
JERRY ANDERSON AND 
GENE REITER TO RETIRE 

by THOMAS H. BROWN, CGCS 
Editor, DAKOTA TURF PRO'SE 

Jerry Anderson, A Sioux Falls, South Dakota native, will 
be leaving Dakota Turf Supply Inc. this spring after serv-
ing the golf industry in South Dakota for 29 years. 
Dakota Turf Supply Co. originated in 1050 as a partner-
ship. The partners were Cliff, Bea and Lonnie Anderson. 
It became a corporation in 1962. Jerry entered the com-
pany in 1960 and traveled as a salesman for 16 years. In 
1962 he became vice-president of the corporation. In 
1976 he left his sales position and moved into the office. 
When Lonnie passed away in 1982 he became president 
of the company and remained so until February 6 when 
the company was sold to Gary Viger and Bob Beck. 

Dakota Turf received Jacobsen's Distributor of the Year 
awards in 1976, 1977, 1982, 1983 and 1984. They were 
recognized for outstanding service by Jacobsen in 1978. 
Cushman has awarded them sales awards for 1978 and 
the years 1981 through 1988. Dakota Turf has been the 
only turf supply company in South Dakota since 1950. 

On to the good life, (L to R) Margaret & Jerry Anderson 
and Irene & Gene Reiter. 

and has 3 sons. Steve and Brian are employees of 
Dakota Turf and Travis is a student at Lincoln High 
School in Sioux Falls. 

Jerry received an outstanding service award at the annual 
meeting of the South Dakota Superintendents Associa-
tion in March. We thank you for your contributions to the 
golf industry and to golf course superintendents 
throughout this area. 

Jerry has been married to his wife Margaret for 30 years Gene Reiter, the Dean of Golf Course Superintendents in 

Duosan - the Double Duty' Fungicide. 
Duosan® turf and ornamental fungicide gives you sys-
temic and contact control of both turf and ornamental 
disease problems. Duosan controls Dollar spot, Brown 
patch, Copper spot, Red thread, Leaf spot, and more on 
turf, as well as major diseases on ornamental trees, 
shrubs, and flowers. 

Put the "double duty" fungicide to work for you. 
Contact your Sierra 
distributor today 
SIERRA 1-800-346-0201 
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Bloomington, !L 61701 
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RAIN BIRD GOLF 
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Complete Inventory 

Full Service Center 

Let Us Make Your Professional 

Intallatlons Easier and More Profitable! 

For complete Information call: 

BARTLEY/LINDSAY CO. 
9445 EAST RIVER ROAD 
MINNEAPOLIS,MN 55433 

P.O. BOX 874 
ST. CLOUD.MN 56302 

1 -800 -234 -6600 

1 -800-892-8584 

Hours: MON-FRl 8:00-5:00 



South Dakota, will retire June 16. Gene, a native of Sioux 
Falls, was born in 1924. His career in golf began after a 
three year hitch in the navy in World War II, marriage to 
Irene in 1947 and two years at Sioux Falls College. In 
1950 Gene signed on as a crew member at Minnehaha 
Country Club under Charlie Stringham and Don Rodvold. 
In 1953 he became the assistant to Cliff Anderson who at 
that time was a well known and highly respected superin-
tendent in South Dakota. Gene's education in Golf 
Course Maintenance grew rapidly and in 1956 he became 
the superintendent at Minnehaha Country Club. 

Gene has helped Minnehaha to gain the reputation as the 
best maintained golf course in the state and one of the 
top clubs in the midwest for the past thirty-nine years. It 
has been his experience in maintenance and construction 
that has earned him great respect in the state and made 
him the one to call when a course needed help with turf 
or construction problems. He has helped many courses 
in eastern South Dakota at one time or another and really 
enjoyed lending a hand to superintendents and greens 
chairmen with dead or troubled greens. He has also 
been involved with the construction of many of the nine 
hole golf courses in the area. The first was in Parker, So. 
Dakota in 1963. Gene and Ed Livingston, the golf pro at 
Minnehaha, teamed up to build a course. Gene then be-
came involved with the FHA when they began a program 
to fund golf course construction for small communities. 

