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golfing public accepts a different "look" to golf turf,
their use may continue to be limited. Indeed the idea
of less water, chemical, and fertilizer inputs is novel to
all of us as turf managers; however, the general public
are the ones we need to educate. Thanks to the efforts
of plant breeders and research personnel there are
quality low input grasses for use on golf courses now
widely available. With the continued efforts of
industry professionals, such as those featured at the
meeting, we will hopefully begin to persuade the
American golfing public that these grasses can work
and that "Augusta Green" should not be a standard.
As for the golf that followed the discussion, the golf

course was playing great. The format was a Schamble
and everybody played from the tips. Once everybody
caught their breath from walking to the way back tees,
they were able to catch a glimpse of the entire golf
hole. Although I did hear some initial grumbling about
the tee choice, I think everybody still had a great time
and were witness to how an alternatively grassed golf
course can playas they saw their ball rolling and
rolling down the fairway. Many admit after playing a
round at Big Fish Golf Club, it is a type of golf they do
not see very often and the grasses are the primary
reason. After all of the scores were posted and 7,000
plus yards caught up, I think everyone who attended
had a good feel for what types of challenges these
grasses can create. Conditioning can only improve as
we better learn to manage these low input grasses.
The end result was a great day full of excellent edu-

cation, wonderful weather, and hopefully the begin-
ning of an "alternative" tradition. I hope more people
will take advantage of the opportunity to meet new
people from other associations next year and enable
us to continue to grow this event. I look forward to
seeing all who attended again next year and many
more and maybe, just maybe, we will move up a tee or
two. Have a great rest of the 2007 season.f

Count on us.

MTI Distributing proudly
represents the finest
products in the turf

industry to
Western Wisconsin.
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By Paul Koch, Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Though we're currently entrenched in the dog days of
summer, subtle changes are signaling fall is on the

way. The days have grown a bit shorter, nights are
starting to turn a touch cooler, and in many cases summer
workers have lost all concentration as school nears. When
coupled with professional, college, and high school foot-
ball players beginning their practice regime it signals that
fall is just around the comer. While normally a time to
wind down and relax after a stressful summer, worries
about controlling disease during the upcoming winter
season can make the fall more stressful than many turf-
grass managers had hoped for. The probable future loss of
PCNB for turfgrass uses, coupled with new snow mold
control products released into the market in recent years,
may have golf course superintendents thinking about
changing the products they have traditionally used. But
with all the products available for controlling snow mold,
which products are the most effective? And which prod-
ucts give you the best protection for a price your budget
can afford?
While you'll have to haggle with the salesmen over

which products fit your budget, I have included a table
out of the 2005-2006 University of Wisconsin Snow Mold
Research Reports at Gateway Golf Club in Land 0'
Lakes, WI to help determine which products are the
most effective (Table 1). This trial from two years ago
was chosen because of low disease pressure and ice
damage in our 2006-2007 trials, and also because the
high disease pressure in this trial differentiated between
those products providing superb disease control and
those that allowed significant breakthrough (Figure 1).
Treatments were applied on October 15th (early),
November 5th (late), or both depending on the protocol
provided by the fungicide provider. Though damage was
seen from gray snow mold (Typh?J1£t incarnata) and pink
snow mold (Microdochium niva1e), the great majority of
damage seen in this trial resulted from speckled snow
mold (T ishikariensis). The plots were rated for percent
disease on April 14th, and the mean disease ratings are
expressed in Table 1. Those means that have a matching
letter following the mean do not significantly differ.
Damage to the untreated controls was 100%, and no

treatment provided complete control of all snow molds
under this extreme pressure. But several treatments did
provide excellent disease control, holding disease infec-
tion to under 5%. Those treatments are numbers 3,8,9,
14, 15, 19, 22, 23, 28, 32, 37, and 38. An important thing
to note with all these treatments is that almost all of
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Treatment Rate
1 Ultrealed Goltrol
21!lPlJs
ManIcure Ultra
RllIere4lXXl

318 Plus
Ma"""reUltra
R.... re4lXXl

4 Spedolor Ultra

Relere4lXXl
5 AMVAC Par-Fb

6 Rewte4lXXl
7 hsiglia

18 Plus
Maricure Ulra

4 FL OZIM

50ZlM
12 FLOZIM

4 FLOZIM
50ZlM

12 FLOZIM
4 FLOZIM

12 FLOZIM
12 FLOZIM

12 FLOZIM
0.7 OZiM

4 FLOZIM
50ZlM

4 FLOZIM
0.70ZlM

50ZlM
0.7 OZiM

50ZlM
12 FLOZIM

1.2 OZIM
'1ZFlOZIM
"5~OiJM .

9 hsiglia

Marlcure Ulra
R€lere4lXXl

Table 1. Percent snow mold at Gateway Golf Club in Land 0'
Lakes, WIfrom the winter of 2005-2006.

