agricultural equipment is to address it only in the event 

of an accident investigation, and if applicable, utilize the 
General Duty Clause of the MNOSHA Act to address this 
recognized hazard. 

We recommend that employers establish voluntary 
guidelines for safe work conditions under which employees 
may use riding mowers without ROPS. These guidelines 
should address hazards such as the maximum slope that 
can be cut safely, wet grass condtions and uneven terrain. 
This would allow employers to administratively address 
the hazard of a potential rollover. As a consequence, if such 
guidelines are incorporated into their Safety and Health 
Program and enforced, then MNOSHA would not issue ci-
tations for lack of ROPS because the employer took posi-
tive action to eliminate the hazard. 

Aercore ™ 800 ADD VERSATILITY WITH: 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Point Douglas Drive S. 
Hastings, MN 55033 
Phone: (612) 437-7747 
Fax: (612) 437-3483 

Window attachment 
Mini tine kit 

FEATURES: 
Very good hole quality. 

Adjustable depth control down to 4 inches. 

Very productive 32-inch coring swath. 

Four-speed transmission covers a large 
variety of coring needs: 

1st gear: mini tines 2x1.4 inch pattern 
2nd gear: 2x2 inch pattern 
3rd gear: 2x2.6 inch pattern 
4th gear: 2x3 inch pattern 

A wide variety of tines available to meet 
the varied needs of turf professionals. 

Tubular tines are available in 3/8-inch, 1/2-inch, and 5/8-inch; 
open sided in 1/4-inch, and solid in 1/4-inch and 5/8-inch. 

Same Flexi-link mechanism as used on the larger-frame aerators. 

Simple design with fewer moving parts. 

Easy to service thanks to excellent access to moving parts. 

Two year warranty. 


