Start Your Own Environmental Compliance Checklist
(Part 1)

By Robert D. Ochs
General Counsel

The tasks and complexities required for today’s regulatory
compliance may seem overwhelming to a golf course superin-
tendent. There are no fast or easy ways to accomplish com-
plete compliance. But developing a self-help checklist can help
you sort out your responsibilities as a professional golf course
manager.

The following suggestions and questions could serve as one
part of the regulatory assessment that you conduct at your golf
course facility on a periodic basis.

Pesticides

Do you have a current copy of state FIFRA regulations? FIFRA
is a federal law, but because it is enforced by the states, each
state is significantly different. If you don’t have copy of the most
recent state pesticide regulations, please contact your state pes-
ticide control official. Many states are adding significant changes
to pesticide regulations. It is important to update yourself on
a regular basis.

Do you have a complete inventory of chemical products with
the amounts on hand listed? The Hazard Communication Stan-
dard requires you to list all hazardous chemicals, including
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GREAT NEWS FOR OAK WILT
Alamo® Liquid Fungicide
A trunk-injected systemic fungicide
for control of certain wilt diseases
in Oaks and American Elm.
Alamo fungicide has just received registration in Minnesota,
after three years of sucessful testing in Minnesota and Texas, for

prevention and therapeutic treatment of Oak Wilt
and Dutch Elm Disease.

Call your Professional Sales Rep. for complete information.
1-800-551-4857 .. .or. .. (612) 454-3106

pesticides.

It is also important to keep track of amounts of unused pes-
ticides on hand. Part of any superintendent’s job is to keep the
amount of chemical wastes or unused pesticides to a minimum.
If you have pesticides that will not be used, you should make
immediate plans to properly dispose of them. Most states have
hazardous waste filing requirements for facilities that store as
little as 25kg (about 55 pounds) of waste products. To avoid com-
plicated paperwork and associated costs you should keep your
waste storage as close to zero as possible.

Even though your facility may not need to comply with com-
munity right-to-know regulations, your local fire marshal may
ask you to file a list of chemicals with their department. They
generally prefer lists with estimated quantities vs. material safety
data sheets (MSDSs). Some, however, may require MSDS sub-
mission.

It is also a good idea to list regularly used chemicals that have
re-entry requirements. This list will continuously remind ap-
plicators of such products to abide by these re-entry restrictions.

(Continued on Page 21)
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Environmental
Checklist—

(Continued from Page 12)
Pesticide Mixing/Loading Area

Do you monitor the soil in the area used
for mixing and loading the pesticides? It may
be advisable to conduct soil testing for pes-
ticide and nitrate residues in the mixing area.
EPA will most likely start testing these areas
at golf courses and in similar agricultural set-
tings in the near future. In addition, mix-
ing/loading pads will probably be required
for golf course operations by 1994.

Superintendents should start gathering in-
formation now and figuring the costs of such
pads into future budgets. Some states, such
as lowa, already have mixing/loading pad re-
quirements in effect.

Water Protection

Do you regularly test your ponds for pes-
ticide and nitrate contamination? Some states
now require the testing of golf course ponds.
Testing is one way to reassure concerned
citizens that your golf course is not pollut-
ing water sources. (Some ponds drain into
streams that eventually leave the golf course.)

It is extremely important to protect streams
or water bodies that eventually flow into pota-
ble water sources. In Texas, for instance, there
are hefty fines for those who pollute tribu-
taries of water bodies used for drinking water
supplies.

Do you have emergency procedures in
place to protect water sources in case you
have a pesticide spill? Workers should be
trained on how to contain chemical spills,
and a supply of absorbent packets should be
on hand.

FOR SALE

1979 Toro Rake-O-Vac
22 HP Wisconsin Twin Cylinder Engine
Completely Rebuilt in 1990

Fully Operational-Ready to Pick Leaves

$5,000.00

Contact: Dale Caldwell
The Minneapolis Golf Club

(612) 544-4474
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Model C2200APP

Designed and built for the rigors of tough com-
mercial use, an especially dependable
spreader for the money.

FEATURES:

* Large 50# capacity hopper

» Strong painted steel frame

» Stainless steel axle and twin double

nylon bushings for long life
o Jumbo 13 x 5.00-NHS turf tred tires

» Twin stainless steel spread pattern adjusting plates
All these features and more make this model a spreader you
depend on year after year.

Contact: Paul Jones. . .1-800-950-4288

Tee Shot Marketing, Inc.
PO. Box 487 « Pequot Lakes, MN 56472