The courses started being built in the early sixties, one 
right after the other. During the years 1963 through 1972 
he was involved with the design and construction of 
seven golf courses in eastern South Dakota. In the early 
seventies the government stopped this program. In 1975 
he undertook a major project at Brookings, where they 
remodeled a existing 9 hole course and added another 
nine to make a championship caliber course. Five years 
after completion brookings hosted the SDGA Medal Play 
Championship and the following year the SDGA Match 
Play. 

Gene has been a member of the Minnesota GCSA for 33 
years and a member of the USGA Green Section for 30 
years. He has also been a member of the Advisory Board 
of the Southeast Area Vo-Tech for 8 years. His most 
memorable year came in 1985 when he became, in 
March, the first President of the South Dakota Golf 
Course Superintendents' Association. Forming the 
SDGCSA was one of Gene's life long goals. In May he 
was elected to the South Dakota Golf Association's Golf 
Hall of Fame and a well deserved place in the history of 
golf in South Dakota. 

Gene has not just been taking care of a course all these 
years, but is an avid golfer as well. In 1965 he was one of 
the top 32 qualifiers in the state Match Play Champion-
ship. After playing in many tournaments during the 

CLASS UP YOUR COURSE 
WITH DETAILED SIGNS 

THAT ARE DURABLE 
AND AFFORDABLE 

FAIRWAY SIGN images are photographically transferred to a 
.020" thickness of anodized aluminum plate. The image is 
chemically sealed to insure readability up to 20 years of year 
round weathering, including UV light exposure. 

GRAPHICS are created by commercial artists depicting actual 
details of your course. Updated signs are available at substantially 
reduced rates as needed. 

SIGN FRAME is fabricated from 23/s" galvanized steel posts with 
a 14 gauge steel backing plate welded in place. Powder coated 
polyester paint is then baked on at 400°. 

OPTIONS — Frames are available in redwood or galvanized 
steel, single or double posts. Sign color options: silver, gold, 
green, brown, and blue. 

PRICES — Vary from $129 
double post frames. 

• $289 per sign depending upon redwood or steel, single or 

SIGN#TIFIC D E S I G N S 8105 DAKOTA LANE, CHANHASSEN, MN 55317 (612) 934-5558 Ext.211 FAX (612) 949-2334 



sixties his attention turned, in the seventies, to the golfers 
in his family. Gene has three sons and six daughters, he 
became one of the state's most avid fans and could be 
seen at golf tournaments all over the state following his 
sons, Bill and Jim. To this day he follows Jim, Bill, 
Grandson Steve and Daughter Kathy with binoculars or 
movie camera in hand. Kathy won the 1984 Girls' State 
High school Golf Championship. 

Gene's life work has also had an impact on the family. 
Son Bill is the Superintendent at Brandon Municipal Golf 
course and Jim, who worked with Gene on most of the 
courses he built, has a landscape and sod business in 
Sioux Falls. Jim also has built his own 9-hole Executive 
Course in Brandon and hopes to open that in June of this 
year. Son Dan and four of Gene's daughters are involved 
with lawn care and landscaping in Sioux Falls. 

The South Dakota Golf course Superintendents' Associa-
tion at their annual meeting in March awarded Gene with 
the outstanding service award. Congratulations, Gene, 
on a long and distinguished career. You have made a 
great contribution to golf. 

PREPARING FOR TURF 
STRESSES IN 1989 

by JAMES M. LATHAM, Director 
Great Lakes Region 
USGA Green Section 

Golf course superintendents must have more oppor-
tunities to learn than anyone in golf or in the turfgrass in-
dustry as a whole, and rightly so because there are so 
many facets of the game which demand their attention. 
In the gentler days, greens were everything as long as a 
golfer could drive a peg into the tee and the fairways 
were cut once or twice a week. Those days are gone 
forever and some Turf Advisory Service visits today are 
more involved in bunker quality than putting quality. 
What a fine compliment to those superintendent's turf 
managing abilities. 

Even so, we still do not know how to grow grass without 
leaves. Ultra close mowing does a great job of defolia-
tion which reduces the photosynthetic potential of the 
turf. It is necessary, then, to determine the minimum 
TRUE mowing height for the turf species and cultivar in-
volved. Some cultivars were selected under a quarter-
inch height of cut. Bench settings are the published part 
of the story and vary from machine to machine. The only 
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SCHUMACHER'S INC, 
Ask for Tom or Mark 

500 Maiden Street 
South St. Paul, MN 55075 
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