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The overwhelming response to J. Lee
Samerdyke’s artwork on the cover of our
May/June '99 issue served as inspiration
for this cover. J.J. Audubon is primarily
known for his Birds of America art; few
know that he died working on a book,
Quadrapeds of North America. It was
completed by his sons, and one of the
best in that book is his rendition of the
badger. Ms. Samerdyke offers another
Audubon cover sure to generate as
much praise as her first.

On Wisconsin!

“Awtumn came down in the might
with the wind across the orchard,

Easily, far-forth, deliberate, brilliant
with anvil flare:

Pouring the crucible wealth of June
out of the tortured

Leaves that we quietly stir now and
trample in the morning air”

— David McCord
“Oversonmnet”
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Brotherhood

By Scott Schaller, Golf Course Superintendent. North Shore Golf Club

have to start this

by telling you
that putting this
message together
has been a chal-
lenge for me. I feel 1
cannot begin with-
out mentioning the
loss of two very
special people in
our business. Most
of you already
know of the unfor-
tunate deaths of
David Murgatroyd
and Jim Belfield.
These two men
were good people
and outstanding turfgrass managers who were
respected superintendents at their same courses for
over 25 years. These two left behind many friends and
many great memories which were shared with many of
our association’s members. God bless their families.
Both men will be greatly missed.

[ hope all of you had a chance to get out and attend
the WTA Field Day at the O.J. Noer Turfgrass
Research and Education Facility in Madison last
month. If you didn’t make it, you missed one of the
premiere events of 1999. It was well put together and
presented to attendees. We cannot help but feel very
fortunate for all of the research work that is going on
at the Facility. Dr. Wayne Kussow, Dr. John Stier, Jeff
Gregos, Tom Schwab, Dr. Mike Cassler and Dr. Chris
Williamson and all their staff people deserve thanks
for all their efforts in putting this quality day together
for us to enjoy and to learn. As you walk around the
grounds of the Noer Research Facility, you cannot

Muskego Lakes Country Club
September 27, 1999
Call Jeff Bottensek for information
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help but notice how large the research area actually is.
This has grown dramatically in just the past four or
five years. There had to be some very proud turfgrass
managers walking the property that day who were the
founding fathers of the project, thinking the whole
facility was just a dream some ten to fifteen years ago.
The efforts of the people who put this whole complex
together for all of us to benefit from for many years to
come should never be forgotten.

Autumn is upon us once again. It is my favorite time
of year. To me, there is nothing more enjoyable than to
tour the course you manage on a beautiful autumn
morning. I truly enjoy the cooler weather, lower
humidity levels and watching the Green Bay Packers
every weekend. [ say to myself that the light at the
end of the tunnel is getting brighter every day. We will
soon have completed another golf season and begin
preparing for next spring.

I hope to see you at North Shore Golf Club in
Menasha on October 12th. ¥

DARN THIS HEAT.
Look, THE SPRUCE oM THE
TWELFTH JUST BURST INTO

FLAMES AGAIM.

THE GRASS ROOTS SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1999




HERE. THERE. EVERYWHERE.
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NATURAL ORGANC
Milorganite
|

On greens. On tees. On fairways, roughs, flower beds,

transplants — even in your divot mix. Milorganite delivers

outstanding results for a uniform playing surface. No other
fertilizer is easier on plants or simpler to use. Milorganite's
slow re|ease, organic nutrients won't burn or cause a flush

of growth. Plus, it's high in micronutrients such as iron

to promote dense, vigorous turf. And Milorganite

resists leaching, for a sound environmental profile.
So call your distributor today, or call Milorganite’s turf
professionals direct at 1-800-304-6204. It's easy.
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GAZING IN THE GRASS

Memories of Pinehurst No. 2

By Dr. John C. Stier, Department of Horticulture, University of Wisconsin-Madison

everal months ago I received a surprise phone call.

Sometimes surprises require a lot of searching
before something positive can be found, but this time
was different. This time the surprise was an opportu-
nity to attend the 1999 U.S. Open at Pinehurst. It took
me a few seconds to respond, but eventually my
mouth began working and [ eagerly accepted what
could easily be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

[ flew out of Madison late in the day on Wednesday
June 16 headed for Raleigh, North Carolina. The
chauffeur, who had been standing in the baggage ter-
minal with one of those signs like you see the actors
holding on TV, led me to a white stretch limo. (Not a
bad way to leave the airport, in my opinion).

