
TALES FROM THE BACK NINE

There were a few tense moments getting the guys to
the Cadbury. They were suspicious, especially Bogey
Calhoun.
"Why do we have to wear a coat and tie to some

amateur hour play?" he wanted to know.
Even Tom was curious. "I can't believe you don't

even know the name of this show Freddie is in."
I dismissed them with a "quit whining" and hoped

they'd all be with me when the curtain rose. It seemed
that then they wouldn't dare bail out for fear of hurting
Fredrick's feelings. The time before the curtain rose
could be tense, however.
Fred had the lead role in Puccini's opera Turandot.

Puccini wrote some of the world's best known operas -
La Boheme, Tosca, and Madame Butterfly, for exam-
ple. And he was no 17th century composer; he lived
from 1858 until 1924. Although not as well known as
the three operas noted above, Turandot is always
among the 100 most frequently performed operas in
the world. And the music is tremendous.
The opera is set in Peking in legendary times.

Princess Turandot has agreed to marry any noble suit-
or who can answer three riddles she poses. Anyone
who fails in that attempt pays with his life. Many have
died in the effort to win the beautiful Princess.
Enter Fred, as the Unknown Prince. He is smitten

by her beauty and strikes a gong three times, indicat-
ing he wants the challenge to win her.
In Act II, the Unknown Prince answers the three

riddles correctly. Princess Turandot is a poor loser and
tries to beg out of the deal. The Unknown Prince is
confident he can win her with his charm, so he offers
a riddle to her: if she can discover his name before
dawn he will forfeit his life. The crowd cheers him for
his generosity.
Act III is great opera. There is a frantic effort to

learn the Unknown Prince's name. There is a coura-
geous act of love. Princess Turandot fears the prowess
of the Unknown Prince and he causes her to cry. When
he has clearly won Cagainl), he gives her the gift of his
life by revealing his name - Calaf, son of Timur.
She appears before the crowd with him and he

tells her to announce his name and take his life.
Instead she says his name is Love! The crowd cheers
and hails love as the light of the world.
One of the most beautiful pieces of music ever writ-

ten was sung by Fredrick Swenson - golf course super-
intendent by day and this night the Unknown Prince -
in Act III. His tenor voice was near perfection as he
gave us Nessum Dorma! The York community orches-
tra sounded, to my ears, as good as the James Levine
conducted New York Metropolitan Opera Orchestra.
And the choir - breathtaking!
The verses, sung by Fredrick in Italian, brought tears

to my eyes.

None must sleep! None must sleep (Nessum
dorrna! Nessum dorrna!)
And you, too Princess,
in your cold room,
look at the stars
which tremble with love
and hope!
But my mystery is locked within me,
no-one shall know my name!
No, no, I shall say it as my mouth meets yours
when the dawn is breaking!
And my kiss will dissolve the silence
which makes you mine!
(No-one shall know his name,
and we, alas, shall die!)
Vanish, 0 night!
Fade, stars!
At dawn I shall win!

The guys, I could tell, were inspired, even stunned by
the music. And the emotion of the performance had
touched them, too. Even Bogey."Wow,"was the comment
Calhoun could manage.
Fennimore couldn't believe the lead player in Turandot

was cutting cups when we saw him earlier at the course.
And Middleton, almost with guilt in his voice, said his

respect for Fred, already high, was through the stratos-
phere. Tom simply said, "he's a talented man in lots of dif-
ferent ways."
Wemet Fred after the performance and talked about

the opera and other roles he had played. On Mondaywe
attended the meeting, still finding it difficultto believe the
role he had played the night before. Fred told us that God
had given him his singing voice, and he greatly enjoyed
entertaining others. "I guess that is why I don't playa lot
of golf,"he said. "I can sing better than I can hit a driver."
For that we were thankful.*
NATURAL ATHLETIC TURF INC.

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION &
IMPROVEMENTS

Specializing in
Greens - Tees - Bunkers - Fairway

Construction - Feature Shaping - Drainage Systems

By Contract or "T & M" basis.
Also Astroturf Top Dressing drag mats

11040 N. Buntrock Ave., Mequon, WI 53092· (414) 242-5740
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Now WAUPACA SANDS
OFFERS You
MORE WAYS

To AVOID THE TRAPS.

