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Great Grandfather Carl Fabian aboard his new Worthing-
ton tractor. This picture was taken in 1944. 
he wound up in Winona, Minnesota and was commissioned 
to design Winona Country Club in 1919. Upon the open-
ing of the new club in 1920 Ben Knight stayed on as the 
Golf Pro for the next 31 years and retired in 1951. Winona 
Country Club is in a beautiful setting. It takes you out of 
typical Minnesota landscape and puts you in a New En-
gland setting such as Vermont. It is located in a deep val-
ley with high, cliff-like, heavily wooded hills surrounding. 
The geology is so different than the average Minnesota 
Prairie Golf Course. 

Carl Fabian (Ron's father) became Superintendent in 
1939 and retired from the course in 1953 at which point 
Ron Fabian took over. Ron, of course, grew up on the course 
and began working as a 12-year-old making $22.50 per 
60-80 hour week during the summer. As Ron explains he 
did everything that had to be done in a crew of 3-4 men. 

In 1964 construction began on the second nine and 
opened in August of 1966, thus Winona Country Club be-
came an 18-holer. Three tennis courts, automatic irrigation 
and, swimming pool completed in the mid 70's brought the 
course into "Country Club" status. 

In high school Ron became a musician specializing as an 
accordionist. He often brought his accordian to school and 
would leave directly from school for a gig. This was his se-
cond love and he found it to pay more than he could make 
on the golf course. He never abandoned the golf business 
(because of the fickleness of people in entertainment), music 
was his social expression. He got to travel far and wide, he 
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I have often said that it is easy to write about someone 
who has a lot of interests and I am sure that individual 
has been found in the person of Ronald C. Fabian. Gener-
ally we write about former Superintendents. This gentle-
man has been around so long that I was sure retirement 
had taken place. Not so! The name Fabian has been as-
sociated with Winona Country Club since 1939. It was 
Ron's father who started work as Golf Course Superinten-
dent at that time. 

I had met Ron in March of 1953 at the 25th Annual Turf 
Conference held at the Curtis Hotel in downtown Min-
neapolis. He was there to pick up as much information as 
possible so he could replace his dad as Golf Course Superin-
tendent that Spring. Thus as I began looking for retired 
"Soups," you would think that 45 years later Ron would 
qualify. 

To digress for a moment — it might behoove us to know 
that Winona Country Club was opened in 1920 as a nine 
hole course. The course was deisgned by Ben Knight, a 
Scotsman from Aberdeen, Scotland. He seemed to have 
been a multi-talented individual. He was born in 1889 and 

Ron Fabian working on his Worthington "Overgreenthe 
forerunner of triplex green mowers. Son Dennis is interest-
ed in Mom the photographer. The "Overgreen" had one 
mower mounted between the large wheels and two follow-
ing. The operator was accessible by the long handle-bars. 
Photo taken in 1955. 
emigrated to the USA in 1909 as a 20-year-old with a back-
ground in engineering. His talents led him into many en-
deavors in many parts of the country. Several of his jobs 
were in association with the construction of Golf Courses. 
After a short hitch in the U.S. Army during World War I, 
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watched lovers spoon, bar room brawls, played at weddings, 
wakes and corporate parties. Even afer he was appointed 
Golf Course Superintendent of Winona Country Club in 
1953 (succeeding his dad) Ron worked days at the golf club 
and played with the band at night. 

Ron has played all the "big-time clubs" in Minnesota and 
some better known out-of-state. Ron played the old Prom 
Ballroom on University Avenue in St. Paul, Schliefs Little 
City around the corner from my place in Inver Grove 
Heights, Marigold Ballroom on Hennepin Avenue in Min-
neapolis, the Play more in Rochester, Minn., Avalon Ball-
room in La Crosse, Wis., Pine Island Pavilion, George's 
Ballroom in New Ulm and the list goes on including a twice 
a year trip to Chicago to play the Aragon Ballroom on the 
North Side and the Trianon on the South Side. As we all 
know many of these ballrooms have disappeared and Ron 
has been able to concentrate more on his first love — the 
golf course. 

