
pieces of the moss plant around that can quickly
establish itself in another area of the golf course. With
the amount of foot and machine traffic that occurs
every single day on a golf course, it is easy to see how
quickly an isolated spot of moss can spread to every
green on the course.
Current Control Options

There has been considerable research done in other
parts of the country on different chemical controls for
moss. Yelverton (2005) had success controlling moss in
North Carolina using several different iron fertilizers and
different Daconil formulations. Cook et al. (2002) had
successful control in Oregon using Kocide 2000 (copper
hydroxide), a soap product called No-Mas,and especially
Junction. Landschoot et al. (2004) at Penn State also
found Junction to be successful in controlling moss, and
identified a rate of 4 oz/1000 sq. ft. to be optimal in cool
weather.

What is interesting about the research is that what may
work in one study had very little control in another.
Yelverton (2005) had good moss control using Daconil in
North Carolina, while Cook et al. (2002) had little to no
control using it in Oregon. Cook et al. had success using
No-Mas,but when tested in more arid Californiaclimates
the product was said to be ineffective. Landschoot et al.
found that Junction was an ineffective moss control
during the humid Pennsylvania summers, but had better
control once the temperatures cooled down in late fall.

What all this variability suggests is that climate plays a
significant factor in not only what moss control products
you can use, but also how effective they will be and the
proper timing of those applications. What controls moss
in North Carolina doesn't appear to work in Oregon or
Pennsylvania. The question remains then; what products
successfully control moss in Wisconsin?

FOR SALE
RANSOMES 3000
FAIRWAY MOWER

4WD, 1034 hours
New engine has 100 hours.

All new reel bearings, fully serviced
and ready to mow

$8,500 aBO
Contact Rich Eberley

608-335-4040

Wisconsin Moss Control
Our research this summer at the University of

Wisconsin-Madison will focus on the efficacy of moss
control products in Wisconsin's unique climate. Some
treatments successful in other climates will be tested,
as well as some newer moss control programs that
have been developed in recent years. Treatments will
include a Daconil/Spotrete/Fore combination,
Junction, Quicksilver, Dawn Ultra, and an experi-
mental treatment. Many of these treatments are not
labeled for moss control, but we are testing them in
the hope of pushing for a moss label in the future for
any successful products. The study will be conducted
at the O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research Facility on a
Penncross creeping bentgrass green mowed at 1/8 of
an inch that has recently become infested with moss.

Preliminary results will be available to those
attending the Wisconsin Turfgrass Association's Field
Day at the O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and
Education Facility on July 26th. Please feel free to
email me at plk@plantpath.wisc.edu if you have any
questions regarding moss control or our research.
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A FOND FAREWELL
TO THE TURF DOC
By Oscar Peterson,Golf Course Superintendent, Watertown Country Club

When University of Wisconsin -
Madison turf students and

faculty, both past and present,
recall their experience with UW-
Madison's Soil Science Department,
many undoubtedly remember the
impact that one person had on
their lives. That influence is Dr.
Wayne Kussow, who after nearly
twenty years of service to turf stu-
dents, will be retiring this summer.

To commemorate his retirement,
a celebration was held at
Blackhawk Country Club in
Madison on June 7th.
Approximately 80 well-wishers
attended the party; old advisees,
current students and the entire
UW-Madison turf faculty. Many
took this opportunity to give a long
deserved thank you to a man who
has given so much to so many
people. His passion for his work and
in helping others influenced years
of students as shown by the atten-
dance and the positive comments
that echoed throughout the evening.

The party began with a
receiving line as Dr. Kussow
greeted familiar faces from past
and present. Some were current
students and others were faces
from twenty years ago. He recog-
nized everyone and remembered
individual accomplishments. Some
were from Wisconsin and others
traveled from long distances:
Tennessee, New York, Florida,
California and even Barbados.