Now there's one source for all of your topdressing needs from

our four expanded manufacturing and distribution locations.

Quality products including USGA® Topdressing Sands,

Topdressing Blends, Construction Mixes, Bunker Sands, Green

Sand and Custom Blends. And with us, you can save money on

transportation costs by specifiying the manufacturing location

closest to your facility.Call Us.You'll find we cover a lot more turf.

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS: 715-258-8566
EMAIL: SANDGUYS@EXECPC.COM

DOWN-To-EARTH PRODUCTS

To GROW YOUR BUSINESS.



NOTES FROM THE NOER FACILITY

431 plus 112 Add up to a
Great Field Day
By TomSchwab, OJ Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

The 1999 edition of Summer
Field Day will go down in the

record books for attendance. Four
hundred thirty-one attendees and
112 sales people enjoyed all the
activity and nice weather of this
year's event. It truly appears we
arrived in the "Big Time" this year.
The large number of attendees cou-
pled with a fun and informative day
was top notch. There were more
research tour stops than ever
before and they were all enthusias-
tically attended. The trade show
received equally high marks from
both exhibitors and participants.
The weather predicted for field

day looked precarious at first. The
preceding day's rainy weather was
predicted to continue into the
morning of field day, but luckily
ceased the night before. By mid-
morning the clouds disappeared
and Mother Nature blessed us with
a perfect, partly overcast, show-
day.
The day started with cama-

raderie over donuts and coffee
around the registration tent.
Professor Stier officially initiated
field day with some opening
remarks, and then the crowds lined
up for the research tour. This may
have been the first year when there
were more attendees in the "Lawn,
Landscape, Sport Turf' tour than
there were for the "Golf' tour. The
Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers
Association held their summer
meeting during field day and their
members showed up in force. This is
not to diminish the golf segment,
which traditionally dominates field
day attendance.
The Wisconsin Golf Course
Superintendents Association can-
celled their August meeting to allow
more time for their members to

attend field day. These factors, com-
bined with the growing interests of
other turf professionals, are what
helped set the record attendance
this year.
The research tour was packed

with helpful presentations for every-

Jeff Gregos hosts associate Dean Dentine
and CALSDean Aberle.

one. For the golf course session
there were disease presentations on
evaluating different fungicide prod-
ucts, making decisions on spraying
variables, and breeding for snow
mold resistance. There were putting
green talks concerned with develop-

Dr. Wayne Kussow explains results of his
research on the tour.

Professor Stier opens field day tours.

GRAVES FEICK GOLF, LTD.

608-588-7888
Spring Green, WI

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS
New Course Design
Renovations/ Masterplann ing
Construction Management

Irrigation Design/Consulting
New & Existing Courses
System Evaluations
GPS-As Builts
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High performance turf
tending with ease ...
AMAZONE Groundskeeper
ELIMINATE PLUGGING as you collect leaves, pine needles, limbs, twigs, wet
grass and other debris. The AMAZONE Groundskeeper is ideal for golf
courses, parks, commercial landscaping and athletic fields as it mows, cleans
and rolls in one pass. This new machine works exceptionally well in wet
conditions.

AERATE and SCARIFY with optional blades
to eliminate moss and thatch.

No tools required to change blades!

Greens Spiker/Seeder
SAVES TIME & MONEY! Tapered spikes push seeds tightly
into the top rim of the quarter-inch hole. The surface blades of grass
then immediately reclose to approximately eighth-inch holes,
incorporating seed at optimum depth for improved germination and
better seed bed establishment. Percolates and loosens soil to allow
moisture and nutrients into the turf, and is less disruptive
to the putting surface.

AERATE and OVERSEEDS in one pass.
DO 18 greens in under 3 hours!

