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Luke McGhee receives a $1,500 J.R. Love Schol-
arship from WGCSA Vice President Jim Vanh-
erynen at the WTA Research Day.

Luke is a graduate of Arrowhead High School in 
Hartland and is currently a senior in the turf pro-
gram. He has also served as a student manager of 
the Wisconsin Men’s Basketball Team.

He started studying Landscape Architecture but 
a discussion with Rod Johnson’s brother Dave 
turned him onto golf course management.

Luke has done a internship and Erin Hills and 
plans to do another at Blackwolf Run this season 
before entering the job market in December.

December 2013 

   United States Department of Agriculture - National Agricultural Statistics Service 

WISCONSIN CROP PROGRESS 
Review of the 2013 Crop Year: A Year of Extremes  
It was an extremely wet and unusually cold spring statewide, 
with  the  fourth wettest  April  and  the  twelfth wettest May 
since record keeping began in 1895. Snow and standing water 
left  fields  impassible  to  machinery  and  multiple  freezes 
damaged  overwintered  crops,  but  the  extended  cold 
conditions  allowed  record  high maple  syrup  production. On 
April  28th,  spring  tillage  was  only  4  percent  complete,  32 
percentage points below the five year average and the lowest 
total for that date  in the past 30 years. Farmers struggled to 
finish planting throughout  June as topsoil moistures hovered 
between  35  and  44  percent  surplus.  Areas  of  southern 
Wisconsin  reportedly  received up  to 11  inches of  rain  in  the 
final  week  of  June,  causing  localized  flooding  and  crop 
damage. Topsoil moistures  then  fell dramatically  throughout 
the twelfth driest July in the past 119 years, with 0.90 inches 
less  rain statewide  than  in  July 2012. Despite  two brief heat 
waves, temperatures were below normal for most of July and 
August, with some light frosts reported in northern Wisconsin 
the week  ending August  18.  Though  the  northeast  received 
above  normal  precipitation  in  August,  the  rest  of  the  state 
was  well  below  normal,  causing  drought  conditions  to 
develop  across  the west.  Statewide,  topsoil moistures were 
79 percent short  to very short on September 8th, compared 
to 71 percent short to very short on September 8, 2012. The 
lack of heat and moisture kept crop development  indications 
consistently behind normal. Above average temperatures and 
rains  in  September  and  early  October  helped  to  alleviate 
moisture  shortages  and  push  crops  toward  maturity.  But 
temperatures plunged in the latter half of October, halting the 
growing  season.  Multiple  rain  and  snow  events  slowed 
fieldwork  throughout November.  Fall  tillage was  63 percent 
complete  statewide  on  November  25,  9  percentage  points 
behind the five year average. 

Statewide  temperatures  from  June  to  September  were  0.1 
degrees  above  normal  in  2013,  compared  to  2.0  degrees 
above  normal  in  2012.  April  through  August  had  below 
normal temperatures, with April averaging 6.4 degrees below 
normal.  September  had  above  normal  temperatures, 
averaging  2.0  degrees  above  normal.  The  month  with  the 
greatest departure  from normal was March, which averaged 
6.6 degrees below normal. 

Precipitation  totals  for April  through September were above 
normal  across  the  state,  with  a  statewide  total  of  23.85 
inches. This was 6.12 inches above the total for 2012 and 1.34 
inches above normal. Total precipitation in the northern third 
of  the state was 1.22  inches above normal  for April  through 
September,  the  central  third  of  the  state  was  0.86  inches 
below normal, and  the  southern  third of  the  state was 4.13 
inches  above  normal.  Statewide,  April  through  June  had 
above  normal  precipitation,  while  July  through  September 
had  below  normal  precipitation.  Of  the  nine  reporting 
districts, five had Aprils in the top five wettest on record, with 
the  Southeast  district  breaking  the  previous  record.  Four 
districts had Mays  in the top ten wettest on record and four 
had Julys in the top ten driest on record. 
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�e 2013 monthly average monthly temperature and 
rainfall graphs so a cold spring followed by normal aver-
age temperatures while rainfall was heavy in spring and 
light in the second half of the growing season. (Information 
is courtesy of the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service)
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Coming Events!
Feb 2-7, Golf Industry Show, GCSAA Conference, Orlando FL

Wednesday February 5th, Golf Industry Show Wisconsin Room 6-9pm, Brickhouse Tap, Orlando, FL

Monday February 17th, Assistants Seminar, Whispering Springs GC, Fond du Lac

Monday March 3rd, WGCSA Spring Business Meeting, South Hills CC, Fond du Lac

Wednesday March 5th, Northern Great Lakes Spring Symposium, Wausau (Hospitality on March 4th.)

