
Environmental Efforts Taking Place 
At Rush Creek Golf Club 

By Mike Nelson 
Rush Creek Golf Club 

Rush Creek Golf Club is a new 
golf course that opened in 
'June of 1996. I have been 

fortunate in that I have been on staff 
as the Assistant Superintendent since 
the very early stages of this project. 
It has allowed me to experience all 
aspects of construction and grow-in. 
My turf management career began as 
a seasonal employee at Midland Hills 
Country Club in St. Paul. I enjoyed 
what I was doing and took a strong 
interest in Golf Course Management. 
From there I went to the turf manage-
ment program at Anoka Technical 
College and after graduation became 
the assistant at Stillwater Country 
Club. I was there for three years be-
fore moving to Rush Creek. 

During the off season at Rush 
Creek Golf Club we have taken time 
to better organize our environmental 
efforts and have become involved in the Audubon Program 
for Golf Courses. The property Rush Creek sits on has a 
wide variety of habitats and is home to many different wild-
life species. One such species that has been sighted is the 
rare Trumpeter Swan. The Trumpeter Swan is the largest 
waterfowl species native to North America. Most Trum-
peters weigh 21-30 pounds. The male is called a cob; the 
female is called a pen. With a wingspan over seven feet, 
these snow-white birds are truly spectacular. Standing on 
the ground, an adult trumpeter stands about 4 feet high. 
Trumpeters have broad, flat bills with fine tooth-like ser-
rations along the edges that strain water when the birds 
eat aquatic vegetation. Their long necks allow them to up-
root plants in four feet of water. Trumpeter Swans were once 
fairly common throughout most of the Northern United 
States and Canada, but hunting and millinery trade rapid-
ly reduced the population, and by 1900 it was believed that 
the species had become extinct. Fortunately there were 
populations that survived in remote parts of Alaska, Cana-
da and Montana. In 1935, the U.S. government established 
Red Rock National Wildlife Refuge in Montana to protect 
the remaining Trumpeter population. Habitat conditions 
quickly improved when restrictions were put on livestock 
grazing and hay cutting in the marshes, and more recent-
ly prohibiting the use of lead shot and lead fishing sinkers 

RUSH CREEK ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT MIKE NELSON at the entrance 
of the golf club which will host the MGCSA Amateur Championship on August 18. 

because of the danger of lead poisoning. Over the next 30 
years, Trumpeters were moved to several western refuges 
as far east as Hennepin County. Hennepin Parks has been 
involved in restoration since 1966. 

Due to Rush Creek's commitment to the environment and 
our desire to provide for a rare species, an option for us is 
to purchase trumpeter swans from a breeder and introduce 
them to the property in and around the golf course with 
hopes the birds will imprint at an early age and then return 
in coming years and someday possibly nest. I began 
researching the possibilities by telephone conversations 
with the DNR and people at Hennepin Parks. The immedi-
ate response that I received from both agencies was that 
golf courses are not a good situation for these birds due to 
all the fertilizer and pesticide runoff. They were also very 
skeptical as to our motives because they had a very stereo-
typical view of the golf industry, that is we're providing an 
artificial situation and our main concern was looking good 
no matter what the cost to the environment. I assured them 
our motives were driven by wanting to co-exist with the 
environment and that Rush Creek and the majority of golf 
courses today are taking measures to enhance the environ-
ment. When I asked how is it they viewed golf courses in 
this way, they said it was just their opinion and had no facts. 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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They are on the other side of the fence 
and I've come to find out they don't 
even know why! I challenged them to 
take a closer look at the golf indus-
try because there are a lot of good 
things going on out there regarding 
the environment. 