Terra Topper
The Terra Topper's dual spinners and auger are all hydraulically driven
and can be controlled from the driver's seat. The spinner speed can
be controlled from very slow to fast and the spinner assembly tilts up
or down. The auger speed can also be set for the amount of material
the operator likes to spread. The Topper can be pulled by most any
turf vehicle. It produces a very fine spread putting the material in the
grass. Play or putting are not affected.

GreensGroorner™
Topdressing Brush
has revolutionized the way topdressing is done. The unique patent-
pending brush design makes the sand dance and allows for one pass
topdressing by one person. You eliminate greens scuffing, potential
damage and stress to the grass. The Greensrsroomer" also
eliminates the problem of waiting for the sand to dry. You can
topdress immediately after application.
Make quick work of fairway brushing with the GreenaGroorner" Triple
Head. With a span of 17 feet, fairways can be brushed in no time.
Dew is quickly removed to allow for better early morning play. The
GreensGroomer™ patent-pending brush design provides one pass
brushing of fairways and greens. When finished, the Triple breaks down in 2 minutes for transport.

Simple, efficient, easy to use. The GreensGroomer™ Triple-Simply the Best!

.hnson Turf Equipment
P.o. Box 196 •Wautoma, WI 54982



NOTES FROM THE NOER FACILITY

ing better root zones, evaluation of
products to effect ball roll, and man-
agement of new bentgrasses and
Poa annua reptans. There was also
a fairway talk on using plant growth
regulators to speed establishment
and another on controlling ant
mounds.
The lawn and landscape sessions

included topics as diverse as insect
pest control, crabgrass control
product evaluations, long term eval-
uations of different Wisconsin sod
blends, and a fertilizer demonstra-
tion. The lawn and landscape ses-
sions also included sport turf talks
on maintenance and construction of
baseball and softball pitcher's
mounds and home plates, and seed
mixtures with Kentucky bluegrass
and mixtures with supina bluegrass.
To top it off, the sport turf managers
at field day were treated to a clinic
on painting logos on fields.
Many important University of

All-American Supply
Bayer
Beacon Ballfields
Century Rain Aid
Columbia ParCar
Contree Sales
Flowtronex PSI
Glenn Rehbein
Goossen Industries
Great Lakes Golf
Hanley Company
Hanson & Associates
Horst Distributing
JWTurf
Johnson Turf Equipment
KE I
Lange-Stegmann Company
Lebanon Turf Products
Lesco Inc
McFarlanes
Melcher Equipment
Miller & Associates - Sauk Prairie
Milorganite

National Seed
Normiska Materials
Olds Seed
Olsen Distrubiting
Pendelton Turf
Praefke AirCooled Engines
ProGreen Plus
ProLawn Inc
Reinders
Rohm&Haas
Sauk Prairie Equipment
Scotts Company
Spring Valley Turf Products
T J Emmerich
Tee Shot Marketing
Terra International
Turf Partners
Turf & Ornamental Spray Systems
United Horticultural Supply
Waupaca Sand & Solutions
Wisconsin Turf Equipment
Wolosek Landscape
Zeneca Professional Products
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Wisconsin-Madison dignitaries
acknowledged their recognition of
the turf industry by attending the
show. The present Dean and a for-
mer Dean of the College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences were
in attendance. TwoAssociate Deans
and two department chairpersons
mingled with the crowds. A repre-
sentative of the UW-Madison
Foundation and the current and a
former director of Agricultural
Research Stations also attended.
The exceptional attendance and
the presence of such dignitaries
reflect the ever-increasing role of
the turf industry in Wisconsin's
economy, which is becoming more
recognized.
It was TIm talking with the digni-

taries as well as meeting many old
and new friends at field day. It is a
great time to meet with colleagues,
peers, and friends that we other-
wise wouldn't see because of our
busy lives.And it's important for our
professions to learn about the latest
university-based turf research. It's
also important to learn about and
see the latest products and equip-
ment displayed in the trade show.
We can't forget that the

exhibitors in the trade show help
foot the bill to make field day first
class. They buy booth space and
sponsor a silent auction that pur-
chases field day amenities and
funds research projects. I hope
you purchase from them through-
out the year to show your appreci-
ation of their field day support.
The list of this year's exhibitors
follows.
The planning committee, pre-

senters, and many volunteers are
also appreciated for generously
giving of their time and ideas every
year. If you think of ideas to
improve field day, then please
write the planning committee and
address it to the Noer Facility.
They are always looking for ideas
to improve field day. But right now
we are all thrilled with this year's
sum of 431 plus 112.*
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Picture Perfect Irrigation Control

