
Preparing a Course for Winter 
By Tbm Feriancek 

Hastings Country Club 

(Editor's Note: Tom Feriancek, Hast-
ings C.C., was asked to give Hole 
Notes his procedure for preparing his 
course for the winter. This information 
may be helpful and perhaps we can ap-
ply this method to our own courses.) 

Mowing: We put our walk-behind 
greenmowers away and use our 
triplexes to mow greens after Labor 
Day. Normal height of cut is 5/32" but 
following aerification around Labor 
Day, it is raised to 11/64". After a 
stressful sommer we thought it 
beneficial to grow some roots and 
have a healthy turf going into winter. 
Our mowing frequency decreases 
with the cold temperatures and by 
mid-October greens are cut as need-
ed until the end of the month. 

Tbpdressing: Greens are given a 
light topdressing the first week of 
October. 

Irrigation: With fall comes the cool 
temperatures. It allows us to firm up 
the turf and force roots down for 
moisture. Irrigation is used very spar-
ingly until the lines are blown out the 
last week of October. 

Fertilizer: (All rates are per 1000 
sq. ft.) During the second week of Sep-
tember, greens and tees get 1/2 lb. of 
N & 1 lb. of K. Fairways are fertilized 
at the rate of 1 lb. of N & 1/2 lb. of K 
the last week in August. Greens, tees, 
fairways get a dormant feeding using 
Milorganite at the 1 lb. rate. 

Fungicides: Greens, tees, fairways 
receive 9 oz. PCNB October 15. Tbes 
are treated a second time the last 
week of October with Tersan SP for 

1995 Survey Update 
The Human Resource Committee is 

tabulating the results of the surveys 
it has received. These results will be 
available at the Conference in Decem-
ber. If you have not mailed your sur-
vey in, you can still do so. Call the 
MGCSA office (612/473-0557 or 
800-642-7227) if you need another 
survey. 

gray snowmold. Calo-clor is applied to 
greens at 3 oz. the first week in 
November. 

Green covers: We have 10 greens 
covered with Excelsior Blankets 
which are normally put on around 
November 15. Also, all greens are co-

vered with brush. Here's what Ibm 
considers most important in prepar-
ing the course for winter: A combina-
tion of a healthy dense turf, not overly 
stimulated with late season N, and a 
well-timed, calibrated and properly 
applied snow mold plant protectant. 

CORRUGATED POLYETHYLENE PIPE 

CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG 
and the distributor nearest you. 

Prinsco pipe 
will keep your greens 

and fairways dry... 
and always 

ready to play. 

, PRINSCO ino 
Manufacturer of GOLDFLO Dual-Wall and 
GOLDLINE Corrugated Polyethylene Pipe 

800-992-1725 


