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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

a
CRUNCH TIME !

By Scott Schaller, Golf Course Superintendent, North Shore Golf Club

his is a phrase that usu-
ally is heard around the
North Shore Golf Club
Greens and Grounds
Maintenance Shop each
year when we open the golf
course. [ tell my employees
that we spent all winter
preparing for the 1999 golf
season. The winter brings
to us no shotgun starts, no
weather delays or no dead-
lines, but that all changes
as soon as we stick the flag-
sticks in the greens for the
first time in spring. Now the shotgun starts, the weath-
er delays and those deadlines all bring a new sense of
urgency to the golf course maintenance staff, because
we are now open for play. This is what I call CRUNCH
TIME!! This usually lingers on until about mid-May to
early June, then those college and high school summer
seasonal employees arrive. That's always a nice feeling
for me and my full time staff. 'm sure many of us share
this same feeling.
Mother Nature has again been kind to all the golf

WE ARE GOING To BE4 UTTLE
SHORT-STAFFED AROUND
HERE UNTIL-<CHOOL- LETS OUT
UNTIL THEN WE ARE ALL
GOING TO TAKE ON A FEW

courses in Wisconsin this past winter. From what I can
gather, many of our state's superintendents have been
talking about another year of early openings and being
able to offer their golfing clientele some excellent golfing
conditions. It seems all the golf courses are off to another
great start.

Lastly, I would like to recognize three very important
people who have been associated with the Wisconsin Golf
Course Superintendents Association for the past sixteen
years. The WGCSA could not function without these peo-
ple. They work behind the scenes and are truly the back-
bone of our association. They help us all to promote,
recruit and improve the WGCSA. These people are Gene
Haas, Diane Haas and Marilyn Gaffney. My words cannot
describe all the things they do for our chapter. I'm sure all
of us have interacted with these people in the past. With
your next opportunity, take the time to thank them per-
sonally. 'm sure it would make their day. They sure
deserve it!

The waiting game for spring is over and the 1999 golf
season is well underway. I'm hoping each and every mem-
ber of the WGCSA gets off to a good start and ends with
a great golf season. Take care and | hope to see you at one
of our monthly meetings. ¥
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SUPERIOR PRODUCTION. The Silent Storm Variable
YISy Frequency Drive pump station combines efficiency
and simplicity to save you up to 50% on your power
bills and countless hours in maintenance to your
pump station and entire irrigation system.

INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP. FLOWTRONEX PS| is the
LU RS ®  world's largest pump station manufacturer, with more
installations than all of our competitors combined.

WORLDWIDE SERVICE. Using the revolutionary FlowNet
L LELD service network, FLOWTRONEX PSl is able to provide
24-hour support and fast on-site service when you need it.
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WISCONSIN

ENTOMOLOGY REPORT

Another “Mild” Winter:

What Should We Expect?

f

By Dr. R. Chris Williamson, Turfgrass and Ornamental Entomologist, University of Wisconsin-Madison

elatively speaking, the past two years in Wisconsin

have been “mild” winters compared to “normal”
years; so ['ve been told. So what's a normal year anyway?
For those of you who are natives of Wisconsin, no further
explanation is needed. However, a normal winter in
Wisconsin (depending on what part of the state you are
from) typically consists of what appears to be endless
days and/or weeks of frigid temperatures (below zero)
and periodic snowfall events that provide continuous
SNOW COVET.

Whenever we experience such atypical winters,
people frequently ask the question: how will the mild
winter affect or have an impact on (if any) insect pop-
ulations? The logical response to this question is that
insect populations will most likely be higher than nor-
mal. Unfortunately, the answer to this question is not
so simple. There are numerous abiotic (non-living)
and biotic (living) factors that affect an insect’s ability
to survive. The obvious abiotic factors include tem-
perature, humidity, and light intensity. Other abiotic
factors such as precipitation (rainfall/snow), wind,
barometric pressure, and even altitude can affect
insects. Since insects are cold-blooded, they physio-
logically react or respond with great sensitivity to
temperature. Biotic factors can also affect insect pop-
ulations. Such biotic factors are often affected and
even dependent on abiotic factors such as weather.
These biotic factors include: diseases, natural ene-
mies, and food shortage.

