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Dr. Kerns greeting John
Turner in the beautiful
Boerner Botanical Gardens
lobby hall.

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  N O E R  F A C I L I T Y

2009 EXPO 

Exhibitors and Contact Information

A A T ......................................................................................Shawn Hilliard ..............................................................608-516-4006
Bioverse ..................................................................................Mike Stamm ................................................................262-363-2379
BASF........................................................................................Randy Lusher ..............................................................630-235-0104
Bayer ........................................................................................Mike Kelly ..................................................................952-292-1966
Burris Equipment Company ....................................................Jake Vollbeer ................................................................847-336-1205
Central Sod Farms ....................................................................Paul Burger..................................................................630-904-1017
Deer Creek Seed ......................................................................Dan Biddick  ................................................................208-890-4453
DHD Turf & Tree Products ......................................................Danny Quast  ..............................................................920-386-9000
Dow AgroSciences................................................................Beth Whitehouse  ............................................................608-216-5066
Horst Distributing ..................................................................Grant Mortimer  ............................................................800-279-2341
Kromer Company ......................................................................Al Hentges ..................................................................763-746-4040
Midwest Turf Products............................................................Cubby O’Brien  ..............................................................630-742-5124
Milorganite ..........................................................................Jamie Staufenbeil ............................................................414-221-6816
National Golf Graphics..............................................................Peter Meyer  ..............................................................608-222-9363
Olds Seed Solutions ................................................................Joe Churchill  ..............................................................612-790-7333
Pendelton Turf Supply ............................................................Ed Witkowski  ..............................................................262-534-3334
Pumpstation Professionals ....................................................Scott DeYoung  ............................................................920-324-3400
Spring Valley ............................................................................Andy Gruse  ................................................................920-360-1450
Syngenta ....................................................................................Phil Spitz  ..................................................................414-429-2015
The Andersons..........................................................................Dave Louttit  ..............................................................312-909-4909
Valent Professional Products ................................................Kerry Anderson  ............................................................847-946-9138
Water Well Solutions ..............................................................Mark Thurow  ..............................................................920-474-4777
Waupaca Sand & Solutions ....................................................Rob Johnson  ..............................................................715-258-8566
Wisconsin Turf Equipment..................................................Jeff Christopherson  ........................................................800-443-1840



Winter again. 2009 flew by and 2010 is well
underway. It was a nice long fall for golfers to get

out and enjoy their sport after a horrible October. Of
course no matter how nice November can be daily fee
golf revenue is limited by member rounds and short
days but it was nice to see a large number of players
enjoying the late season.

After two years of substantial winter kill at Rolling
Meadows we are looking for a good winter with cold
temps and steady snow cover. We went back to the
basics on greens with reduced fall mowing, a heavy
application of Milorganite followed by a heavy top-
dressing with sand. For fairways we sprayed for snow
mold for the first time ever so now all we need is a little
help from Mother Nature.

The long fall allowed the turf to harden off before
we received an early December snow that has stayed
around so far. We did not need that Christmas rain
but winter has a long ways to go so who knows what
will happen.

It is great to enjoy normal workdays and most of my
work so far my winter has been occupied with some

minor clubhouse renovations with most of the work
done with in-house staff and a learn as we go methods!

•
The work of two WGCSA members was recently

honored with awards for “Course Appearance and
Maintenance” by the Golf Course Owners of Wisconsin.
In the 18 hole category Mid Valley Golf Club, Depere
with Pete VanDeHey Owner/Superintendent was the
winner. In the 9 hole category Shorewood Golf Course
on the University of Green Bay Campus with Nathan
Rusch Golf Course Superintendent took the award.

The GCOW awards are voted on by GCOW members
and the public each year through the GCOW.org website.

•
Thanks and appreciation for the skills of Gene Haas

retired Executive Director of the Wisconsin State Golf
Association for providing a drawing showing the
change of leadership of the WGCSA. President
Zimmerman recently took over the reins of the associ-
ation from Past President Riley. I know Dustin will stay
busy for his term as immediate past president as he is

Winter Days!
By David Brandenburg, Golf Course Manager, Rolling Meadows Golf Course
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already setting up meeting
regarding the Golf Wisconsin for
Turf Research Fundraiser. More
information on that can be found in
Brett Grams Chapter Manager
Column.

Congratulations to Jerry
Kienast, Service Director at
Reinders, Inc. for receiving the
Equipment Service Acheivment
Award from The Toro Company.
The award is given to service man-
agers who complete Toro’s
“Distributor Partners in
Excellence” program and use best
business practices that produce
positive customer satisfaction and
service profitability. This is the
second award for Kienast and
Reinders as they also won in 2006.

Reinders was established in
1866 and joined the WGCSA in
1958. The company is considered
one of the largest full service dis-
tributors of products to the green
industry serving 4 states with 12
service locations.

•
For those of you heading to San

Diego have a great time enjoying a
historic city and a great educa-
tional opportunity. I am sure the
economic struggles of the industry
will be seen with smaller booths
and a smaller show overall. I am
taking a year off mainly for budget
reasons as it is my year to pay.

I will miss the education and
camaraderie but not the travel
headaches and long days as I try to
squeeze in one more class. 

On a personal note I have thrown
my “hat in the ring” and am running
for the Theresa Village Board in the
spring non-partisan election. It is a
four person race for three spots
with two incumbents so there will
be no primary only an election in
April. I thought it would be a good
way to share my government expe-
rience and hopefully common
sense with our neighbors.

Until next issue take care and
enjoy the offseason while it last!
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Left to Right, Christiaan Engstrom of Toro, Jerry Kienast of Reinders and Jack Hensley of Toro.



The Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab
“Fast and Accurate”

Offering unbiased diagnosis of all your turfgrass problems.

Diseases, Insects, Weeds, Abiotic
Written reports including detailed recommendations and digital pictures

Preliminary diagnosis within 24 hours on every sample
Fungicide Resistance Assays

Become a contract member with the Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab and receive added benefits.
Complimentary written reports with every submitted sample ($50 value)

Biweekly email updates during the growing season on the most pressing management issues
Disease and insect alert emails when conditions are especially favorable for outbreak

Complimentary copy of the Wisconsin Turfgrass Research Reports mailed to your facility

Visit www.plantpath.wisc.edu/tdl or
contact Paul Koch for more information.

                                      608-845-2535
plk@plantpath.wisc.edu
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Our cover artist Beverly Bergemann features
WGCSA President Brian Zimmerman.

None of our men are “experts.”  We have

most unfortunately found it necessary to get

rid of a man as soon as he thinks himself an

expert because no one ever considers him-

self expert if he really knows his job.  A man

who knows a job sees so much more to be

done than he has done, that he is always

pressing forward and never gives up an

instant of thought to how good and how effi-

cient he is.  Thinking always ahead, think-

ing always of trying to do more, brings a

state of mind in which nothing is impossi-

ble.  The moment one gets into the “expert”

state of mind a great number of things

become impossible. ~Henry Ford, Sr.

We can use this quote as a reference during
the offseason to take a renewed look at our
operations to examine possible changes.
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