Tuesday April 22nd, April Golf Meeting, Strawberry Creek, Kenosha

Monday May 12th, May Golf Meeting, West Bend CC, West Bend

Wednesday May 28th, Super/Pro, Fox Valley GC, Kaukauna

Monday June 23rd, WGCSA Tournament Meeting, Brown Deer GC, Milwaukee

Tuesday July 29th, UW - Summer Field Day, OJ Noer Facility, Verona

Tuesday August 11th, Joint meeting w/Northern Great Lakes Chapter, Brown County GC, Green Bay

Monday September 15th, Wee One Fundraiser, Pine Hills CC, Sheboygan

Tuesday October 7th, WTA Fundraiser, University Ridge GC, Verona

Saturday October 4th, Couples Outing/Party, Wild Rock GC, WI Dells

Tues and Wed Dec 9th-10th , Turfgrass Symposium, American Club, Kohler 

WGCSA MISSION STATEMENT
�e Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association is committed to serve each member by promot-
ing the profession and enhancing the growth of the game of golf through education, communication and 
research.

WGCSA VISION STATEMENT
�e Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association is dedicated to increase the value provided to its 
members and to the profession by:

• Enhancing the professionalism of its members by strengthening our role as a leading golf organiza-
tion in the state.
• Growing and recognizing the bene�ts of a diverse membership throughout Wisconsin.
• Educating and promoting our members as leaders in environmental stewardship.
• O�ering a�ordable, high value educational programs at the forefront of technology and service.
• Being key to enjoyment and the economic success of the game of golf.
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Congratulations Dr. Koch
By David Brandenburg, Golf Course Manager, Rolling Meadows Golf Course

Dr. Paul Koch has stayed close to home. 
Born and raised in Wisconsin Paul has 
stayed here through his undergraduate, 
graduate and doctorate education. With his 
recent selection to �ll the vacant assistant 
professor of Plant Pathology in Turfgrass 
Science at UW Madison, we hope Paul can 
stay a badger forever.

Paul became interested in golf course 
maintenance as a summer employee work-
ing at �e Bog in Gra�on. He started out 
looking for a job that would not leave him 
stuck inside for the summer and he re-
sponded to an ad his mom found at the 
nearby course. He was on the high school 
golf team and liked the game so he thought 
it would be enjoyable. Koch says his �rst 
day on the job was during spring break and 
he spent his entire �rst week edging bun-
kers. Although he had his doubts during 
the �rst month by the end of that summer 
he had caught the turf bug that catches so 
many in the turf industry. 

A�er a initial bacteriology major degree 
selection the enjoyment of working out-
doors led Paul to change his major to turf 
management. 

Paul continued at the Bog under Pat Shaw 
and Tony Gonzalez for 6 years during sum-
mers and breaks from college and had the 
opportunity to do just about every job on 
the course.

Koch interned at Blackwolf Run for two 
summers under the tutelage of Ron Bier-
wirth including helping with the greens 

crew at Whistling Straits during the 2004 
PGA Championship. While at Blackwolf 
Paul applied pesticides, performed general 
maintenance and helped with several di�er-
ent projects. One of the projects entailed re-
moving railroad ties along the cart paths near 
greens and tees and installing large stones. 

A�er graduation with majors in horticul-
ture and soil science the search was on for 
a assistant superintendent position until Dr. 
Geunhwa Jung asked Koch to consider fur-
thering his studies. A match was made and 
Paul was working at the Turfgrass Diagnos-
tic Lab while working on his M.S. Degree in 
Plant Pathology.

For the summer of 2005 Paul worked with 
Steve Abler at the Noer Center conducting 
research and learning disease diagnosis. 

When Abler moved on in the spring of 
2006 Paul was ready to step and lead the lab 
while continuing to work on his Masters 
Degree.

Paul received his Masters in Plant Pathol-
ogy in 2007 and soon started working on 
his PhD which he received in 2012.

Dr. Koch continued on as the manager of 
the Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab through 2012 
when Bruce Schweiger took over. 

�e university administration wheel turns 
slow to �ll vacant positions and it took over 
a year to get approval to �ll the position le� 
by Dr. Jim Kerns.  Paul and the industry as 
a whole are happy the way it has turned out. 

Dr. Koch will be 70% extension, 20% 
teaching and 10% research. He will be 
teaching the beginning and advanced turf-
grass management classes. 

Congratulations Paul on this well de-
served position. �ank you for your con-
tributions so far and we look forward to 
working with you for years to come. 

Ways to contact Paul:
• Cell phone: 608-576-2673
• Email: plkoch@wisc.edu
• Twitter: @uwpaul

Dr. Paul Koch examining a 
turfgrass plant. 

(Photo from Univeristy of Wisconsin - Madi-
son, Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab Website)
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