
TABLE OF CONTENTS
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Sky is Falling •••..•••.
POA TRIVIA

................... 3
5
6
9

MISCELLANY
BIGGA - 2001 •

WGCSA
Super/Pro Scheduled.

PERSONALITY PROFILE
From Taking Pictures, to
Creating Picture-Perfect Turf ••••••••••••••••••• 11
WISCONSIN ENTOMOLOGY REPORT
Spring is Near: What's on the Horizon? , • • • • , • • • • • • • 17
GCSAA
New Initiative to Offer Help • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • 19
MISCELLANY
Wood Heat: Is It Right for Your
Maintenance Facility? •••••• , ••••••••••.•••• 20
wISCONSIN SOILS REPORT
Testing for Micronutrients in Sand Putting Greens • • • • • • • • • 22
GAZING IN THE GRASS
The Promises, Pitfalls and Ethics of
Genetic Transformation of Turfgrasses •..••••••••••• 27
WGCSA
Winter Wonderland for the
WGCSA Couples Dinner Dance • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 37
TDL
Fungicides: What You Should Know • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 39
WISCONSIN PATHOLOGY REPORT
Has Dollar Spot Control Been A Problem For You? , •••• , •• 45
USGA
The Shape of Things to Come - 2001. • • • • • • , • • • • • • • 48
GOLF IN THE FLATLANDS
The Real Birthplaces of Golf. • • . • • • . •• • • , • • • • • • • 50
THE EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
Late Winter - A Great Time For Thinking • • • • • • • • • • • • • 54
JOTTINGS FROM THE GOLF COURSE JOURNAL
Blooming Dates • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . , 58
WGCSA
Change Leads to Outstanding Symposium •••.•••••.•• 60
TALES FROM THE BACK NINE
Winter Disasters ••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 64

...... , .... , .. 66
70
76

GCSAA
Better Than Last Time (But Not Much) •

NOTES FROM THE NOER FACILITY

Action peaked Expo .' •••••••••••••.•••••••

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Skin Cancer Threat Very Real For Golf Course Superintendents,

ABOUT THE COVER
We honor our national organization with this
issue of The Grass Roots. GCSAAis 75 years
old this year and the celebration began at
conference in Dallas. September will see an
event for all members at headquarters in
Lawrence, Kansas; the year-long festivities
conclude at the 2002 conference and show in
Orlando.

Graphic designer J.L. Samerdyke has created
a cover that reminds us of the days when our
ancestors gathered and organized. Let it
serve as an inspiration to do our part for the
profession in our own time.
"The past is but the beginning of a

beginning. "
- HG. Wells

II

PAST PRESIDENT
Scott Schaller

North Shore Golf Club
W6788 Windward Drive

Greenville, WI 54942



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Sky is Falling
By Kris Pinkerton, Golf Course Superinfendenf, Oshkosh Counfry Club

For those superintendents and
other distinguished individuals

who view the Noernet on a regular
basis, you may recognize the title of
this article. Then again, I'm not
quite sure what it has to do with the
topic of runoff! Oh well! What is
important is that Rod Johnson and
Jordan Sensibar brought this to our
attention.
DNRNews Release:
January 24,2001

NRB approves public hearings of
polluted runoff rules

MADISON,Wis.- Wisconsin
moved one step closer Wednesday
to controlling polluted runoff,
now regarded as the biggest
threat to the state's lakes, rivers,
wetlands and groundwater. (And
so on)

It is my understanding that
what is before us is a number
of proposed rules that ask every-
body who contributes to runoff
pollution to take steps to control
it. Before going any further in
my comments and so forth, all this
can be found at the DNR website:
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/cae
ric e/news/RBnews/2 0 0110
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1 0 1 24 B CO.htm
Just above the heading titled:

(Some key changes from the
2000 draft runoff rules) click on
the link. That will take you to some
500 plus pages of the revised 2001
draft rules! Click on NR 151 Runoff
Management (66 pages) to read
about what could potentially affect
each and every one of us in the
green industry.

Where did this come from and
why are we only hearing about it
now? Apparently lawmakers in the
1997 -99 state budget instructed
DNR and the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection to overhaul the pro-
grams to increase their effective-
ness. The agencies and advisory
groups worked for two years to pro-
duce the first draft rules that went
to public hearing in March 2000. I
can only assume that most of us
were not aware of these sweeping
changes because non-agricultural
properties (golf courses included)
were not included in the first draft.