The only other passenger in the car was the owner
of an ag chemical dealership from Texas. On the way
to the hotel we discussed several things. Most of the
conversation centered on the likely impact of the 1996
Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA). It turned out the
gentleman was on one of the national committees for
FQPA and had more straight information on the legis-
lation than most people to whom I've spoken regard-
ing the act.

First and foremost he told me golf course uses for
pesticides were not being directly looked at as the
EPA evaluates pesticides with a view to reducing
exposure risk to children. The real danger, of course,
lies in the potential for many of our commonly used
pesticides to simply not be reregistered by the com-
panies which own them due to the costs required to
acquire the data to pass EPA registration. As for him-
self, he was deeply concerned the loss of pesticides
for turf and ornamental use would severely hamper
his business.

The talk turned to the merger of AgrEvo and
Rhone-Poulenc into the Aventis company, and the
likely spinoff of smaller companies in the near future
as the few mega-companies lose interest in “minor”
markets (turf and ornamental pesticides).

The gentleman, who was about 60, also told me of a
new book by Tom Brokaw titled The Greatest
Generation. He claimed the book was a compelling
tribute to those Americans who put their lives on hold
during WWII: the generation which accepted the hard-
ships of the 30’s, the rationing of the 40’s, and who
eventually built the greatest economy the world has
ever seen, all without ever asking anything for them-
selves. 1 got to bed that evening around midnight,

already richer for the experience with my fellow pas-
senger.

My bus left at 6:45 the next morning for Pinehurst.
On the way there I sat next to the owner of a lawn care
company from Florida. You should have heard him
when I said I was from Wisconsin. “Man”, he cried,
“y'all have bentgrass up there, don’t ya? Down home
all we've got is bermuda. I got to play on bentgrass
before-there’s no better grass for putting.” Not wanti-
ng to disagree with someone who was right, I admit I
did get a certain sense of satisfaction hearing how nice
our golf courses are “up North.”

After an hour and thirty minute ride we arrived at
Pinehurst. After a brief stop in the hospitality tent for
some breakfast and a map, I set off with a turf adver-
tising executive from northern Illinois to see the
course. Our game plan was to walk the course, stop-

Porter-Achtenhagen

easonal
ervices .

Fairway Aerification

e CUSHMAN GA-60 AERATOR
e CUSHMAN TURF TRUCK

e Our clients are Extremely Pleased with the
superior hole quality this unit produces!

Daytime and Evening Service
e Serving Wisconsin and Northern Illinois
References are Available

Two GA-60's are used for more Efficient Service
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Bunkers at Pinehust

ping at certain holes for brief periods of play. On
Friday, the next day, we would then know the best
places to sit for the entire day.

If youre a Star Trek fan you might realize the
course layout at Pinehurst No. 2 resembles the star-
ship U.S.S. Enterprise. Number one, two, three and
four holes are all in a row, with five, six, and seven
coming straight back before eight breaks off to the left
of number seven green. The remaining holes form a
circular pattern before eighteen green comes back to
rest near number one tee. The thing that impressed
me as we began walking the course was how narrow
and close the layout was of the course. Much of the
time I felt it was possible to throw a stone from one
side of a fairway across to the far side of the adjacent
fairway. The closeness made it difficult to control
crowd noise, for the ushers could be urging “Quiet,

THOMAS J. EMMERICH
CERTIFIED IRRIGATION DESIGNER

*GOLF COURSE

*COMMERCIAL

*RESIDENTIAL

*MASTER PLANNING

*SYSTEM EVALUATIONS

TOTAL PACKAGE DESIGN SERVICES

T.J. EMMERICH ASSOCIATES, INC.