So, the question still remains, based on past, pre-
sent, and anticipated weather conditions, will there be
an increase in subsequent insect populations? The
“bottom line” is that it is relatively impossible to pre-
dict the abundance of insects. However, one can pre-
dict the occurrence or anticipated presence of insects,
not abundance. There are three primary means by
which entomologists can use to predict insect occur-
rence. One way is to simply rely upon calendar
dates, whereby populations of a specific insect occur
approximately at the same time each year. This
method can be highly variable since weather condi-
tions are often different from year to year. Another
method is to use a degree-day model to predict
insect occurrences. Degree-days models are a method
of accounting for heat units. Since insects physiologi-
cal development is dependent upon temperature (the
higher the temperature, the faster the development
and visa-versa), a prediction of insect development or

activity can be made. The third method relies upon
plant phenology, or plant development in relation to
the season. This method correlates certain plant
developmental characteristics of specific plants with
the activity of specific insects. Although no one
method is foolproof, certain methods are better than
others; however, each method has its own strengths
and weaknesses.

As for predicting insect populations for the 1999-
growing season, based on experience and data from
comparable winters of previous years, it is anticipated
that insect population may be up as much as 20% from
“normal” years. However, factors such as rainfall, or
the lack of, spring and summer temperatures (low or
high, including an always possible late spring frost),
humidity, abundance of natural enemies and diseases,
and availability of food sources can all significantly
influence subsequent insect populations. V¥
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The Next Generation of
Broadleaf Weed Control

A Premium Selective Herbicide Exclusively from

LESCO

* New, improved chemistry
formulation combines
TIPA 2,4-D, triclopyr
and clopyralid acid for
highly effective control
with virtually no odor

« Fast acting - dandelions
and clover curl within
hours of application

* Better and broader
spectrum weed control
than most other popular
broaleaf herbicides

Ask your sales representative about this great new
product exclusively from LESCO, or call 800-321-5325

[ESCO
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N for the 1999 Season

By Jeffrey S. Gregos and Dr. Douglas P Maxwell, Turfgrass Disease Diagnestic lab, Department of Plant Pathology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

n the early days of a new season,

the TDDL is revising the charges
for services provided. These changes
are the result of increased involve-
ment of lab personnel in research
activities, but will not affect the qual-
ity of service. Over the past couple of
years it has become evident that a
majority of the commercial clients of
the lab only require a verbal diagno-
sis. Without a written diagnosis, sev-
eral hours a week can be redirected
to the research efforts. Several
options were discussed and the fol-
lowing fee structure was recom-
mended by the Board of the
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association at

Terra International, Inc.

their February meeting. In the fol-
lowing we hope to explain why these
changes are coming about and what
they will be.
Why are research
important to the lab?
As you may or may not know,
the Turfgrass Disease Diagnostic
Lab is a self-supporting entity. This
means that we are responsible for
generating funding to operate the
lab (e.g., general supplies, postage,
telephones, transportation, etc.),
half of Jeffrey Gregos' salary and
benefits, student hourly wages,
and any other activities such as

efforts

@ Terra

Proudly Serving the Turf Industry in Wisconsin

Terra's full line of turf industry products includes:

» Herbicides * Fungicides
* Insecticides

* Fertilizer * Colorants
* Grass Seed

* PGRs

For the products, services and advice you need,

Talk ;g{ena
%)

= 3525 Terra Court

ncluding Thalonil™ 90DF and 4L
(Including Thalonil™ 90DF and 4L)

(Including Terramark™ SPI and
Terramark Lake Colorant)

= Sun Prairie, Wl 53590
Conrad Stynchula CGCS =« (800) 456-0948 (office) = (608) 235-4999 (mobile)

Fee Changes for the TDDL

snow mold field days, construction
of greens, attendance at meetings,
fungicide evaluations, etc.
Currently the lab generates around
$23,000 from contracts and diag-
nosis fees; however this is not
enough to operate the lab. Over
half of our funding is generated
through research gifts and grants.
Not only does research provide
funding, but it is also important in
helping us formulate our recom-
mendations after completing a diag-
nosis. One prime example of this is
the extensive snow mold control
research that we conduct. Many of
the turf managers in our state have
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TDDL

been looking for the ideal replace-
ment for mercury based products
for snow mold control. Our program
has provided some alternatives that
perform even better than mercury
fungicides.