We are now! Rumor has it that
the Ag people said wait a minute,
what about all those homeowners
and golf courses that spread phos-
phorus all the time! Not to leave
anyone out, "non-municipal proper-
ties which have over 5 acres of per-
vious area where fertilizers or pesti-

.\ME
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,
cides are applied and discharge
runoff to waters of the state or to a
separate storm sewer that dis-
charges to waters of the state."
Every one included! Those working
for municipalities, you've been in
the mix all along!

PROPOSED NR 151.14 (3)
REQUIREMENTS. No later than
March 10, 2008, lawn and garden
fertilizers and pesticides used on
these properties shall include
application of fertilizer based on
soil test results and use of pesti-
cides in accordance with an inte-
grated pest management plan.
Note: The owner should consider
using slow release fertilizers to
reduce the concentration of
nitrates reaching groundwater.

Seems harmless, right? So, how
do we soil test for nitrogen? As far
back as I can remember, nitrate
analyses are not included in soil
test results because they are sub-
ject to rapid change and variability.
What if slow release fertilizers
don't fit into your program all year
long? I know that I'm not the only
superintendent spoon feeding his
greens during the summer! And
what about potassium? I know a
number of courses that have a high
content of potassium in the soil,
but only a small portion is normally
available for uptake by the turf-
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grass plant. Hopefully you can see
where we could potentially be
heading. Do we want the DNR or
local law enforcement interpreting
our soil tests?

Again, the same vague language,
"use of pesticides in accordance
with an integrated pest manage-
ment plan," should scare most of
us! As stewards of the environ-
ment, I believe most of us are
already using IPM. We may not all
have the plan on paper, but still are
practicing the principles in our day
to day decision making! So, are we
to allow the DNR or local law
enforcement to again decide for
themselves if we, first of all, have a
IPM Plan and second, is it being
followed?

In backing up just a bit, also
affecting a lot of golf courses will be
the remainder of Subchapter III -
Non-Agricultural Performance
Standards.

NR 151.11 Construction site
performance standard for new
development and redevelop-
ment. This applies to anyone dis-
turbing 5 acres or more of land
before March 10, 2003, one acre or
more after March 10, 2003, and
also grading or otherwise remov-
ing topsoil from the bank of any
navigable stream, lake or other
body of water exposing more than
10,000 square feet. Requirements
include written plans to reduce
sediment and the pollutants from
entering waters and storm sewers,
and best management practices to
help reduce the sediment load car-
ried off in runoff and so on!

NR 151.12 Post-construction
performance standard for new
development and redevelop-
ment. This applies for the most
part to those parties affected by
NR 151.11 above. It requires a full
blown storm water management
plan which takes into considera-
tion total suspended solids, peak
discharge rates, infiltration by
design per storm event, buffer
areas and fueling and vehicle main-

tenance areas. This encompasses
some (8) pages of terminology.

NR 151.13 Developed urban
area performance standard.
This section is written for munici-
palities and yes, the golf courses
which are a part of them.
Requirements again are very
detailed and certain segments
apply to golf courses.

There is another annoying note
that I found in the Transportation
Facility Performance Standards.
Under the section of "Buffer area,"
'Note: It is recommended that
seeding of non-aggressive vegeta-
tive cover be used in the buffer
area.'; "Native vegetation is
preferable and short-rooted vege-
tation, such as Kentucky blue-
grass, is least desirable."
Interesting stuff!

Dr. John Stier has sounded the
alarm down in Madison and he will
begin to form a committee to chal-

lenge the issues at hand.
Sometime during the first week in
February, the DNR will have made
available at their website, locations,
dates and times when these hear-
ings will be held. So far, I can tell
you that each site will have two
meeting times (1:00p.m. and
6:00p.m.). Hearings are to be held
during the middle two weeks in
March at the following cities:
Madison, Richland Center, Green
Bay, Waukesha, Wausau and Eau
Claire. Again, please check their
website for confirmations.

It is extremely important that we
have representation at each of
these meetings. Without voicing
our opinions and facts, NR 151 and
its subchapters will no doubt be
passed into law without any trou-
ble! Constructive comments can be
e-mailed to "Mary Ann Lowndes"
<lowndM@mail01.dnr.state.wi.us^?

