
MORE COURSES TO BE 
BUILT AND REMODELED 

f rom AMERICAN SOCIETY OF GOLF 
COURSE ARCHITECTS 

" T h e remainder o f th is decade wi l l see a 
much h igher level of a c t i v i t y in bo th new 
go l f course cons t ruc t i on and remode l ing , " 
accord ing to D r . Michael Hu rdzan , 
p res iden t o f the Amer ican Society of Golf 
Course A r c h i t e c t s . 

Hurdzan po in ts to the p e n t - u p demand fo r 
qua l i t y real estate, r e s o r t , munic ipal and 
pub l i c courses t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t r y . 

" T h e number of go l fe rs cont inues to 
increase each y e a r , " he notes, "and these 
p layers t rave l to some of the g rea t courses 
in the c o u n t r y . When they r e t u r n home, 
they want to play on a course tha t p resents 
a v a r i e t y of chal lenges. T h e y no longer are 
sa t is i f ied w i t h the s ta tus q u o . " 

Hurdzan po in ts to the many f i r s t - r a t e 
courses tha t are be ing des igned and bu i l t 
ou ts ide the metropol i tan areas. He c i tes th i s 
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as an example of the un iversa l demand fo r 
be t te r go l f courses . 

"A lso , Amer icans have become accustomed to 
re la t i ve ly h igh in te res t rates—a fact of l i fe 
tha t shelved go l f i ng pro jec ts several years 
ago— and we are f i n d i n g tha t more 
developers and communit ies a re dec id ing to 
push ahead now. A lso , owners and 
opera to rs a re f i n d i n g tha t go l fe rs are 
w i l l i ng to pay f o r qua l i t y fac i l i t i es , even i f 
the cost is h ighe r than the p reva i l i ng rates 
in the a r e a . " 

T h e p res iden t of the Amer ican Society of 
Golf Course A r c h i t e c t s adds tha t t he g r o u p 
p rov ides in format ion on how to bu i l d o r 
remodel a go l f course t h r o u g h i ts 
headquar te rs o f f i ce at 221 N . LaSalle S t . , 
Ch icago, I I I . 60601. 

Ano the r t r e n d tha t Hurdzan bel ieves wi l l 
i n t ens i f y in the nex t f i v e years is 
remodel ing. 

"P layers at o lder courses recognize tha t the 
hazards ins ta l led 30 to 40 years ago no 
longer come in to p lay f o r the 
low-hand icapper . A lso , many of these 
courses have a s ing le tee, small g reens , 
few b u n k e r s , and no ponds o r lakes tha t 
add 3n aesthet ic touch whi le f u n c t i o n i n g as 
wat re ten t ion areas. 

Some or all o f these problem areas can be 
addressed in a master improvement p lan , 
Hurdzan s ta tes, and hund reds of courses 
now are be ing remodeled. 

"Many of ou r o lder courses were 
we i i -des igned , b u t modern equipment and 
gol f bal ls have made them obso le te , " the 
ASGCA pres iden t says. "A go l f course 
a rch i t ec t can b r i n g such a course up to 
cc tempora ry s tandards w i thou t d e s t r o y i n g 
the o r i g ina l des ign p h i l o s o p h y . " 

A n a rch i t ec t feels a sense of ach ievement , 
Hurdzan notes, when a p layer comments 
a f t e r a remodel ing, " I real ly l i ke the course 
nr w because I know i t p lays the way i t 
shou ld . A n d , I feel comfor tab le , not l i ke 
I'm p lay ing an en t i r e l y new c o u r s e . " 

Hurdzan says tha t t he inc reas ing number o f 
j u n i o r , women and senior p layers makes i t 
impera t i ve tha t a course have mul t ip le tees 
so tha t the course can p rov i de an equal and 
fa i r chal lenge to all go l f e r s . 