I scheduled a meeting with a wild-
life specialist at Hennepin Parks to 
further discuss the Trumpeter Swan. 
I presented her with aerial photo-
graphs of our property while explain-
ing the precautions we take to 
preserve the surrounding habitats. 
She was very receptive to what I had 
to say and approved of our efforts, 
which was encouraging. She provid-
ed me with valuable information 
regarding the swans along with a list 
of Trumpeter Swan breeders. We 
agreed to keep in contact and to let 
them know how our own restoration 
project turns out. It was a profitable 
meeting from various standpoints. 
Not only did I learn about the swans 
but I was able to share the efforts the 

golf industry is making toward a safe 
environment. 

Heightened public awareness of en-
vironmental impacts and the demand 
for environment quality has affected 
all of our lives. Golf has been no ex-
ception. Questions regarding golfs 
impact on the environment are in-
creasingly being asked by environ-
mental groups as well as the general 
public. We often find ourselves sur-
rounded by those in the turfgrass 

industry and we hear a lot of the same 
opinions. Ib be confronted by someone 
who is differing in opinion gave me 
the opportunity to share some facts 
and do some educating which I found 
very rewarding. 

(Editor's Note: Thanks go to Mike 
Nelson for contributing this article 
Reminder to all members that Rush 
Creek is the host course for the 
MGCSA Amateur Championship on 
August 18.) 
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Technical Specifications 

Length 24" 

Width 46" 

Height 34" 

Working Width 34" 

Spacing between 11/2" 
pellets 

Cutting depth 0-11/4" 

Weigth with weights 910 Ib 

Hopper capacity 3.35 ft3 

Seed density Fully adjustable 
for any type 
of speed 

Tractor required 17 HP, 1,300 Ib 

lift capacity 

PTO speed 540 rpm 
linkage Cat 2, 3 point link 

Ground speed Up to 6 mph 

Capacity Up to 64,800 ft2/hr 

i® 

Sow and play right away. 
It cuts the soil, opens the groove, 

sows the seed, and closes the groove 
all in one simple operation. 

VERTI-SEED 
Introducing the new way to overseed 
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Technical Specifications 

Length 24" 

Width 62" 

Height 34" 

Working Width 50" 

Spacing between 11/2" 
pellets 

Cutting depth 0-11/4" 

Weigth with weights 1,300 Ib. 

Hopper capacity 3.35 ft3 

Seed density Fully adjustable 
for any type 
of speed 

Tractor required 22 HP, 1,650 Ib 

lift capacity 

PTO speed 540 rpm 
linkage Cat 2, 3 point link 

Ground speed Up to 6 mph 

Capacity Up to 108,000 ft2/hr 

Turf& Chemical Inc. 

7728 Commerce Circle 
Greenfield, Minnesota 55373 

Phone: 612.477.5885 
Fax: 612.477.6511 

Toil-Free: 800.925.8873 



Dave Sime uses a canoe to 
"get around" the course to inspect 
the greens. This is Na 14 green 

with only 1/4 of it showing. 

What a difference a couple 
of weeks can make. Only 

two weeks before the canoe, 
Dave had to use this to get 
around the course That's a 
serious snowblower, Dave! 

Don't put up with unplanned water 
hazards.. . 
10 times faster than other portable pumps, the self-priming, 
lightweight B U N K E R - P U M P E R can pump 280 G P M right 
down to the sand. Just throw it in a flooded bunker, ditch, 
or low lying area and let it pump all of the water out of the 
way. Bunker Pumper saves valuable manpower for the 
important projects that need to be completed on the course 
and is absolutely necessary after a heavy rain during your 
busy season. O T T E R B I N E ® — offering another quality 
water management product for your golf course. 

M T h e p u m p h a s p a i d for i tself in w h a t I h a v e 
s a v e d in l abor c o s t s " - J o h n C h a s s a r d , L e h i g h C . C . 

Moves 280 GPM 
10 times faster than traditional trash pumps 
Gets sand traps and low lying areas back into play quickly! 
Reliable Briggs & Stratton Engine 4 M i n u t e s Later•• 

r w i i • DISTRIBUTING CO. 14900 Twenty-first Avenue North • Plymouth, Minnesota 55447-4655 • Phone (612) 475-2200 