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
30556 BETTE ANN DRIVE
HARTLAND, WISCONSIN 53029

414-966-1051

GAZING IN THE GRASS

Corey Pavin

please” on one hole, while a crowd was clapping less
than 30 yards away on another hole. The fairways for
the most part were long and straight. There were no
blind greens, and only two partial doglegs on the
course. The 16th hole had the only water hazard on

Solves Almost Every
Turf Problem.
cape'

Let’s face it. The sight of even the

womoocnEous |
FERTILIZER
wiTh
TEAM PRD BSN
e e

smallest weed, bug or plastic flamingo

can feel like a kick in the gut.
That’s why we created ProScape™

homogeneous combination products.
Choose from 20 formulations

including ProScape 18-2-18 with

Dimension®* for  pre-emergent,

ProScape 12-4-8 with Trimec® for
broadleaf and ProScape 20-4-10 with Dursban® for insect
control. Call your nearest Lebanon Turf Products Dealer.
Or 1-800-233-0628.

Frank Baden
Territory Manager
Bettendorf, 1A
(319) 332-9288
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GAZING IN THE GRASS

the course. It didn't take me long, though, to discover
the true challenge of Pinehurst.

About 9 am we arrived at number five green and
found it fairly empty. We parked ourselves next to the
ropes where we were within 40 ft. of the green as our
schedules showed several key groups would soon be
arriving. Players like Greg Norman, Davis Love, Tiger
Woods, Corey Pavin, Lee Janzen, and Payne Stewart
were all back-to-back. Although I rarely have time to
follow professional golf, even to watch it on TV, I was
pleasantly surprised to find I recognized quite a few of
the players.

Kaname Yokoo, Bob Glider, and Madison’s own
Jerry Kelly were coming up to the green when we
arrived. I had read number five was ranked the most
difficult hole on the course. A long par 4 (482 yards),
the only difficulty to me seemed to be the four
bunkers placed along the sides of the apron and the
green. As | watched the three fire their fairway shots,
though, the ultimate test of the championship unrav-
eled before me. Though all three shots hit the green,
all three shots rolled away from the pin. The shots
rolled towards the edge of the green. Then the shots
rolled off the green. Then the shots rolled down the
hill, away from the green. The frue test, it seemed,
was the skill to have sufficient backspin to stick the

green. If not, the balls rolled off the turtle-back
shaped green. At Pinehurst, the collar didn’t stop the
balls, because the collars on the greens had all been
purposely scalped. As I learned later that day, such
practice didn’t come without cost from a superinten-
dent’s point of view. A few weeks earlier, as the mow-
ing height was lowered, the scalping was so severe
there was consideration the turf would have to be
replaced. They never did replace the turf, but it was
noticeably brown in many areas due to the sudden
drop in cutting height.

We stayed at number five green all morning. We
watched putts turn into chip shots. We watched dou-
ble putts score as bogeys, and triple putts as double
bogeys. We watched Tiger Woods, who hit the green in
two but couldn’t stick it, bogey the hole and disgust-
ingly throw his club across the green, where his cad-
die caught it in midair. Payne Stewart, who eventually
won the tournament one-under, couldn’t break par on
the hole. For nearly five hours we watched some of
the game’s greatest golfers play on the fifth green.
During the whole time we saw only three pars, no
birdies, and a lot of bogeys, double bogeys, and worse.

After lunch we took bleacher seats on number 18
green. We arrived in time to see most of the golfers
we’d watched earlier at number five finish their day. It

UM, B0%.. T TINK FM ALLERGIC TO GRASS.
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GAZING IN THE GRASS

was amazing how fast the time passed.

The next day my new friend and I finished walking
the course. At lunch we sat next to a 14 year old boy
whose mother proudly prompted us to ask his handi-
cap. The boy blandly replied “two”. Not bad for one so
young; perhaps the next Tiger Woods?

The afternoon I spent simultaneously watching
number 16 green and 17 tee which were separated by
no more than thirty feet. With a spot like this I was
happy to have a bleacher seat to take full advantage of
the situation. This day I was able to see most of the
rest of the ultimate “favorites” up close: Jack Nicklaus,
Curtis Strange, Fuzzy Zoeller, Hale Irwin, Ben
Crenshaw, and Fred Couples. Jose Olazabal would
have been in the lineup but for a broken hand he'd suf-
fered the day before.

