
WHERE THERE'S SMOKE - STAY LOW AND KEEP COOL! 
When you check into a large hote l , as you may during GCSAA's 53rd Internat ional Tur f -
grass Conference and Show in New Orleans January 31-February 5, one small precaution may 
save your l i f e . When you enter your room, take a moment to glance down the hallway and 
note the locat ion of the s t a i r w e l l s . I t w i l l only take a second and you may not get 
another chance. 

F i res in large hotels have become f r i gh ten ing l y fami l i a r news s t o r i e s l a t e l y , e spec ia l l y 
with two d i sast rous f i r e s in Las Vegas hotels in a r e l a t i v e l y short time. Unfortunately, 
most people think d i s a s te r s of that type are something that only happens to other people. 
With more than 5,000 hotel f i r e s in a year, the odds may catch up with you. 

In a hotel f i r e , the flames are not the k i l l e r s . Smoke, usua l ly coupled with panic, i s . 
That ' s why you should memorize the locat ion of the s t a i rwe l l s as well as the layout of 
your room. You may not be able to see them very well l a t e r . I f you do smell smoke in 
the middle of the n i gh t , don ' t be in a hurry to f l ee . Call the hotel desk and report i t 
to the f i r e department. They may have everything under control and i f they d o n ' t , at 
l eas t someone w i l l know where you are. I f you do leave your room, stay low and stay 
calm. Crawl to the s ta i rwe l l and make your way down, keeping a f i rm g r ip on the handra i l . 

Not everyone may be as calm as you, and you could be 
trampled. Don ' t try to take the elevator down and unless 
you ' r e on the lower three f l o o r s , don ' t t ry to jump. I f 
you run into a dense area of smoke be sure to prop the 
door open so you won't be locked out. Many people have 
remained unharmed in the i r rooms while others died t r y ing 
to escape. I t ' s a judgment c a l l , but i f you decide to 
stay in your room, several precautions can increase your 
chances of s u r v i v a l . 
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of all applications will materially 
assist in Poa annua control. The 
use of reasonable levels of sulfur 
(3.5 lb per 1000 sq ft or more per 
year) and reduction of phosphate to 
perhaps 1/2 and not exceeding 1 lb 
P 20 5 phosphorus per 1000 sq ft per 
year will give bentgrasses and ad-
vantage over annual bluegrass. 
Bluegrasses can be treated in much 
the same manner as the bentgrasses 
with the exception that high sulfur 
levels may not be necessary above 
the actual nutritional requirements. 

I believe we have clearly demon-
strated that endothall is a viable 
postemergent control chemical for 
annual bluegrass and if used with 
discretion along with good cultural 
and fertility programs, we can go a 
long way toward controlling and 
possibly eliminating annual blue-
grass in desirable turfgrass areas. 
'Presented at the 32nd Annual Canadian 
T u r f g r a s s C o n f e r e n c e and S h o w , Van-
c o u v e r . British Columbia. M a r c h 1-4. 1981 . 

1) Turn on the bathroom vent. F i l l the tub with water 
for f i r e f i g h t i n g purposes. S tu f f wet towels under the 
door. I f the door and wal l s are hot, keep throwing 
water on them. Keep everything wet and don ' t worry about 
the mess. 2) I f your room has a window or s l i d i n g door, 
open i t , but keep an eye on i t . There may be more smoke 
outside than i n s i de . I f there i s f i r e outs ide the win-
dow, get r i d of the draperies and anything nearby that 
might be combustible. Keep pouring water around the 
window. 3) I f you swing a wet towel around the room, i t 
w i l l help c lear the smoke. Another wet towel t ied 
around your nose and mouth w i l l f i l t e r the a i r you 
breathe. 
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