
TEARING UP TARTAN 

by JOE MORIS 
Supe r i n tenden t 
T a r t a n Park Golf Course 

T a r t a n Park is a recreat ion area fo r 3M 
employees and the i r gues ts . T h e Park 
covers 483 acres and has mul t ip le uses 
tha t consist of 4 l i gh ted ba l l f ie lds w i t h 
pa r t i c i pa t i on of 120 teams, 12 tenn is 
c o u r t s , 2 large pav i l ions , 1 mini pav i l i on , 
Radio Con t ro l A i r p l ane C l u b , Ham Radio 
C l u b , As t ronomy C l u b , 2 bocci bal l 
c o u r t s , 2 Fr isbee gol f courses , 4 sand 
vo l leyba l l c o u r t s , 4 horseshoe c o u r t s , 2 
footbal l f i e lds , a na tu re cen te r , groomed 
snowmobile and c r o s s - c o u n t r y t ra i l s and , 
u n t i l t h i s w i n t e r , downh i l l s k i i ng and 
t u b i n g w i t h f i ve rope tows and 6 snow 
mak ing machines. T h e sk i h i l l has now 
been lowered by 37.5 feet f o r the new 
18th hole wh ich gets me to the a r t i c le I 
in tended to w r i t e . 

In 1975 the problems b e g a n . . . r a i n , ra in , 
and more ra in ! T h e creek f rom Lake Elmo 
wh ich had been d r y d u r i n g my l i fet ime 
began to r u n . I t des t royed two of ou r 
n icest holes and pa r t i a l l y des t royed two 
o t h e r s . T h e flow stopped about one year 
l a te r , j us t long enough to allow us to 
r e b u i l d f ou r holes only to see them 
d isappear in the " f l o w " again in 1978. 
Yes! T h e y are s t i l l under several feet of 
wa te r . 

"Enough wa i t ing fo r the water to recede,11 

said 3M management. We d id not want to 
r econs t ruc t the old back n ine an t i c i pa t i ng 
some day to recover i ts o r i g ina l beau ty . 
So, on w i t h a complete new nine hole 
course and a redes ign of the 17th and 
18th holes of the o ld back n ine to allow 
access to the C lubhouse f o r the new 
course . 

We d i v i ded the con t rac t in to s ix 
schedules: 1) heavy ea r thmov ing ; 2) 
b u i l d i n g greens and tees; 3) i r r i g a t i o n ; 
4) seeding and sodd ing ; 5) pumping 
s ta t ion ; and 6) t rees and s h r u b s . T h e 
tota l cost o f th is pro jec t is two mi l l ion 
do l la rs . 

T h e new eleven holes a re go ing to be an 
e x c i t i n g chal lenge fo r me. Upon 
complet ion we wi l l have 27 acres of p ra i r i e 
g rass and w i ld f lowers and a new 1600 
g . p . m . m u l t i - p u r p o s e pump ing s tat ion 
tha t wi l l do the fo l low ing : supp ly the new 
double row i r r i g a t i o n system, dewater the 
o ld back n ine in to f i ve lagoons on the 
new course, i r r i g a t e f ou r ba l l f ie lds and 
the o ld back n ine wh ich we hope to keep 
pa r t i a l l y ou t of the wa te r . 

Holes 1, 9 and 18 requ i r ed 200,000 ya rds 
of d i r t mov ing and 1140 feet of 36 inch 
sewer p ipe whi le s tay ing c lear of an 
ex i s t i ng 24 inch gas main. These t h ree 
holes g rea t l y c o n t r i b u t e d to the cost . 

Cons t ruc t i on began d u r i n g an ex t remely 
wet Oc tobe r , 1984. A t Chr is tmas we were 
90% complete w i t h the heavy ea r thmov ing ; 
in my mind ahead of schedule. 

We are p lann ing to seed d u r i n g the 
second week of A u g u s t , 1985 w i t h p lay 
beg inn ing ear ly J u l y , 1986. Did you ever 
make promises to y o u r Greens 
Committee??? 

1985 and '86 are go ing to be b u s y . We 
are also complet ing a 9, 375 square foot 
Maintenance B u i l d i n g and two new mini 
pav i l i ons . 

O u r Maintenance crew consists o f t h ree 
f u l l t ime employees, i nc l ud ing myse l f , one 
permanent pa r t t ime and ten seasonal 
employees. O u r go l f course is maintained 
w i t h less than 300 work hours per week. 

I am look ing f o r w a r d to hos t ing the 
M . C . C . S . A . soon. 

FOR SALE 
1. 7-1979 - 7 blade spar tans 
2. 1960 In te rna t iona l cub T r a c t o r / r o t a r y 
3. 1972 S impl ic i ty Garden T r a c t o r / 48" r o t a r y 

42" snow blower £ 36" ro to t i l l e r 
4. 1968 Jacobsen T u r f k i n g 
C A L L JIM L I N D B L A D , 473-6955 


