
m o w i n g . It'll c o s t m o r e , but no o n e can 

a r g u e the f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t . We are 

e x t r e m e l y h a p p y w i t h w h a t w e ' v e seen so 

f a r . T h e u n i t s h a v e p e r f o r m e d a d m i r e a b l y . 

I feel v e r y s t r o n g l y t h a t at o u r c o u r s e 

t h e l i g h t w e i g h t f a i r w a y m o w e r s are h e r e to 

s t a y . W e wiI! c o n t i n u e to m o n i t o r t h e 

p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e s e u n i t s all s u m m e r . 

J e r r y O d a s h h a s b e e n e x t r e m e l y h e l p f u l a n d 

v i s i t s u s f r e q u e n t l y to c h e c k on t h e 

p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e s e m o w i n g u n i t s . A t 

t h i s p o i n t in t i m e I c o u l d n ' t b e h a p p i e r 

a b o u t h o w o u r f a i r w a y s l o o k . I g u e s s I 

r e a l l y n e v e r k n e w w h a t a d i f f e r e n c e t h e 

l i g h t w e i g h t m o w e r s c o u l d m a k e . But s e e i n g 

is b e l i e v i n g a n d m a n y o f o u r m e m b e r s h a v e 

n o t i c e d the d i f f e r e n c e . 

IN SEARCH OF 
GREENER PASTURES 
by LEIF E R I C K S O N , C G C S 

B r i a r w o o d Go If C I u b 

BiI I i n g s , M o n t a n a 

( f o r m e r M G C S A d i r e c t o r ) 

I am s u r e e a c h o f u s h a s b e e n i n t r i g u e d by 

o t h e r p a s t u r e s . It is t h i s i n t r i g u e o f 

o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t s h u t t l e s us a r o u n d the 

c o u n t r y in s e a r c h o f g r e e n e r p a s t u r e s . 

T h e g r a s s i s n ' t a l w a y s g r e e n e r on the 

o t h e r s i d e o f t h e f e n c e . W h e n w e c r o s s a 

f e n c e o r two to s a t i s y o u r c u r i o s i t y , we 

a c q u i r e a b e t t e r p e r s p e c t i v e o f w h e r e we 

h a v e b e e n . 

I s u p p o s e R a n d a l l N e l s o n w i l l put s o m e 

h e a d i n g on t h i s l e t t e r , so s o m e o f you 

will r e c o g n i z e t h e n a m e . B u t , a f t e r t h r e e 

y e a r s a b s e n c e f r o m y o u r r a n k s , I am s u r e 
_ _ _ t L e t 

The National 
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National, Made in U.S.A., reel 
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their dependability, low initial 
cost, simple, functional design, 
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greater uptime! 
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A POWER QUINT H: PTO Driven 5-Gang. Highly 
maneuverable. Cutting units are interchange-
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84 for over 30 years. Cuts an l l ^ - f oo t swath. 

MODEL 84: New Steering assembly for more 
positive response, shorter turning radius and 
minimum maintenance. 84" cutting width. 
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m e t , 

To introduce m y s e l f , I am a n a t i v e 

M i n n e s o t a n from A u s t i n . I went to the 

U n i v e r s i t y of M i n n e s o t a for T u r f 

M a n a g e m e n t . I p e r s e v e r e d u n d e r D r . 

D o n a l d W h i t e . I was given the o p p o r t u n i t y 

to care for my home golf c o u r s e . A f t e r 

ten y e a r s , I thought I was dead and b u r i e d 

at the A u s t i n Country C l u b . B u t , I arose 

again and found new life in a new 

c h a l l e n g e , in a new p a s t u r e in Montana 

c a l l e d T h e B r i a r w o o d . Before I end this 

m e t a p h o r , you should know that the p a s t u r e 

is still the s a m e . T h e r e is j u s t a new 

head bu I I. 

Two of the p r o b l e m s in o u r p r o f e s s i o n are 

the lack o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s for upward 

m o b i l i t y within o u r club and the 

stagnation o f o u r m i n d s , a b i l i t i e s and 

training due to c o n s e r v a t i v e restraints 

imposed by b u d g e t s . I b e l i e v e it is this 

u n s a t i a t e d desire for c h a l l e n g e and 

recognition that d r i v e s a person to new 

p a s t u r e s . 

T h e r e is a recourse open to all G o l f 

C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s . That is the 

FOR QUALITY IRRIGATION! 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

hartley supply co. 
ST. CLOUD - BRAINERD - ALEXANDRIA 

p r o f e s s i o n a l recognition and c h a l l e n g e 

a v a i l a b l e to you as a m e m b e r o f the 

M i n n e s o t a Golf Course S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s
1 

A s s o c i a t i o n and even b e y o n d that the G o l f 

C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s
1

 A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

A m e r i c a . T h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f f e r you an 

outlet for your p r o f e s s i o n a l s k i l l s , 

recognition among your p e e r s , a new 

perception within your c l u b , and u p w a r d 

m o b i l i t y as an o f f i c e h o l d e r of these 

a s s o c i a t i o n s . When I was elected to the 

MGCSA Board o f D i r e c t o r s , I w a s extremely 

proud and g r a t i f i e d , that among my p e e r s , 

I w a s j u d g e d responsible enough to hold 

o f f i c e . T h i s esteem p r o m o t e s a new 

c o n f i d e n c e , p u r p o s e , and m a t u r i t y . T h i s 

initial a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t and recognition by 

my c o l l e a g u e s is s i n g u l a r l y the h i g h l i g h t 

o f my p r o f e s s i o n a l c a r e e r . H o w e v e r 

c i r c u m s t a n t i a l , I truly regretted leaving 

the Board o f D i r e c t o r s and your fine 

a s s o c i a t i o n . It was the c o n f i d e n c e that I 

had gained from the a s s o c i a t i o n that 

a c t u a l l y m o t i v a t e d my d e c i s i o n to accept a 

new chaI I e n g e . 

My m o v e to B i l l i n g s and T h e B r i a r w o o d 

proved to be a t r e m e n d o u s learning 

e x p e r i e n c e and tested every p r o f e s s i o n a l 

skill I p o s s e s s . I j o i n e d the W y - M o n t 

G o l f C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s A s s o c i a t i o n 

and have recently been e l e c t e d to the 

Board o f D i r e c t o r s . It is a great thrill 

to be recognized t h i s w a y . In 1 9 8 5 , I was 

selected to the P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e 

o f the G C S A A . I find a great f u l f i l l m e n t 

in t h e s e i n v o l v e m e n t s . 

S o m e t i m e s a p r o f e s s i o n a l change is 

n e c e s s a r y for your own well b e i n g . B u t , 

the intrigue o f o t h e r p a s t u r e s should not 

be the c a u s e o f d i s r u p t i o n in your c a r e e r 

and the d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with o n e s s e l f . 

You have great o p p o r t u n i t i e s within the 

c o m r a d e r i e of your p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s . You can realize your d e s i r e 

for p r o f e s s i o n a l recognition by b e c o m i n g 

involved right within your own p a s t u r e . 

The hue o f g r e e n e r g r a s s really d e p e n d s on 

your p e r s p e c t i v e . 

FOR RENT 

V e r m e e r 4 4 - i n c h T r e e S p a d e by the week 

d a y . Call 6 1 2 / 4 4 5 - 8 7 4 2 . 
or 
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