SIM PLOT

Leading the Industry in Turf and Ornamental Mangement

STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS, GRASS

SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Where Success Is Based on a Commitment to People...

CUBBY O'BRIEN
in the south - 630-514-8754

ED HOOVER
in the north - 715-492-6212

525 N. Enterprise Street, Aurora, IL 60504

T H E G R A S S R O O T S M A R C H / A P R I L 2 0 0 1



By now, those who attended
the national conference in Dallas
have digested all of the informa-
tion gathered at the various class-
es and seminars. You'vealso got-
ten a glimpse into the newest
equipment and new chemistries
offered by the manufacturers.
You'reprobably reflecting a bit on
moments spent chatting amongst
old friends and colleagues with
whom you've shared tips and war
stories. I hope it was a good show
for you. It can be a little over-
whelming with the size of the
trade show floor and scope of
education available to you. I think
those that glean the most out of
the show have a plan and execute
it. Youprobably encounter some
distractions along the way, deal
with them, and get along to the
business at hand, staying on
track to achieve your goals.

Youmust be "chomping at the
bit" to get out on your course and
implementing that which you've
learned over the winter. The
obvious parallel to the above
paragraph is that those who have
a plan for the upcoming season
and stay on track are those who
will get the most our of their
efforts. Youcan bet there will be
distractions along the way. They
may come in the form of weather
that you didn't expect (expect
the unexpected here). It could be
diseases you've never encoun-
tered before. Maybe a tourna-
ment you've been asked to host
or employee issues that arise
unexpectedly. How about equip-
ment failures? The list goes on
and on but you know what?
You'veall "been there done that".
It's called experience. The ones
without it, first, second or third
year superintendents, need to

Paa trivia
By Cubby O'Brien
Simp/ot Partners

rely on the experience of their
teacher, their old boss, YOU.

It's been a while since I've seen
so much snow in December and
so much rain in February. It's cre-
ating ice where there was none
before. What kind of problems
will arise from this, I couldn't say
for sure. I'll bet if you ask some of
the guys with "experience" they'll
be able to tell you. Wehave a spe-
cial network in this business and
we should all take advantage of it.
Whether you network at the
national, by the phone, at month-
ly meetings or even the internet,
accessing the knowledge that is
available to all of us through the
experience of others is crucial to
successfully navigating the dis-
tractions we encounter. It can
help us stay on track to achieve
our goal, a successful season.
Birthdays

I don't normally print birth-
days but this one is kind of a big-
gie. The GCSAAis 75 this year as
I am sure all who attended the
national know. Happy birthday
and many, many more!
Babies

Todd Fregien and his wife are
the proud new parents of Riley,
born on September 22 at 6 lbs. 6
oz. Todd is assistant superinten-
dent at the new Hidden Glen at
Bentdale Farms under Scott
Conley. The course is scheduled
to open in 2001.

Jim Ceeman and his wife Jayne
celebrated the birth of their new
baby boy, James Louis, on
December 10th. James weighed 8
lbs. 10 oz. Jim is the superinten-
dent at Ironwood Golf Club near
Sussex. Jim is in the middle of
overseeing the addition of nine
new holes at his course.

Career moves
Pat Sisk is the new superinten-

dent at Milwaukee Country Club.
Pat and his wife Gina have a
daughter, Elizabeth, and a son,
Patrick. Pat received an associate
in science degree from UMass in
1987. He worked at the Country
Club of Fairfield for six years
before coming to Wisconsin. Pat
worked for the newsletter at the
last state chapter he belonged to,
so hopefully we can expect some
insightful articles from him for
The Grass Roots. Welcome to
Wisconsin,Pat.

Dan Quast, is retiring after 12
years as superintendent at
Medinah CC. We wish him the
best.

Curt Larson is retiring from
Wisconsin Turf after 39 years of
service with that company. John
Jenson tells me that Curt will be
helping out on a part-time basis
during spring and summer.
Congratulations Curt!
I hate mieces to pieces!

Those are the words Kendall
Marquardt was heard mumbling
after his shop was destroyed by
fire on Tuesday, December 19th.
There was some evidence that
mice may have chewed insulation
from some wires causing a short.
Lake Wisconisn CC will have a
new shop to match his improved
course. Last year they installed
new irrigation along with a hold-
ing pond and some mounds creat-
ed out of the spoils. They also
renovated a couple of tees as well.