Oscar Peterson welcomed
everyone and began the evening
with an informal interview of Dr.
Kussow. Attendees were given a
little history right from the horse's
mouth. Oscar went on to relay his
experience as a turf student,
advisee of Dr. Kussow and as a
graduate. His was an experience

similar to others in the room with
many accolades going to the posi-
tive influence and advisement
from the Turf Doc. Oscar stressed
that over the years there was no
formal way as students to thank
him for his work; no gold watch to
give or plaque to hang on the wall.
Therefore the party, a ball rack
with enough spots for all of his
graduates to display a golf ball
from their club, and a lifetime of
golf shirts were presented to him.
These were small gifts in compar-
ison to the words of praise
received throughout the evening.

The night continued with an
invocation from graduate, Kendall
Marquardt. He asked for thanks in
bringing everyone together for
such a meaningful occasion. He,
along with the others, wished Dr.
Kussow well with his future
endeavors.

Doug Soldat, currently finishing
up his PhD at Cornell University,
was next at the microphone for a
toast. He recalled some interesting
stories while obtaining his Masters
degree under Kussow's advise-

ment. He enlightened us with
some of Dr. Kussow's common
sense approaches to problems and
how they have helped him out in
his career.

During the dinner, guests made
good use of the open microphone.
Praise was given for publishing
useable, common sense research
when he was capable of more chal-

Honored guest, the retiring Professor
Wayne R. Kussow.
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lenging, career profitable research.
Tributes for teaching class mate-
rial that is still relevant in today's
world were mentioned. People
shared stories of Dr. Kussow's help
in landing internships, that diffi-
cult first job, and ultimately
obtaining people's dream jobs.
Professors lamented about him
being on their tenure advisement
committees. Students also remem-
bered him for helping out in times
of crisis, not always having to do
with coursework or college
careers. He was always there for
everyone at anytime.

We were fortunate to have Dr.
Jim Love present. This was fitting
because he was the one who inter-
ested Dr. Kussow in first entering
graduate school. Consequently Dr.
Kussow ended up being Dr. Love's
replacement twenty years ago. Dr.
Love shared some history about
the college and the politics and
processes of appointing Dr.
Kussow to the post, a decision that
he influenced and ended up being
very proud of.

All three of Dr. Kussow's sons
were there to talk about fond
memories of their childhoods as
kids of the Turf Doc. We all discov-
ered he might be the only turf care
professional in the industry that
actually does have a nice lawn!
Good thing my wife wasn't around
to hear that one.

The celebration continued with
a photo taken of all in attendance,
a great keepsake for Dr. Kussow to
remember an evening of thanks
and praise from years of lives that
he has impacted. A wonderful
dinner and drinks, along with
plenty of "Wisconsinizing" con-
cluded a memorable evening with
friends and colleagues.

To an outsider, this would have
appeared to be a celebration for an
extremely well liked man who did
an exceptional job spanning his
entire career, which it was essen-
tially. But upon closer examination,
a common link repeated itself with

Carie and Aaron
Goninen,Chad Grimm
and George Magnin
were happy to celebrate
with Dr. Kussow.

Oscar Peterson,Watertown CC superintendent, organized the recognitiondinner and served
as MC. Josh Lepine constructddthe ball rack to Oscar'sright

Dr. Chris Williamson, Wayne's colleague, Mike Semler, like so many others,
shared a few stories. expressed gratitude to the Turf Doc.
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The evening concludedwith a class picture!

every story told and every com-
ment shared. Dr. Kussow has the
remarkable ability to make each
and every student feel like a spe-
cial individual. Everyone felt at one
time or another that he/she
received special considerations
and extra time that they didn't nec-
essarily expect or even deserve.
They were thanking Dr. Kussow for
something that isn't in any job
description. They thanked him for
taking that extra time and just for
caring. Everyone was pleased to
have this opportunity to finally say
"thank-you" to the Turf Doc.

Dr. Kussow retired? We all know
that he is still only a phone call
away. No one really believes that
he is ready to hang up his soil
probe for good just yet. Just as he
has always had the time and
interest to help each of us, he will
undoubtedly remain influential in
our lives and careers. It is his time
now to take some well-deserved
vacations, maybe even during the
summer months! Keep him alive in
the industry; give him a phone call
when you get that next job or just
when you want to hear a familiar,
encouraging voice.

For all that he has given, we are
all better people because of his
guidance. Thanks for being an out-
standing friend, colleague, and the
ultimate Turf Doc."*

ACCESS BOXE,STM
FORMERLY AMETEK- ACCESS BOXES

Manufactured in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Specify A.M •• ACCESS BOXESTM
- A Wisconsin Product!

