
YOUNGER NAMED 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

T h e late D r . V i c t o r B . Young n e r , who 
developed Santa Ana bermudagrass , has 
been selected as the rec ip ien t of the 1985 
Green Sect ion A w a r d , p resen ted by the 
Un i ted States Golf Associat ion in recogn i t ion 
o f d i s t i ngu i shed serv ice to go l f t h r o u g h 
wo rk w i t h t u r f g r a s s . 

T h e award wi l l be p resen ted to D r . 
Y o u n g n e r ' s w idow, V io le t , on F e b r u a r y 12 
at the Golf Course Supe r i n tenden ts 
Assoc iat ion of America annual banquet a t 
the Shera ton Washington in Washington, 
D . C . T h e p resen ta t ion wi l l be made by 
George M. B a r d , Chai rman of t he U . S . G . A . 
Green Sect ion A w a r d Committee. 

In p resen t i ng the Green Sect ion A w a r d , the 
U . S . G . A . wishes to i d e n t i f y , ce lebra te and 
hold up f o r emulat ion i n d i v i d u a l s , such as 
D r . Young n e r , who exempl i f y o u t s t a n d i n g 
ded icat ion to go l f t h r o u g h t h e i r w o r k w i t h 
t u r f g rass . 

B o r n in Nelson, Minnesota, D r . Y o u n g n e r 
had his col lege educat ion i n t e r r u p t e d in 

1942 by World War I I . A f t e r s e r v i n g t h r e e 
years in the A i r C o r p s , he earned his 
bachelor of science and P h . D . degrees at 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Minnesota, where he 
developed his exper t i se in p lan t b reed ing 
and p lant g r o w t h and deve lopment . 

D r . Youngne r jo ined the facu l t y of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Ca l i f o rn ia , Los Ange les , in 
1955. He wo rked on t u r f g r a s s b reed ing and 
maintenance s tud ies un t i l 1965 when he 
moved to the R ive rs ide campus of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Ca l i f o rn ia . 

One of his g rea tes t accompl ishments was the 
development o f the Santa Ana bermudagrass 
wh ich o f f e r s a smooth, d a r k - g r e e n t u r f w i t h 
to lerance to smog and salt* I t is a grass 
used wide ly in go l f courses and o the r 
in tense ly used t u r f e d si tes in the southwest 
Un i ted Sta tes . A new v a r i e t y of zoysiagrass 
f rom the "Youngner B reed ing P rog ram, " 
named El T o r o , is p resen t l y be ing patented 
f o r release. 

D r . Youngne r was also ac t i ve in 
p rob lem-so lv ing t u r f g r a s s research in the 
areas of mowing, f e r t i l i za t i on , i r r i g a t i o n and 
weed con t ro l as well as wear res is tance, 
sa l in i t y and a i r po l lu t ion to le rance. 
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