them contain a mixture of three separate active ingredi-
ents, which is essential to obtain proper control under
heavy disease pressure.
But what about lesser snow mold disease pressure,

such as is usually seen in central and southern
Wisconsin? It is true that in most years superintendents
in the southern part of the state can get acceptable snow
mold control with little or even no fungicide protection.
But the problem with snow mold lies in the fact that you
only have one shot at getting it right. If you decrease
your snow mold protection in the anticipation of a benign
winter, there is nothing you can do if the winter turns out
to be unexpectedly cold and snowy. Damage from snow
molds and winter injury can significantly affect the playa-
bility of the course well into springtime, which could
reduce play and ultimately the revenue of the golf
course. So take the time this fall to choose the products
that will provide acceptable snow mold control at a price
you can afford, and then sit back and enjoy the cooler
temperatures and the changing leaves."*
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Table 1. continued.
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Figure 1. The differences between treatments that provided excel-
lent control of snow mold and those that fall short are very clear
in this trial.
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WTAReturns to Blackwolf
By Tom Schwab, 0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

B lackwolf Run will once again play
host to the 2007 "Golf Fundraiser for

the Fellowship". Superintendent Mike
Lee has invited us back for another won-
derful round of golf at the Blackwolf Run
Meadow Valley Course on Thursday
October 11th. Your registration helps
support the Distinguished Graduate
Fellowship in Turtgrass Research pro-
gram at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, the program that continually
gives back to you, the turf professionals.
Several studies that have been funded

by the turtgrass fellowships include a comparison
between turfgrass and rain gardens to manage urban
runoff, assessment of different inorganic amendments
to improve putting green construction mixtures, and
soil test selection and calibration for turf in Wisconsin.
These three studies are the first in a lifetime of
learning from a program that started just seven years
ago with the Wayne R. Kussow Fellowship. Since then,
three more fellowships have been funded to provide a
perpetual source of funding for turfgrass science. The
most recent fellowship was inaugurated in June to
study turf disease management.
The fimdraiser is not allabout research though. It is also

about fun and getting out with friends to enjoy a round of
golfnear the end of the season. The traditional door prize
table adds to the enjoyment, and almost everyone takes
home a prize, some worth more than the cost of registra-
tion. The host courses for the fimdraiser have been top
notch which likewise adds to the enjoyment and is why
the event has sold out for the last six years.
The Meadow Valley Course will likely be another

sellout as it offers an exciting challenge to the amateur
golfer and a dramatic dare to the more inclined. The
course is described to have an opening nine, set on
gently rolling terrain reminiscent of a Scottish links
course, and the concluding nine to show influences of
glacial carving of the land, with deep ravines bordering a
river valley. It is one of the few courses in the nation to
achieve a five stars rating in the Golf Digest "Places to
Play" guidebook (3rd edition, 1998-99). Meadow Valley
was ranked 34th in the United States on GOLF
Magazine'slist of the "Top 100YouCan Play" (May 1998).
Its Valley "nine" comprised half of the routing for the
record-setting 1998 U.S. Women's Open conducted by
the USGA at Blackwolf Run. Hole #18 (played as the
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ninth hole of the U.S.Women's Open) was
named one of the "500 Best Holes in the
World"by GOLFMagazine (Jan. 2000).
A special lodging rate will be offered at

The American Club for participants inter-
ested in accormnodations: Standard rooms
for $250 single/double occupancy. Please
call 1-800-344-2838to make a reservation.
I hope you are able to join your

colleagues for this wonderful event. It is
truly an outstanding course and the funds
raised strengthen your industry with
important research that we can all use.

The registration form is included. You may contact
Audra at 608-845-6536 or ajander2@wisc.edu if you
have questions. Whether it's your first WTA"Fundraiser
for the Fellowship" or you've attended many, we hope
you won't miss this one. Youowe it to yourself after such
a busy sununer.*

Call today for a free
DryJect demonstration.

Only a DryJetr Contractor can help.
See the unique, dynamic pattern of three
dimensional channels that are created by a typical
DryJect application. The aggressive subsurface
changes created allow for air, water and nutrients
to feed the root zone like no other system on the
market today without disrupting the surface.
DryJect has been used on some of the nation's top
golf venues including Oakmont, Winged Foot and
Merion. Also, the Dallas Cowboys Training Center
uses DryJect.

Contact an authorized, experienced Dryject
Service Center Contractor and start aerating,
injecting or modifying your soil today.

DryJect®
Only DryJect Contractors
can inject while aerating.

