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How t ime f l i es ! ! Seemed l i ke on ly 
y e s t e r d a y , bu t in r ea l i t y , September of 
1980 was ou r in i t ia l con tac t . So many t h i ngs 
have t r a n s p i r e d at ou r go l f course tha t 
have been re la ted to ou r pa r t of the 
U . S . G . A . p rog ram. 

To re f r esh you readers , ou r in i t ia l problem 
was o r i g i na ted by a py th ium s t r i k e on the 
greens d u r i n g tha t summer wh ich was 
d iagnosed by the U . S . G . A . as, in p a r t , 
caused by too much water and too much 
n i t r o g e n . When the t u r f agronomist v i s i t ed 
us and to ld us t ha t we would have to 
change, many of o u r members were also 
go ing to have to change. A n d the resu l t 
was a focal po in t on the c o n t r o v e r s y of the 
smooth, f i r m , fas t g reen as opposed to the 
lush , d a r k co lored, sof t and somewhat 
s lower g r e e n . You al l can i d e n t i f y w i t h 
st impmeter read ings and no one is real ly 
ce r ta in today as to the mer i ts of tha t 
i n s t r u m e n t . 

For us , t h i s meant a compliance w i t h the 
U . S . G . A . recommendation wh ich was: 1) To 
develop a deep root system wh ich cou ld 
be t te r w i t hs tand the s t ress of bo th summer 
and w i n t e r ; and 2) T o implement the 
c u l t u r a l p rac t ices wh ich would g i v e us a 
more cons is tent and re l iab le t u r f g r a s s , ye t 
develop and re ta in the res i l iancy to coun te r 
ou r heavy p lay . 

Ae r i f i ca t i on w i t h 5/8" t i nes , removal of 
cores and " f i l l i n g the holes" w i t h h igh 
concent ra tes of sand (we also used peat -
anywhere f rom 10% to 30% of the tota l mix) 
was done in the s p r i n g and fa l l . Heavy 
overseed ing w i th Penneagle was done tw ice 
a yea r . N i t rogen app l ica t ions were reduced 
to about 1 1/2 lbs . per 1 000 sq. feet per 
season on the g reens . Water ing was held to 
a minimum. We d ropped ou r he igh t of cu t to 
5 /32" , mowed w i t h ve r t i ca l u n i t s , even tua l l y 
d r o p p i n g ou r cu t to 1 /64" , and by the 
summer of 1983 were ro l l i ng cons is ten t l y 
between 10 1/2 feet and 11 1/2 on the 
s t impmeter . T h e greens were super fas t , 

super smooth, and except f o r a lack of 
co lo r , were among the best cond i t ioned 
greens I saw. 

Needless to say, problems deve loped. 1) 
T h e PH level increased; 2) We became 
potassium de f i c i en t ; 3) We had to add i ron 
su lphate f r e q u e n t l y ; and 4) Last summer, 
we had to f i na l l y increase the f e r t i l i t y 
leve l . We also raised the cu t back to 5/32" 
because the major i ty of ou r members 
cou ldn ' t handle o r d i d n ' t want those "11 
foot ro l l s " on the g reen . 

We have also moderated o u r f r e q u e n c y of 
t o p d r e s s i n g , the size of o u r core p u l l i n g 
has been reduced to the 1/2" size, and we 
on ly ae r i f i ed and pu l led cores once last 
y e a r . 

T h e 1985 season wi l l see some f u r t h e r 
modi f ica t ion. We a re p lann ing to 1) A e r i f y 
w i t h 1/2" t ines once, pu l l cores and 
t opd ress ; 2) 5/32" c u t ; 3) Ver t i ca l mowing 
f r e q u e n t l y ; 4) L i g h t n i t r ogen feed ing 
to ta l i ng about 2 1/4 lbs . per 1000 feet f o r 
the e n t i r e season; 5) L i g h t , con t ro l l ed 
w a t e r i n g ; 6) F requen t i r on f eed ing ; 7) 
S p r i n g and fa l l feed ings of 0-0-50; 8) 
S p r i n g and fa l l feed ings o f s u l f u r to help 
keep tha t PH read ing unde r c o n t r o l ; and 9) 
T h e con t inued overseed ing as Penneale is 
ava i lab le . 

I have been immensely pleased w i t h what 
the U . S . G . A . has p u t in to o u r p rog ram. 
T h e i r p rogram al ienated some o f ou r 
members who s t i l l t h i n k tha t a g reen shou ld 
" h o l d " tha t " B l u e - d a r t e r " tha t comes in on 
tha t low t r a j e c t o r y f rom 180 y a r d s o u t . 
However , I feel t ha t w i t h i n reason any 
p rogram can be ad jus ted to meet the needs 
of the members. T h i s has become ou r 
p r ima ry concern . No one is t r y i n g to make 
ou r course in to a U . S . G . A . championship 
ca l iber course . T h e f i r s t and last concern 
is s t i l l the members. We feel t ha t we a re 
s t r i v i n g to make tha t come t r u e . 

GOLF COURSE FOR SALE 

Elk R i v e r , Minnesota (27 miles from Mp ls . ) 
Execu t i ve Par 30 1865 y a r d s . C lubhouse 
and wo rkshop . Fu l l y equ ipped w i th T o r o 
Automated Water ing System. 15 1/2 acre 
lots s u r r o u n d i n g course. By o w n e r . . T o m 
Noon, 612/441-1081. 


