Sooty Mold

By Cynthia Ash
Assistant Extension Specialist

Frequently tree limbs and leaves are covered by an unsight-
ly, black, sooty growth called sooty mold. It may occur on any
tree or shrub but is most common on pine, elm and linden
(basswood).

Sooty mold is a fungus but is not considered to be a disease.
It lives saprophytically; that is, it does not infect living plant
tissue. The sooty mold fungus is often found on plants infest-
ed with sapsucking insects such as aphids, white flies or scales
which produce a sugary secretion called honeydew. This honey-
dew drips down onto leaves and branches, providing a food
base on which the sooty mold fungi can grow. Sooty mold may
also grow on sap or resin associated with wounds.

Heavy growth by the fungus can reduce photosynthesis but
does not harm the plant in any other way. We do not recom-
mend control of the mold itself; however, the presence of the
sooty mold is often an indication of insect activity which has
the potential for causing damage. Proper identification of the
insect is necessary to determine if chemical control is warrant-
ed. Light coverings of the mold will gradually disappear when
its nutrient source is eliminated and during dry weather. Sooty
mold can be physically washed off small plants if desired.

Sooty mold may be unsightly but seldom causes injury to
the host plant. It may signal an insect infestation; however,
proper identification of the insect is necessary to determine if
and when chemical treatment is warranted.
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* BUY DIRECT FROM THE GROWER, QUALITY SELECTION OF
B & B SHADE TREES, EVERGREENS, AND ORNAMENTALS

* WE INVITE YOU TO TOUR OUR GROWING RANGE
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Has it! Everything you need for
professional turf management.
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LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River, Ohio 44116
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O Non-burning; low salt index.
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Ed Long
Specialty Products
Territory Manager

913/897-5604

Why the Ex
stands for
Excellence...

in professional turf care.

QO Contains environmentally-oriented, non-leaching IBDU® slow-release nitrogen.
O Regionally formulated blends to meet your agronomic needs.

O Not dependent on soil temperature or microbial activity.

U 100% available nitrogen in a single growing season.

O Non-hydroscopic; flowable product.

Precision Turf
& Chemicals
Plymouth, MN
612/559-5293

Turf Supply
Company
Eagan, MN

612/454-3106