For more information
contact:

Dry.1ecto
of Wisconsin
Dale R. Steffy
262-812-6036

www.dryjed.com© Advanced Agro Technologies, Inc; DryJect LlC, 2005



2007 WTA Golf Outing
Benefiting the

Wisconsin Distinguished Graduate Fellowships in Turfgrass Research
Thursday, Octo ber 11th, 2007

The Meadow Valleys Course at Blackwolf Run

Where: Blackwolf Run
1111 \N est Riverside Drive
Kohler, WI 53044

When: Thursday, October 11,2007
9:00-10:00 Registration and Practice
10:30 Shotgun

What: Golf, Cart, Practice Range, and Lunch
Door Prizes for Every Entrant
Golf Recognition and Awards
Ceremony after Golf

Event: 4-Person Best Ball

Cost: $ 170.00/person

The Meadow Valleys Course at Blackwolf Run

• Created by world-renowned golf course designer Pete Dye, the Meadow Valleys Course at Blackwolf Run in
Kohler, Wisconsin, offers an exciting challenge to the amateur golfer and a dramatic dare to the professional. The
opening nine, set on gently rolling terrain, is reminiscent of Scottish links courses; the concluding nine shows the
influence of glacial carving of the land, with deep ravines bordering a river valley.

• One of the few courses in the nation to achieve five stars in the Golf Digest "Places to Play" guidebook (3rd
edition, 1998-99), Meadow Valleys also was ranked 34th in the United States on GOLF Magazine's list of the
"Top 100 You Can Play" (May 1998). Its Valley "nine" comprised half of the routing for the record-setting 1998
U.S. Women's Open conducted by the USGA at BlackwolfRun. Hole #18 (played as the ninth hole of the U.S.
Women's Open) was named one of the "500 Best Holes in the World" by GOLF Magazine (Jan. 2000).

• A special lodging rate will be offered at The American Club for participants interested in accommodations: Std
rooms for $250 single/double occupancy. Please call 1-800-344-2838 to make a reservation.

# of People Attending __ x $170

* * * You May Sponsor A Golf Hole By Purchasing A Tee

Sign or Make An Additional Tax Deductible Contribution

* Tee Sign Golf Hole Sponsorship x $100

* Name To Be Printed on Tee Sign --- _

Name/s: _

Company: _

Address: _

City: State: Zip: _

Phone: (

TOTAL

* Additional Tax Deductible Contribution = _

Make check payable and return by October 1, 2007 to:

Wisconsin Turfgrass Association
2502 Highway M
Verona, WI 53593

Refer questions about the outing to Audra
@ 608-845-6536 or ajander2@wisc.edu





THE EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Another Dry Summer
For Most of Us

winter. Crops were ruined, pas-
tures dried up and so did streams
and springs.
Search the Internet and you will

see for yourself what it was like
where you now live back in 1936.
In our town the temperature hit
100 degrees F on July 7, 1936 and
stayed there for a week. July 14th
of that year saw 107 degrees F, a
record that still stands, but it was

less than the 114 degrees the day
before in the Dells! On July 13th of
1936, every weather reporting sta-
tion in Wisconsin soared to 100
degrees F or higher.
August 18th, 1936 was 100

degrees and for much of the rest of
the month it was over 90 degrees
everyday. So don't relax yet;
August can be a barn burner, too.
Although I was only nine, I can

By Monroe S. Miller, Golf Course Superintendent, Blackhawk Country Club

Except for maybe the extreme
southeast and southwest cor-

ners of the state, most moisture
status maps show WISCOnsinto be
"abnormally dry," not a good thing
when worry about over water table
levels, surface water levels and even
our famed Great Lakes. Itwas only a
few days ago that I read a report that
Lake Superior will reach an 80-year
low level and has experienced over a
4 degree F increase in water temper-
atures. It has been so dry that some
golf course construction projects
have actually halted; it is impossible
to shape or compact dust.
Much of the state got a drink on

July 27th; some of the rain, unfortu-
nately, came too fast to do much
good. The Wisconsin Agricultural
Statistics Service reported earlier
that week that 80% of the state was
either short or very short of soil
moisture because of the below
normal rainfall. Another fairly wide-
spread storm in the first week of
August helped improve the situa-
tion, also. Although we are lucky to
have irrigation systems, nothing
covers like rain from the sky.A lot of
time and money has been spent on
handwatering this summer.
Employees with one-inch green
hose and nozzles have been an
almost more common site than
those operating mowing equipment.
And it is not like it hasn't been

hot and dry before. I have vivid
recollections of my grandparents
and parents talking about the
summer of 1936. My family mem-
bers were almost all involved in
farming and the weather seriously
threatened crops and livestock.
Farmers were cutting the coarse
weeds along roadsides and putting
them in the barn in hope of getting
through, somehow, the coming

JOHN DEERE
NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE'