When Turf Supply Company was an infant and this 
writer was trying his luck at sales, I would arrive at Wino-
na C.C. rather late in the afternoon (like 4:30) and would 
have to seek Ron at his Witoka Tavern and Dance Hall. 
He had bought this place in 1975. Joan, his wife, would 
open the bar about 3:00 p.m. and Ron would help close it 
at 3:00 a.m. the next morning. After about five years of 
working 12 hour nights and 12 hour days they sold it. Ron 
has been very generous in praise of his wife Joan who car-
ried the load for most of these enterprises. 

Ron's outside interests never cease to amaze one. At the 
time of this interview he had dropped his wife Joan off in 
Stillwater as she was conning the antique shops and shar-
pening her eye for value of furniture, jewelry, trinkets, 

Pictured from right to left are grandfather Ron, son Den-
nis, grandson Adam and grandson Lukus. 

dinnerware and all those things that go along with estate 
sales. You see, Joan and Ron also handle estate sales. 

Ron's son, Dennis, also has been a great support. Dennis 
started working for his father at age 16. Ten years ago he 
was named Assistant Superintendent. Dennis' son, Adam, 
(age 23) started working for Pat Shortridge in the pro shop 
and upon legal age joined the grounds crew. Grandson Lu-
kus (Dennis' son) is a two-year veteran of the grounds crew, 
ron and wife Joan have been married 46 years (1952). They 
have five children, 12 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Ron received his 45-year plaque from the MGCSA and has 
24 years as a member of the GCSAA. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

GOLF COURSE G.M. 
WANTED 

Golf Course General Manager 
wanted for a 9 hole course. Duties 
include supervision of grounds 
crew and clubhouse staff. Salary: 
$28,000-$35,000. 
Send Resume and/or letter to: 
SWAN LAKE COUNTRY CLUB 
P.O. Box 308, Pengilly, MN 55775 
Telephone inquiries, ask for Dan at 
218/885-1285. 

WANTED 
Axel Assembly for 

F-10 Jacobsen Mower 
or whole unit 

Contac t : G A L E N SABELKO 
Pr ince ton Valley Golf 
E a u Claire, Wisconsin 

(320) 732-3696 

FOR SALE 
Used 

TORO 474 1" BRASS 
QUICK COUPLER VALVES 

wi th s t a n d a r d cover. 
Requi res l l A" valve key. 

$15.00 each. 
Contac t : DAVID WOOD 

Oxbow CC 

(701) 588-4266 

FOR SALE 
1975 and 1976 Model 

National 84" Trim Mowers 
Good running condition. 

Good reel and bedknife stock. 
Ready to use! 

Best offer over $595.00 each. 
Contact: DOUG or JEFF 
at The Minikahda Club. 

(612) 926-4167 

HELP WANTED 
Aggressive, energetic, self starter 
needed to join our retail golf & turf 
equipment sales department. Ex-
perience in this type of sales is neces-
sary as are highly developed written 
and verbal communication skills. Ex-
cellent salary, commission and 
benefit package available! Send re-
sume and cover letter to: 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Pt. Douglas Dr. S. 

Hastings, MN 55033. 
Paid Advertisement 

FOR SALE 
C u s h m a n / B r o y h i l l 

240 gal. sprayer 
Model RC-1B sprayer control 

Excellent Condition 
$1,500 / Best Offer 

Contact: KURT HOVALDT 
Marshall Golf Club 

(507) 532-5164 

USED EQUIPMENT 
1992 Jac Turf Cat 

20 Hp gas • 2900 Hrs. 
Used to pick range balls, 
no mower deck with it, 
just the traction unit. 

$800.00 

1983 Giant Vac Blower 
14 hp Kohler 

Comes with hydraulics to 
run the air flow control. 

$600.00 

1983 Three Wheel Cushman 
with Vicon and no box 

1575 Hrs. 
$2,600.00 

Contact: GREG SPENCER 
Brookview Golf Course 

(612) 512-2353 
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE 

TO MEMBER SUPERINTENDENTS 
CALL OR FAX THE OFFICE 

(612) 473-0557 • Fax: (612) 473-0576 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-MGCSA-27 


