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What It Was Like To Receive
The WSGA Hall of Fame Award
By Monroe S. Miller, Golf Course Superintendent, Blackhawk Country Club

I t was a surprise like few others I've
had in my life. Enough people have

asked me about the Hall of Fame
Award that it seems sensible to
record the details, at least as I
remember them.

Bob Schlicht and I sat at the
same table during a wedding recep-
tion a few years ago and he spent a
lot of the time patiently answering
my questions about his father Karl
(Kully). Bob and the rest of the
Schlicht kids grew up at
Blackhawk, literally, where their
father was the golf pro for 30 years
and the pro/greenkeeper for 21 of
those years.

The Schlicht family lived in a
house on the golf course and as a

result they remember so many
details of their father's career. When
I think of how busy I am, I cannot
fathom those career ancestors of
ours who also did the golf profes-
sional's work. One of those I have
read a lot about was Arnold Palmer's
father, Deke. Arnie's done a large
favor for us by writing of how his
father handled the responsibilities of
both positions.

The more I contemplated Kully
Schlicht's career in golf in Madison,
the more it seemed logical to
submit his name and career details
to the Wisconsin State Golf
Association Hall of Fame com-
mittee for consideration.

The committee met in late May, so

when I received a call from the HOF
committee chairman, Dr. David
Cookson, I assumed it was to tell me
Mr. Schlicht had been chosen for the
WSGA Hall of Fame. It seemed
unlikely that he would call to say that
he hadn't been selected.

Imagine my surprise when Dr.
Cookson told me of my incredibly
good fortune. To this day I still
haven't recovered from that surprise.
And I'm going to continue to see if
Kully Schlicht's name has a place in
the Hall of Fame.

A couple of the papers noted
the WSGA choices, and the cards
and letters started to arrive, along
with phone calls, e-mails and
visits. Rod Johnson's call was the
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first. It was pure pleasure hearing
from so many friends.

An event usually takes place at
the State Amateur, but that didn't
exactly apply in my case. So it fell
to our BCC club manager, John
Altschwager, to deal with that, a
good thing since he is a real pro at
his job and I am close to being anti-
social.

A recurring comment through the
summer was delight that a golf
course superintendent was selected.
The thought is that the first choice
opens the door for other superinten-
dents, and that is my fervent hope.
There are so many who are qualified.

All summer long it seemed
someone was always bringing this up
in conversation. It was so pleasant,
especially during a summer that was
so miserable with its lack of precipi-
tation and endless heat.

The thought of the late summer
reception caused some worry on my
part. I fussed over not knowing
people's name, the late season timing
(when superintendents are all tired),
not knowing what to say, and more.
It turned out, as it often does, that
my fears were unfounded.

The reception was on the last
Sunday in August. It was hard to
know the best time when consid-
ering people in our business - we are
ALWAYS busy in the summer, espe-
cially one like this one was.
I could have understood if none
of my colleagues were at the
clubhouse.

Wrong on that count! So many
came such distances, often with
spouses, to be there. Many former
Blackhawk employees were in the
building, from as far away as St.
Louis (Steve and Debbie Millett),
Raliegh (Bob Erickson), and Mike
Bogroff (Traverse City). Bill and Pat
Roberts drove up from Chicago, and
all quarters of Wisconsin were repre-
sented.

I was allowed to invite 20 guests,
so my family was there and so were
the green committee chairs (and
their spouses) I have worked for

over my career, if they were still
around. The number wasn't great
since we tend to have fairly long
terms, but they covered the bulk of
my years at Blackhawk. I was flat-
tered to be in their midst at once.
Ralph Loy, who was green com-
mittee chair when I was hired, drove

up on his own despite his age of 97!
The presence of Professor Jim

Love was wonderful. He is second
only to my father as men who have
influenced my life and he is one of a
kind in intellect, personality and
interests. Profs Koval, Kussow and
Jung were also there, as was Elton
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Aberle, CALS dean.
I also have a long history with Dr.

Cookson and With Gene Haas, so you
can understand why it was so mean-
ingful to have a program that fea-
tured them. I will always treasure the
great caricature Gene gave to me!

