
Golfs Environmental Impact 
Studied by Senate Group 

The Senate Subcommittee on Toxic Substances, Environmen-

tal Oversight, Research and Development convened recently 

to examine the use, regulation and potential health risk of com-

mercially applied chemicals on turfgrass. 

William R. Roberts, CGCS, secretary/treasurer of the Golf 

Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), tes-

tified on behalf of the golf course industry. 

Roberts, a golf course super intendent at Lochmoor 

Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich., was invited to represent the 

9,800 members of GCSAA. Also appearing were other experts 

in the field of environmental research and education. Subcom-

mittee chairman Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.) invited Roberts and 

GCSAA to appear because of GCSAA's recognized leadership 

in the field of turf management and research. 

In summarizing Roberts' testimony, Reid said, "I have been 

very impressed, for example, with Mr. Roberts, who represents 

people who have concerns.. .(and) think there should be more 

research that goes on and is willing to abide by whatever comes 

out of it." 

Reid went on to note that senators like himself can help in 

that process, by saying that ".. .you (GCSAA) don't have a dog 

in this fight, and you're just trying to find out, as we are, what 

is valid and invalid about the claims, and hopefully the govern-

ment has a role to help you in that regard." 

Roberts highlighted two areas in which GCSAA is con-

sidered to be the golf industry leader: groundwater 

research and educational programs. 

"Our concerns deal with the health and safety of the public, 

the golfers, and ultimately with the environment that we live 

in. . ." Roberts said. "We are willing, frankly, to put our money 

where our mouths are. We are going to do this research. . .with 

no preconceptions. . .and if we find out that the materials or 

management practices are scientifically valid, we'll continue 

to use those. If we find out that those materials or manage-

ment practices could adversely affect the environment or the 

public, we're determined to find solutions or alternatives so that 

we can maintain good golf courses and yet not impact the 

public." 

A recent study completed at Cape Cod, Mass., showed that, 

when used properly, virtually no turf chemicals move through 

the soil structure into groundwater and that golf courses that 

employ best management practices in their application of turf 

S M A L L 
KINDS OF 

GREEN 
WITHA 
MULE. 
Introducing the Kawasaki 

Mule. A new utility vehicle 
engineered to make turf care 
easier and quicker. A mighty 
454cc, 18 hp. liquid-cooled 
engine delivers torque and 
power smoothly and quietly. 
For nimble handling, there's 
rack and pinion steering and 
independent front and rear 

Let the good times vol 
" S I N C E 1949 - SATISFACTION G U A R A N T E E D " 

CUSHMAN MOTOR CO., INC. 
2909 E. FRANKLIN AVE., MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

(612) 333-3487 

suspension The Mule seats twa 
Has a tiltable cargo bed. 1,000 
pound total payloacLTows ¿000 
more with optional trailer hitch 
mount. And with its differen-
tial, it won't tear up the turf. 
But it will haul seed, supplies, 
machinery and more. Come in 
and get a Mule today. And 
start saving greens tomorrow. 

Thompson Commander Series 
Brass Rotor 

For over 80 years Thompson gear 
driven rotors have been operating on 
golf courses and commercial projects 
around the world. Long recognized 
as the world's finest, these units will 
make you forget there is such a thing 
as sprinkler maintenance. 

Thompson Gc 
V a l v e - i n - h e a d e lec t r i c o r hyd rau l i c 
W a t e r e f f i c ien t . N e a r pe r f ec t C U requ i r es less 
run t i m e p e r s ta t i on . 
P r e s s u r e c a n b e r e g u l a t e d f r o m t h e t o p w h i l e r e a d i n g 
t h e g a u g e m o u n t e d o n t h e t o p of t h e sp r i nk l e r 
7 y e a r ( n o n - p r o r a t e d ) w a r r a n t y 
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