COMPARE THE SITEPRO CENTRAL CONTROL
SYSTEM TO ANY IRRIGATION CONTROL SYSTEM

You'll find there's no comparison. Sitel-ror has better graphics, more
flexibility, and more options - designed and tested by customers like you.
Plus, SitePro is backed by technical support that's always within easy reach.
Call us for a demo.

~"6t1~REINDERS TURF & IRRIGATION
• ~ ~ 13400 Watertown Plank Road
/~ 180'0 Elm Grove, WI 53122

1-800-785-3306 IRRIGATION



MISCELLANY

WGCSA Gathers at
Bull's Eye CC for July Meeting
By Mike Lyons, Golf Course Superintendent, Old Hickory Country Club

Mark Kienert, irmnediate past
president of the WisconsinGolf

Course Superintendents
Association, hosted 84 WGCSA
members and guests on July 26th in
Wisconsin Rapids. We were treated
to a great lunch, an educational ses-
sion by Steve Davis, and golf.
Mr. Davis' topic was on winter

topdressing. It was well prepared
and very informative. Like all the
educational sessions this season,
we left with some interesting
thoughts and ideas.
The golf event was a two-man

bestball of four using the Schneid
system. The first place winners

were Dave Berg, Dale Marach,
Derek Kastenschmidt and Scott
Thompson. Fourth place went to
Kendall Marquardt, Steve Meyer,
Denny Meng, and Marty Ohlsen.
Eighth place went to Dan DeVault,
Grant Mortimer, Mark Schwarting,
and Karl Stewart. There were four
flag events: closest to the pin -
Sheri Swonger and Dennis Dary,
closest to the pin off the green -
Steve Schmidt, and long drive -
Brian Schmidt.
I know I am repeating myself,

but like all the other sites we have
played this season, Mark and his
staff had the course in great shape.

Leading the Industry in Turf and Ornamental Mangement

STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS, GRASS

SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Where Success Is Based on a Commitment to People ...

TOLL FREE: 800-457-7322

VOICE MAIL PAGER: 888-815-2437

CUBBY O'BRIEN

2N255 County Farm Road; West Chicago, IL 60185

We have truly seen some great golf
courses this season. It will contin-
ue in September at Washington
County Golf Course and the sea-
son ending meeting at North Shore
Golf Club in Menasha.*

Well makeyou see
green.

Perfect Partners
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HJCT·2 + HJCT·2
Coated :.Jltrogen 'Icchnologv Coated Potassium Technology

Tee it up with Reinders
Turf & Irrigation
Phone: 800-785-3301



RK
ETHIC For you, good enough is not enough. Kohler shares

that conviction. The award-winning* KOHLER OHC

16- and 18-horsepower horizontal-shaft engines are the first utility engines to use advanced engine technology and

features - an overhead camshaft, patented low-profile rocker arms, and advanced powerhead design. An integrated head

and crankcase casting eliminates gaskets, and a rugged timing belt replaces internal gears for quiet operation. Plus, we

back it all up with a two-year limited warranty. So when you demand big-time performance and durability, specify

KOHLER OHC V-twin engines. Kohler-committed to power and technology.

KOHLER, OHC 76 & 78 Hp: Advanced engine technology allows these
versatile V-twin engines to deliver big-time performance benefits.

• Superior starting and cooling
• Outstanding fuel efficiency
• Longer running times

• Smooth, quiet operation
• Reduced maintenance intervals and costs
• Fully emissions certified

Seek the innovation. Demand the power.

www.kohlerengines.com1-800-544-2444Ext.AS?

*In 1998, the National Society of Professional Engineers recognized the KOHLER OHC 18-horsepower engine with its prestigious" New Product Award".