Dr. Kussow recognized the great impact Dr.
Jim Love had on his career.

Doug Soldat made the long trip from
Cornell University to Wisconsin to toast
Wayne Kussow.
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WSGA Hall of Fame's Newest Members
By Gene Haas, Golf Writer and Retired WSGA Executive Director

Itwas a warm, mid-summer day in July 1964at the beau-
tiful Blackhawk Country Club, located on the bluffs of

Shorewood Hills overlooking resplendent Lake Mendota,
during the Wisconsin State Golf Association's State
Amateur Championship that the WSGAHallof Fame was
born. The first fivecharter inductees were golfinglegends:
Edward P. "Ned" Allisand Lynford Lardner of Milwaukee
CC, BillySixty,Sr. of Blue Mound G & CC, WIlfordWehrle
of Racine CC, and Dick Cavanagh of Kenosha CC.

The original "ground rules" required an inductee to
be a male amateur, at least 40 years old, and possessing
a distinctive record of contribution to the game. Within
six years the field of candidates ran dry, and every past
president of the WSGAbecame a serious candidate for
election. In fact, many of them were elected.

When James R. Love served as WSGA president in
1971 and '72, he suspended the WSGA Hall of Fame
Committee for the next four years in fear that the
Committee would be accused of cronyism in their
selections. He then convinced the WSGA Board to
revise the Committee, allowing for the election of all
qualified candidates - male and female, professionals,
public links representatives and individuals from all
segments of the golfing fraternity.

In the spring of 1975, I received a call from Jim Love
asking if I would be willing to serve on the expanded
WSGA Hall of Fame Committee, which would include
professionals, women members and representatives
from the public links and the media. Being the current
president of the Milwaukee County Public Links
Association and a vice president of the Wisconsin
Public Links Association, Love felt that I would be a
logical member - and I readily accepted.

Since being appointed to the Committee, I have found
it to be a wonderful educational experience. The oppor-
tunity to serve as the Committee's recording secretary for
the past thirty years, examining the biographies of
Wisconsin's greatest contributors to the game, has been
equally informative and personally gratifying.

Yet,it has been a difficult task. After pre-studying the
biographies, and then collectively discussing the candi-
date's qualifications,a vote is taken. Tobe elected a nom-
inee must receive at least 75% yes votes of the twenty-
one member Committee. This often becomes a difficult
task. In 1987, '90 and '98, no candidates were elected. At
the end of 2004, there were 69 elected members of the
Hall of Fame.

A review of the members elected to the Hall of Fame

since 1964 reveals that there are eighteen professionals,
thirteen women golfers, twenty-two amateur golfers, fif-
teen administrative contributors and one agronomist - the
legendary O.J. Noer, who was elected in 1985.

When the Hallof Fame Committee met in Mayof 2005,
it again reviewed and voted upon the list of carry-over
candidates - none were elected.

In keeping with procedure, biographies of new candi-
dates were then presented and voted upon. When those
votes were tabulated, two candidates were elected - Gary
Menzel and Monroe Miller - becoming the 70th and 71st
members of the WSGAHall of Fame.

Gary Menzel, 60, a retired Milwaukeepoliceman and a
member of the WSGABoard of Directors, has been an
outstanding golfer for more than thirty-five years. He was
elected for his accomplishments as a competitive golfer.
He placed second in the 1971 WSGAState Amateur at
Milwaukee CC, and then became a professional golfer for
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the next twenty-five years. He only played sparingly, due
to a growing familyand a rigorous work schedule. He was
reinstated as an amateur golfer in 1999 and has dazzled
the amateur golf scene ever since.

In 2000, Menzel reached the finals of the USGA
Senior Amateur championship and was a semi-finalist
in 2001. He also made the 72-hole cut in the 2001 USGA
Senior Open, playing against the best senior golfers in
the world. Also in 2001, he won the prestigious WPLA
Ray Fischer 72-hole title at the Janesville Riverside GC.
He also has won five WSGA Senior Amateur and two
WPGA Senior Open titles since becoming a senior
golfer. Menzel has been the WSGA Senior Amateur
Player of the Year five times and continues to excel in
all Wisconsin major golf tournaments.