See you this spring! Please
contact me with any new infor-
mation by calling (630) 514-8754
or e-mail me at cobrien@simplot-
partners.com.*
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BIGGA - 2000
By Lyle Christopherson, President, Wisconsin Turf Equipment Corporation

The British and International
Golf Greenkeepers Association

held its annual BIGGA Turf
Management Exhibition &
Educational Seminar Programme
January 24 - 26, 2001 at the
Harrogate International Centre,
Harrogate, England.

This fall I attended a joint
National/Smithco/Turfco dealer
meeting in the Twin Cities. I was
taking part in the most enjoyable
part of the meeting - sitting
around taking part in our favorite
beverage. As the evening pro-
gressed, our conversation grew
more intelligent. We got on the
subject of trade shows and the vast
amount of local, regional, national
and international shows that per-
tain to our industry of turf. The
shows cover golf, sports turf,
parks, landscape, schools, sod
growers and more. We all were dis-
cussing our favorite and notable
shows. Bill Kenny of the Smithco
Co. was telling of the BIGGA Show.
While it is not the biggest one he
takes part in, it is a very enjoyable
show to be a part of. I mentioned
that I would like to be able to
attend the British show some year.
So here I am, some 8,000 plus
miles later.

My wife Darlene and I left
Chicago's O'Hare Field at 5:00 p.m.
Friday, January 19, 2001. We
stayed just a few blocks from
Buckingham Palace. This is where
we met up with our traveling
mates. The group grew a little
from conception, consisting now of
Stan Kinkead of National Mower,
Bill Kenny of Smithco, Scott
Kinkead of Turfco, and Dan and
Maggie Miller of North Star Turf.
Also with us were five superinten-
dents and two assistant superin-

Royal Hill, convention center site of BIGGA 2001.

Buckingham Palace
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1291 and 1350. We also
found a very unique pub in
York for lunch. Pub hunting
became one of the high-
lights of the trip. From York
we boarded a small two-car
train to Harrogate - stand-
ing room only! We checked
into the Old Swan Hotel
(note: heavy on the old part
of the name). Dan Miller
and I had made arrange-
ments to have dinner with
Harold Pinto, President of
Textron UK. We were also
invited to the Textron
Dealers awards banquet the
following evening. The
guest speaker for the
evening was Jackie Stewart.

The show itself was simi-
lar to but a smaller version
of our GCSAA show. Along
with the normal big three

equipment suppliers, there was a
heavy showing of deep tine aera-
tors and equipment that is used to
remove narrow strips of soil and
replace it with drainage sand or
gravel while doing minimal course
damage. Soil drainage is a larger
problem in the UK than here in the
States.

From the eyes of a short time
observer, it looks like the UK is
coming up with some very strict
chemical regulations in the very
near future.

In a nutshell, most products are
the same as at our national show.
Most of the dealers are faced with
the same challenges as we are
here. The superintendent and the
greenkeeper are both trying their
hardest to turn out the best condi-
tions they are capable of with the
tools they are given.

Yes, the world is getting smaller
and knowledge can pass around
the world in seconds. But yet the
more things change, the more they
stay the same.

We headed back to London to
prepare for the long flight home.*

Old Swan Hotel

tendents, some of whom were
accompanied by their wives. The
group now totaled 18.

We met at the corner pub to
determine the best strategy for
each to absorb as much of London
as we could in a short time.
Darlene and I chose the double
decker bus tour since we had
already done a three hour walking
tour past Buckingham Palace,
Piccadilly Circus, Leicester
Square, Trafalgar Square,
Westminster Abbey and a walk
along the Thames River while we
were waiting for the others to
arrive in London. The Big Bus Tour
worked well as the ticket is good
for 24 hours and we were able to
get on and off as many times as we
wanted. Saturday night we all met
at the corner pub again to compare
notes.

It was raining on Sunday, so
before leaving the hotel I pur-
chased an umbrella. Of course we
had many umbrellas at home, but
why bring them to London? We
boarded the Big Bus and off to
Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum
and another walk in the rain. At

this point my wife decided it would
be nice if she could have an
umbrella too! She really didn't look
all that wet, but I did break down
and purchase a second one.