And then there was our chapter
president, prominent on the pro-
gram. What fun it was to sit back and
listen to his remarks, although he cut
my heart out a couple of times! But
he spoke only the truth, which is

what Marc Davison always does.
Nearly everyone on our 2005 golf

course crew came up to see what all
the commotion was about. More
than anything I enjoyed seeing them
all scrubbed and polished and well
dressed; I hardly recognized them!
One of the kids asked me where the
Hall of Fame was located and if it
cost anything for admittance! It isn't
the same as the HOFs we are most
familiar with - Canton, Far Hills,
Springfield or Cooperstown. But the

ARMM
ACCESS BOXES™

FORMERLY AMETEK* ACCESS BOXES

Manufactured in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Specify ARMM A C C E S S B O X E S 7

- A Wisconsin Product!

honor is just as high to me as any of
those places.

Many of our members took the
time to attend, as did a number of
WSGA officers and directors, and
Tom Schmidt.

I had the chance to see nearly
everyone during the five hours or so
that it lasted, and that was the best
part. I wish I could mention everyone
by name, but room doesn't permit.
During the time between Dr.
Cookson's call and the reception, I
have thought a lot about the career I
have had for so long. I have thought
about all golf has given to me in
terms of opportunities. I have felt
sorry for those people who work only
because of what they might earn,
rather that working for the love of
the work itself, like so many of us
have. Those poor souls measure
their success and that of others in
monetary terms; they have missed so
much in life.

That is why I consider myself to
be one lucky man to have been a golf
course superintendent. The Hall of
Fame award is evidence of that good
fortune.^
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American Society of Golf Course Architects and
Wisconsin State Golf Association present

REMODELING UNIVERSITY
"A Short Course to a Better Course"

Information and Registration Form

Tuesday, October 4, 2005
Westmoor Country Club, Brookfield, Wl

The American Society of Golf Course Architects and the Wisconsin State Golf Association present the
acclaimed educational symposium series, "Remodeling University: A Short Course to a Better Course.''''
This program is perfect for any superintendent, professional, manager, club leader, course owner or green
committee member involved in the remodeling process. Course remodeling projects will be profiled,
highlighting issues related to budgeting, planning, and the roles and responsibilities of golf course
architects, superintendents, builders and others.

The event will feature an impressive panel of ASGCA member architects and other experts who will offer
insights into the planning and implementation of golf course remodeling projects. There will also be CEU
points for GCSAA members and credits for PGA and CMAA members.

Over lunch, attendees will be able to mingle with peers and speakers. Attendance fees for this program
are $99 in advance or $129 at the door. Fees include continental breakfast, lunch and all materials.
To register, contact the American Society of Golf Course Architects, 125 N. Executive Drive, Suite 106,
Brookfield, WI 53005. Phone: 262-786-5960. Or email info@asgca.org. For more information, visit
www.remodelinguniversitv.org.

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

10:00-10:15 a.m.

10:15-10:45 a.m.

10:45-11:30 a.m.

11:30-12:00 p.m.

12:00-12:45 p.m.

12:45-1:15 p.m.

1:15-1:30 p.m.

1:30-2:15 p.m.

2:15-3:15 p.m.

Registration

Introduction with John Warren, WSGA and Bruce Charlton, ASGCA

Remodeling 101: Why Remodel? Evaluating your Facility with Bruce Charlton, ASGCA

Remodeling201: Preparing and Packaging a Renovation Project with Garret Gill, ASGCA

Lunch

Remodeling 301: Building the Right Foundation and Creating a Success,
with Rick Jacobson, ASGCA

Renovation lessons Learned at Merrill Hills and Olde Highlander,
with Bob Muren, WSGA President

Break

Remodeling 401: Planning and Preparing for the Future, with Bruce Charlton, ASGCA

Case Studies with Garrett Gill, ASGCA and Rick Jacobson, ASGCA

Thank you to the following organizations for supporting Remodeling University:

Golf Course Owners of Wisconsin
PGA of America - Wisconsin Section

Wisconsin Badger Chapter Club Managers Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association

The Toro Company



American Society of Golf Course Architects and
Wisconsin State Golf Association present

REMODELING UNIVERSITY
"A Short Course to a Better Course "

REGISTRATION FORM

LJ October 4, 2005 - Westmoor Country Club, Brookfield, Wl

• $99 - Advance Registration (io days prior to event)