Monroe Miller,superintendent at Blackhawk CC since
1973,holds the distinction of becoming the first full-time
superintendent elected to the WSGA Hall of Fame.
Monroe was born in Madison in 1946. He grew up on a
farm near Fennimore, Wisconsinand graduated from the
University of Wisconsin - Madison with a degree in Soil
Science and the turfgrass management option. He then
served in Vietnam as a military policeman in 1969 - '70.
After receiving his honorable discharge, he attended
grad school and working briefly at Maple Bluff CCbefore
accepting the position as head superintendent at
Blackhawk CC in 1973.

Always an activist, Miler occupied all the officer posi-
tions with the Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents
Association, serving as president in 1984 and '85. In
1984, Millertook on the added responsibility as editor of
the WGCSA magazine, The Grass Roots. This out-
standing magazine became even greater under Miller's
editorial direction. It has won twenty-one consecutive
GCSAAawards and is considered the association's pre-
mier chapter magazine in the country.

Many groups have recognized Miller for his untiring
devotion and contributions to the turfgrass industry. He
has received the UW-MadisonCollegeofAgricultural and
LifeSciences Honorary Recognition Award for his efforts
in establishing the Wisconsin Turfgrass Association and
the O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research Facility at the UW-
Madison, and the WGCSA'sDistinguished Service Award.
Also in 2004, he received the coveted USGA Green
Section's Award, arguably the highest award given an
individual in the golf turf industry.

To many of his fellow superintendents, Monroe is the
"voice of the minority." He has expressed his opinion on
almost every major issue in the industry, "telling it like it
is," often as an editorial comment in The Grass Roots -
which is usually applauded by his peers. His election to
the WSGAHall of Fame opens the door for others in the
turfgrass industry to be recognized and honored. Monroe
Miller once again has set the standard as a leader. Now,
who will be the next Hall of Famer?*
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WISCONSIN ENTOMOLOGY REPORT

Annoying Mound Building Ants in
~ Turf: What Options are Available?

By Dr. R. Chris Williamson, Department of Entomology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Ants can be tremendously
annoying pests on golf courses,

especially in high-profile areas such
as putting greens, tees, and even
fairways. Moreover, due to the
increased use of sand-based
putting greens and tees, empirical
evidence suggests that ants are
becoming a growing problem. This
is not to say they are not also
common in roughs as well as other
sunny turf sites; however they are
often less noticeable.

Worker ants excavate under-
ground nest chambers, pushing up
soil that creates "volcano-shaped"
mounds (Shetlar 2003). [Figure
1] These mounds, typically 2 - 4
inches in diameter, not only dis-
rupt the smoothness and unifor-
mity of putting green surfaces, but
they also smother patches of turf
as well as dull mower blades
(Lopez et al. 2000). As a result,
golf course superintendents typi-
cally make surface applications of
fast-acting (quick knockdown)
conventional insecticides to elimi-
nate this nuisance pest.
The Culprit

A relatively small ant commonly
referred to by golf course superin-
tendents as the "turfgrass ant"(not
an officially recognized common
name by the Entomological Society
of America), Lasius neoniger, is
native throughout the United
States and Canada. This ant
species is a social insect that lives
in colonies that are comprised of
thousands of sterile female
workers, and typically only one
reproductive queen. An individual
ant nest is commonly comprised of
multiple interconnected chambers
approximately 10 - 15 inches deep.
Each passage to the surface is
capped with a mound. Depending

on the time of year (i.e., spring vs.
summer), there can be a consider-
able variation in the number of ant
mounds per nest, ranging between
two and ten. Generally, the number
of ant mounds steadily increases
from early spring to late summer as
the colony grows.

Previously conducted research
has revealed that as food
resources become more abundant
in the spring, the queen steadily
increases egg production.
However, once this peak produc-
tion occurs, the offspring from this
brood develop relatively slowly,

Figure 1: "Volcano-shaped"
ant mound.

Figure 2: Winged
reproductive
(swermer) ant.

• THE GRASS ROOTS JULY/AUGUST 2005