Another important reason for
research is the evaluation of new
methods or chemicals for disease
control. It is better that our turf is
used as the “guinea pig” than one
of your greens or fairways. For
example, we are testing spray vol-
ume rates for applications of sev-

eral fungicides, and also times of

applications of fungicides and mix-
tures of fungicides.

What services will the lab
offer for non-contract holders,
and what will the new fees be?

. Turfgrass disease sample
diagnosis with verbal con-
firmation and recommen-
dations, $50.00.

° Turfgrass disease sample
diagnosis with verbal con-
firmation and recommen-
dations plus a written
report, $75.00.

. Site visit following sample
submission, $150.00.

. Out-of-state  processing
fee, $15.00.

Sample Submission for Diagnosis:

To help facilitate prompt turn-
around on samples submitted to
the lab, we recommend that you
notify us when a sample has been
sent. This will help us schedule
appropriately. Also, any walk-in
samples should be preceded with a
phone call (phone: 608-845-2535;
pager:  608-5560-3888).  This
ensures that someone will be pre-
sent at the lab when the sample
arrives. NO DIAGNOSIS WILL BE
PROVIDED VIA TELEPHONE
WITHOUT SEEING A SAMPLE
FIRST.

Site Visits:

Site visits will be conducted
only after a sample has been sub-
mitted. A site visit will consist of a
4-hour visit and written report.

These visits will only concentrate
on disease related problems.

Out-of-state Processing Fee:
This $15 fee is additional to the
other fees.

How will this new structure
affect services for contract
holders?

As a contract holder you will
still receive the same number of
samples diagnosed per contract
level (1 @ $100, 2 @ $200, 56 @
$500, and 10 @ $1000). Written
reports will be done on an as need
basis, so be sure to request one if
desired. There will be no addition-
al charge for written reports.

Site visits will be provided at
$100 for contract holders of less
than $1000. For non-contract
holders, a sample must be submit-
ted prior to site visit. As in the
past, site visits are provided free of
charge to $1,000 contract holders.

These new adjustments should
have no affect on the quality of
service that you have come to
expect from the TDDL. These
changes were brought about due
to the demands of our clientele for
a fast “turn around time” and after
a review of the available time for
our lab personnel. If you have any
questions pertaining to these
changes or any of the services that
the lab provides, please feel free to
give the TDDL a call and talk with
Jeff Gregos or Douglas Maxwell
(phone: 608-845-2535 or email:
isg@plantpath.wisc.edu;
dum@plantpath.wisc.edu).

We appreciate the feed back
that we have received about the
TDDLs operation this past season
and look forward to serving you for
another year.

Editor’s note: Both the author
and the editor let a mis-spelled
word get into this feature in the
Mar/April 1999 issue of The
Grass Roots. The word 1is
“Strobilurin,” mnot Stobilurin.
Regrets. ¢
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A longer, stronger 44’9,
chain of Command.

#
FIVE NEW KOHLER. CS PRO ENGINES OFFER AN IMPRESSIVE
LINEUP OF COMMAND PRO™ POWER FROM 4 - 26 HP.

Easy starting. Longer running time. Quieter operation. More power. The KOHLER Command CS PRO 4, 6, 8.5,
10 and 12 HP engines offer versatility for virtually any application without sacrificing an ounce of dependability.
Rugged, reliable power. We figured the best way to improve on perfection was to add more of it. From 4 - 26 HP,
now Kohler offers a longer, stronger chain of command.

