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lunch room or at your house.
Currently only about 8% of the

private sector (non municipal)
workforce is unionized. Recent
Congressional Studies have pre-
dicted card check will increase
union membership by 1.5 million
workers but it will also eliminate
600,000 existing jobs.
Under the proposed legislation

employers have 120 days after the
50.1% is reached to come to a collec-
tive bargaining agreement with the
new union. If that agreement is not
reached, a federal arbitrator will
come in and write a binding contract
that will cover the first two years.
Regardless if you are for or against

this or any legislation it reminds of us
of the importance of keeping our ears
to the ground about changes the
affect our operations while keeping in
touch with our elected officials.
One tip I have from working in the

public sector would be to keep any
arguments with your elected official’s
fact driven and not emotional.
Emotion may work at a local level but
at the state and federal level facts and
concise arguments carry the day.
My second tip is you would be sur-

prised how far a phone call can go to
express your opinion when calling an
official from your area. They actually
receive very few phone calls from
constituents and take all of them seri-
ously if you have valid points.

•
We welcome Brett Grams as the

new WGCSA Chapter Manager and
wish him luck in his goals and respon-
sibilities. Starting a new endeavor is
never easy but Brett has the chapter
and industry experience to succeed.
Brett will be writing a regular column
for The Grass Roots (the first one is
this issue) covering the news of the
association. We will feature Brett in a

personality profile next issue. Good
luck Brett, you will do great.

•
Those of you who read last

months Editors Notebook are prob-
ably wondering what is this fool
going to do next! I know my mom is!
To answer your burning question I
did go with my daughter for tattoos
for her 18th birthday, she has a heart
and I decided on a cross with a crown
of thorns around it on my upper back
shoulder.
Not to disappoint you but the year

of change has just been normal
summer life for the past month. As all
of you I have been busy with family
and work. Often we become so busy
at work we forget the one free benefit
we have. Nature! Be sure to take a
few extra minutes and watch the sun
rise and enjoy the beauty of the prop-
erties we maintain.

T H E E D I T O R ’ S N O T E B O O K

Harness the power of Tenacity® herbicide for
systemic, selective pre- and post-emergence
control of 46 broadleaf weed and grass
species, including creeping bentgrass in
Kentucky bluegrass, perennial ryegrass, and
fescue. It’s your course, keep your turfgrass
species where you want them.

Reach a new level in turfgrass management.
Keep grasses where they belong.

www.tenacityherbicide.com

©2009 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Important: Always read and
follow label instructions before buying or using this product. Tenacity® is not currently registered
for use in all states. Please check with your state or local extension service prior to buying or
using this product. Tenacity® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.

Contact Phil Spitz at 414-429-2015 or at
phillip.spitz@syngenta.com to learn more.
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Seasonable weather and sunny
skies welcomed 67 attendees to

the June meeting held at South Hills
CC. Host Superintendent Jim
Vanherwynen, CGCS a 20 year
WGCSA member and the staff at
South Hills welcomed members to
the storied clubwhich has undergone
major improvements to the club-
house and practice facility the last
two seasons. The golf course was in
great shape despite the uncoopera-
tive and very wet weather in the area.
The course is set on 164 acres of
rolling hills with the DeNeveau Creek
coming into play a couple times.
The links opened in 1927, built by

landowner Mr. A.D. Filiatrault with
the help of his farmhands Bill Mullen
and Elmer Burleton to the layout still
played today. The course was first
named Takodah meaning “welcome”
after a contest was run in the local
newspaper and won by local resident
Mary Dana. Filiatrault sold the course
in 1951 to Fred Thiel and Nate Manis
who then owned the Riverdale Golf
Course in Sheboygan for $77,000.
Soon after that a group of residents
suggested the club be sold back to
become a private club called South
Hills Club. The name expanded to
South Hills Golf and Country Club in
1986 when the membership voted to
become a equity club.
The meeting began with a pre-

sentation by Aaron Hobbs of RISE.
The Responsible Industry for a
Sound Environment is a trade asso-
ciation representing manufac-
turers, formulators, distributors
and other industry leaders involved
with specialty pesticide and fertil-
izer products based out of
Washington DC. Mr. Hobbs
explained the mission of RISE is to

advocate for responsible use of
pesticides at the federal, state and
local levels. They stress that com-
munication and proper use are
extremely beneficial to our lives
and quality of life. They strive to
protect the use of pesticides by
responsible and professional users.
Mr. Hobbs stated that the current
political climate in Washington has
allowed other organizations with
other agendas to pose a threat to
pesticide use.
The presentation centered on

