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The College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental 
Sciences (COAFES) has long had an integrated set of 
research, teaching and education programs in turfgrass de-
velopment/management, landscape ecology, urban entomol-
ogy and landscape materials development. These programs 
are carried out on the St. Paul Campus at the Landscape 
Arboretum and at other sites around the state. 

The Turf and Grounds Research and Education Center 
(TGREC) is being proposed for an approximately 1200-acre 
parcel located primarily on the Rosemount Research Center 
property in Rosemount, Minn. TGREC has several unique 
partnership possibilities between the University of Min-
nesota and other organizations and businesses. These 
potential partners include the Minnesota Turf and Grounds 
Foundation, the Minnesota Golf Association, the United 
States Golf Association and several area businesses. As the 
programs and facilities are developed, there is likely to be 
other important partnerships formed that will help sup-
port this facility on into the future. 

Related more specifically to the turf industry, a unique 
feature of the proposed Center will be its fully functional 
playing fields and golf courses that will allow for the study 
of various turf uses under conditions encountered in the 
"real world." Of the proposed golf courses, one 18-hole 
course would be designed for normal play with minimal dis-
ruption for research purposes and one 9-hole "research" 
course. In addition, areas will be set aside for more tradi-
tional resarch methods and projects. While these particu-
lar facilities are focused on the turf industry, they will also 
provide opportunities for short and long term evaluation 
of "sustainable" landscape design, landscape restoration, 
tree and shrub maintenance practices and IPM strategies 
for woody and herbaceous landscape plants. 

Continuing education for practicing professionals in the 
turf and grounds industry will be fostered through confer-
ences, workshops and seminars conducted at the Center. 
There will also be formal degree programs offered through 
COAFES. There may be additional programs conducted in 
partnership with other area and regional colleges as well. 

Following are a few brief examples of the types of projects 
to be undertaken at, or issues addressed, through the 
TGREC: 

• Turfgrass variety development, pest and cultural 
management strategies for golf courses, parks, sports fields, 

sod and seed producers, cemeteries and residential and bus-
iness lawns. 

• Landscape plant development, pest and cultural 
management strategies, including irrigation technology, for 
the same groups as mentioned above along with the ar-
boriculture and nursery and landscape industry. 

• Recreational facility management practices and their 
potential to impact ground and surface water resources. 

• Containment systems for fertilizers and pesticides to 
eliminate any adverse impacts to surface and ground water 
resources. 

• Environmentally friendly and sustainable recreation-
al and research facility design. 

The creation of TGREC will provide a focal point for the 
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JOHN DEERE 
1 0 UTILITY VEHICLE 

You'll Soon Understand Why 
"Utility" Is Its Middle Name. 

The 1800 Utility Vehicle offers tremendous work potential from 
one basic machine. Foot-controlled hydrostatic drive gives you 
an immediate advantage. Teamed with the gutsy, liquid-cooled 
18-hp engine, this drive system delivers infinite speed control 
for precise operation. Great for jobs ranging from spraying to 
spreading to hauling. Other advantages include power steer-
ing, cruise control, wide stance and simple access. 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Point Douglas Drive S. 

Hastings, MN 55033 
(612) 437-7747 • Fax: (612) 437-3483 
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College's current programs. The specially designed facili-
ties will greatly expand the capabilities of current faculty 
and staff. Beyond this obvious benefit, several others should 
also occur: 

1) The Center will enhance our ability to attract exter-
nal support and will provide the College with the only such 
facility in the nation. This will firmly establish the sig-
nificance of the University of Minnesota as an international 
leader in northern climate landscape material development 
and management. The potential partnership with the 
USGA will affirm the stature of our turf programs and fur-
ther strengthen our abilities to compete for grants and con-
tracts. 

It is only through the combined efforts 
of everyone's support that TGREC 

will become a reality. 

2) The availability of the Center will allow the College 
to conduct workshops, environmentally related youth pro-
grams, seminars attracting partnerships and general con-
ferences from around the nation and the world. 

3) The Center will positively influence our recruiting of 
both undergraduate and graduate students interested in 
turf mangement, nursery management, landscape con-
struction and maintenance, urban forestry/arboriculture 

QUALITY SUPPLIER OF TURF 

and related degree programs. For example, a two-year 
degree, offered in cooperation with area Technical Colleges 
(and perhaps others), will act as an additional source of four-
year majors. 

4) Net revenues from the Center's operations will help 
support research and teaching programs consistent with 
the mission of the College. This will have significant poten-
tial to reduce the dependence on recurring public dollars 
for support for the Center's programs. 

As you can see, the research, education and outreach pro-
grams of this Center contain something for everyone in 
Minnesota's Green industry. Whether you are a park su-
perintendent, arborist, cemetery grounds manager, golf 
course superintendent, grower and/or seller of landscape 
plants, sod grower or involved in the lawn and landscape 
service industry, this Center will be a mainstay for current, 
relevant applied research and education for your profession. 
However, it is only through the combined efforts of every-
one's support that TGREC will become a reality. 

Stay tuned for more information about this Center and 
how you and your organization can help make it a reality 
that benefits Minnesota's entire turf, landscape and 
grounds maintenance industries. 

If you have any questions or would like more informa-
tion about the TGREC project, please contact me, Bob 
Mugaas, Coordinator for TGREC. I can be reached by phone 
at (612) 625-9234 or fax at (612) 624-4941. My address is 
University of Minnesota, 422 Alderman Hall, 1970 Folwell 
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108. 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION & 
RECONSTRUCTION 

• Washed and Regular Turf (Sod) in l1'2 yd. or 
up to 55 yd. Big Roll Size (42" Wide) 

TURF TYPES: 
• ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS BLEND 

• SPORTSTURF 
BLUEGRASS/P. RYEGRASS BLEND 
BENTGRASS 

• Golf Courses • Sports Fields 

NETLON ADVANCED TURF SYSTEMS 
Self-Cultivating means healthier turf 

and better drainage. 

NCTGA 
MSTMA 
SDGSA 
MTGF 

MGCSA 
WTA 
ISTMA 
TPI 

For Quality Turf Contact: 
(612) 674-7937 • FAX: (612) 674-7044 

8651 Naples St. N.E. 
Blaine, MN 55449 

NETLON MESH ELEMENTS AND MIXES 
For Compaction Resistance on cart paths, 

sports fields and other high use areas. 

For Quality Construction & Neltorf Products Contact: 
(612) 784-0657 • FAX: (612) 784-6001 


