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Odd looking growths on trees often give the impression that 
trees are stricken with a disease. These deformities, known as 
galls, are really caused by insects. 

Galls result when insects feed on new plant tissue in the 
spring. Insect saliva stimulates the otherwise normal plant cells 
to deform as they grow. These abnormal cells multiply and sur-
round the insect, creating a safe haven where it lives during 
the summer. 

Virtually all plants have galls, but we see them most often 
on maples, oaks, ash, hackberry, roses and spruce. Some of 
the common galls we encounter in Minnesota are maple vel-
vet gall, jumping oak gall, ash flower gall, hackberry blister gall 
and cooly spruce gall. 

Healthy, mature trees are not normally weakened or stressed 
by galls and control is applied to protect plants' appearence. 
Once galls are seen, it is too late for control during that season. 

If a very young tree or an evergreen is heavily infested, con-
trol is justified for next year. Healthy, mature trees that suffer 
through several consecutive years of heavy gall formation should 
also be treated. 

The best time to spray your tree varies with the specific gall. 
If it is desirable to treat your tree or shrub next year, identify 
the gall for the best time to spray in the spring. 

Anthracnose Abundant 
Following Wet Weather 
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Anthracnose is a fungal disease which infects ash, maple, 

sycamore, walnut, burl and white oak. 
Prolonged cool, wet weather this spring has resulted in abun-

dant leaf spot and defoliation. Symptoms are first evident on 
the new growth as it emerges. Purple to brown spots the di-
ameter of a pencil lead appear and expand rapidly to blight 
the entire leaf. Infected leaves are quickly shed by the tree, caus-
ing the owner to become alarmed. Persistent cool wet condi-
tions may cause dieback of the new growth in ash, oak, 
sycamore and walnut. 

If anthracnose is present for several seasons, it can weaken 
a healthy tree, making it vulnerable to attack by insects and 
diseases. Defoliation by anthracnose in an already weakened 
tree can result in decreased vigor and decline. Generally, fun-
gicides are not necessary. Benomyl (Benlate) is labeled for 
preventive application to shade trees. Preventive means it must 
be applied before the fungal infection occurs and reapplied on 
a regular basis through the cool, wet weather season. 

The vigor of the tree can be maintained by proper watering 
during dry periods. Fertilizer should be applied to soils defi-
cient in plant nutrients. Removal of fallen leaves and dead 
branches may limit the spread of the disease, especially on iso-
lated trees. 

VERTI-DRAIN® 

Works like a 
pitclxfork, 

It's amazing how simple the principle is and 
how well it res tores severely compacted turf. 

Greens, fairways, sports fields - anywhere 
you want to promote better root structure. 

Our deep tine aerators go deeper than 
any others - 10", 12" up to 16" deep. And 

our patented process that shat ters and 
lifts the turf like a pitchfork can't be 

duplicated. That 's why world-wide 
VERTI-DRAIN is the recognized 

leader. See it for yourself. 
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The sign of a 
proven winner 

At Northrup King, we're as uncompromising about 
turfgrass as you are.That's why every Medalist" Brand Turf 
Product goes through years of pre-testing in the lab and 
in the field. 

Our grasses establish fast, mow well and stand up to 
weather and disease. And each one is specially formulated 
for your climate and geographic area. 

If you want to seed with a proven winner, talk to your 
Northrup King distributor today. For 
more information call (612) 593-7333. j m ^ m f 
Or write Northrup King Medalist Turf H ^ M ^ ^ 
Products, PO. Box 959, Minneapolis, H ^ K S ^ k ? 
MN 55440. NORTHRUP KING 


