
Conserving Energy With Plants 
A well designed tree t ransp lant ing program can do a great deal to add character to a go l f 
course. Properly placed, trees and shrubs can d i rect t r a f f i c f low, in su late the course 
from surrounding homes, and provide eye-pleas ing v i s t a s , not to mention welcome shade for 
weary g o l f e r s . 

However, a good p lant ing program should not stop with the go l f course. Trees and shrubs 
placed s t r a t e g i c a l l y around course bu i ld ing s such as the clubhouse and maintenance shed 
not only make these areas more a t t r a c t i ve , they a l so can r e su l t in a considerable energy 
sav ings . 

Large deciduous shade trees on the southern, southwestern and western s ides of a bu i ld ing 
w i l l shade i t during the hot summer months while al lowing f u l l penetration of the winter 

sun. A recent study showed that an 8°F. 
d i f ference between shaded and unshaded 
wall surfaces was equivalent to a 30 per-
dent increase in i n su l a t i on value to the 
shaded wa l l . Recommended trees are oaks, 
l indens or ash planted approximately 15 ' 
apart and 15' from your bu i l d i ng . 
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SALES-SERVICE-LEASING-PARTS 

Deciduous trees can a l so help cool out-
door a c t i v i t y areas such as pat ios and 
p icn ic areas. They should be planted on 
the southern, southwestern and western 
s ides of these areas to provide maximum 
ef fec t . Deciduous v ines , which a l so lose 
the i r leaves in winter, w i l l a l so help 
cool a br ick or masonry bu i ld ing when 
planted on i t s southern or western wa l l s . 
However, vines can contr ibute to the de-
caying process in wood, so wooden bu i l d -
ings should be shaded with vines t ra ined 
to climb a t r e l l i s . 

A double row of evergreen trees planted 
on the north and northwest s ide of a 
bu i ld ing can help s h i e l d i t from winter 
winds. Properly designed, a windbreak 
can reduce winter energy consumption by 
as much as 30 percent. Dense evergreen 
shrubs placed on the northern and western 
s ides of a bu i ld ing can provide addit ional 
i n s u l a t i on . 

Deciduous and 
give your a i r 
Placed on the 
western s ides 
they can save 
in the system 

evergreen trees a l so can 
condi t ion ing system a hand, 
eastern, southern and 
of the outdoor condenser, 
as much as three percent 
s e f f i c i ency simply by 

shading i t . Trees and shrubs can be 
placed to act as a wind tunnel, chan-
nel ing summer breezes into a bu i l d i ng . 
However, plant masses should be des ign-
ed to allow the natural downhill flow 
of cooler a i r , avoiding pools of cold 
a i r near your buildings in winter. 