John Deere One Source

For All Your Golf and Turf Needs
Call Your Local Salemen Today www.JohnOeere.com

GREENIMAGE llC
12040 POINT OOUGLAS DR SOUTH
HASTINGS, MN 55033
LYLE OLSON 1651) 437-7747
JOHN DEERE IRRIGATION SALESMAN

GREEN IMAGE LLC
W3807 COUNTY ROAO C
WEST SALEM, WI 54669
scon WENDELS (60S) 345-0841
JOHN OEERE DNE SOURCE SALESMAN

GREENIMAGE, LLC
W3807 COUNTY ROAD C
WEST SALEM, WI 54669
JIM SPENCER (6081444· 7227
JOHN OEERE EQUIPMENT SALESMAN
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THE EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

remember the hot summer of
1955. Two years before in 1953,
August temperatures ended with a
week in the 90s and had a 100
degree topper on the last day of
the month.
Many readers experienced the

heat of the summer of 1988; count
me among them. Twelve days in
July and August set all-time high
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temperature records and six of
them were over 100 degrees F.
That was the summer, on about
August 1st, that Midwest Irrigation
started installation of our new irri-
gation system. Good timing!
So, yes, it has been hot and dry.

And we complain (it is almost a
duty!), yet courses in general were
very playable - "fast and ugly,"as our

i~l'bLFGRAP1l\C~

Serving the Golf Industry
Since 1989

SIGNAGE
Bronze .A1uminum

Redwood • Rinowood
Granite· Natural Stone
ArmorSign. KingStone

ACCESSORIES
Rinowood
EasyCare

Introducing Our New
Private Label Flags

Outstanding
Quality and Price.

Call Us To Compare

608-222-9363
6320 Monona Dr., Suite 202A

Madison,WI 53716

www.nationa1go1fgraphics.com
ngg@tds.net

esteemed WGCSA president Mike
Lyonsrelated to me. But, as it always
has, the rains come and within days
WISconsinis green again.
But who hasn't been absolutely

delighted with the reduced level of
plant diseases? Honestly, I have
seen only a couple dollar spot infec-
tions, likely where a boom missed.
The dryweather has been accompa-
nied by some days with lower dew
points, making the lack of rainfall a
little easier to accept. I have seen
some anthracnose and some rhizoc-
tonia, but that is about it.
As has been observed for almost

forever, it all evens out. The soil
moisture status of the various
regions of the state is here for
you review, thanks to the great
staff at the Wisconsin Agricultural
Statistics Service.

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF

July 1, 2007

State average

Very Short 19%
Short 48%
Adequate 33%
Surplus 0%

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF

July 29, 2007

o

State average

Very Short 35%
Short 40%
Adequate 24%
Surplus 1%
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THE EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

I guess you could say it is the
"elephant in the room" and is too
hard to ignore. I am speaking, of
course, of the TurfNet survey of
turf colleges in the country. I
looked through it quickly, fully
expecting to see Wisconsin's land
grant university ranked in the top
ten. It should be.
Not only wasn't the school in the

top ten, it wasn't even ranked.
I was angry and disgusted. And

so were a lot of people associated
with the program, past and pre-
sent. We figured the reason for a no
show was due to either laziness or
incompetence somewhere along
the line. I mean, when you look at a
program with ONE undergrad stu-
dent ranked in the top twenty, you
can ONLYconclude that somehow
or other the survey didn't make
sense and was seriously flawed,
whether we were included or not.

It is safe to say that we have gotten
the appropriate attention. None of

our faculty were at any fault. The
survey was sent to the wrong person,
as near as I can tell (TurfN et's fault; a
call to GCSAAwould have given the
accurate information for all universi-
ties, colleges and two-year schools)
and someone ( do not know who) in
the UW- Madison sat on it until one
day prior to the deadline.
John Stier has the right idea: the

water is over the dam for this survey.
He is focused on the positive aspect
of designing a survey that will be
accurate the next time one is con-
ducted. Maybethen wewill have data
that will actuallymean something.
By the way, among those left out

are Florida and Tennessee. Misery
likes company, and we definitely
have some.

•
Hats off and three cheers to

Schwab, Anderson, the Noer
Facility staff, Stier, Soldat and UW
- Madison staff who presented

absolutely the fmest WTAITPIIMSC
Field Day in the history of all
mankind! I exaggerate not - it was
unbelievable, and Tom Schwab's
colunm and pies tell the story.
I'll ask the question: Where were

the Wisconsin golf course superin-
tendents? Funny how a monthly
meeting can draw over a hundred
of us for a day of golf and chow (see
the President's Message) at some
considerable distance, but research
plots, lectures, equipment and sup-
plies, demonstrations and more
bring half that number (or less).
Too bad. Twelve hundred from

several continents and lots of coun-
tries descended on the Noer
Facility for a fantastic and afford-
able show. Our lack of presence
was embarrassing .

It doesn't add up. For those in
attendance, you know what I mean.
For those absent, you really missed
something.

•
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