Call 1-800-544-2444, ext. AS1, for more information. KOI ILER
www.kohlerengines.com @m@ﬂm @S



NOTES FROM THE NOER

Noernet:

Time to Get Linked

FACILLITY

By Tom Schwab, O Noer Turfrass Research and Education Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Are you ready for a quick and easy communication net-
work linking you with many other local turf profes-
sionals? Noernet is that network — and the best things
about it are it’s fast, valuable, and free. Noernet is an auto-
mated electronic list that serves as an “electronic discus-
sion group.” The way it works is anyone in the group can
email a question, concern, or comment to the discussion
group’s email address. Everyone in the group will see that
email and may reply back. Likewise all Noernetters will
see the reply and may have some additional knowledge to
add. This Noernet sounds similar to an ordinary discus-
sion situation where a group of peers sit around a room
talking about common concerns. It is about the same
except that “Noernetting” can be done anytime and with-
out the need to travel to a common meeting place to have
the discussion.

The Noernet discussion group was started two
years ago. Currently there are 52 subscribers from
many walks of turfgrass management. Most are from
golf courses, but there are also members from sports
turf management, sod production, agriculture and
consumer protection, university faculty and staff, and
turf industry suppliers. In these two years, discussions
have involved many interesting subjects. They include
turfgrass selection, solutions to pest problems, report-
ing pest outbreaks, selecting plant management tools,
human relations in the green industry, reporting turf-
grass educational meetings, selection and care of
ornamentals, tips on landscape construction, sale of
used turf equipment, and other topics. Just last week
a Badger Turf and Grounds student used Noernet with
great success. He wanted to borrow a triplex greens-
mower for one of his engineering classes this spring.
So he asked if anyone on Noernet had a spare mower
to lend the class. The next day a superintendent wrote
back offering the class a mower.

Noernet is meant for local use and concerns. There
are many national discussion groups, but by keeping
our Noernet local for Wisconsin and neighboring state
turf professionals we are able to voice regional deal-
ings unique to the upper Midwest. Likewise there is
plenty of local expertise right here to answer ques-
tions posed by other Noernetters. Presently most sub-
scribers are from Wisconsin, but there are also some
from Illinois, Minnesota, and lowa.

The University of Wisconsin - Madison, sponsors
this discussion group. They have set an appropriate
use policy for this ListProcessor:

* You may not use email for uses that are forbidden
by UW campus telephone or the campus paper
mail system.

¢ This email is not intended to be used for personal
purposes or gain.

* Do not send abusive, vulgar, harassing or bigoted
messages.

¢ |t is the policy of the University of Wisconsin -
Madison Board of Regents that the facilities (this
ListProcessor) are to be used primarily for pur-
poses of fulfilling the University’s mission of
teaching, research and public service.

e Content of all postings are that of the contribut-
ing author and not necessarily of the Noernet list
owner, moderator, or of the University of
Wisconsin - Madison, Division of Information
Technology.

If you believe sharing of information is an important
tool for turf management, then Noernet is one more
tool available to you. Let other peers know about this
service if you feel they could benefit from it. Some
subscribers are extremely active with the service and
respond to every message. Other people never write.
Some only use the service to monitor what is happen-
ing around the region. Most subscribers use the ser-
vice to keep track of happenings and respond occa-
sionally. You can participate as much as you would
like. You can also participate across professions. Sport
field managers and sod producers have good informa-

THOMAS J. EMMERICH
CERTIFIED IRRIGATION DESIGNER

*GOLF COURSE

*COMMERCIAL

*RESIDENTIAL

*MASTER PLANNING

*SYSTEM EVALUATIONS

TOTAL PACKAGE DESIGN SERVICES

T.J. EMMERICH ASSOCIATES, INC.

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
30556 BETTE ANN DRIVE
HARTLAND, WISCONSIN 53029

414-966-1051
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JACOBSEN

HR-5111™

11’ CUT

50 HP. DIESEL ENGINE

4 WHEEL DRIVE

ALL HYDRAULIC DRIVE
NO BELTS

NO PULLEYS

5 OR 10 BLADE REELS
10’ CUT

38 HP. DIESEL ENGINE
2 OR 4 WHEEL DRIVE

WISCONSIN TURF EQUIPMENT CORP.

***TWO LOCATIONS***
21520 W. GREENFIELD AVE.

NEW BERLIN, WI. 53151
414-544-6421

1917 W. COURT ST.
JANESVILLE, WI. 53547
608-752-8766