the significant shift of the current
congress focusing on economical
issues along with a shift to environ-
mental awareness and anti-pesti-
cide sentiment has made their
cause more important than ever at
protecting sound, safe pesticide
use. He stated several specific
cases where RISE is litigating on
the industries behalf trying to
maintain current regulations.
Mr. Hobbs stated that RISE

encompasses manufacturers,
users, and professional associa-

tions such as GCSAA and WGCSA
in protecting pesticide use. He
stated that we need to be aware of
all efforts that threaten our use of
pesticides. He suggested that we
utilize our networking and informa-
tion sharing to communicate to leg-
islature, public, and special interest

W G C S A

June 15th Meeting at South Hills CC
in Fond Du Lac, WI

By Scott Bushman, Golf Course Superintendent, Fox Valley Golf Club and Brett Grams, Chapter Manager, WGCSA

The par 3 Tenth hole
at South Hills plays
205 from the elevated
white tees.

Aaron Hobbs of the Responsible Industry for
a Sound Environment spoke to the
lunchtime audience.
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groups. RISE is implementing a National Grassroots
Campaign that will be involved at all levels of govern-
ment in the months to come. Mr. Hobbs presentation
was educational and a reminder that many people are
working hard on our industry’s behalf in Washington as
well as in WI.
After a great day on the golf course we gathered in

the clubhouse for refreshments, passed hors de
oeurves and awards. Thanks to the generous hole spon-
sors the following on course events were won by:
Closest to the pin on #4 - Brett Grams, Closest to the
pin on #6 - Peter Meyer, Longest Drive on #7 - Seth
Brogren, Closest third shot on #9 - Mike Lyons, Longest
Drive on #13 - Aaron Kabat, Closest second shot on #17
- Mark Hjortness. In the bestball format gross division
in second place was Mark Storby and Scott Anthes with
a score of 73. The champions of gross division were
Greg Stoeger and Aaron Kabat with a score of 70. In
second place in the net division with a score of 62 was
Ed Witkowski and Brad Marks. The champions of the
net division were Mike Lyons and Scott Bushman with
a score of 58. Congratulations to all the winners and
thank you to all the vendor sponsors who make these
events a success.

W G C S A

Contact Phil Spitz at 414-429-2015 or
phillip.spitz@syngenta.com to learn

more about The Turf Essentials.

Comprehensive disease control
starts with the essentials.

www.turfessentials.com

©2009 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Important: Always read
and follow label instructions before buying or using these products. Concert®, Daconil ULTREX®,
Headway®, Instrata®, SuperWeatherStik®, The Turf Essentials™, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of
a Syngenta Group Company.

Take control of disease with The Turf Essentials™. These
combination fungicides feature an array of active
ingredients and multiple modes of action to create
outstanding conditions efficiently and effectively.

Coming Events
August 17 - WGCSA Superintendent Guest

Ozaukee CC, Mequon
Colin Seaberg - Host Superintendent

August 17 - 19 WPGA Wisconsin State Open
Blackwolf Run - Meadow Valleys Course, Kohler

Ron Bierwirth - Host Superintendent
September 2 - Rain Makeup - PGA/WGCSA Super / Pro,

Brown County GC, Oneida,
Scott Anthes - Host Superintendent

September 21 - Wee One Foundation Fundraiser,
Pine Hills Country Club, Sheboygan,
Rod Johnson - Host Superintendent

October 5 - WTA Golf Fundraiser Benefiting the Wisconsin
Distinguished Graduate Fellowships in Turfgrass Research,

North Shore Country Club - Mequon
Garrett Luck - Host Superintendent
October 3 - WGCSA Dinner Dance
Fox Valley Golf Club - Kaukauna

Scott Bushman Host Superintendent
November 17 & 18 - Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposium

American Club - Kohler
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Our cover artist Beverly Bergemann captures
the beauty, challenge and mystique of the 9th
hole at Blackwolf Run Golf Course, host of the
2009 Wisconsin State Open.

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes
on the grass under trees on a summer’s
day, listening to the murmur of the
water, or watching the clouds float
across the sky, is by no means a waste
of time.”

– By John Lubbock (1834 to 1913)
English banker, politician, biologist and
archaeologist. This quote by Sir Lubbock
reminds us to take a moment to enjoy and
reflect on the many gifts we have during this
busy summer season.2
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