On Monday Dan Miller and I
joined Stan Kinkead, Scott
Kinkead and Bill Kenny to call on a
dealer at Didcot, which is about an
hour north of London by train. We
were met at the station by Peter
Bateman and Lance Bassett of
Allen Power Equipment Ltd. Allen
Equipment is an importer, distrib-
utor and manufacturer. They
explained they sell to approxi-
mately 50 dealers that supply
some 2,600 golf courses in the
United Kingdom. After touring
their facility, they took us to a pub
that dates back to 1352 AD - The
Barley Mow - on the banks of the
Thames River. The dining room
ceiling was so low I could not stand
upright. The building was the only
one I would see with a thatched
roof.

We boarded the train to York,
some three hours north of London,
on Tuesday. We toured the York
Ministry, built between the years
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reels. And to ensure a precise cut, the E-Plex II
allows you to control the clip rate by the
ground speed. To make a big impact with little
noise, come in or call today.
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Super/Pro Scheduled
By Rod Johnson, Golf Course Superintendent, Pine Hills Counfry Club

HorseShoe Bay, in beautiful Door County, will host the
2001 Super/Pro on Wednesday, May 30. Our hosts for

the day will be Brian Ferrie, Golf Course Superintendent,
and Tim Bauman, Golf Professional. The October 2000
meeting of the WGCSA was held at HorseShoe Bay. Those
present can attest to the quality of this golf course. The
site leads to the promise of a full field.

The playing format of the event will return to a
modified alternate shot. The winning team will consist
of a superintendent member of WGCSA and a golf pro-
fessional member of the Wisconsin Section of the
PGA. Team members must be employed by the same
golf course.

Teams not meeting the listed criteria are most wel-
come to participate. Those teams will be placed into a
separate flight. There will be separate prize funds for

the two flights. Golf professionals will be paid out in
cash. Amateur prizes will be golf shop certificates.

The event is generously sponsored by Club Car.
Any proceeds over expenses are split between the
Golf Foundation of Wisconsin and The O.J. Noer
Foundation.

The Super/Pro originated in its present form in
1995. It has experienced steady participation. Many
superintendents and golf professionals find it difficult
to match their schedules during the golf season. The
Super/Pro offers an annual opportunity to get togeth-
er for a full day. It is not just a golf event, but is also
an opportunity to open the lines of communication
and expand the understanding between professions.
Mark your calendars now and plan on attending.

SuperlPro Champions

Year
1995

Champions
Ozaukee CC

Site
University RidgeWayne Otto

Rich Tock

1996 Pat Shaw
Steve Fischer

Green Bay Country ClubThe Bog

1997 Oshkosh CC Kris Pinkerton
Tom Olson

The Bog

1998 Johnson Park John Feiner Lawsonia Links

ang more aduanced and it'd be a gouernment secret. Charlie Brown

Lebanon Turf Product's exclusive Composite Technology'"
Country Club®and lsolek'" fertilizers offer you the best in 1999 Johnson Park John Feiner Quit Qui Oc
controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers Charlie Brown
better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and the
highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer North Hills CC Randy Dupont
made. For more information on lsolek" or Composite Ed Terasa
Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon
Distributor or call COMPOSITE 2000 North Hills CC Randy Dupont Trappers Turn1-800-233-0628. TECHNOLOGY

Ed Terasa

Frank Baden PineHillsCC Rod Johnson
Territory Manager

John WallrichBettendorf, IA
(319) 332-9288
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Mulches
Establisher

Low Maintenance
Care- free Fine Fescue

Erosion Control/Blankets
Futerra

Wildflowers/Grasses
For reclamation areas

TURF PROS

Nobody knows turf like the folks
at Olds Seed Company. Whether
it's a tee box or fairway, rough
or green, the experts at Olds eval-
uate your specific situation,
make recommendations, and
deliver exactly what you need
to make your turf look its
finest. (Which makes you look
pretty fine, too.)

Choose from
our wide selection
of proven bentgrass
performers, such as:
• Providence
• Penncross
• Pennlinks
• Penneagle
• Putter
• Dominant

And ask about our custom
mixture programs formulat-

ed for your site and budget.
You'll never come up short at
Olds. We contract with numerous
research and production firms so
we have access to the best varieties
available. Give us a call today
and we'll help you improve your
turf score.

p.o. Box 7790· 2901 Packers Ave.
Madison, WI 53707-7790

800-356-7333
608-249-9291

Seed you can count on
Plus a whole lot more


