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I t looks l i ke Dale Caldwel l caugh t the 
b igges t f i sh at Mi l le Lacs Lake, an e igh t 
pound wal leye. Rumor has i t tha t he was 
seen coming out of Mor rey ' s F ish House 
w i t h a package unde r his arm (about the 
size of an 8 pound walleye) . 
Congra tu la t i ons a re also in o r d e r f o r Dave 
K r u p p , Mike Redmond and Ly le Olson f o r 
land ing the "e lus ive Mil le Lacs Lake S i l ve r 
S u c k e r " , a f i sh noted fo r i ts f i g h t i n g and 
g rea t leaping a b i l i t y . Aga in g u y s , a g rea t 
job of f i sh i ng ! A g rea t deal of t hanks go 
out to Wally Benson and his s t a f f f o r 
another super day of f i s h i n g , excel lent meal 
and f r i e n d l y a tmosphere. I know tha t eve ry 
one in a t tendance had a v e r y enjoyable 
o u t i n g . T h a n k s also go to Dan Mi l ler of R. 
L . Gou ld 's , R i cha rd Bersche i t of P & H 
Warehouse Sales C o . , and to R ick 
F reder i ckson of Ro l l ing Green C . C . f o r 
t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f knowledge and ideas 
tha t they shared w i t h us all in last month 's 
news le t te r . 

A c c o r d i n g to the 1984 Tax Reform A c t 
e f fec t i ve January 1, 1 985 anyone who has a 
company veh ic le wi l l be respons ib le f o r 
r eco rd ing all mileage. I f you comply , you 
wi l l keep y o u r business veh ic le tax 
bene f i t s . I f you fa i l to comply , the IRS wi l l 
disal low all deduct ions and c red i t s ( i . e . no 
deprec ia t ion , no investment c r e d i t , no o i l , 
gas o r maintenance deduct ions) regard less 
of how legi t imate y o u r a rguments may be 
r e g a r d i n g business use of the veh ic le . What 
i t amounts to is no da i ly mileage log - no 
deduc t ions . Also th i s must be done to 
p ro tec t y o u r c lub 's tax deprec ia t ion . I f th i s 
log is not p r o p e r l y mainta ined, besides the 
loss of the c lub 's deduc t ions , you wi l l be 
issued a form 1099 o r W-2 t r e a t i n g the 
va lue of the use of the veh ic le en t i r e l y as 
compensat ion. I would suggest you contact 
y o u r c lub 's accountant f o r a more exact 
exp lanat ion of p r o p e r l y keeping y o u r 
mileage log. 

Don ' t f o rge t to mark on y o u r ca lendar the 
date March 11 f o r the Min i -Seminar to be 
held at Majestic Oaks . I t sounds l ike a 
g rea t slate of speakers wi l l be on hand . 

CHANGING TIMES 
by KURT ERDMANN 

SUPERINTENDENT 
ROCHESTER GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

Golf course maintenance f o r t y yea rs ago was 
q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f rom today 's demand fo r 
pe r fec t i on . In 1944 I began w o r k i n g at 
So ld iers Field Munic ipa l Golf Course in 
Roches te r . T h e r e were th ree people 
employed f o r go l f course maintenance. One 
man d id the fa i rway mowing wh ich also 
inc luded mowing the co l lars w i t h one wheel 
r u n n i n g on the greens and c u t t i n g the tees 
w i t h the same mower w i th the t r a c t o r 
d r i v i n g r i g h t ove r t he tees. T h e second 
man would change the cups and come in 
ear ly in the morn ing to water the g reens 
and tees w i t h the old Ca l i fo rn ia t y p e 
s p r i n k l e r s wh ich had to be moved about 
f ou r t imes. T h i s le f t the t h i r d person to 
cu t g reens wh ich were mowed eve ry o the r 
d a y . We used a Wor th ing ton O v e r g r e e n 
wh ich was a walk beh ind t r i p l e x . T h e 
t r a c t o r would pu l l t he mowers tha t were 
ro l le r d r i v e n . O b v i o u s l y , t r i p l e x mowers a re 
not a n y t h i n g new b u t r a the r they are much 
more e f f i c i en t t oday . T h e y a re now 
hyd rau l i ca l l y d r i v e n and have a much 
smoother and supe r i o r c u t . We also had one 
18" T o r o pony greens mower. 

In those days t he re weren ' t many pest ic ides 
used compared to t he number used t oday . 
We would use mi lo rgan i te to f e r t i l i z e the 
g reens , in the s p r i n g and fa l l a mur ia te of 
potash would be mixed in and in the 
summer arsenate o f lead was mixed in to get 
r i d of insec ts . As I t h i n k back to those 
days , we d i d n ' t know what poa anna 
was we never had a n y . T h e p robab le 
reason f o r i ts non-ex is tance is the use of 
arsenate of lead and the re was as l i t t l e 
wa te r ing done as poss ib le. T h a t c h d id 
accumulate on the greens and to combat th i s 
we used a delmonte rake wh ich had to be 
pushed by hand to accumulate a two- wheel 
t r a i l e r load wh ich was removed f rom each 
g reen in the s p r i n g . T h e on ly o the r 
pest ic ides used were calo c lo r and th i ram 
fo r summer disease wh ich was mainly b rown 



pa tch . T h e calo c lor was also used in the 
late fa l l f o r snow mold. 24D was used f o r 
weeds. 