At the end of the day I headed for the pro shop in
the clubhouse. I'd been in the main merchandise tent
the day before to view the merchandise, but didn’t
want to leave without seeing Pinehurst’s pro shop.
Prices were stiff, of course, but many items were actu-
ally a bit less than the merchandise tent. The registers
were all packed, walking was difficult, and it was
impossible to stand back to look at the merchandise.

GOLF
CREATIONS

Golf Course Construction,

Renovation and Restoration

Daniel Grassi

18250 Beck Road Marengo, IL 60152
Phone (815) 923-1868 Fax (815) 923-3662

Waiting in the checkout line, I began to calculate the
amount of money involved in the U.S. Open. The
“cheap” shirts started at $56 and went up. Some of the
hospitality tents, of which there were at least two
score, supposedly had more than $300,000 worth of
furnishings alone. The players, I learned, don’t stay in
a hotel, even the prestigious Pinehurst Hotel. Instead
they rent private homes for the week. The homes sur-
rounding the course were beautiful and obviously ele-
gant, but I was amazed when [ learned the going rates
were $100,000 per week and sometimes higher. My
vote is to have the next U.S. Open at Stoughton
Country Club-T'll gladly rent out my house, even for
half-price, and still pay off my mortgage!

Apart from two sleepless nights (someone kept
pulling the fire alarms, forcing everyone out of bed
and to the great outdoors about 3 am on Thursday
and Friday nights), I had a great time. I hope to get
another opportunity like this sometime in my life,
but even if I don't, I still count myself lucky. At the
airport I even bought The Greatest Generation to
read on the flight back home, and it too turned out to
be all I had expected. ¥
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A BIRD REPELLENT
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*» Insoluble, stable and virtually
odorless
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Past

By Lori Ward Bocher

ast job experience: Landscaping,

interior plant maintenance, land-
scape maintenance, teaching,
research, plant mapping, lawn care,
working at floral shop and a garden
center. Dr. Laura Jull came to the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
with a wealth of practical experience
that helped her hit the ground run-
ning in her first year as an assistant
professor and Extension specialist
for woody ornamental horticulture.
She replaced the retired Dr. Ed
Hasselkus.

“Readers are going to think I
can't hold down a job,” Laura says of
the long list of jobs in the preceding
paragraph. “But I've been working
in horticulture since I was 17 years
old. I worked while going to college.
Every year I'd try to do something
different to get as much exposure
as | could.”

Horticulture in high school...

Laura grew up in Farmington
Hills, a suburb of Detroit. She
attended a vo-tech high school that
happened to have a greenhouse and
landscaping curriculum. “I took that
for two years,” she recalls.
“Probably the biggest project I did
in high school was to be in charge of
growing 5,000 geraniums, which we
later sold. That peaked my interest
in horticulture and made me want
to pursue higher education.”

After high school, Laura attended
Qakland Community College in the
Detroit area for three years, then
transferred to Michigan State
University where she received a BS
degree in horticulture in 1991. For
her advanced degrees she traveled
to North Carolina State University
in Raleigh where she received her
MS in 1994 and her PhD in 1998,
both in horticultural science.

“I pretty much worked through-
out my undergraduate years, so
already I had a lot of job experi-
ence,” Laura explains as to why she
went to graduate school right out of
college instead of entering the work
force full time. “I wanted to go fur-
ther, to get involved in the educa-
tional side of horticulture.”

PERSONALITY PROFILE

Experience Helps Her
Hit the Ground Running

Teaching and research...

Her teaching and research expe-
rience came during her undergrad-
uate and graduate years. “Most of
my time at NC State 1 was either a
research assistant or I taught class-
es. | taught a lot of classes. I also
worked at the arboretum there,”
Laura recalls. “Between my BS and
MS degrees, 1 had six months off
(from schooling) so 1 worked as an
interim  teacher at Lansing
Community College in Michigan
where I taught two courses.”

FFor her thesis, Laura researched
seed germination, seedling growth
and heat tolerance of different
provenances (seed sources) of
Atlantic white cedar - a conifer
that's native to the eastern U.S.
When finishing her degree, she
decided she liked teaching and
Extension a lot and wanted to get
more involved, so that's where she
looked for a job.

Laura interviewed at two univer-
sities and chose the UW partly
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