
RESULTS 1980 MINNESOTA TURF SURVEY 
COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 

In September 1980 a survey was sent to over 1,000 turf growers in Minnesota to 
assess their problems, needs and interests. The purpose of the survey was to 
determine the most important concerns of turf growers in Minnesota. The results 
were needed in order to develop an extension program in turfgrass management 
which addressed the major problems of those involved in growing turf. A secondary 
purpose of the survey was to bring to the attention of turf managers throughout 
the state the fact that the university had employed an extension specialist with 
major responsibility in turfgrass. 

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS' SURVEY 

The interest in different turfgrass topics is shown in Figures 2-A and 2-B on 
Page 10 for the 71 golf course superintendents who responded to the survey. 
Interest was very high for any topics related to maintenance practices or green 
construction. Disease control received the highest rating of all topics. It 
was also the most frequently mentioned problem in survey question #2. 

Oyer 50% of the golf course superintendents felt disease was one of their three 
biggest problems. Compaction and traffic problems were also listed by many 

continued on Page 9 

SPECIAL 

CERTIFIED PENNCROSS BENTGRASS 
$5.50/ tb. 

25 Lb. Bag $5 .00 / lb . 
4 - 2 5 Lb. Bags $4 .75 / lb . 

CERTIFIED EMERALD BENTGRASS 
$ 3 . 7 5 / » . 

25 Lb. Bag $3.50/ lb . 
4 - 2 5 Lb. Bags $3 .25 / lb . 

PHONE TOLL FREE 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 2 2 - 9 3 3 0 

RAMY SEED CO. 
1229 NO. FRONT ST. 
MANKATO, MN. 56001 

Wipe out dollar spotl before 
dollar spot wipes out your 
greens. Daconil 2787® fungicide. 

454-3106 
TURF SUPPLY CO. 



continued from Page 8 
superintendents (44%). Generally this was listed as compaction on the greens, 
but some superintendents also mentioned compaction and traffic of tees and 
cart paths. Irrigation and watering were listed as problems by a greater per-
centage of golf course superintendents (37%) than by any other group of turf 
managers, but week control was not considered as big a problem for golf course 
superintendents (35%) as it was for other groups of turf managers. When weed 
control was mentioned by golf course superintendents, it was often a problem 
with annual bluegrass. 

Turf renovation in the form of rebuilding greens, tees or starting a sand top-
dressing program was the most popular expectation for the coming five years 
(Figure 2-D). A significant number (21%) of the superintendents felt they 
were going to have increasing budget problems while 14% were anticipating 
expansion. 

The best in turf supplies 
LESCO 100% Sul fur -Coated Fertil izers, 

golf course accessories, chemicals including 

LESCOSAN 
A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PRE-EMERGENCE 
CRABGRASS AND POA ANNUA CONTROL 
LAKESHORE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO. 

'Home of LESCO Products" 
300 South Abbe, Elyria, OH 44035 

Call Toll Free (800) 3 2 1 - 5 3 2 5 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

HOUSEWIFE: Do you mind escorting me 
out to the garbage can, dear? 

HUSBAND: Why that? 
WIFE: I want to be able to tell the 

neighbors that we go out together 
once in a while. *************************************** 

FOR SALE 
1969 Ryan Jr. 12" sod cutter $400.00 
Contact Jim Lindblad 

Wayzata Country Club 
Box 151 
Wayzata, Minn. 55391 
612/473-6955 

Fast, efficient maintenance 
and repair of well pumps. 

V 

/ 
Bergerson-Caswell is well equipped, not 

only for well drilling, but maintenance, too. If 
you have a reduced flow from an aging 
pump, or if you are starting to pump sand or 
other foreign materials, call us for an 
analysis of repairs. We can put new life into 
existing wells, quickly and economically. 

Well pumps are quickly and easily 
pulled for inspection and repair by 
10T Smeal Hydraulic Pulling Rigs— 
among the many special units in 
the Bergerson-Caswell fleet operat-
ing in the Upper Midwest. 

Call (612) 479-3121 
Bergerson-Caswell, Inc. 

5115 Industrial Street'Maple Plain, MN 55359 
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Figure 2. Responses to survey from 71 golf course superintendents. 
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