We d id topdress greens approx imate ly once 
per month us ing a hand pu l led t o p d r e s s e r . 
Two men would pu l l and one would p u s h . 
T h e topd ress ing mater ia ls were mixed o f f 
season us ing a 1 -1 - 1- m i x ; one sand, one 
soil and one peat . 

Tees got v e r y l i t t l e a t ten t ion ou ts ide of 
occasional f e r t i l i z i n g and w a t e r i n g . 
However , the last t h i n g we d i d in the fa l l 
be fore p u t t i n g the course to bed f o r the 
w in te r was to go to a farm and b u y ro t t ed 
manure . ( T h i s is a lot l i ke compost) . I t was 
spread on heavy by hand shove l i ng . T h e 
tees would be overseeded p r i o r to sp read ing 
on the manure . T h e tees a lways seemed to 
be in good cond i t ion the fo l lowing s p r i n g . 

Today in 1985 the go l f course is groomed to 
no end . T h e greens a re cu t da i ly a t 3 /16" , 
5/32" and some are even cu t at 1 / 8 " . Tees 
are cu t at ou r course on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and F r i days at 1 / 2 " . T h i s 
doesn ' t even seem to be sho r t enough . T h e 
fa i rways a re cu t eve ry o the r day and long 
holes again on Sa tu rday at 1 / 2 " . Roughs 
are cu t at 1 1/2" on Tuesdays and 
T h u r s d a y s . T r a p s a re raked w i t h a power 
rake da i ly and a re edged regu la r l y to keep 
a sha rp edge. D u r i n g the t h ree months of 
the warmer season we sp ray the g reens f o r 
f u n g u s on a p r e v e n t a t i v e basis eve ry 7 to 
10 days . T h e tees and f a i rways a re also 
sp rayed f o r f u n g u s . In the "40s we used 
f ou r pes t i c ides ; today we a re us ing dozens 
of pes t i c i des . . .maybe fa r too many a t the 
expense of the c rea t ion of many o the r 
prob lems. O u r f a i rways a re f e r t i l i z ed w i t h 
t h ree app l ica t ions per season w i t h 2 1/2 
lbs . of N per 1, 000. A n app l i ca t ion f o r tees 
is about 3 lbs . N per 1, 000 and g reens 
receive 5 l bs . N per 1, 000 w i t h K equal to 
3/4 of N . In 1940 about hal f o f t h i s was 
used on greens and tees. T h e fa i rways 
rece ived v e r y l i t t l e eve ry o the r year o r so. 

Bel ieve i t o r no t , the whole go l f course 
ope ra t i ng budge t back then was u n d e r 
$25, 000 and we had qu i t e a good go l f 
course . Today ' s opera t i ng budge t is 
reach ing $13, 000 per hole p lus add i t iona l 
f u n d s f o r course improvements . T h i s cost 
wi l l con t inue to grow as compet i t ion 
increases. 

In look ing back , maybe i t was easier f o r t y 
years ago. Costs were re la t i ve l y low and 
compet i t ion had not begun to escalate the 
costs of main ta in ing a t o p - n o t c h course . 
T h e job of a maintenance crew was 
r e s t r i c t e d to most ly phys ica l l abor . 
However , today w i t h computer ized i r r i g a t i o n 
systems, l i cens ing requ i rements f o r 
pest ic ide con t ro l and the latest technology 
be ing u t i l i zed in equ ipment makes the 
career an e x c i t i n g choice. T h e role of the 
go l f course supe r i n tenden t is cons tan t l y 
chang ing , g i v i n g us the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
expand ou r minds and g row as i nd i v i dua l s . 

NEW ERA IN NEW PRAGUE 

by W. SCOTT PROSHEK 
BOB ADAMS 
NEW PRAGUE GOLF CLUB 

Fast app roach ing (poss ib ly an ear l ie r 
open ing than usual) is my 5th year as 
manager and the on aga in , o f f again 
pos i t ion of ass is tant s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . Each 
year has o f f e r e d i ts own chal lenges, met 
w i t h mixed resu l t s . Never the less , the 
lea rn ing process goes on . 

O u r past supe r i n tenden ts have been 
exc lus ive ly f rom the r e t i r e d fa rm ing 
sect ion. Be ing o r i g i na l l y f rom New Prague, 
I ' ve seen the course come a long way ove r 
the yea rs . These fa rmers have done an 
excel lent job p r o v i d i n g ou r p layers w i t h a 
course to be p r o u d o f . Yet not one of these 
fo rmer supe r in tenden ts has received any 
formal t u r f g r a s s educat ion nor been a 
member of the M . G . C . S . A . 

New ideas in the t u r f g r a s s bus iness a re 
chang ing so q u i c k l y t ha t i t ' s t ime fo r us to 
change also. T h i s past year we h i r ed Bob 
Adams as supe r i n tenden t and Bob and I 
jo ined the M . G . C . S . A . What we have 
learned t h r o u g h the associat ion 's month ly 
meet ings, M in i -seminars , the recent annual 
conference o r a simple one on one 
conversa t ion has been enormously 
benef ic ia l . My on ly r eg re t is t ha t I should 
have jo ined long ago. 

Patience seems to be the theme Bob and I 
are expe r ienc ing now. Conv inc i ng members 
of needed changes is maintenance schedules 
and programs is easier said than 

( C o n t i n u e d on p a g e 9 ) 


