Poa Annua Reptans — Creeping Bluegrass

By DONALD B. WHITE and TROY D. CARSON

The first commercially available creep-
ing bluegrass cultivar is now available for
purchase. It has been named ‘DW-184.
‘DW-184’ is a dense, upright, dark green
turf that holds its color even under ex-
tremely low nutrient levels. Once estab-
lished, it produces very few flowers and for
only a short time in the spring. ‘DW-184’
has also displayed good resistance to a
variety of diseases.

Now that the initial goal of producing
a high quality Poa annua reptans has
been met, the Creeping Bluegrass Breed-
ing Project continues to work on develop-
ing other new cultivars with still
improved disease resistance, reduced
flowering and winter hardiness.

Numerous creeping bluegrass trials
continue to be evaluated. One of the selec-
tions in the trials has not flowered for two
consecutive years. Another trial will be
initiated this spring with a portion of a
sand green constructed in 1997 to be seed-
ed with new creeping bluegrass selections
from the breeding program.

You can visit our web site for more in-
formation about the breeding project and
‘DW-184. You may visit our web site at:
http://www.hort.agri.umn.edu/cbg/cbho-
me.htm

Creeping Bluegrass
And Creeping Bentgrass
Competition — Compatibility

The turfgrass population on golf course
greens is continuously changing in adapt-
ing to the changing environmental con-
ditions. Most greens have ‘a mixed
population of creeping bentgrass and Poa
annua. Each species seems to perform bet-
ter in particular niches and during differ-
ent periods of the growing season. Since
it seems inevitable that most greens will
have a mixed population, we have initiat-
ed research to track population changes
over time and to ascertain compatibility
of creeping bluegrass and creeping bent-
grass mixed seedings. One objective of
this research is to identify population ra-
tios that result in high quality turf.

The first planting was seeded on native

University of Minnesota

soil, topdressed with sand, in the
fall of 1997 with mixtures consist-
ing of two creeping bentgrasses and
three creeping bluegrasses in ratios
of 100:0, 75:25, 50:50, 25:75 and

0:100, by seed count. A second seed-
ing, on a sand green, is planned for
the spring of 1998 with two creep-
ing bentgrasses and two creeping
bluegrasses using the same ratios.

Prinsco PE pipe will keep your
greens and fairways dry...
and always ready to play.
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