• $129-At the door

NAME:

TITLE:

GOLF COURSE/COMPANY:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

TELEPHONE:

E-MAIL:

ZIP:

FAX:

CMAA/ GCSAA / PGAA Member Number (for credits or CEUs):

o register, mail this form alonq with a check made payable to ASGCA:

American Society of Golf Course Architects, 125 N. Executive Drive, Suite 106, Brookfield, Wl 53005
ph: 262-786-5960 fax: 262-786-5919

web site - www.asqca.org e-mail - info(a>asqca.orq

Thank you to the following organizations for supporting Remodeling University:

Golf Course Owners of Wisconsin
PGA of America - Wisconsin Section

Wisconsin Badger Chapter Club Managers Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association

The Toro Company
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A Plan For Autumn
By Monroe S. Miller, Golf Course Superintendent Blackhawk Country Club

Honestly, as the weeks and
months of summer droned on, I

wondered if fall was ever going to
arrive. Halfway through summer, I
had had enough. But as it always
does, the long days leave and the
cooler ones arrive. Summer and
stress move slowly, but autumn
never seems to stay long.

I'll admit that I am missing the
fireflies and birdsongs. But the
grasshoppers, crickets and katydids
are substitute enough. The fresh-
ness of summer annuals is reason-
ably replaced by Queen Anne's lace,
golden rod and the blue stars on
stems we call asters.

My plan is to enjoy all that is
autumn, something not possible
with the summer season when you
are a golf course superintendent. I'm
going to head out to Kalscheuer's
farm and search out their biggest
and orangest pumpkins, and make a
big pile of them on my porch. Maybe
they'll have some dry cornstalks and
yellow straw for sale, too.

As the shadows lengthen, I am
going to make plenty of trips to my
favorite orchard and buy plenty of
apple cider; I know one that doesn't
pasteurize their cider and it tastes a
whole lot better.

My plan for autumn includes not
only Badger football games and
maybe a Packer game, but it also
sets aside time for country rides and
walks in places where leaves cover
the ground and crunch like corn-
flakes as you pass through.

Who my age doesn't miss the
aroma of leaf smoke in the fall? At
least once a guy has to pack his
Weber grill with leaves and sit back
and enjoy the smell; it could be the
ultimate way to reminisce about
days gone by.

The flavors of autumn include

plenty of pies - apple and pumpkin
and grape. There's nothing like pie
made from fresh Concorde grapes,
enjoyed with a cup of strong black
coffee. It is pleasant to enjoy the
quiet and watch the haze settle into
the land below my house. And it is
usually so quiet here at home on the
edge of town you can hear the
sound of combines busy harvesting
corn and beans.

I plan to take a day off to simply
sit and think. I'll consider the theory
someone advanced years ago -
"everything is something it isn't, and
everybody is always somewhere
else" - while contemplating the sky
and clouds and geese flying south.

Oh, yes, at the golf course we'll be
aerifying, seeding and getting some
overdue projects done, perfect work
for faU. The WGCSA dinner /dance is
a fall tradition for many, and most
will see the season end with the
famed Wisconsin Golf Turf
Symposium. In between those two
events are golf outings - for the WTA
and for the Wee One Foundation.

After what consensus tells us, as
well as what the accompanying data
from the Wisconsin Agricultural
Statistics Service demonstrates, it
was a hot and dry summer, a miser-
able growing season that followed a
terrible winter. We deserve a spe-
cial fall season. Do your part to
make it happen.

•

Congratulations to young
Branden Tanko, son of Gary. He
received the Joseph S. Garske
Collegiate Grant from GCSAA. It is a
scholarship funded by Par Aide and
named for the founder of the com-
pany. It is a $2,500 scholarship and
will help pay Branden's expenses to
attend Minnesota State University -
Mankato this fall.

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF

July 15, 2005

If you plan to travel around the
state to enjoy fall color, you'd better
get an early start. The drought expe-
rienced in many regions of Wisconsin
has had a negative effect on woody
ornamentals and that stress may
prompt trees to change colors early.
An early leaf drop is also expected as
a result of the lack of rainfall.

•

WGCSA members had a good
year on the amateur golf tour this
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